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' EPISTOLA AUCTORIS, 

ROBERTO CONSULI GLOECESTRENSI, 
HENRICI REGIS HLIO, 

DICATA. 




^OMINO venerabili et famoso 
Comiti * Roberto, filio regis, 
Willelmns Malmesbirite mo- 
nacbus salutes, et, si qnas 
valet, oratioaes. Virtus cla- 
rornm viromm illnd vel max- 
ime laudandum in se com- 
mendat, quod etiam longe po- 
sitorum animos ad se diligeudum invitat ; uode 
inferiores superiomm virtntes facinnt suas, dum 
eamm adorant vestigia, ad quarnm aspirare uon 
valeDt esempla. Porro totnm ad majorum re- 
doudat gloriam, quod ipsi et bonum faciuut, et 
minores ad se amandam accendant. Vestrum 
est igitnr, O duces, si quid booi facimns ; vestmm 
profecto si quid dignum memoria scribimus ; 
vestra industria nobis est incitameDto at, quia 
pericula vestra paci nostne impeDditis, vos vicis- 



> £putafa.]In HSS. D.E. this 
dedicatioDoccDnaltheendoflhe 
Uiird book ; in M>m« MSS. {C.K.) 



of thework, buliDothen(J. G. 
H. £.) it ii not found at all. 

= RabtrU, JIHo rrgii.] Robert 
earl of Glouctnter was the tM< 



tural ton of KiDg Henrr the 
Fiist He nuuried Maud, or 
Mabell ai she is MHuetiinea caU< 
ed, the eldest co-heir uf Robert 
Pitz-Hacion, and in her right 
had the honour of Gloucester. 
He died on the Sl«t of October 
1I4T. 



£PISTOLA AUCT0RI8. 

sim per labores nostros omni aevo inclarescatis. 
Hinc est quod Gesta Regum Anglonim, quae 
nuper edidi, vobis potissimum 'consecranda cre- 
didi, domine Comes, venerabilis et merito ama- 
bllis. NuUum enim magis decet bonarum ar- 
tium fautorem esse quam te, cui adhsesit mag- 
nanimitas avi, munificentia patrui, prudentia pa- 
tris ; quos cum aemulus industrial lineamentis re- 
praesentes, illud peculiare gloriae tuae facis quod 
Uteris insistis. Quid quod etiam notitia tua 
dignaris literatos, quos vel in^idia famae vel te- 
nuitas fortunae fecit obscuros. Quia enim na- 
tura indulget sibi, quod quis probat in se ipso 
non improbat in altero, consentaneos igitur sibi 
mores experiuntur in te literati, quos citra intel- 
lectum ullius acrimoniae benignus aspicis, jocun- 
dus admittis, 'invitus dimittis. Nihil plane in 
te mutavit fortunae amplitudo, nisi ut pene tan- 
tum benefiBtcere posses quantum velles. Suscipe 
ergo (virorum clarissime) opus, in quo te quasi 
ex speculo yideas ; dum inteUiget tuse serenitatis 
assensus ante te summorum procerum imitatum 
facta quam audires nomina. Continentiam au- 
tem 'operis prologus primi Ubri exponit ; quem 
si placuerit legere, materiam totam poteris de 
compendio colligere. Illud a vestra dignitate 
impetratum velim, ut non mihi vertatur vitio 
quod saspe per excessum alias quam in ^Anglia 
peregrinatur narratio ; volo enim hoc opus esse 
multarum historiarum breviarium, quamvis a 
majori parte vocaverim Gesta Reg^m Anglorum. 



* Consfcranda,] D. £.; con- 
sectanda, C. 

' Invittu.'i D, E, ; manificuB, 
S, ; munus, C. 



• Operis,^ D, E, ; hnjus operis, 
S. C. 

* Anglia,] D. E. ; gente nos- 
tra, S. C. 



PROLOGUS. 



INCIPIT PROLOGUS WILLELMI MONACHI MALMBS^ 
BIRIBNSIS IN LIBRO PRIMO DE GBSTIS RBGGM 
AN6LORUM. 




ES Anglonim gestas, ^Beda, vir max-^ 
ime doctus et minime superbus, ab 
adventu eorom in Britanniam usqae 
ad suos dies piano et suayi sennone 
'absolyit : 'post eum non facile, ut arbitror, re- 
peries qui historiis illins gentis Latina oratione 
texendis animnm dederit. Viderint alii si quid 
eanim remm vel jam invenerinty yel post base 
inventuri sint ; noster labor, licet in qnaerendo so- 
licitas duxerit excubias, fnistra ad hoc tempos 
consTimpsit operam. ^Sunt sane quaedam vetus- 
tatis indicia chronico more et patrio sennone 
per annos Domini ordinata. Per hsec seninm 
obliyionis eluctari meruerunt quaecnnqne tempora 
post ilium virum fluxemnt. Nam de 'Elwa^o, 



Notes anb Various Readings. 



' Beda.'] Yenerabilis Bedse 
Historia Ecclesiastica Gentis An- 
glorum. Londini : Sumptibiis 
Societatis, 1888. 

• Absolvit.] C.D.E,M, ; descri- 
bit, A,8.L. (For an explanation 
of the letters used to denote the 
various readings in the MSS. see 
the Introduction.) 

' Post eum . . . cctuumpnt ope- 
ram.'\ Malmesbury makes a simi- 
lar obsenration in various parts 
of this work. 



* Sunt 9ane qtuedam vetustatia 
indida."] He refers to the Saxon 
Chronicle. 

' Elwardo."] Elward, or Ethel- 
ward, a noble Saxon, descended 
from King Ethered, as he himself 
informs us in his work alluded to 
by Malmesbury. He lived to- 
wards the close of the 10th cen- 
tury. His Chronicle, beginning 
witii the Creation, and ending in 
the year 975, is printed amongst 
the ' Scriptores post Bedam.' No 

B 



2 PROLOGU8. 

illastri et magniiico yiro^ qui chronica ilia Latine 
aggressus est digerere, praestat silere ; cujus 
mihi esset intentio animo, si non essent verba 
fastidio. Nee vero nostram eflugit conscientiam 
domini ' Edmeri sobria sermonis festivitate elucu- 
bratum opus ; in quo a rege Eadgaro orsus us- 
que ad Willelmum primum raptim tempora per- 
strinxit^ et inde Ucentius evagatus usque ad 
obitum 'Anselmi arcbiepiscopi^ diflusam et ne- 
cessariam bistoriam 'studiosis exbibuit. Ita 
praetermissis a tempore Bedse ducentis et viginti 
et tribus annis, quos iste nulla memoria ^dig- 
natus est, absque literarum patrocinio claudi- 
cat cursus temporum in medio : unde mihi, tura 
propter patriae caritatem, turn propter adhor- 
tantium auctoritatem, voluntati fuit interruptam 
temporum seriem sarcire, et exarata barbarice 
Romano sale coudire ; et, ut res ordinatius pro- 
cedat, aliqua ex his, quae saepe dicendus Beda 
dixit, deflorabo, pauca perstringens, pluribus 
yalefaciens. 

Procedat itaque primus libellus de Anglorum 
gestis succinctus, ex quo Britanniam occupavere 
usque ad regem Egbirtum, qui, yaria sorte profli- 
gatis regulis, totius insulae pene nactus est monar- 
chiam. Sed cum quatuor ex Anglis potentissima 
pullulaverint regna ; Cantuaritarum, West-Sax- 
onum, Northanimbrorum, Merciorum, quae om- 



MS. of his work is now known, 
that which Savile is supposed to 
hare used having been destroyed 
by fire in the Cotton Library, 23 
Oct. 1731. 

* Edmeri . . . opiu.] Historia 
NoYonim, ab anno 1066 ad 1122. 
This work was edited by Selden, 
in 1623. Edmer was a monk of 
Canterbury, and a pupil of Arch- 
bishop AnseUn. He brought 



down his History at first to the 
death of Ansehn, but after- 
wards continued it to the death 
of Archbishop Ralph, A.D. 1122. 

* Anselmi,] A.D, E, F. G. H. 
L.Af.; Radulfi, 5. C,K. 

3 Shtdiosis,^ A.S,C, F. L. Af.; 
studiosus, D. E, 

* Dignatus egt."] A. S, C. E. F. 
L. ; dignatus est sublevare, DJd. 



PROLOG us. 3 

nia singillatim (si erit otium) persequi medi- 
tamur ; prius de illo dicendum, quod et adolevit 
maturiiis et ^ exaruit celerius. Quod profecto fiet 
expeditius, si regna Orientalium Anglorum et 
Orientalium Saxonum post aliorum terg^m po- 
suero, quae et nostra cura et posterorum memoria 
^putamus indigna. 

Secundus liber ad adventum Normannorum 
producet lineam regalium temporum. 

Tres reliqui in gestis trium regum versabun- 
tnr ; his adjectis quae diebus ^illorum alibi accide- 
Tunt^ et celebrem sui notitiam, celebritate ges- 
torum^ exigunt. Haec ita polliceor^ si conatui 
nostro divinus favor arriserit, et me praeter sco- 
pulos confragosi sermonis evexerit^ ad quos 
Elwardus, dum tinnula et emendicata verba ve- 
natur, miserabiliter impegit. Si quis vero, *ut 
ille ait, si quis haec quoque captus amore leget, 
sciat me nihil de retroactis praeter cohaerentiam 
annorum pro vero pacisci, fides dictorum penes 
auctores erit. Quicquid vero de recentioribus 
aetatibus apposui^ vel ipse vidi, vel a viris ^fide 
dignis audivi. Caeterum, in utramvis partem, 
praesentium non magnipendo judicium ; habiturus, 
ut spero, apud posteros, post decessum amoris et 
livoris, si non eloquentiae titulum, saltem indus- 
trial testimonium. 

EXPLICIT PROLOGUS. 



" ExaruU,^ A. S. D, E, L, M, ; 
amit, C. 

' Putanuu indigna,'] D, E, F. 
L. M,; parum putamus digna, 
S,C,;A. incorrectly reads 'digna/ 
omitting * parum.' 

^lUorum,^ A,8,D.E.L.M.\ dignis, C. 
eonim, C. 



* Vt iUe aU.] 
Si quis tamen heec quoque, si quis 
Captus amore leget. 

Virg. Eel. VI. 9. 

* Fide dignis.^ A.S.D.E,L,M. ; 
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WILLELMI MALMESBIRIENSIS 

DE GESTIS EEGUM ANGtORUM 
LIBRI QUXNQUE. 




INCIFIT UBER PBIUUS. 

^NNO ab incaniatione Domini 
quadringentesimo 'qnadragesimo 
nono venere Angli et Saxones 
Britanniam ; adrentua canaain, 
licet nsqnequaqne decantatam, 
1 ab re fnerit hie intexere: 
et, at quod intendo clarius elu- 
cescat, altiofl ordiendum. Romani Britanniam, ^^^'^'J' 
per Jalinm Cassanm in 'Latinas leges JarareA-cu. 
compalsam, magna digoatione colnere ; nt et 
in annalibiis legere, et in veteram scdificionun 
vestigiis est videre. Ipsi etiam principes, qui 
toti pene orbi imperitarent, hue ancapatis oc- 
casionibns 'adnavigare, hic serum solebant trans- 
igere. Deniquo ^Sevems et 'ConstantioB, im- Bnmu. 
peratores amplissimi, *ambo apad inanlam diem coiuuiiiiiit, 
ftincti et 'supremo sunt honore funerati: qao- 



NOTE* AND VaRIODS RUDINGi. 



■ Quadngaimo.^ 3. C.E.F.; 
■exagefrimo, A. D, L, St. 

• Idft'Mi.] D. E. M. i LatUa, 
J. C.F.L.; latu, 5. 

' AJumigan.] E. ; libenter 
adnaTigare, A, S. C. D. F. L. M. 

* &r«nu.] SepUmas Serenii 
Uluined tho purple on the aur- 
der of Pertiiui, ISth Apnl,A.D. 



in. 



Chlonu, upon the abdir.BUoii of 
Diocletika in the year SOS, u- 
Bumed the title of Aaguitoi. 

< Amho apad i amilmm diem 
fimtli.] SeveniB died 4th Fob. 
A.D. Sll, at York, where alio 
died Conitantia*, SSth July S06. 

' Smprana mnt luiun.'] A . D. 
E. F. L. M. ; aumno ibi honore, 
C. ; lummo sunt honore, S. 



GRSTA REGUM ANGLORUM. [LIB. I. 



Maximut, 
A.D. Sft3. 



Conftantl- 
nus, A.D. 
407. 



rum Scverus, ob provinciam ab incursatione 
barbaronim muniendam, celebrem illam et vul- 
gatissimam ^fossam de man ad mare duxit. 
Constantius, (ut aiunt,) vir magrnae civilitatis, 
^Constantinum ex Helena stabularia susceptum, 
egregia? spei juvenem, reliquit haeredem : qui 
ab exercitu Imperator consalutatus, expedi- 
tionc in superiorcs terras indicia^ magnam ma- 
num Britannonim militum abduxit^ per quorum 
industriam, triumphis ad vota fluentibus, ^brevi 
rerum potitus, emeritos et laboribus functos in 
quadam parte Galliae ad occidentem super litus 
oceani *coIlocavit; ubi hodieque posted eorum 
manentes immane quantum coaluere^ moribus 
linguaque nonnihil a nostris Britonibus degeneres. 
§ 2. Succedentibus annis, in eadem insula, 
^Maxinxus homo imperio aptus, si non contra 
fidem ad tyranuidem anhelasset, quasi ab ex- 
ercitu impulsus purpuram induit, statimque in 
Galliam transitum parans, ex provincia omnem 
pene militem abrasit. ^ Constantinus etiam 



' FoMom.] This celebrated 
work, known as the wall of Se- 
verus, is here described as a 
^ fossa«' and not as a wall. Beda 
also writes, ' Non muro, ut qui- 
dam aestimant, sed vallo distin- 
gueudam putavit.' — (Lib. i. cap. | 
6.) When writing of the second 
mission to the Romans, (A.D. 
416,) Beda again alludes to the 
* Tallum' of Severus : * Murum a 
marl ad mare recto tramite inter 
urbes quae ibidem ob metum hos- 
tium factae fuerant, ubi et Severus 
quondam vallum fecerat, firmo de 
lapide conlocarunt ;' (lib. i. c. 
IS;) he nowhere, however, re- 
fers to the work which had 
been previously commenced by 
Hadrian or Antoninus. 

' Ctmstantinum.] Constantine 
the Great. 



• Brevi rerum potitus,'] A, S, 
D,E,F,L,M. ; brevi rerum potitas 
imperio, C. 

* CoUocacit.'] See note * at 
p. 7. 

* Maximus.'] A native of Spain, 
(though by Ethelward, Henry of 
Huntingdon, and some others, 
claimed as a native of this is- 
land,) was proclaimed Emperor 
in Britain, in the year 383, by 
the unanimous voice both of the 
soldiers and of the provincials. 
He was vanquished by Theodo- 
sius, taken prisoner, and put to 
death by the soldiers, A.D. 388. 
Florence of Worcester refers the 
death of Maximus to the year 
386. 

• Constantinus,'] In the reign 
of Honorius (A.D. 407) there 
was a revolt in Britain, and two 



LIB. I.] 6BSTA RE6UM AN6LORUM. 7 

quidam non malto post ibidem spe nominis 
imperator allectas^ quicquid residaam erat mi- 
litaris roboris exhausit: sed alter a Theodo- 
sio, alter ab Honorio interfecti, rebus bumanis 
ludibrio fuere: copiarum quae illos ad bella se- 
cutas fuerant, pars occisa^ pars post fugam ad 
superiores Britannos concessit. ^Ita cum ty- 
ranni nullum in agris praeter semibarbaros, 
nullum in urbibus praeter ventri deditos reli- 
quissent^ Britannia omni patrocinio 'juvenilis 
vigoris yiduata, omni exercitio artium exinanita, 
contermiuarum gentium inhiationi diu obnoxia 
fuit. 

§ 3. Siquidem, e vestig^o, Scottorum et Picto- inrnoaa of 
rum incursione multi mortales caesi, villas 'succen- piou. 
sae, urbes subrutae, prorsus omnia ferro incendio- 
que vastata; turbati insulani^ qui omnia tutiora 
putarent quam praelio decernere, partim pedibus 
salutem quaerentes fuga in montana contendunt, 
partim sepultis thesauris, quorum plerique in 
hac astate defodiuntur, Romam ad petendas sup- 
petias ire intend unt. ^ Romania miseratione in- 
fracti^ nihilque antiquius aestimantes quam fessis 



pseudo-emperon, Marcus and 
Gratian, were successively cho- 
sen and murdered. A private 
soldier of the name of Constan- 
tine was then chosen, in ho- 
nour of the memory of Constan- 
tine the Great After a reign of 
about three years, he was taken 
prisoner at the siege of Aries, 
and murdered 28th Nov. 411, 
and Honorius was restored to 
the empire. 

* Ita cum tyranni . . . obnoxia 
fuit.] According to Gildas and 
Beda. Britain owed its first ruin 
to Maximus, who carried with 
him into Gaul the youthful and 
military population of the coun- 
try. Archbishop Ussher^ who has 



diligently collected the legends 
of this island on the Continent, 
states (Antiquitat Britan. Ec- 
cles. pp. 107, 108,) that the 
whole emigration consisted of 
thirty thousand soldiers, and one 
hundred thousand plebeians, who 
settled in Bretagne. Various 
periods, however, have been as- 
signed for the British settlement 
there, and great obscurity still 
prevails on the subject 

« Juvenilis,] A.D.E. F,L,M. ; 
militaris, S, C. 

' Succensa.] E, ; incensae, A, 
S, C. D, It, M, 

^ Romani . . . operam suam ex- 
kibuere,] There seems little doubt 
that the Romans were several 
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socioram rebus opem 'porrigere, semel et iterum 
proturbato hoste, operam suam exhibuere: pos- 
tremo/longinquae peregrinationis pertaesi, adven- 
tam in posterum 'excusant ; discerent ipsi potius 
a Martio patmm calore non degenerare, animis 
et armis patriam defensare. Adjiciunt yerbis 
formam muri pro sui tuitione construendi, ad 
propugnacula excubandi, in hostem si necesse 
sit procursandi, et csetera quse disciplina mili- 
taris exigit exequendi ; * post monita, lachrymis 
miserorum comitati, discedunt: abeuntes ^foelix 
fortuna proseqaens, votis ^eorum restituit. Turn 
yero Scotti^ desperati reditus audito nuncio, ^et 
incunctanter et plus solito in Britones irruere, 
murum complanare, paucos resistentes opprimere, 
praedas non ignobiles domum agere : at vero 
Yulgus terrae reUquum ad palatium adyolat, regis 
sui fidem implorans. 

DS WORTIGBRNO. 

wyrtg«cni«. § 4. Erat eo tempore rex Britannia^ Wortigemus 
nomine, nee manu promptus nee consilio b<mus, 
imo ad illecebras carnis prouus, omniumque fere 
vitiorum mancipium; quippe quern ^subjugaret 



times successfully applied to for 
assistance against the Picts and 
Scots. The learned, however, do 
not agree as to the exact time 
when these applications were 
made. Upon this subject see 
Stillingfleet's Antiquities of the 
British Churches, and Ussher's 
< Britannicarum ficclesiarum An- 
tiquitates.' 

* Porrigere.'] A.S.D.E,L.M. ; 
impendere, C. 

' Longinqua peregrinationis 
pertiBsi,'] A, S, C. E. F. L. ; pro 
longioquae pertgrinationis per- 
tsesi labore, D» M, 



» Excusant.'\ A, S,D,E.L. M. ; 
incusant, C. 

^ Post monita . . . discedunt,'] 
The precise time when the Ro- 
mans finally quitted Britain is 
still involved in the greatest ob- 
scurity. 

» Falix,] A. S, C. E, F. L.; in- 
foelix, D, M, 

* Eorum,'] £. ; suonira. A, 8, 
C. D. L. M, 

^ Et incunctanter,"] D, E,; 
omit'et,'^. S, C, LIM, 

« Sulougaret,] S, C. D, E, 
L, M, \ subjugarat, A, 
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ayaritia^ 'ineqaitaret saperbia^ 'inquietaret laxu- 
ria: denique, ut in ^gestis Britonum legitur^ fili- 
am suam spe regni solicitatam stupro fregerat, 
et ex ea filium tulerat. Hie in tantis tumultibos 
rem parvi ponderans, opesque regni commessa- 
tionibus abliguriens, scortorum lenociniis depe- 
ribat Excitatus tamen aliquando perstrepen- 
tinm YOcibuSy super statu publico in medium con- 
sulit, ^sententias magnatum suorum explorans. 
Itaque, ut ad summam redigam, placuit omnibus 
Anglos et Saxones e Germania evocandos. armis inritationto 
yalidos, sedibus vagos, geminum futurum com- a.d. 447.» 
modum^ ut armis invicti facile hostes propulsa- 
rent; et hactenus locorum incerti, pro ingenti 
annumerarent beneficio si yel squalidum solum, je- 
junumque cespitem, ad habitandum suscepissent : 
caeterum, nunquam eos aliquid contra pat nam 
molituros, ^quiagenuinamferitatem morum emol- 
liret memoria beneficiomm. Probato consilio 
mittuntur in Grermaniam legati, spectabiles sane 
yiri^ et qui digfue personam patriae induerent. 



' Inequitartt,'] C. D,E, F, ; in- 
quietaret, S.; inqaietarat^il. 

• Inquietaret,] S C. £. F. ; ine- 
quitarat, A, ; inquinaret, D, 

' Gestis Britonvm legUur , . . 
ex ea JUium tulerat,'] Nennius, 
ed. Eng. Hist. Soc. ^ 39. The 
story of Vortigern defiling his 
own daughter is highly impro- 
bable, and must be rejected as a 
mere fable. 

• Sententiaa,] A, S. D,E,L,M. ; 
sententiam, C. 

• 447.] Vortigem's invitation to 
the Saxons, as detailed by some 
of the early writers, may de- 
rive some countenance from the 
expressions of Gildas and Beda. 



The invitation is supposed by 
Pagi (Critica in Baronium) to 
have been given in the year 447. 
From the testimony of Nennios, 
it might be inferred that the ar- 
rival of Hors and Hengest was 
more by accident than desiga, 
' Interea venerunt tres ciuls a 
Germannia exjnUsa: tn exilio, in 
quibus erant Hors et Hengist' 
(§ 31); but it is probable that 
the lot of exile had fallen upon 
them according to the custom 
of emigration among the Ger- 
mans, as narrated by Malmes- 
bury, § 5. 

' Quia,] A, D, E, L, M, ; quo- 
niam, S, C, 
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DB ADVBNTU GERMANORUM IN BRITANNIAM. 

ThairarriTii, § 5. Germani audientes rem yotis mille petitam 
a se ultro expostulari vicino pede paruere, celeri- 
tatem negotii laetitise stimulis maturantes : vale- 
dicentes igitur arvis genitalibas, renunciantes 
parentum affectibus, fortunse vela committunt, 
placidoqne ventorum fayore, tribas long^ na- 
vibos quas illi 'Ceolas dicunt, Britanniam alla- 
bantur. Venerunt autem et tunc, et sequent! 
tempore, de tribus Germanise populis, Anglis, 
SaxonibuSy 'Jutis. Omnis enim fere terra quae 
trans oceauum Britanuicum sub septentrionali 
oemuij, axe jacety quia tan turn hominum germinat, non 
•d. injuria Germania vocatur, ^ licet multis provin- 

ciarum limitibus distincta. Quaproptcr sicut 
hi quibus id muneris est lascivientes arboris ra- 
mos Solent succidere, ut reliquorum yitse succo 
suo possit sufficere, sic incolse aliquorum expul- 
sione matrem alleyiant, ne tarn numerosse prolis 
pastu exhausta succumbat : sed^ ut facti minuant 
inyidiam, sorte ducunt eliminandos. Inde est 
quod illius terras homines 'inyenerint sibi ex ne- 
cessitate yirtutem, ut natali solo ejecti peregrinas 
sedes armis^yendicent: sicut Wandali, qui olim 
protriyerunt Affricam ; sicut Gothi, qui possede- 
runt Hispaniam; sicut Longobardi, qui adhuc 
obsident Italiam ; ut Normanni, qui, partem Gal- 
lise armis domitam incolentes^ vocaycrunt Nor- 
manniam. Ex hac ergo Germania primo ve- 



^ 449.] This year is also assign- 
ed by Beda (lib. i. c. 16) for the 
arriTal of the Saxons. See note 
to Beda, ed. Eng. Hist Soc. 
p. S4. 

' CeoUu dicunt,^ E, L, ; cheulas 
dicunt, D, M, ; ceoUs vocant, C. ; 
ciolas vocanty 8, ; theolas dicunt, 
A. 



» JttfM.] One MS. (Cott Oaud. 
IX.) reads < Wichtis.' 

^ Licet muUis provinciantm li- 
mitibus distincta,] S, D,E. F.\ A. 
L, M, omit ' multis ;' C. omits 
the entire sentence. 

• Inveneriwt,'] D, E, M. ; in- 
venerunt,^. jS. C. L. 

• Venduent,] A.C.D.EX.M. ; 
vendicarent, S. 
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nit Britanniam manus^ parva quidem, sed quse 
paucitatem suam Mrtate fulciret, dacibos Hen-HengcrtuMi 
g^sto et Hors^ commodas indolis fratribos^ baud 
obscura stirpe apud suos oriundis: erant enim 
abnepotes illius antiquissimi Woden, de quo 
omnium pene barbararum gentium regium genus 
lineam trahit, quemque gentes Anglorum deum 
esse deliranteSy ei quartum diem septimanse, et 
sextum uxori suao Frece, perpetuo ad hoc tem- 
pus consecraverunt sacrileg^o. In quibus vero 
locis Britannia^ Angli vel Saxones vel ^ Jutae habi- 
tationem locayerunt^ 'Beda non tacet. Nostrum 
propositum est^ quamvis aflluat materia, stilo non 
indulgere, sed tantum necessaria quaeque libare. 

§ 6.*Venientibus igitur Anglis undique occur- 
sum : a rege impertitae gratiae, a populo effusus fa- 
Yor, data fide acceptaque, et tradita Tanatos insula 
incolatui eorum subventum. Accessit et pactum, timt lettio 

in th« ilia of 

ut illi 'junctis umbonibus sudores suos patriae im- 
pendereut, recepturi emolumenta militias ab his 
quorum saluti vigilias praetenderent. Paululum 
in medio morae, et ecce Scottos adventantes, faci- 
lique negotio cessuram sibi ut supra praedam assti- 
manteSy Angli invadunt : illi vix dum collato pede 
fugam componunty fugitantes eques ^consecutus a 
tergo cecidit. Sic non semel certatum : cumque 
semper victoria consentiret Anglis, ut fere fit in 
rebus mortalium, et istis successus accendit auda- 
ciam, et illis timor aluit ignaviam ; eoque res pro- 
cessitut nihil magis Scotti quam cum Anglis ma- 
nus conserere ca^verent. 



» VirttUe.] S. E. L. ; virtuti- 
bus, D. M. 

' JiOtf .] One MS. (Cott. Claud. 
ix.)readfl*Wichti.' 

' Beda nan iacet.'] Beda, lib. i. 
c. 26. 

^ VenienHfnu igUur AnglUJ] 
Hengest and Hon landed at 



Ypwinesfleot (Ebsfleet, in the 
isle of Thanet). Sax. Chron. 

* JunctU umbonibua,'] A. CD. 
F. L, M, ; umbonibus, E, ; in- 
Yictis umbonibus, S, 

< Cmuecniui,'] C. D. E. M. ; 
insecntnsy A.S,L, 
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Heogett §7. Interea Hengistus, non minus acer ingenio 
mmJthiM quam alacer in prselio^ aliqnos ex suis (non ab- 
ooontiymMi. j^^^jj^g rcgc) patriam remittit^ qui regis et populi 

inertiam, insulae opulentiam exponant, ampla 
Their arrival Venire Yoleutibus prsemia proponant. Illi man- 
Taoghter* of data^ guaviter exequuntur, brevique cum sexdecim 
HengMt. uavibus revertuntur, adducentes ^filiam Hengisti, 
▼irginem, ut accepimus, quae esse! et naturse mi- 
raculum et yiromm spectaculum. Reg^ressis ador^ 
natur convivium : jubet Hengistus filiam fungi 
pincemce munere, ut regis accumbentis oculos 
pasceret. Nee id frustra fuit. Nam ille (ut 
semper in foeminarum decorem adhinniebat) sta- 
tim et formae gratia et gestuum elegantia sau- 
datus animum, potiendi puella spem imbibit^ nee 
distulit quin nuptias peteret patrem volentem 
cogens: ipse enim astu primo negare tarn hu- 
Her marri- milcs uuptias rcgc iudiguas allegans. Postremo, 
wyrtgeome. quasi gravatus, in sententiam transiit, totam Can- 
tiam pro munere accipiens, ubi jamdudum omnis 
justitia sub cujusdam 'gorongi laborabat regi- 
mine, qui tamen sicut omnes reguli insulse Worti- 
gemi substemebantur monarchiae : nee contentus 
hac liberalitate barbarus, sed abutens regis im- 
prudentia, persuadet uti a Germania ^fratrem et 
filium yirtutis viros cYOcet, scena composita, ut 
quia ipse ab oriente provinciam defcnsitaret, illi 
quoque ab aquilone Scottos fraenarent : ita rege 
connivente ipsi (circumnavigata Britannia) Or- 



* GnavUer exequwUur,^ A. D. 
E, L. M, ; gnaviter executi, 8, ; 
generaliter executi, C. 

' Filiam HengistiJ] Geoffrey 
of Monmouth is the first writer 
who gives the name of Hengest's 
daughter : he calls her Ronwen, 
a name by no means common 
among the Anglo-Saxons. In Ca- 
pitulo Historiae Nennii (xxxvi.) 
the daughter of Hengett is called 



Romwenna, but in the text the 
name is omitted. 

' Gorongi,'\ This word has been 
frequently mistaken for a proper 
name. Camden defines it a Guo- 
rong — a viceroy, or free man. See 
Camd. Brit col. 187, edit. Gib- 



son, Lond. 1695. 



* Fratrem etfiUumJ] Otha and 
Ebasa were the names of Hen- 
gesfs brother and son. 
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cades insulas adiere, easqae gentes cum Pictis et 
Scottis pari serumna inyolventes, in aquilonali 
parte insulae. quae nanc Northanimbria Yocator. saxoBMCtie- 

r 9 ^ moat in Nor- 

tunc et deinceps assedere : nnllos tamen ibi regio thumtnria. 
insigni vel nomine osos usque ad Idam^ de quo 
regalis Northanimbrorum adoleyit ' linea. Sed 
hsec inferius : nunc quod coeperam attexam. 

DB WORTBMER FILIO WORTIGBRNI^ ET DB 

ARTURO. 

§ 8. Vortemer filius Wortigemi haudquaquam wortenMr. 
ultra dissimulandum ratus, quod se Britonesque 
suos Anglorum dolo perverti cerneret, ad expulsi- 
onem eorum mentem intendit, simulque patrem ad 
idem audendum ^ incendit. Hoc igitur auctore post 
annos septem adventus eorum foedus foedatum, 
et per vig^nti annos 'frequenter levibus praeliis, a.d. 455. 
sed quater ^ut chronica tradit^ omnibus copiisde* 
pugnatum: prima congressione a^qua utrinque 
fortuna discessum, dum hi'Hors fratrem Hen-^ Death of 
gestii, illi ^Katig^ alterum regis filium magno45^ 



>l;tiiM.3 A. S.D.E.L.M.i 
proMtpia, C. 

' Ifuendii.^ A. S. D.E. L. M. ; 
accendit, C. 

' Frequenter levUms praUis,^ 
For an account of hig battles, 
and the Bubsequent treachery of 
the Saxons, see Nennius, § 43, 44, 
^5, eddU E. H. S. ; and compare 
Matth. Westm. An. 460 et seq. 
who has incorporated the British 
accounts into his Chronicle. 

* Ut chnmica tmdii,'] Malmes- 
bury alludes to the Saxon Chro- 
nicle, which giyes these dates of 
the battles : at £glesford (Ayles* 
ford, on theMedway),AJ).466 ; 
at Crecan£ord(Crayford), in 467 ; 
at Wyppedesfleote (Ebsfleet, in 
the isle of Thanet, near Stonar), 
in 466; and the fourth in the 
year 47S, the place not men- 



tioned* Nennius, ^ 44, describes 
the battles as haying been fought 
'super flumen Dereyent' (Da« 
rent, in Kent, probably at the 
spot where it is joined by the 
Cray), at Episford, or Rit Her- 
gabail, supposed to be Aylesford^ 
and ' in campo juxta Lapidem* 
tituli* (Stonar, in the isle of Tha^ 
net ; by some, Folkstone, in 
Kent). 

^ Hors.^ Hors was slain at the 
battle of Aylesford in 466, and 
is supposed to haye been buried 
at Horsted, in Kent Beda, Hb. 
I. § 86, writes, * in orientalibiui 
Cantiss partibus monumentiia 
habet suo nomine insigne.' Nen- 
nius calls the battle Episfofd. 

• KoHgu.^ Called by Nennius 
Categim, and mentioned as the 
second son of Wyrtgeome. 
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Desthor 



Artlrar. 



jnstitio desiderarent. In cseteris cum Angli su- 
periorem semper manum referrent pax convenit, 
incentore belli Guortemer fatal! sorte sublato, 
qui, multum a facilitate patris abhorrens, egregie 
regfnum moderaretur si Deus sivisset. Sed, eo 
extinctOy Britonum robur emarcuit, spes immi- 
nutae retro fluxere ; et jam tunc profecto pes- 
som issenty nisi 'Ambrosius, solus Romanonun 
superstes, qui post Vortigemum monarcha regni 
fuit^ intumescentes barbaros eximia bellicosi Ar- 
turis opera pressisset. 'Hie est Arthur de quo 
Britonum nugse bodieque delirant ; dignus plane 
quem non fallaces somniarent fabulse, sed yeraces 
prsedicarent historise, quippe qui Mabantem pa- 
triam diu sustinuerit, infractasque civium mentes 



^ Ambronus.'] Of Ambrosius 
AurelianuB, or the time he lived, 
nothing certain is known ; Beda 
obsenres that his parents had been 
'purpura induti.' Gildas de- 
scribes him as * yir modestus, qui 
solus fuit comis, fidelis, fortis, 
yeraxque, forte Romanse gentis, 
qui tantae tempestatis collisione, 
Decisis in eadem parentibus, pur- 
pura nimirum indutis superfue- 
rat' And Nennius (^ 48), speak- 
ing of him, says, 'qui fuit rex 
inter omnes reges Britannicae 
gentis.' He has been confounded 
with Natan-leod, of the Saxon 
Chronicle, who lost his life, with 
flye thousand of his subjects, in 
a battle fought in the year 508, 
against Cerdic the West-Saxon. 
See further on this subject Ussher, 
Primord. p. IIIG, and Carte's 
Hist Engl. vol. i. pp. 197—205. 

" Hie est Arthur.'] He was 
the hereditary prince of the Si- 
lures, in South Wales. Malmes- 
bury here observes of him, that he 
wasaman worthy to be celebrated, 
not by idle fictions, but by au- 
thentic history. It has by some 
been doubted whether he everl 



existed, because Gildas, a coeval 
historian, makes no mention of 
such a person. Higden, the 
author of the Polychronicon^ 
appears to have been the first 
vmter who doubted whether 
such a king as Arthur ever reign- 
ed in Britain. The following is 
a translation of his words : ' Con- 
cerning Arthur, whom Geoffrey, 
alone of chronologers, extols, 
many wonder howthe things which 
are related of him can be true ; 
because, if Arthur, as GeoflTrey 
relates, acquired thirty king- 
doms, subdued the king of 
France, kiUed Lucius, governor 
of the republic of Italy, why have 
all historians, Roman, F^vnch, 
Saxon, and British, omitted so 
many great acts of such a man, 
when they have related so many 
deeds of inferior men ? ' Geof- 
frey of Monmouth first collect- 
ed from the bards of Wales and 
Armorica the traditions of his 
exploits, and translated them 
into Latin. Concerning Arthur, 
see Nennius, § 56. 

' Labaniem.'] S. E. F. L. ; la- 
bentem, D, M, 
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ad bellam acuerit. Postremo, in ' obsessione 'Ba- siegeorBn- 

donici montiSy 'fretus imagine Dominican ^matris, l-D.^ie. 

quam armis suis insnerat, nongentos hostium 

solus adorsus incredibili caede prolBigarit. Con- 

tra, Angli^ quamvis vario fortunse lusu rotaren- 

tur, vacillantes suorum acies adventu compa- 

triotarum supplere^ andentioribos animis in fer- 

rom mere : paulatim, cedentibus accolis, per to- 

tam se insulam extendere, simul Dei non adver- 

sante consilio in cujns manu est omnium ^impe- 

riorum mutatio: sed hsec processu annorum; 

nam, vivente Wortigemo, nihil contra eos no- 

yatum. Interea Hengistus, vitio quodam hu- 

mani ingenii ut quo plus habeas plus ambias, 

fraude subomata generum ad convivium cum 

trecentis suorum invitat : cumque frequentioribus 

poculis invitatos ad tumultum animasset, et ex 

industria unumquemque salsa dicacitate per- 

stringeret, primo ad jurgia, mox ad arma ventum. TMeberons 

Ita Britones, ad unum omnes jugulati, animas tbJ^titii 

inter yina ^yomuere : rex ipse captus, datis tribus 

proyinciis, libertatem redemit, seryitutem exuit. 

Post haec, anno tricesimo nono adyentus sui. 



nobkt. 



^ Obfessime,'] D, E, L. M, ; ob- 
sidione, S, F, Beda, misunder- 
standing Gildas, incorrectly as- 
signs the year 493 to the siege of 
Bannesdon : according to the 
Annales Cambriae, it was fought 
A.D. 616. 

' BadonUi numtisy'] said to be 
Caer-Badon, the Hill of Bannes- 
don, near Bath. Gildas places 
it near the mouth of the Severn. 
See note to Gildas, p. 34, edit. 
£.xi.S. 

' Fretua imagine Dominica ma- 
ins.] Gildas, § 56, * Arthur por- 
tayit imaginem sanctss Mariae 
yirginis super humeros suos,' &c. 
Upon this subject see Ussher, 
Primord. p. 639. In the Annales 
CambriaSy these words occur: 



* Lxxii. annus. (A.D. 516.) Bel- 
lum Badonis in quo rex Arthums 
portayit crucem Domini nostri 
Jesu Christi tribus diebus et tri- 
bus noctibus in humeros suos, et 
yictor fiiit' Nennius describes 
this circumstance as having taken 
place in the battle 'in CasteUo 
Guinnion;' but the slaughter of 
nine hundred and sixty men in 
one day by the hand of Arthur he 
assigns to the battle in Monte 
Badonis, § 56. 

• Mairis,] D, reads ' admini- 
culo' after * matris.' 

• /mpmomm.] A, S, D, E, 
L. M. ; regnorum, C. 

• Vommere.'] D, E. L, M. ; evo- 
muere, 8, 



f 
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DmA 9t Hemgistus diem ckuisit ; vir qiii snccessiis snos 

A.Df4& non minus fraodibns qnam viribns urgens, 'mid- 

tmn genoinsB sasvitisB indalgens, omnia cmen- 

tins quam dvilins agere mallet. ReUqnit filivm 

amo, A.D. 'Eisc, qui, magis tnendo'qnam ampUando regno 

'intentos^ patemos limites nonquam excessit. Con- 

othandEor- somptisque annis viginti quatnor^ filium 0th, ejns- 

A.D.512. demqne filinm Yrmenricnm, haboit successores, 

^sibi quam avo aut proavo similiores : amboram 

temporibus quinquaginta et tres anni deputantnr 

^iu chronicis : caetenim, si singillatim vel com- 

muniter regnaverint, non discemitur. 



Aethelberht, 
A.D. 565. 



D£ BTHELBIRHTO RBGB, BT DB ADVENTU 8ANCT1 

AU6USTINI. 

§ 9. Post illos EthelbirtuSy Yrmenrici filius, *re- 
rum potitns, 'quinquaginta annos et tres jnxta 



10 



ex- 



"chronica, * juxta Bedam quinquaginta et sex 
egit : yiderit lector quomodo banc dissonantiam 
componat ; " nam nos earn, quia admonuisse sufTe- 
cent, in medio relinquimus. Hie, primis pubescen- 
tis regni temporibus, adeo yicinis regibus fuit ri- 
dicule, ut uno et altero pulsus praelio vix suos 



V 



' MnUum,"] E. ; multumqae, 
A. S. C, D. L. M, 

« Eisc.] S, C, D. E. M, ; A. 
omits ' Eisc ;' L, reads ' ejus.' 

' Intentus,^ S, C, D. E. L, M. ; 
contentus, C. 

^ Sibi qwan avo aut proavo n- 
miliores,'] S. C. D. E, M, ; quam 
ayo aut atavo similiores, A. L. 

^ In chronicis.'] The chronicles 
now extant do not contain this 
information. 

• Rerum,] S, C. D, E. L. M. ; 
regnum. A, 

' Qvinquaginta annos et tres,"] 
Although the Saxon Chronicle 
states (under the year 666) that 
Aethelberht held his kingdom 
fifty-three winters, yet, under the 
year 616, it states that h^ died in 



A.D. 616, after he had reigned 
fifty-six winters. There is stiU, 
however, a discrepancy, for if 
Aethelberht ascended the throne 
in 665, (according to all the ma- 
nuscripts now known,) and died 
in 616, his reign could only have 
been fifty-one years. Wheloc 
and others, however, assign the 
year 660, but upon what autho- 
rity it has not been ascertained. 

^ Chronica.'] E.; chronicam, 
A. S. C. D. L. M. 

' Juxta Bedam.] Hist. Ecc. 
Gen. Angl. lib. ii. c. 6, §100, 
101. 

^^Exegit,] A.D£.L.M. ; trans- 
egit, 8. C. 

" Nam.] D. E. M. ; A. S. C. L. 
omit ' nam.' 
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terminos tutaretur. Postmodum cum adultiori 
setati consultior etiam militise accessisset peritia, 
* omnes nationes Anglomm prseter Northanimbros 
continuis victoriis domitas sub jugum traxit ; et^ 
ut exterorum quoque familiaritatem ascisceret, 
regis Francorum affinitatem ^filise ejus 'nuptiis 
sibi conciliavit. Turn vero Francorum contu- 
bernio gens ^eatenus barbara ad unas consuetu- 
dines confoederata, silvestres animos indies ex- 
uere, et ad leviores mores declinare. His adde- 
batur Letardi episcopi, qui cum regina ve- 
nerate caelebs admodum vita, qua regem ad 
Christi Domini cognitionem etiam tacens invi- 
tabat : quo factum est, ut postea beato ^ Aug^- 
tino praedicanti ^regius animus jam emoUitusHii eonT«r. 

^ .1 1 .1 tion to Chris- 

facile cederet, et pnmus de numero patrum su-tianity,A.D. 

orum sacris sacrilege renunciaret ; ut quos regni 

^premebat potentia, fidei quoque obumbraret 

gloria: hsec est profecto clara nobilitas, hsec 

superba virtus, honestate vincere quos honore 

vincas. Quin etiam curam extendens in posteros, 

Meges patrio sermone tulit, quibus bonis praemia 

decerneret, improbis per remedia severiora oc- 

curreret, nihil super aliquo negotio in futurum 

relinquens ambig^um. 



* Omnei.'] E.; A. S^ C. D, L, 
M, read 'breri' before 'omnes/ 

* FiUiB 9i».] Bertha, daughter 
of Charibert, king of Paris, by 
his queen Ingoberga, and niece of 
Glothaire I. 

s Nm|>Hu.] S. reads < BertsB ' 
after ' nuptiis ;' i. C. D. £. L. M, 
omit ' Bertae/ 

« Eajtenu».'\ S. C. D, E, M. ; A, 
L. omit * eatenus/ 

' AuguitinoJ] Augustine, with 
his companions, was dispatched 
from Rome in the year 696 : he 



arrived at the isle of Thanet in 
697. For a fuU account of this 
fact, see Beda, Hist. Ecc. Gen. 
Angl. lib. I. c. 26, ^ 64. 

• Ret^ui.] D. E, L.M. ; regis, 
S. 

'' Premebat,^ C. D. E. L. M. ; 
praeeminebat, S. 

• Leges,] No earlier copy of 
the Laws of Aethelberhtthan the 
Textus Roffensis now exists: 
that volume was compiled by 
Emulfus, bishop of Rochester, 
between the years 1116 and 11S4. 

C 
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Eidbiad, 
A.D. 616. 



§ 10. Excessit anno ^post 'acceptam fidem primo 
et vicesimo, Edbaldo filio regni tradens uurignia. 
Ille, mox ubi patemi metus abmpit frsena, exsnf* 
flata Cbristianitate, 'noyercae qnoqne pndorem 
expugnavit : sed, ne omnino in praeceps ferretnr, 
divinas miserationis austeritas obicem opposnit. 
Confestim enim regulis quos pater sub jugum 
miserat rebellantibus, regni mutilatus dispendio, 
et per boras crebro afflatus daemonio, contumaciB 
perfidiae ^tormenta pendebat. Quibus offensus 
successor Augustini ^Laurentius, dum post prae- 
missos comites proyinciacederemeditaretur/Dei 
animatus verbere sententiam revocayit. Qua 
de re conventus rex, dum fidem dictomm ponti- 
ficis plagas facerent, non aspemanter ut aiunt 
inflexus, et Christianismi g^ratiam hausit, et in- 
cestis nuptiis valedixit. Verum ut in punienda 



^ Pott aceeptam fidem prhno et 
vicesimo,'] Aethelberht died on the 
24th Feb. A.D. 616: the twenty- 
one yean must therefore be 
reckoned from the miBsion of 
Augustine, and not firom Aethel- 
berht's conyersion. Compare 
Beda'i statements, ^ 100, 101, 
which are at yariance. 

^ Aceeptam fidem.'] A,C,D.E,L. 
M,\ receptam Christi fidem, S. 

■ iVotxTOpJ After the death of 
Bertha, Aethelberht married an- 
other French princess; but her 
name is not mentioned by histo- 
rians, probably on account of her 
incest with Eidbald. See Beda, 
lib. II. c. 6, ^ 102, and Saxon 
Chron. A.D. 616. 

* Twmenta.'\ A, D, E. L. M. ; 
pcenas, S, C. 

* LaurentiuM,"] Respecting the 
exact date of the death of Au- 
gustine, and the appointment of 
his successor, great uncertainty 
prevails; but if the first charter 
printed in the Cod. Dip. ^vi 
Angl. Sax. can be relied upon as 



authentic, it would establiih the 
fact that Laurentius was in oflSoe 
before the 28th of April 604. Tlie 
genuineness of this charter, how- 
ever, is open to question. Mr. 
Remble, whose decision is enti- 
tled to authority, does not doubt 
its authenticity. Dr. Smith, the 
learned editor of Beda, is of opi- 
nion that Augustine died in tlie 
year 605 ; but Wharton prefers 
the year 604. See Angl. Sacr. i. 
80 ; II. 70. 

' Dei animatui verbere Menten- 
tiam revocavit,'] Mellitus and 
Justus, being disgusted at the 
opposition and insults offered to 
Christianity, left Britain, and re- 
turned to the Continent; and 
Laurentius entertained the like 
resolution of departure. St. Pe- 
ter is said to have appeared to 
him in a vision, and, reproaching 
him for his cowardice, scourged 
him for his unworthy resolution 
to forsake his flock. See Beda^ 
lib. II. c. 6, ^ 104. 
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perfidia terribilis exempli nota posteris innrere- 
tur, avitis finibus aegre licet retentis, nuhquam 
ad patemum fastigiom potuit aspirare. Caetemm, 
tota vita integer in fide, nihil quod famam Isede- 
ret commisit : monasterium quoqae ' extra muros 
Cantuariae, quod pater fundaTerat^ ingentibuB 
prasdiis et amplissimis donariis illustravit : quo-f 
rum laudes ^t merita omnes Angli suspicere et 
praMlicare debebunt, quod Christianam fidem leni 
credulitate et credula lenitate Anglias invalesoere 
permiserint. Quis enim non jocunde speculetur 
quantum aequitati conveniat, quantum dulcedini 
concinat responsum iUud reg^ Ethelbirhti, quod 
eum primae praedicationi Augustini 'Beda retu- 
lisse narrat ?-— non posse se novae sectas tam cito 
animum adhibere, relictis cultibus quos semper 
exercuerit cum tota Anglorum gente; vemn- 
tamen nulla illos molestia exacerbandos, quin 
^potius praedicationis permlssu et amplo victn ju- 
vandos, quod tam longam a natali solo pereg^-» 
nationem susceperint ut Anglis quaa optima pu- 
tabant indulgenti benignitate conununicarenti 
Nee infra promissionem factum fuit ^remissius, do- 
nee sensiin explorata fidei veritate et ipse cum 
subjectis numero fidelium sociatus est. Quid 
iste ? nonne primo tempore magis camis illecebra 
quam animi obstinatione devians, magnam ta- 
men vitas pontificum exhibebat venerationem, 
quorum negligebat fidem? denique, ut dixi, ob 
unius facile conversus injuriam, magno momento 
Christianitatis 'augmentis fuit. Ambo igitur ^ lau-- 
dabiles, ambo profusiora praeconia emeriti, si- 



' Extra muros CaiUifarur.] St 
Augustine's. 

* Beda.^ Beda,lib. i. c. 25, § 65. 
» PaHus,] D.E.L.M. ; etiam,C. 

* Remissius,^ A. D. E, L. M. ; 
8, C. omit ' remisBius.' 



• AugmaUU.1 8. D. E. L. M. ; 
augpnentuxn, A, C. 

' LoMdabiU*,'] A. reads * yiri* 
after 'laudabUes;' 8. C. JD. E. 
L, Af. omit'Tiri.' 

09 
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quidem bonum quod ille mag^animiter inchoa- 
verity iste benigne confoverit. 
EareoDbcrht, . § 11. 'Cui post ' viginti quatuoF regni annos de- 
A.D.640. j-^jj^^Q successit filius Ercombirchtus *ex Emma 
filia regis Francorum susceptus, et eodem * qui- 
dem annorum numero, sed meliori anspicio 
principatu fdnctus, reUgione in Deom, pietate 
in patriam, ^juxta insignis. Com enim avus et 
pater, citra destmctionem idolomm, fidem nos- 
tram coluissent, hie parom et inferius ^devotione 
regia arbitratus, si non destmeret propensiore 
consilio quod illi tacito Mamnarant judicio, omnia 
deorum sacella complanavit ad solum, ut nullum 
sacrilegii ad posteros manaret vestigium ; prse- 
clare ; poterat enim vulgus fanaticas supersti- 
tionis admoneri, quamdiu loca pulvinarium suo- 
rum non desineret intueri : atque ut gentem suam, 
ventri tantum indulgentem, parcitati guise doceret 
insuescere, ^praecepit per omne regnum observari 
quadraginta dierum solenne jejunium. Mag- 
nam prorsus tunc temporis rex rem aggressus, 
quem nee deliciarum luxus enervare, nee regni 
solicitudo a Dei cultu potuit avocare. Per hsec 
Dei favore tutus, rebusque domi et foris ex sen- 
tentia cedentibus, tranquillissime consenuit. Cu- 
jus filia Ercongota, tanto soboles non indigna 



1 Cut ... difuneto.^ ElUlbald 
died on Thursday, 20th Jan. 640. 
' *VitinHqMahior,^A.S.D.E, 
X. Af. ; Yiginti quinque, C. 

' Ex Emma . . . FrancontmJ] 
After < the death or divorce of 
his first wife, E&dbald married 
Enuna, the daughter of Theod- 
bert, king of Austria. (Pagi, 
A.D. 640.) Earconherht was 
the issue of this marriage. Er- 
menfrid was a son by the first 



marriage. See note ', p. 22. gom. an. 640. 



* Quidem.] A. S. D. E. L. M. 
C. omits * quidem.' 

* Juxta tiu^nu.] S. C, E. L. 
yita insignis, A, D, M, 

* JDfvotume.] A,S.D.E.L.M. 
dignatione, C. 

7 Damnarant,"] C,D,E, L. M, 
damnarent, A, S. 

' Prtteqnt . . .j^vnimm,'] See 
Beda, lib. in. cap. 8, § 172 ; 
Sax. Chron. an. 640 ; Flor. Wi- 
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parente, eemnlifiqne Tirtutnm liueamentU' patri 
respondens, 'Gala, monasterium apad Gallias, 
'saDctitadinis suae loce vestivit. 

§ 12. At Tero filiiu Egbertas, per noTem aonos bba«ai, 
patrio tbroDO retento, nihil memorabile fecit tam 
breris imperii compendio, nisi qnia 'adveDtuai 
Tbeodori archiepiscopi et Adriani abbatis tam*- 
poram illius 'impatet ^lorise : doctorum viro- 
mm, et qni omnem literatnram imis medaUifi 
combiberant ; qnod niai esset oaqaequaqne de- 
tritum, libeater pergeiem referre quantum lucis 
tanc per eos orbi Britannico infulserit, qnomodo 
bine Gratci, bioc Latini palasstras literarum 'sta- 
diis in onnm contulerint, et insolam, tyrannomm 
quondam nutricalam, familiare pbilosophifB do- 
miciliam *effecerint. 

§ 13. Successit 'l^berto frater Lotbarins, alite HUtShoii, 
mala regnum ii^resstis, quippe per * nndecim an- ^°- •"■ 



' Cata, monaxUrnm tpad Gat- 
lit*.} Chelle, about four miles 
from Parii, ■. numierr foDDded 
bf QoMD BaUuldu, trite of Clo- 
doveuB tlie Second. Beda, (lib. 
III. cap. 8, § 17S,) however, 
BtatM that Ercongota wtu a nun 
' In loco qui dicitor In Brige,' 
(FaremouatieT en Brie,) a cele- 
brated Benedictine nnnner;. 

■ SanetiladinU.] A. C. S. E. 
L. ; lanctilatia, D. M. 

' Advtmttan Theedvri art\iefi- 
•copi tt JdrioNi diiotii.] Theo- 
dore of Taniia, in Cilicia, or- 
dained archbiahop of Cauterburj 
at Rome, 30th March, A.D. 668, 
and enlhroned at Canterbuiy, 
8Tth Mar, A.D. 069. He irai 
an admirable scholar, and well 
Tened in Grecian and Roman 
literatore, arithmetic, and aatro- 
nomf , He set out for England 
vrth Ha; 068, accompanied by 
Adiian, at the eipreM command 
of Pope Vitelliaoui, who appre- 



hended that Theodore might la- 
clioe to the doctrine of the Greek 
church, in which he waa educated. 
Adrian waa appointed abbot of 
SL Aoguitine's, Canterbury. 

/nfwld.] A. S. C. £. £. ; 
mppotel, D. M. 

•S*«(iu.] £.; A. 8. C. D. 
L. M, te«d ' certnntihuB' befixe 

• Efftcerint.] After ' effecerin^* 
S. D. M. read ' Sod et hoe, «t 
qnicqnid iioni potest diebui Eg- 
berti aacribi, attennat facinu 
qoD Elbertnm et Egelbrichm, 
Bliot patmi, aut interemit aat 
inlerimiieqaaoiniiterpaMuafiilt,' 
C omita ' squanimiter.' J,C,£. 
omit the whole pawage. 

' Egberie.'\ EcgbeAt died In 
Jalj, A.D. 6TS. 

' Uiufcdi*.] A. a. C. D. L. Jtf.j 
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hb death, 
A.D. 68S. 



Death of 

KdricAJ). 

MS. 



Death of 
MnU, A.D. 
687. 



noSy infestante Edrico filio Egbert!, freqnenter et 
varia sorte civilibus bellis conflictatos, noTissi- 
meque jaculo corpus trajectus, Mpso Tulnere inter 
medendnm vitam efiudit. Sunt qui non 'tacent 
fratres ambos cita morte merito cmdelitatis ab- 
flumptOB ; 'quod Egbertns Alios j^tmi ^innocentes 
ocdderit; Lotharius martyres propalatos irrise- 
rit : qnamyis prior et factum ingemuerit, et matri 
fratruelium partem insulse Tanatos ad sedifican- 
dum monasterium concesserit. 

§ 14. Nee Edricus successu tyrannidis longnm 
gloriatus est ; sed citra biennium, regno et yita 
spoliatus, patriam lacerandam hostibus exposnit. 
Continue enim quidam Kedwalla cum fratre 
MoUone, alias sane bonus et efficax, digladiabile 
odium in Cantuaritas spirans, quantis potuit co- 
natibus provinciam invasit olim dintuma pace 
feriatam, sed tunc intestino bello dissidentem, 
impune sibi cessuram arbitratus : sed non ita ut 
sperabat imparatos, aut animi vacuos, provinciales 
offendit; siquidem post multa jncommoda yi- 
catim et oppidatim accepta, tandem animati ad 
manus veniunt; congressuque supcriores Ked- 
wallam in terga vertunt, ^fratreque in tugurium 
quoddam compulso, domunculam ipsam succen- 
dunt. Ita Mollo, dum erumpendi in hostem 
deesset audacia, et totis circa tectum habenis 
regnarent incendia, ^ inter flammas 'halitum ruc- 



' Ipm vulnere . . . vitam effu- 
dU,^ HI6$heridied of his wounds, 
6th Feb. A.D. 686. 

* Tacent.^ D. E,; taceant, A. 
S. C. L. M. 

' Quod Eghertus JUia$ patrui 
innocentes ocdderitJ] Elbert and 
Aegilberht were sons of Ermen- 
frid, half-brother of Ecgberht, 
MaMesbury afterwards gives a 
foller account of their murder. 

* Imufcentes,] A, E, L,; after 



' innocentes,' read ' ut dixi/ S. 
C. D. M. 

* Fratreque.'] A.CDJE.LM.; 
fratreque MoUone, S. 

* Inter flammas,'] Caedwalla 
and his brother Mull laid waste 
Kent in the year 686, and in the 
following year Mull was buraity 
with twelve others. Sax. Chron. 
A.D. 686, 687. 

7 HalUmn.] A.S.D. E. L. M. i 
1, C. 
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tavit Non tamen Kedwalla destitit, aut a pro- 
vinda pedem retulit, quin dolorem simm crebris 
accolamm dispendiis sarciret, rei quoque ol- 
tionem in snccesBorem Inam transftinderet, sicut 
^suo loco dicetor. 

§ 16. ^In tarn desperatis rebns Cantise secennio 
eirciteraregniasuccessioneclaudicatam : 'septimo 
demum anno Wihtredns filins Egbert!, cum apud wihtned, 
suos invidiam pressisset industria, et apud hostes 
pacem locasset pecunia, magna spe civium ^al- 
lectus in regem, voti compotes fecit Domi enim 
civilisy et bello invictus, Christianam reUgionem 
sanctissime coluit, potestatem amplissime ^por- 
rexit, et, ut nihil felicitati deesset, post ^trig^ta hit death, 
et tres annos longaevus, quod beatissimum mor- 
tales putanty superstitibus eisdemque hseredibus 
liberis tribus, &to functus est. 'Quorum Edber- Eidberht 



' Smolocodieetur,'] SeepoBty^S5. 

' In tamJ] A, iSf. £• L. ; IntentL^ 
C. D. M. 

'Septimo.'] If the period of 
■eren yean, here ipoken of, be 
compated fit>in the death of H16iS- 
heri, the succession of Wihtraed 
ought to be placed in the year 
699, which is at variance with 
the best authorities ; and, if the 
usurpation of Edric be also in> 
eluded in the calculation, the dif- 
ference will be still greater. It 
seems, therefore, that Malmes- 
bury has assigned too long a term 
for the interregnum in Kent, as 
Wihtraed's accession in the year 
690 is undoubtedly fixed. 

*AUectu$ in regetn.] Wihtraed 
began his reign at the end of the 
year 690. It appears by the Saxon 
Chronicle that at this tine, A.D. 
699, there were two kings in 
Kent, Wihtraed and Suaebhard. 
See also Florence of Worcester, 
An. 001, and Beda, § S76. 

*Perrean«.] After 'porrexit,' 



A. reads 'Ipse est qui monas- 
terium sancti Martini apud Do- 
feram fecit ;' D, M, omit * apud 
Doferam ;' S, C. E. L, omit the 
whole passage. In Florence of 
Worcester's genealogy of the 
kings of Kent, these words occur : 
'Wichtredus in regnum suoce- 
dens ecclesiam sancti Martini in 
Dovera construxit/ 

* Triginta et tres omisff.] A, S, 
D, E. L. M. ; triginta, C— The 
Saxon Chronicle makes Wihtraed 
reign thirty-four years. Beda 
(lib. Y. cap. 93) correctly assigns 
thirty-four years and a half to his 
reign. He died on the 2Srd April, 
A.D. 725. (Sax. Chron.) 

^ Qmrwn EdbertuM viginH et 
tribusy EdelbertuM wtdecim.] 
Malmesbury's meaning respect- 
ing the sons of Wihtraed is ra- 
ther obscure. He probably in- 
tends that Aethelberht reigned 
eleven years after the death of 
E^dberht, (with whom he had 
preyiously conjointly reigned 
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A.D. 754. 
A.D. 774. 



Aetheibtfht tos ^ viginti et tribns, Edelbertus nndecim/AlricaiB 
triginta et qoatuor annis, patema 'terentes in- 
stituta, baud Mecolore exitu regnum continuavere, 
nisi quod Edelbertus fortuito urbis incendio, et 
Alricus infausto adversus Mercios praelio^ 'glo- 
nam temporum suorum non parum obnubilavere. 
Ita si quid accidit probri non tacetur, si quid 
prosperi parum in chronicis notatur, sive quod 
consulto factum est, sive quod naturse vitio com- 
paratum est : quod cum sit bonorum brevis gra- 
tia, setemum quse nocuere dolent. Post illos 
nobile germen rcgum exaruit, generosus sanguis 
effriguit ; tunc impudentissimus quisque, cui vel 
lingua divitiaSy vel factio terrorem comparav^^t, 
ad tyrannidem anhelare, tunc regio insigni in- 
digni abuti. Quorum ^Edelbertus idemque Pren 
cum biennio Cantuaritis imperitaret, in Mercios 
majora viribus 'conatus^et ab eisdem captus,yin- 
culis manuSy corpus captivitati praebuit: nee 
multo post ab hostibus laxatus, sed a suis non 
receptus, dubium quo fine defecit. Deinde ejus- 



Eadbjrht 
Ptku, A.D. 
794. 



twenty-three years,) and that 
Alric reigned thirty-four years 
after the death of Aethelberht 
This would be quite consistent 
with other authorities, which state 
that upon the death of Wihtraed 
his sons £4dberht and Aethel- 
berht jointly succeeded. The 
former died in the year 748, and 
the latter reigned alone until the 
year 761 : he was succeeded by 
Alric, who died in the year 794. 

» Viginti et tribus.'] A. S. C. 
£.L.; triginta et tribus, D. M. 

* Alriau,'] Alric died in the 
year 704, and with him ended 
the race of Hengest. He is ge- 
nerally considered the last of the 
Kentish kings. 

» Terenies.^ A, CD, E. L. M. ; 
tenentes, S. apparently more cor- 
rect. 



* Deeolore,'] S,; A,C, D. E. 
L. M, read * decoloro.' 

' Gloriam timporum Monm.] 
A.S,D,E,L.M, ; claritatem foita- 
nae, C. 

* Edelbertus idemque Pren,'] 
Eadbyrht, sumamed Praen, ob- 
tained the kingdom of Kent, AJ>. 
794 : he was taken prisoner, in 
796, by the Mercians, who put out 
his eyes, and cut off his hands. 
Malmesbury elsewhere states that 
Coenuulf, moved with compas- 
sion, released him from captirity 
at the altar of Winchelcombe, and 
that Cuthred, whom Offa had 
made king of Kent, was preseat 
to applaud this act of royal cle* 
mency. 

'C(Mw*iM.} A. D. F. L. JIf.; 
ausus, S» C, 
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dem calamitatis et factionis haeres Cnthredus octo ^^^ 
annis solo scilicet nomine regnayit. Hinc regifie 
dignitatis abortivum BaldreduspostqnamCantiam Baund, 
octodecim annis ^ obsedit, ab Egbirhto rege West^ 
Saxonnm. praelio pulsus in exilium concessit. Ita 
regnumCantiae, qnod ab anno incamationis Domi- fui or the 

,_, , _ ,, kingdom of 

ni, quadnngentesimo quadragesimo 'quarto stete- Kent, a.d. 
rat, annis trecentis 'septuaginta et quinque alterius 
potestati accessit. Sed quia primi regni, quod '. 
de Anglis excrevit, prosapiam pauds persecuti; 
quasi ^scintillam de antiquitatis favilla excus^^ 
simus, nunc regnum West-Saxonum stilus venti- 
labit : quod a primo proximum, longo tamen in- 
tervallo inchoavit, ipsum est, quod multo situ, 
marcescentibus caeteris, invicto usque ad ad- 
ventum Normannorum vigore floruit, et alia, at 
ita dicam, strangulata, faucibus avidis absorbuit : 
hoc ergo si lineatim ad Egbirhtum provexero, de 
reliquis duobus, nauseam longitudinis evitani^ 
aliqua subtexam, quae cum in primo libro de- 
bitum finem invenerint, secundus solos West<- 
Saxones intuebitur. 

DE REGNO WEST-SAXONUM. 

. § 16. ^Regnum West-Saxonum, quo ^neque mag- cefdie 
nificentius ^neque diutumius ullumBritannia vidit. 



* Obsedit,'] D, E. L, M. ; obse- 
derit, A, ; obsederat potius quam 
rexerat, S, ; obsedit potius quam 
rexit, C. 

. * Quarto.^ C. D. E. L. M. ; 
sexto, j4. ; nono, S, correctly. 

' SeptwoLgiiUa,^ A. 8. C. E. L. ; 
sexaginta, D. M, 

* Seintillam de aniiquitatiafa' 
mUa excussimus,'] A,S.D, L, M. ; 
excuflsixnus velelicuimuB, E, ; an- 
tiquitatis seintillam elicuimus, C. 

^RegnumWest'Saxomtm,] The 
kings of this kingdom callisd them- 



selves originally kings of the 
Gewissas, their family tribe ; 
Gewis was the ancestor of Cer- 
dic in the third degree : they a£> 
terwards called themselves kings 
of the West-Saxons, and subse- 
quently kings of the West-Sax- 
ons and Men of Kent For an 
account of the extent of their 
kingdom, see post, lib. i. and Flo- 
rence of Worcester, Append, ad 
Chronicon. 

^ NiqueJ] A, D. E. L, M. ; nee, 
C. 
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wnUm in 
Britain, 



a qnodam Cerdido primum ebiilli«i8, mox is 
magnum fiustigiom evasit : qui genie Qeummuam, 
amplis majoribus, qnippe a Wodenio decimiui, 
cum domesticis conflictatioiiibiifl ingentes spi* 
ritns alidssety statoit patria discedere, et armis 
fiunam dilatare. Id, animo commmiicato 'cum 
filio Cenrico, meditari ausiui, conseiitieiite ado- 
lescente, qui proxiinis glorias passibuft patrem 
urgerety 'in Britanniam cum qmnque eeolia oo- 
pias trajecit. Actum aimo Dominicao incama- 
tionis qoadringentesimo nonagesimo qninto, post 
mortem Hengesti octavo. 'Ipsoque die a Bri- 
tonibns bello exceptns, yir yeteris militiae hob 
difficulter arietantem maltitadinem contndit et 
fiigere compnlit : quo snccessa et sibi ^piofimdaa 
in reliqunm aecnritatem, et provincialibus quie- 
tem, peperit; nam, nunqnam post iUom diem 
lacescendnm arbitrati, in ejns jura volentes con- 
oessere. Non tamen ille ignavo indidgens otio 
feriabatnr, qmn x>otinB crebras drcamqnaque 
victorias extendens anno post adventom sniim 
obteins the viceslmo quarto in occidentali parte insnlas, qnarn 
wSmoT^ illi ^West-Sexam vocant, monarchiam adeptos 
est: ^qna qnindecim annis functus, fatnm com- 
grnik, A.D. plevit, rogno toto praeter insnlam Wehtam ad 
£liam deroloto. Ea enim, indnltu regiae mnnifi* 
centiaB, potestati 'Wihtgari ^nepotis sni accessit. 



1 Cum.] a. C. D. E. L, M, ; 
emitted in S. 

' In BrUmmiam . • . tn^eeU."] 
Cardie and Cynric landed at a 
place caUed CerdioetMmu (Sax. 
Cfaron. A.D. 495.) 

' Ip9oque die a.] S. C. D. E. 
L, M. ; Ipso quoqne die, A. 

« Pr^imdajn.] A. S. D. E. 
L, M, ; omitted in C. 

* WesUSexam.^ The Idonda- 
tion of the kingdom of the Weat- 



Saxons is alao anigned to tiie year 
519 by the Saxon Ciironide. 

' Qma qunideeim.'] A, D. E. 
L, M, ; qua aexdedm, S, ; qtd 
aexdecim, C. 

7 Wihtgan.'] Ceidic and Cyn- 
ric took the isle of Wi{^ in tiie 
year 6S0, and gare it to their 
two nephews, Stnf and Wihflgar. 
(Sax. Chron.) 

* NepoH$ Mi.] A. 8. D. &. 
L. M. ; emitted in C. 
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Is, turn sanguinis propinquitate^ torn bellandi 
arlibusi avuncolo juxta ^cams, celebrem in ea- 
dem insula prime principatum, post etiam 'se* 
pulturam aocepit. Porro Cenricus, patre non dmui of 
infericNT yirtute, regnum nonnihil ampliatnm^ post So!^ ^^' 
annos 'viginti sex, filio Ceaulino contulit. 

PS CRAUUNO* ; 

§ 17. Cujus ispectatissimum in pneliis robur owwun, 
annales ad invidiam eflferant, quippe qui fuerit ^^' ^' 
AngUs stupori, Britonibus odi6, utrisque exitio. 
Horum exempla pro cmnpendio subjiciam. Ethel- a.d. 56&« 
birthum Cantuaritanun regem, alias laudalHlem, 
sed tunc pro antiquitate fieaniliad primas sibi 
partes vendicantem, ac per hoc avidins alienos 
fines incursantem, probe aggressus fusis auxiliis 
ad sua fugavit. Brftannos, qui temporibus pa- 
tris et avi vel praetento deditionis umbone, yet 
claustrorum mundium objectu, Gloecestrisd et Ci- a.d. m.* 
recestree et Bathoniae exitium efi^gerant, 'in* 
festa ^prosecutus animositate, orbibus exuit, et in 
eonfragosa saltuosaque loca hodieque detrusiU 
Inter hsec tamen, quia fetalis alea incertis jacti- 
bus in hujus yitsB tabula mortales eludit, tantos 
bellorum 'eventus obfuscavit loctus domesticus : 
denique ' Cuda fratre immatura morte intercepto, DMth or 
ejusdemque nominis filio ante se in pugna ex« ss^ ^ 
tincto, ambobus praedicabilis spei juvenibus, mul* 



1 CaruB.] D. E.L. M. ; camis, 
A, ; after * cams,' * ejus enirn ex 
aorore nepoa erat,' S, C. 

* Sefmliuram.^ Wihtgar died 
in the year 544, a*d was buried 
at Carisbrook. (Sax. CSiroiu) 

« Vigmii sex.] S, C. E. ; vi- 
ginti qoatuor, A. D, L. M, 

* 568.] CeawUn repulsed Ae- 
flielberfat, king of Kent, in a 
battle at WimUedoni, A.B. 666. 



* 577.] See Sax. Chroa. A J>. 
677. 

* iVfsfo.] A. S. D, E. L. M. { 
ayide, C. 

'' PratecuhuJ] S. C.D.E.M.; 
persecutoSy A, L, 

* Etfenhu.] A. D. E, L, M, ; 
anccesaus, S, C. 

* CiMia.] Oitflia and Ida aon 
were dain at tbe battle foaghl 
9X F^flienie,te'GloneeBtefBhire, 
A.D. 664. (SwcCteoa.) 
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ttuB felidtati sdsb decessisse * non semel bobih- 

ravit. Postremo ipse, diebus nltimis re^o ex- 

toniii, miserandam sni spectacalnm hosdbas ex- 

hibuit. Quia enim in odium sai quasi classi- 

CKwUn n- cam Qtrobiqne cecinerat, conspirantibiu tam 

EkUBfdoB, An^lis qnam Britotubiu apnd *Wodnesdic ceso 

exercitn anno *tricesimo primo, regno Dudatns, in 

Hk «wl^ exilinm concessit, et coDtinno decessit Tone 

floitantes regni habenaa direxeront nepotes egos, 

cvi. A.i>. filii Cudee; *CeIrictifi aunia 'quinqne, 'Ceolwolfiu 

c«iuDif, 'annis qnataordecim. Quomm tempore inferior. 

Bed virtuto praestantior, omnem setatem in bellis 

detrivit, qnippe qui nolli unqnam ignaviae locum 

dederit, quin sna et tntaretur et protenderet. 

g^rtk, § 18. * Post illnm filii Celrict, Cinegislns et Q ui- 

A.D.(ii.' celmns, regni inlolasaeqna lance indaemnt; ambo 

strenni, ambo mntnis pietatis inter se certantes 

officiis, at merito propter insolitam regibos coa- 

cordiam fiierint prsesentiboa miiacolo, fntnria 

exemplo. Denlque bella qoamplnrima, nescias 

majore virtnte an moderatione, gessemnt vel 

contra Britaunos, vel contra Pendam r^em 

Herciomm, hominem, at sao loco dicetar, ad 

: ' Nm ttMtt.1 A, S. D. E. I of WoTCMter, C«ol or Ccohia. 
-L. M. ; pluMiDam miikI, C. He aDcceeded to the kingilom on 

* WtdMtdie.] The localit; of th« expuMon of Uf uncle Ceaw- 
thii battle ia oncertaie ; by taaiv 'lin, A.D. 591, and raigiied ive 
SappoKd to be at Wandsdike iji yean. 
Wilt.hfre, by otherj at Weiii- » 0,;,.^^.] A.D.E.L.M.; 



borrow : MCordiog to Florenr f jjj^ g_ (■_ 
of Woroetter, at Wodnesbeorh, ' id 
e»t, Modi Wodeni.' The Saioii 
Chfoaicle itatei that there im.i 
k gre*t slaughter at Wodden- 
beoTge in the year 691, anil 
Ce*wUn was driven from his 
kingdom. Ha died in the year 

ses. 

* TnttmmeprimB.']A.S.D.E. 
L, M.; Ticeaimo primo, C. 

' CHnau.} He ii called in Up 
Saxon ChtooJcle, and In Floreac t 



* CeoIwK{/tM.] Ceolanlf eon- 
menced his reign AJ>. 697, and 
died in Gil, after a reign of fottr- 

' AkmU-I S. C. D. E. L.M.i 
omitted in A. 

* Poft iIliui;Uii Ctlriei, Cimt. 
fubu tt Qaicebnu.] Compare 
Malmeibary'a atatement with 
Florence of Worceater and the 
Saxon Chronicle. 
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^'furta belli peridoneum : qui proprios egressus 
tenninos. dum CiFecestram snis partibus appli- Battle of 
care conatur, impetom concordium regum noiiA.D.6S8. 
ferens, cum paucis profugit. Quicelmum sane 
non mediocris cidpa resperg^t, quod ^Edwinum A.ix6t6 
Northanimbrorum regem^ probata^ prudentise yi- 
runiy subornato sicaiio insidiis appetiverit. Sed 
si consideretur ilia gen tills sententia, ' 'dolus an 
yirtus quis in hoste requirat/ facile excusabitur- 
nihil prseter solitum fecisse, quod vellicatorem 
potential quoquo modo volueiit de medio sub-* 
trahere. Nam et antea de reg^o West-Sax- 
onum plurima decerpserat, et tunc accepta irri- 
tatus injuria, ^quoniam recruduerant odia, multa 
proTincialibus inflixit dispendia. Evaserunt ta- 
men reges, quibus non midto ^post per Birinum 
'^episcopum coelestis influxit doctrina, reg^ anno 
yicesimo quinto, post adventum beati ' Augustini 
quadragesimo. ^ Inflexus ilico Cinegislus, ^et mol- cjMfna 
Uto ^^regali supercilio, sacerdoti se "in baptismo A.!>.e35. 
libens substravit. Recalcitravit aliquantisper. 



> Furta.] S. D. E, L. M.; 
fiirtiy C. ; fiirtiTa, A, 

, ' EdwinmnJ] For an account of 
Cuichelm'8 design to anaassinate 
C4dwine, whose life was saved 
by the fidelity of Lilla, his mi- 
Aister, see Beda, lib. ii. cap. 
9, § lis, edit. Eng. Hist Soc. 
and Sax. Chron. A.D. 026. 

• ' ' Dolus an virhu quU m hogte 
requirat/] Virg. ^n. ii. 389. 

* Qutmiam.'] S. C. JD. E.L.M. ; 
quia, Ai • 

* Po9t per Birinum,] A. JD. E, 
L, M. ; post per beatum Birinum, 
8, ; post beatum Birinum, C. — 
Birinus, an Italian by birth, was 
sent to England by Pope Hono- 
rius, and made bishop of Dor- 
chester: he died on the Srd of 
I>ecember, A. D. 648 ; but, ac- 



cording to the Saxon Chronicle, 
A.D. 650. 

' Epiaeapwn eetlesHs influxit 
doctrina,'] A,C,D,E,L,M,; epi- 
scopum sanctum coelestis infulsit 
doctrina, S, 

^Augustinu'] A,C,D,E.LM. ; 
Augustini Anglorum apostoll, S, 

• Inflexus ilico.] A. S. D. E. 
L, M, ; inflexus ergo iUco, C. 

* £^] A.D.E. L. M. ; omitted 
in iS. C. 

i<> Regali.] A. S. C. JD. L. ilf. ; 
regni, E, 

." In baptismq,'] Cynegilswas 
baptized at Dorchester, in Ox- 
fordshire, by Bishop Birinus in 
the year 635 ; and Osuuald, king 
of Northumbria, was the spon- 
sor. (See Beda, lib. iii. c 7, 
§ 168, edit Eng. Hist Soc. ; and 
.Saxon Chron. A.D. 6^.) 
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^ Quicelmos, donee valetadiiie corporis adnumitiis' 
ne salutem ammse neglig^ret, devotionem oonsor- 
tifl et ipse asmolatiis eodem anno came solutiis 
est. At vero Cinegislus secennio post, longao 
qnietis gratia functus, anno regpu 'tricesimo 
primo vitam clansit. 

§ 19. 'Successit hsereditati filins ejus Kene- 
walkins, primo regni auspicio pessimis, medio 
et ultimo tempore optimis principibus compa- 
randus. Potestate siquidem initiatus adol(escens, 
qui regio luxu insolescens facta patema in se- 
cundis ^poneret, sine retractione Christianimnnm 
et legitimum matrimonium abjuravit : 'sed a 
Penda rege Merdorum, cujus sorori repudium 
dederat, bello impetitus et rictus, ad regem On- 
entalium Anglomm confugit; ubi et propria 
calamitate et hospitis sedulitate fidem persuaaus, 
triennio post resumptis viribus regnoque ^accepto, 
jocundum miraculum suae 'mutationis dribus ex* 
hibuit : in tantum fortis, ut qui antea nee suos 
fines impune defensitarat, *nunc usquequaque im- 
perium {Nrorogiuret. Britannos antiquse libertatia 
consdentiam frementes, et ob hoc crebram re- 
bellionem meditantes, bis omnino protrivit ; 'pri- 
mum in loco qui didtur ^^ Wirtgemesburg ; secundo 
juxta montem "qui dicitur Pene : et in Wulferium 



' QukelmMt.'] Cuichebii was 
baptiBed A.D. «S6, and died the 
•ame year. (Sax. Chron.) 

> Tricumto.] A. S. D. E. 
L, M, ; TioeBimo, C. 

* SueceMtU . • . KmewdkiMa.^ 
Cynewealh aucceeded hia father 
A.D. 64S. (Sax. Chron.) 

^ Poner€t,'\ A. D. E. L. M. ; 
ponebat, S. C, 

*Sed a Penda.'] Cynewealh 
was drirenoutof his kingdom by 
Penda A.D. 645. (Sax.Chron. ; 
iee also Beda, lib. iii. c. 7.) 

* Aeeepio.] E.; recepto, A» 8. 
C X/. Ju. Js. 



^ MmioHmUsJ] Cynewealh 
baptised A J). 646 by Felix, bp. 
of Donwich. 

* Ntme u$fuequtiqiteJ] A, D. E, 
L,M. ; nee iongiua ante, S, ; nvna 
longioBCule, C. 

* Primnm in loco . . • PetiiJJ 
S, D. E.M. ; C. reads < Pentie;* 
A, L. omit the whole passage. 

^ Wirtgernesbwrg,] The loca^ 
lity of tiiis battle is not known. 
In the Saxon Chronicle, Cyne- 
wealh is said to hare fought at 
Bradford, by the Avon, A J). 6fti. 

" Qm dictter PMe.] Pte, fai 
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Pends filioiD patemam nltns mjuriam, plorima a.d. «h. 
ilium parte regni * tnincaTit. Baligioans acleo> ut cn«<Miva 
primoB antecessomm Haomm 'in Wintonia tem- 
plnm Deo per id 'secoli palchenimam *ooiistra- 
eret ; qno loci posteritas in aede. episcopal! fiui- 
danda, etsi anguatiori peritia, per 'eadem tanten 
cacorrit vestigia. 'Sed quia Kenewalchii tetnpora f 
attigimns, et 'Glastonienais ccenobii se optalit 
locus, ejosdem ecclesiag exortam et processam, 
qaantom e stme monimentoram corradere potero, 
repetens ab origine pandam. Tradant bonta 
credulitatis annales, qnod 'Lncios rex BritaD- 
norma 'ad Eleutherinm, decimo tertio loco post 
beatam Petmm papam, '"miseiit, oratnni nt Bri- 
tanniae tenebras luce Christiatiae pnedicationis il- 



SomeneUhire. The battle wm 
tbngfat A.D. 668. (Sax. Cluini.) 
1 TVMMnt.] J. D. E.L.M.i 
mnlctsTit, 3. C. 

■ /■ IPialMM.} St. Peter*!, 
Wmcheater. It mi caUed (he 
Old ChorclitodiBtuiEiiiih it Ami 
the New Miniler, erected in the 
begiimiiiK of the tenth eentnrr. 
AJ). 6se, the biihoprick of Dor- , 
ckefter wm diTided into two 
put*. Angilberht ramained at 
DoTcfaetler, and Winiwu placed 
at Winchester ; but in the follow- 
ing jew be oMalned (be ganm- 
nent of the lAole pnirince. 

■ Senli,] A. D. E. L. Dl.-A 
temporii, S, C. I 

* CoiutnMrcf.] S, C. D. E, \ 
L. M, ; conatmxerit, A. 

• Eadtm.'] AjSJ}.EJ.. ; ea, C. 

■ Std fHM . . . mtrtar,] The 
textfroni '5ed quia' ta 'ordine 
rerertar/ §30, occur* in D.E.F. 
M.; A. S.G. H. L. read 'Ita 
nonificni, nt nihil ;' C K, read 
'Dec >olDm in ecdesiaiticia ve- 
rnm el is aecularlbu* ita mnnifl- 
CM extitil, utnihil/omitting all the 
text from 'Sed quia' to'ifrertar.' 



^ GIwtMwam.] Halmeibarr 
wrote a Hiitorr of the Chnrch 
of Qlaatoabnr?, from which he 
hal extracted Qiii acoonnt. The 
work has been printed In Oale'a 
ooUectioB,TDl. iii. and by Heanie. 

* iMciut rez Brito mn oru m ,'] 
Hack learning and ingenoitr 
have been nied by Tarions an* 
thora to prove that a King Lncina 
once reigned in Britain, and that 
he waa a connrt to the ChrtatiaB 
faith. No lew than twenty-aix 
writer* have aMigned a* many 
dale* tot hi* conrenion. 

■ Ad ElentheritnH.'] Elvnlherins 
preaided, according to U niatori, 
from the year 170 to the year ISt. 
><■ Mitiril.] ElTano* and Hedml< 
nna are the name* of the miaaiona- 
rlea to Borne. The letter tappoasd 
to hare been written npon die oc- 
uaaion by Ludos, and tlie can*« 
' of the misaion, have been esa- 
' mined by Uatlier (Biit. EocL 
I Ant. pp. 94, 87). A copy (rf the 
letter ia to be fimnd In Bi^op 
Godwin'! work, p. SS, ed. Cant, 
1 1741. 



82 OBSTA RBOUM ANOLQRUM. [UB^ I. 

Aeeoaatar lustraret. Mactus animi rex, magnse prorsns 
laudis factum adorsua, ut fidem, quam tone tern* 
pons pene omnes reges et populi persequerentor 
exhibitam, ipse ultro appeteret vix auditam. 
Venenmt ergo, Eleutherio mittente, praedica- 
tores Britanniam, quorum in aevum durabit effi- 
cacia, 'quamvis longe situs aetatis consompserit 
nomina. Horum fuit opera yetusta in Glas- 
tonia sanctas Marise ecclesia, sicut fidelis per 
succidua secula non tacuit antiquitas. Sunt et 
tUsB non exigusB fidei literse in nonnullis locis 
repertse ad banc sententiam, ' Ecclesiam Glas- 
tonise non fecerunt aliorum bominum manus, 
sed ipsi discipuli Cbristi eam sedificayemut/ 
Nee abborret a yero ; quia si Pbilippus apostolus 
Gallis prsedicayity * sicut Freculfus libro secundo, 
capitulo quarto, dicit, potest credi quod et trans 
oceanum sermonis semina jecit. Sed ne yidear 
per 'opinionum nsenias lectorum expectationem 
fraudare, illis quae discrepant in medio relictis, 
ad solidas yeritatis gesta enarranda succingar. 

DB BCCLBSIA GLASTONI^. 

§ 20. Ecclesia de qua loquimur, quae pro antiqui- 
tate sui celebriter ab Anglis Ealdecbircbe, id est, 
Vetusta Ecclesia, nuncupatur, prime yirgea, ne- 
scio quid diyinae sanctitatis jam inde a principio 
redoluit, spirayitque in omnem patriam, quamyis 



' ' Quamcu Umge ritm tttaiis 
eontumpierit nomhui.'] The names 
of the preachers sent over to Bri- 
tain were Faganus and Dnrianas : 
they are said to hare baptized 
Lucius and many of his subjects. 
- ' Sieui FrecvJfus lihrouamdOf 
eapUulo quarto^ dicitJ] Freculfus, 
a monk of Fulde, and afterwards 
bishop of Lisieux: he liyed in 
the ninth century, and wrote a 



chronicle, which he divided into .< onem, E 



two parts. The first, from the 
commencement of the world to 
the birth of Christ, contains seven 
books ; the second, part, from the 
birth of the Saviour to the coming 
of the Francs and Lombards, 
about the year 600, is in five 
books. Freculph. Chron. (torn. 
II. lib. 2, c. 4, p. 448,) 8to. 
Heidelb. 1597. 

' Optniofnmi.] D. M, ; opini- 
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ex deformi grandis reverentia cultu. Hinc con- Aeeonntof 
fluentium illuc populorom totis callibus undae ; 
hinc opulentomm deposita pompa conventus ; 
hinc religiosomm et literatorum frequens per- 
hendinatio. Nam, sicut a majoribus accepimus, 
' Gildas, neque insulsus neque infacetus historicus, 
cui Britanni debent si quid notitise inter cseteras 
gentes habent, multum annorum ibi exeg^t loci 
sanctitadine captus. Est ergo ecclesia ilia om- 
nium qnas quidem noverim in Anglia vetustis- 
sima, et inde cognomen sortita. In ea multomm 
sanctorom, quorum aliquos in processu notabi- 
mus, corporales servantur exuvise, nee a bea- 
torum cineribus vacat uUus fani ambitus. Adeo 
pavimentum lapide polito crustatum, adeo altaris 
latera, ipsumque altare, supra et infra reliquiis 
confertissimis aggeruntur. Ubi etiam • notare 
licet in pavimento, yel per triangulum vel ^per 
quadratum, lapides altrinsecus ex industria po- 
sitos, et plumbo sigillatos, 'sub quibus quiddam 
arcani sacri contineri si credo, injuriam relig^oni 
non facio. Antiquitas sanctorum et congeries 
exciyit reverentiam loco, ut vix ibi quis noctu 
prsesumat excubias agere, vix interdiu excrescens 
flegma projicere ; iUusoriae ^fceditatis conscius 



• 

^ GUdas,"] Malmesbury, in his 
work ^ De Antiquitate Glastoni- 
ensis Eoclesiae,' states that Gil- 
das the historian died A.D. 512, 
and was buried at Glastonbury. 
This agrees with the statement 
made in the life of Gildas by Ca- 
radoc of Llancanran ; but it does 
not accord with that which may 
be collected from the historian's 
own statement (' De Excidio Bri- 
tannisB,' p. 33, § 26), yiz. that he 
was bom in the year of the siege 
of Caer Badon, an e?ent which 
may now unquestionably be re- 



ferred to the year 616. The dis- 
crepancy in these dates can only 
be reconciled by the supposition 
that there were two historians 
who wrote under the name of 
Gildas liying about the same pe- 
riod. See further on this subject 
in Mr. Stevenson's Preface to 
Gildas, published by the English 
Historical Society. 

• Per.] E. ; omitted in D. M. 

' Sub quibus,'] E, ; bustis qui- 
bus, D, M. 

< Faditaiis,'] E. ; infoeditatis, 
D.M. 
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Aeoonnt of toto cohoiTeat coipore. Nallas intra contigiiiim 
®*'"^***^' cimiterium vel avem yenatoriam advexit, vel 
quadrupedes induxit, qui soi yd rei possessae 
indempnis abierit. ' Ferro vel aqua examinandi, 
si orationem ibi deposuerunt, omnes quos prad- 
sens memoria complectitur, uno exceptor de sa- 
lute sua tripudiarunt. Si quis e vicino aliquod 
sedificium locandum putasset^ quod obumbratione 
sua lucem invideret ecclesise, patuit ruinaa. Sa- 
tisque constat homines illius provincial nullum 
sanctius vel crebrius juramentum habere, quam 
per yeterem ecclesiam ; nihil mag^ yitantes, 
metu celeris yindictae, quam pejerare. Labantem 
yeritatem dictorum quae proposuimus, in libro 
quern de antiquitate ejusdem ecclesias scripsimns, 
pro successu annorum, testimoniis fulciemus. 

§ 21. Interim palam factum est merito did 
cceleste in terris sanctuarium tot sanctorum re- 
conditorium. Quantum yero is locus fueiit 
etiam primatibus patriae yenerabilis, ut ibi po- 
tissimum sub protectione Dei genitricis opperiren- 
tur diem resurrectionis, plura sunt documenta, 
quibus pro cautela fastidii abstineo. Illud quod 
pene clam omnibus est libenter praedicarem, si 
yeritatem exculpere pos^m, quid illae pyramides 
sibi yelint, quae, aliquantis pedibus ab ecclesia 
ilia positae, cimiterium monachorum praetexunt. 
Procerior sane, et propinquior ecclesiae, habet 
quinque tabulatus, et altitudinem yiginti octo pe- 
dum : haec, prae nimia sui yetustate etsi ruinam 
minetur, habet tamen antiquitatis nonnulla spec- 
tacula, quae plane possunt legi, licet non plene 
possint intelligi. In superiori enim tabulatu est 
imago pondficali schemate facta. In secundo 



' Ferro vel aqua examitutndi,'] 
This ordeal was a trial of great 



solemnity; the ritual may be 
seen in Spelnum, voce Ordalimn. 
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imago regiam prsetendens pompam, et ^ literal Aeeoaat or 
Her Sexi et Blisperh. Ih tertio nichilominus ^ 
nomina Pencrest, Bantomp pinepegn. In 
quarto Bate, 'Pulfred, et Eanfled. In quinto, 
qui et inferior est, imago, et hsec scriptura, Logor, 
Peaslieas, et Bregden, Spelpes, Hipingendes, 
Beam. Altera yero pyramis habet viginti sex 
pedes, et qnatnor tabnlatus ; in quibus baec legfun- 
tur, ^Cen twine, ^Hedde episcopus, et Bregored, 
et Beorward. ^Quid haec significent non temere 
diffinio, sed ex sospicione colligo eomm interius 
*in cayatis lapidibos contineri ossa, quorum exte- 
rius leg^ntur nomina. Certe ^Logor is pro yero 
asseritur esse, de cujus nomine quondam Log- 
peresberh dicebatur, qui nunc Mons Acutus yo- 
catur; Bregden a quo Brentacnol, et Brente- 
meirs; Bregored et Beorward abbates ejusdem 
loci tempore Britonum, de quibus et casteris qui 
occurrere poterunt, ex hinc liberiori campo ex- 
ultabit oratio. Jam enim abbatum seriem, et 
quid cuique, et a quo rege monasterio delegatum 
sit, sermo explicare contendet. 

§ 22. Ac primum de beato Patricio, a quo mo- st. Pitrie. 
nimentorum nostrorum series elucescere coepit, 
pauca libabimus. Saxonibus enim Britannorum 
infestantibus pacem, et Pelagianis eorum ex- 



■ Ltienr.] £.; haDlitersByD.ilf. 
« Wmlfired.^ D, E. M. ; Wul- 
fled, F. 

* CentwiMi.'] Centwini became 
king of WeBsex A.D. 676, and 
died A.D. 685. 

* Hedde epiicoput,'] Bishop of 
Winchester, succeeded in 676, 
and died 7th July, A.D. 705. 

* Quid hac iigniJUent,^ Com- 
pare the names of the twelve 
monks said to have been estab- 
lished at Glastonbury on St. 



Patricks arriyal there; viz. 
Wencreth, Bantcommeweng, Lo- 
yor, Wellias, Breden, Swelwes, 
Brumbam, Hyregaam, Brenwal, 
Adelwared, Hinloemius, Hin. 

' In cavatu lapidibus amtmeri 
oMa."] Pyramids were occasion- 
ally used by the Saxons for in- 
termeot. See Anglia Sacra ; Os- 
bem. de Vita S. Dunstani, part 
II. p. 110. 

^ Lagor,"] E, ; Logpor, D. F. 
M. 

d2 
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pugnantibos iidem, 'sanctos Germanns Aatino- 
doreusis contra utrosqne sappetias tolit. Illos 
eoim 'Allcluiatico caatu fudit, istos evanf^elids 
et apostolicis tonitribos falminavit Inde in 
patriam molitns reditnm, Patriciom ad fiuniliare 
coDtubemium ascivit, eundemque post aliquot 
annos Hibemiensibas, jubente Celesdoo papa, 
prsedicatorem misit Unde scriptmn est id Chro- 
uicis, ' Anno Dominicae incamationis qnadrin- 
gentesimo vicesimo quiuto sanctns Patricias or- 
dinatur ' a Celestino papa in Hiberniam.' Item, 
' Quadringentesimo tricesimo tertio anno Hi- 
bernia insula convertitur ad fldem Christi, pne- 
dicante sancto Patricio, cum moltis mirabilibua.' 
Ille igitur mnnns injunctnm gnaviter execatos, 
et extremis diebas in patriam revertens, ^saper 
altare suom Comubiam appolit, quod hodieqne 
apud incolas magnse venerationi est propter 
sanctitudinem et ntilitatem, propter iofirmoriun 
salutem. 'Ila Glastoniam veniens, ibique mo- 

'Santtm GermanHS Auluudi}- 1 into Ireland, id the ;ear4Uybj 
muu.] St Germain, biihop uf Pope Celestine, to preach htf- 
Auierre, csme over nilh Louti. 'tiam. 
bishop of TVdjM, upon a miuinn ' 
into England in 42t>; his >ecoii<l 
mission occnrred in the year I 
44B : he died at Ravenna in 440. 
About fort; years after the death 
of Germain, Consttuu, a priest i>f 
Lyons, wrote his life, from whicli 
work Beda's narrative (Hist. 
EccL lib. I. cap. 17-SI ) of S(. 
Germain's mission to Britain 



to have floated Irom Irelaitd od 
his altar, and K 
Padstow, in Coi 
Camden, i. 19. 

* Ila GlutoaioiH CI 
Patric is said to 
to Glastonbury in the year 44S, 



taken almost verbally. Another > and foond there twelve mooka, 
life of St. Germain was composed I (""^'^'■■(■■^ to *">(■•« who w«« 
in hexameter verse by Eric, » ' first settled there by JoseiA 
monkof Anxerre, whodiedaboiit ! of Arimathea,) witb vrhran be 
the year seo. i lived thirty-nine years : after his ' 

* AUttniaHca eantv/tirfit.] See death and burial there, tlte 
BedB, lib. I. c. so, ^ it. church, which was dedicated to 

^A Ceteilino papa ■■ Hiier- the Virtfin Mary aloue, was joint- 
Nian.] According to the Saiciii ly consecnited (o her and to St. 
Chronicle, St. Patric was seiit Patric. Archbishop Ussherhu, 
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nachus et abbas factus, post aliqnot annos na- Aeeount or 
turae cessit. Cujus assertionis omnem absolvit ***""**^- 
scnipulum visio cujusdam fratris, qui post obi- 
turn bead viri, jam nutante memoria utrum ibi 
monachus et abbas fueiit, cum de hoc frequens 
verteretur qusestio, tali confirmatus est oraculo. 
Resolutus enim in soporem, visus est audire 
quendam legentem, post multa ejus miracula, 
hsec verba, * Hie ig^tur metropolitani pallii sane- 
titate decoratus est; postmodum vero hie mo- 
nachus et abbas factus.' Adjecit etiam ut non 
integre credenti Uteris aureis quod dixerat 
scriptum ostenderet. Excessit ergo Patricius Death of 
anno setatis centesimo undecimo, incamationis a.d. 472. 
Domini quadringentesimo septuagesimo secundo, 
qui fuit annus ex quo Hibemiam missus est qua- 
dragesimus Septimus. Requiescit in dextro la- 
tere altaris yetustae ecclesise, in pyramide saxea, 
quam argento vestivit posterorum diligentia. 
Hinc Hibemiensibus mos inolitus ad exoscu- 
landas patroni reliquias locum frequentare. 

§23. Unde et 'sanctum Indractum et beatamstindnet. 
Brigidam, Hibemise non obscuros incolas, hue 
olim commeasse celeberrimus sermo est. Brig^da, 
(relictis quibusdam suis insignibus, monili vide- 
licet pera et textrilibus armis, quae adhuc pro 
sanctitatis memoria ostentantur, et morbis di- 
versis medentur,) utrum domum reversa, an ibi 
acceperit pausam, incertum. Alterum juxta 
Glastoniam martyrizatum cum sociis septem. 



howeyer, satisfactorily proved 
that this Patric neither lived 
nor was buried at Glastonbury. 
Malmesbury wrote a life of St 
Patric, in two books, but no ma- 
nuscript of it is now known. 
Leland (Collect, iii. 273. Lond. 
1770, 8vo.) has, however, given 
extracts firom it. 
^ SwMiwim /iidrachim.] Malmes- 



bury vnrote a life of St. Indract, 
' Passio Sancti Indracti,' which 
has never been printed. A fine 
manuscript of this work is in the 
Bodleian library. It is abbre- 
viated in John of Tynemouth, 
Nova Legenda Anglis, which 
has been printed under the name 
of Capgrave's Legenda Nova 
AnglisByfol. 188 6. LoodoDy 1516. 
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Aoeoniitar postiDodum in yeterem translatum ecclesiam, 
liquebit per narrationis consequentiam. 

Braifmit. § 24. Successit Patricio in abbatis regimine 
'Benignus, sed quot annis incertum. Quis an- 
tern fuerit, et quomodo patria lingua dictas, noo 
infacete versus exprimunt, qui in epitaphio apod 
Ferramere script! inemnt. 

Hoc patris in lapide Beonnae sunt ossa locata. 
Qui pater extiterat monachorum hie tempore 

prisco: 
Hunc fore Patricii quondam fortasse ministnun 
Fantur Hibemigenae, et Beonnam de nomine 

dicunt. 

Is quantas apud Deum gratias jfuerit et sit, et 
veteris quondam vitas et novae, in majorem ec- 
clesiam translationis praeconantnr magnalia. 
^^* ^' § ^* '^^^ ^^^^ quanti hunc locum pendent 
Menevu. maguus illc '' David Menevensium archiepiscopus 
celebrius est quam ut nostro indigeat illustrari 
relatu. Ille antiquitatem et sanctitudinem ec- 
clesiae divino comprobavit oraculo. Dedication! 
enim ejus intendens, cum episcopis septem, quo- 
rum primas erat, ad locum venit : paratis autem 
omnibus quae officii usus exposceret, nocte pras- 
cessura, ut putabat, festivitatem, sonmo indul- 
sit. Omnes ergo sensus in quietem solutus, 
vidit Dominum Jesum assistere, causam adventUB 



* Benignug.] Malmesbury also 
wrote a work entitled ' Miracula 
Sancti Benigni/ abbreviated in 
John of Tynemouth : see Cap- 
grave's Nova Legenda Angliie, 
fol. 36. In his History of Glas- 
tonbury he states that Benignus 
succeeded St. Patric in the ab- 
bacy A. D. 460, and places the 
translation of his body to Glaston- 
bury in the year 901. (? 1001.) 

^ David Meneventium archUpi' 
scoptK.] David, archbishop of 



Caerleon, removed the see to 
Menevia: his successors, in re- 
spect to his memory, styled them- 
selves archbishops of St. David's. 
Grodwin places his death in A.D. 
642 ; but Malmesbury (Antiquil. 
Glast EccL) assigns it to the 
year 546. According to tlic 
same authority, he was trans* 
lated to Glastonbury four hun- 
dred and twenty years after 
death, A.D. 966. 
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blande sciscitantem ; quam cum ille iHconctanter Aeeoantor 
aperuisset, revocavit eum a sententia Dominus 
hoc dicto, ' Dedicatam a se dudum ecclesiam in 
honorem matris snae, iteratione humana sacra- 
mentum temerari non oportere/ Simulque cum 
dicto, digito yolam terebrare visas, subjecit, 
' Hoc habere! signam repeti nou debere quod 
ipse anticipasset facere; sed quia intentionis il- 
lius non tarn fuisset audacia quam devotio, 
poenam non prolongandam. Denique mane ftituro 
cum, in missa, '' Cum ipso, et per ipsum, et in 
ipso/' dicturus esset, plenum ei salutis yigorem 
refundendum/ His terroribus antistes somno 
excussus, sicut tunc ulcerosa sanie impalluit, sic 
postea yeritati prophetiae applausit. Sed ne 
nihil videretur egisse, aliam ecclesiam citato 
fecit et dedicayit opere. De hoc sane egregio 
et incomparabili yiro, utrum ibi obierit, an in 
sede propria yitam finierit, incertum habeo. ' Nam 
eum cum beato Patricio esse affirmant ; et Wa- 
lenses, orationum frequentatione, et multiplici 
sermone, id proculdubio astruunt et corroborant, 
illud in medium proferentes * Bemardum episco- 
pum semel et secundo eum qusesisse, et multis 
reclamantibus non inyenisse. Hsec de beato 
Dayid dixisse sufficiat. 

§26. Multum temporis in medio, et yenit 'in a.d.596.« 
Britanniam sanctus Augustinus, a beato Grego- 
rio directus, anno incarnationis Domini quingen- 
tesimo nonagesimo sexto; cujus prsedicationis 
commilitonem 'Paulinum, ex archiepiscopo Ebo- 



^ Nam eum.] E. ; nam yiri re- 
ligiosi recordatione dijpii eum, D. 

' Bemardum,'] In the ' Antiq. 
Glast Eccl/ this occurs : ' Ber- 
nardtun episcopnm Rosinas val- 
lis.' Mr. Sharpe identifies him 



with Bernard, who was bishop 
of St David's A.D. 1115. 

' InJ] E, ; omitted in D, M. 

* 696.] See p. 17, note *. 

' PatUinum, ex archiepiicopo 
Ebonuensi Rqfetuem episcvpmm.'] 
Paulinos, with others, was sent 
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A.D. Ml. 



AecMmtoT racciisi Rofensem cpiscopam, asserit majomm 
oiMtflnkurj. ^j^j^^)^ ecclesiae contextum dudum, ut diximus, 

virgeae, ligneo induisse tabulatu. Egit in mimm 
praedicabilis viri solertia, ut nihil decederet *sanc- 
titati^ et plurimum accederet omatoi : et certe 
solet ecclesiarum cultus aug^tior quamlibet 
brutas mentes ad orandum accendere, quamlibet 
cervicositatem ad supplicandum inflectere. 

§ 27. Anno ' incamationis sexcentesimo primo, 
id est, adventus beati Augustini quinto, 'rex 
Donnoniae terram quae appellatur Ineswitrin ad 
ecclesiam vetustam concessit, quae ibi sita est, 
ob petitionem Worgrez abbatis, in quinque 
casatis. ^ Ego Mawom episcopus banc cartam 
conscripsi. Ego Worg^ez ^ejusdem loci abbas 
subscripsi.' 

§ 28. Quis iste rex fuerit scedulas vetustas 
negat sci.^ Veromtamen quod Britannos fuerit 
hinc non ambig^tur, quod Glastoniam sua lingua 
Ineswitrin appellavit; sic enim earn Britannice 
vocari apud eos constat. lUud quoque animad- 
vertere par est, quantae antiquitatis sit ecclesia 
quae tunc etiam dicebatur Vetusta. Fuerunt 
sane ejusdem abbates, Britannicam barbariem 
nominibus praetendentes, praeter Worgrez, Lade- 
mund et Brcgored. Praelationis eorum tempora 
sunt in obscure, sed nomina illorum et dignitates 
in majori ecclesia, ^prodente secus altare pictura, 
sunt in propatulo. Felices ergo ejus loci babita- 
tores, quos ipsa sanctuarii reverentia ad morum 



Olaatoobiixy 
called Ines- 
witrin. 



to Augustine with letters and a 
pallium A.D. 601. He was or- 
dained bishop of York 21st July 
625. He fled from Northumber- 
land, with Elidwine's queen and 
sons, to E4dbald, king of Kent, 
and was made bishop of Roches- 
ter in 633. He died on the 10th 
of October, A.D. 644. 



' Incamationis,'} E, ; incanui- 
tionis Domini, D. M, 

' Rex Doniumur.] £. F. ; rex 
Dero nomine, D, M, — King of 
Devonshire. 

* EjuBdem.'] E, ; ejus, D. M. 

* Prodente,] E, ; protendente, 
D.M. 
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compositionem imFkat. Nollum de his credi- Aoeonntar 
derim deperire ccelo, quos egressos corpore tot 
patronoram excipit laas vel excusatio. 

§ 29. Anno DominicsB incarnationis sexcen- a.d. ero. 
tesimo 'septuagesimo, Ceonwalhy regni sui yi- 
cesimo nono, dedit Bertwaldo Glastoniensi abbati Beriitwaid, 
Ferramere, duas hidas, arcbiepiscopo Theodoro 
interveniente. Hie idem Bertwaldus^ renitente 
rege, et diocesis episcopo, Glastoniss renuntians, 
ad regimen monasterii 'Racolf secessit. Quo- 
circa Bertwaldus^ et fama relig^onis nominatissi- 
mus, et generis nobilitate prsecluos, (qnippe 
fratris Etheb^i regis Merciorum filins,) et 
loci opportnnitate, Cantuariae proximos, 'Theo- 
doro arcbiepiscopo decedente, illius successit madtaidi- 
cathedrae. ^Haec de Glastoniensis antiquitate cantcrtmry. 
ecclesiae me dixisse sufficiat. Nunc ad Kene- 
walchium ex ordine revertar, qui ita fuit 
munificus ut nihil patrimoniorum cognatis 
negaret^ quippe qui ^filio fratris pene ter- 
tiam regni partem mag^anima liberalitate com- OHMwaOh't 
municaret. Has animi ^regales dotes sti- "*""**'^"^- 
mulis ^admonitionum animabant sanctissimi suas 



' Sephtof^erimo,'] E, ; quadra- 
geflimo nono, D.M, — See a copy of 
Cynewealh's charter, dated A.D. 
670, printed in Mr. Kemble's 
Codex Diplomat Myi Saxon, p. 
10, No. VII. This charter is 
presumed not to be genuine. • 

' Raeu^.'\ Reculver, in Kent. 
See Beda, lib. v. c. 8, § S75. 

' Theodoro archUpUcopo dece- 
dente, illius succesait caihedrtt,'] 
Archbishop Theodore died on the 
29th of Sept A.D. 090, and 
Berhtwald was elected arch- 
bishop of Canterbory ist July, 
A.D. 692. 

* HiBc de Gloitomensis 

iuficiai.] The preceding account 



of Glastonbury is abridged from 
Malmesbury's own History De 
Antiq. Glaston. Eccl. written 
subsequently to the year 1129. 
It occurs in four of the best 
manuscripts which have been 
consulted, yiz. D. £. F, Id, 

' FUio fratris pene tertiam reg» 
ni partem magmmima liberaUtaie 
eommunicaret,] The Saxon Chro- 
nicle states that Cynewealh gave 
to his kinsman Cuthred 3,000 
hides of land, equal to about 
S00,000 acres. 

• Regales.'] S, C, D. E, ; re- 
galis. A, L, M, 

7 AdMiimUUmum,'\ S, C. D. E. ; 
monitionnmy A, L, 
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Aj^Mo, proyinciao episcopi ' Angilbertos, de qao miilta in 
~ 'gestifl Anglorum qaae probes inyenieSy et nepos 



ejus 'LeutheriuSy post ipsum in West-Saxonia^sqp- 
tern annis pontificio functus : quod eo non prae- 
termisi, quia de annis prsesulatus ejus 'Beda nihil 
expressum reliquit, mihi ^ex Chronicis cognitmn 
dissimulare praster religionem videbatur: simul 
quia se ingerebat occasio, ' amplectenda erat prse- 
bmmi> lm- dicabilis yiri mentio, qui Maknesbiriense monas- 
▼uoM tk« terium in quo terreni incolatus prastendimus 

monastery of *' ' 

MaioiMkiiiy. militiamy acri pene et divino mentis intuitu ex 
humili ad amplissimum statum ^evexit, quod *a 
^^Meildulfo, "natione^ ut aiunt, Scotto, "eruditione 
philosopho, professione monacho, adeo angustis 
sumptibus elaboratum, ut inhabitantes aegre quo- 
tidianum victum expedirent, ipse din multumque 



1 AngUberhu.'] Aegilberiit was 
oonsecnted bishop of Dorchester 
A.D. 650. He resigned his see 
in 661, retired into Northomber- 
landy and afterwards accepted the 
bishoprick of Paris. See Beda, 
lib. III. c. 28. 

* GesHa Anfhrwn qua probet 
hwemesJ] D, E, ; gestis pontifi- 
ciim An^omm quae probes in- 
venieSy A. ; gestis Anglorum Be- 
dsB inTenies, 8, C. — See Beda, 
Hist £ccl. Gentis Anglommy lib. 
III. c. 25 and c. 28. 

* LeutheriusJ] Leatherins, ne- 
phew of Bishop Aegilberht, ob- 
tained the bishoprick over the 
West-Saxons A.D. 670. (Sax. 
Chron.) Wini was expelled 
A.D. 666 ; and upon that Beda 
(lib. III. c. 7, § 170) writes, 
^ Sicque proyincia Occidentalium 
Saxonnm tempore non panco 
absque pnesule fdit' Lenthe- 
rias continued bishop, says God- 
win, seven years. lie died in 
676, and was succeeded by Heddi. 
See Malmes. De Gestis Pontif. 



lib. II. De Episcopis Occiden. 
Sax. 

* SepUm aimw poiUt/lcie.] A» 

D, E, ; septenni pontificio, 8, C; 
septenni annis pontificio, L, 

' Beda nihil exprtttMM rcil- 
quit.'i Beda, Ub. nr. c. 12, § 286. 

«£x CkronicU,^ See Sax. 
Chron. A.D. 670. 

' An^etenda erai,'] A. 8. D, 

E. L, ; et amplectenda, C. 

' Evexit,"] A. D, E, L, ; pro* 
yexit, 8. C. 

• A MeiUbi^o.^ C. D. £. ; a 
qnodam Meildnlfo, A, 8, L. 

10 MeildM^o.^ An Irish monk, 
who founded a hermitage at 
Malmesbury about the year 660* 
See Beda, Ub. v. c. 18, and 
Smith's note. 

" Natume, ut atwii, 8catt9.'] 
There is a distinction between the 
' 8coH qui Uiberriiam/ and the 
* 8cati qui BritmmioMy vduUrittmi,' 

'* Eruditume phiiamphoj] A. S. 
D, E, L, ; eruditioDe, ut aiunt, 
philosopho, C. 
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librato consilio Aldelmo ejusdem loci monacho^ 
pro jure tunc episcoporum regendum contradidit. 
Qua de re, ut omnem sermo noster dubietatis 
deprecetur offensam, verba ejus hie aliqua in- 
texam. 

§ 30. * Ego Leutherius gratia Dei episcopns^ his gnnt of 
pontificatus ' Saxoniae gubemacula regens^ rogatus to Auihaimf 
sum ab abbatibus qui sub jure parochias nostrso 
coenobiali monachorum agmini pastorali solici- 
tudine prasesse noscuntur, uti terram iUaniy cui 
inditum est yocabulum'Meildulfesburii, Aldelmo 
presbytero ad'degendam reg^ariter vitam con- 
ferre largirique dignarer. In quo videlicet loco a 
primo aevo infantiaB, atque ab ipso tirociniOy rudi-* 
mentorum liberaUbus literarum studiis ^eruditus, 
et in gremio sanctae matris ecclesiao nutritus, 
vitam duxit. Et ob hoc potissimum banc peti- 
tionem fraterna caritas suggerere videtur: qua- 
propter, praedictorum abbatum precibus annuens, 
ipsum locum tam sibi quam successoribus suis 
normam sanctae regulas solerti devotione sequen^ 
tibus, fraterna petitione coactus, ultroneus con- 
cedo. Actum publice 'juxta flumen Bladon, 
^septimo kalendas Septembris, anno incamationis 
Dominican sexcentesimo septuagesimo 'secundo/ 

§31. Cum igitur industria abbatis accederet ISh!^^' 



> SaxoMur.] A. S, C. E. L. ; 
West-SaxoniaB, D. M. 

' MeildMUfnburK'] Malmesbury, 
so called after Maildulf. 

» Degendam,'] A. S.C. D. L, ; 
E. reads ' regendam vel degen- 
dam/ 

^Emdtiiw.] A. 8. D. E. L.\ 
omitted in C. 

* Juxta ftumen Bladtm.'] This 
river has been conjectured to be 
the Avon. See a copy of King 
Aethiibald's charter (A.D. 718), 



which has these words : ' Terram 
sex cassatorom, juxta fluvium 
cui nomen est Bladaen, prope 
vadum cui vocabulum estDae- 
glesford.' (Cod. Dip. ^vi Angl. 
Saxon. J. M. Kemble; torn. i. 
p. 8S, No. LXix.) There was an 
ancient British town caUed Caer 
Bladon on the site of the present 
town of Malmesbury. 

*Septimo,'\ A. D. £. L,; oc- 
tavo, S. C. 

"* Secumdo,] D, E. ; quinto. A, 
S, C. ; primoy M, 
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favori pontificis, tunc res monasterii in immen- 
sum efferri, tunc monachi undique cong^regari : 
currebatur ad Aldelmum totis compitis ; his vitas 
sanctimoniam, his literarum scientiam desider- 
antibus. Erat enim vir ille turn religione sim- 
plex, turn eruditione multiplex, et qui fiunam 
virtute prseiret, liberalium artium epotator, ut 
esset mirabilis in singulis, et in onmibus singu- 
laris. Mentior, si non hoc testantur 'De Vir- 
ginitate codices immortalis ejus ingenii indices, 
quibus meo judicio nihil dulcius, nihil splendidius : 
quamvis, ut est nostri seculi desidia, quibusdam 
pariant nauseam, non attendentibus 'qui juxta 
mores gentium yarientur modi dictaminum. De- 
nique Grseci involute, Romani circumspecte, Galli 
splendide, Angli pompatice dictare solent. Sane, 
'quoniam dulce est majorum inhserere gratiue, 
eorumque exemplis ig^nire memoriam, non in- 
Vitus evolverem quantos hie sanctus pro ecclesias 
nostras privilegio sudores insumpserit, quot 
miraculis vitam insignierit, nisi ^quia alias avo- 
camur; et facta ejus etiam meracius lippienti 
apparent oculo, 'quam nostro possint adumbrari 
'pincello. Innumera signa, quae modo apud ejus 
fiunt memoriam, ostendunt prsesentibus prseteritse 
illius vitas sanctimoniam. Habet ergo ille laudes 



^ De Virginitaie codiee*,'\ 
Scripsit et [Aldhelm] De Virgiiii- 
tate libmm eximium, qaem in ex- 
emplum Sedulii, geminatoopere, 
et Teraibus hexametris et prosa 
compofluit. Beda, lib. v. c. 18, 
§ 410. The prose is printed by 
Wharton, 4to. 169S : and the yerse 
in Caniaii TheBanrus Monumen- 
tonun, torn. i. p. 709, Antrerpiie, 
1725, folio ; and at Paris, 1676, 
8to. 

' Qui.] E, ; quiboB, D, M, ; 
qnia, A, S, C, L, 

* Qwmkun dtOcfeJl.] A, D. E. 



L, ; qaoniam dulce Tidetnr, S, ; 
qui dulce ridetur, C. 

* Quia."] A.S.D,E,L.\ quod, C. 

' Quam nostro poumi adrnm- 
braripincello,'] Malmesbury wrote 
a life of St. Aldhelm, which fbrma 
the fifth book, De gestis Ponti- 
ficum ; it has been published by 
Sayile and Gale, and by Wharton 
in the Anglia Sacra, part ii. p. 1, 
Aldhelm died on the 25th of May, 
A.D. 709. 

^PineeUo.^ E.; pincillo, A. 
C. D, L, ; penioello, 8, 



LIB. 1.] GBSTA RBGUM ANGLORUM. 45 

suas, habet mentis partam gloriam : nostra oratio 
prosequatnr historiam. 

§ 32. ^ Kenwalkius, post triginta et unum annos DMth or 
moriens, regni arbitrium oxori Sexburgae delegan- a.d. em, ' 
dum putavit : nee deerat molieri spiritns ad obe- ^«*^*'^- 
unda reg^ munia; ipsa novos exercitns moliriy 
yeteres tenere in officio, ipsa subjectos clementer 
moderari, hostibos minaciter infremere, prorsus 
omnia facere/ at nihil prseter sexnm discemeres : 
yerontamen plus qoam fcemineos animos anhe-nMthof 
lantem yita destituit, annua yix potestate per-A.D.«76. 
functam. 

§ 33. Sequens 'bienniiun in regno transegit Aewwiiii, 
'Escuinus, regali prosapise proximus, qnippe qui 
ftierit Cinegisli ex fratre Cuthgislo abnepos ; quo 
decedente, yel morte sua, yel yi aliena, neutrum 
enim expedite inyenio, yacantem aulam succes- 
sione legitima impleyit ^Chentwinus, Chinegisli oentwtni, 
filius: ambo notaein bello experientiae, siquidem 
'ille Mercies, *iste Britannos anxiaclade^pierca- 
lerint, sed temporis breyitate miserandi; nam 
imperium secundi non ultra noyennium proro- 
gatum, primi ^biennium superior sermo absolyit. 
Et hoc secundum Chronicorum fidem : casterum, 
non eos regno integro imperitasse, sed inter se 
'diyisisse, '^Beda confirmat. 



' KenwaUnuiJ] Cynewealh died 
without issue A.D. 673 ; his 
widow, Sexburh, reigned one 
year after him, and died in the 
beginning of the year 076. 

* BienniuM,^ A. S, D. £. L, ; 
triennium, C. 

' EseuiwuJ] Aescwini suc- 
ceeded Sexburh in the beg^inning 
of the year 675, and died at the 
end of the year 676. 

* CA^^trtfitM.] Centwini suc- 
ceeded to the throne in 676, and 
died A.D. 686. 



• lUe MeretM.] Aescwini 
fought at Beadan-head (Bedwin) 
in 676. (Sax. Chron.) 

« iHe BrUannoi.^ A.D. 682, 
Centwini drove the Britons to 
the sea. (Sax. Chron.) 

^ Peraderint,'] D. E,; pcr- 
culit, S, ; perculerit, A» C, L, 

• Bienmhtm.} A. S. D, L. M, ; 
triennium, C. E, 

• Dtomttf.] A. S. D. E. L.; 
diyisisse regna, C. 

»• Beda amfirmat.'] Lib. iv. c. 
12, $ 286. 
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CMdwaita, § 34. Tunc regias indolis nobile gennen ' Ked- 
walla emicuit, Cheaulini ex fratre Cada pronepos, 
immodicas spei juyenis, et qui nollam occasionem 
exercendas Yirtatifl prasterire nosset. Qui cum 
jamdnduniy ^efficadoribus studiis bilem principnm 
SU8B patriae irritasset, factione conspiratorum in 
exilium actus est. Hanc ille amfdexatus inju- 
riam^ ut omni milite proyinciam spoliaret, quic- 
quid bello idoneum erat 'abduxit ; namque, seu 
miseratione fortunarum ejus infracta, seu yirtute 
Detett A«- delectata, tota pubes exulem secuta. Excepit 
£>««?%•- primum impetum ^furentis rex Australium Sax- 
Sw! onum ^ Edelwalchiuis, manum conserere ausus ; sed, 

cum omni populo quem ductaverat fusus, sero 
praerupti consilii poenitentiam fecit. Animis su- 
orum erectis, *Ched walla, maturate insperatoque 
reditu, aemulos potential adortus regno abegit. 
Ita per biennium ^ regno potitus, praeclara rei 
bellicas facinora consummavit : Australibus Sax- 
onibus ^digladiabili odio infestus, successorem 
Eddwalchii, Edricum, repetita occurrentem an- 
dacia, exitio dedit. Wehtam insulam fiduda 
Merciomm rebellantem parum abfuit quin deleret. 
Prasterea * Cantuaritas aggressus, crebras de illis 
victorias reportavit Postremo, ^^ut supra dixi- 
mus, " fratre amisso, regione decessit, plurimo 
accolarum sanguine damnum consolatus suum. 



* KedwtUla,'] Caedwalla began 
to reign A.D. 686. (SaxChrun.) 

* Ej/UMciorilmM.] A. D. E. L. ; 
efficacibuB, S, C. 

*Abduxii,^ A.S. D. E. L.; 
corrasittC. 

« FurentU.] A. S. D. E, L. ; 
omitted in C. 

'^ Edeltealekiui,] SeeBeda, Ub. 
IV. c. 15, § 297. 

« CkedwaUa.'] A. S. D. £. ; 
omitted in C. 



7 Regno.]A,S,D.E:L,;eOyC. 

• DigUtdiabUL'] A.S.D.E.L.; 
veteri, C. 

* CantwrUoM.^ A. D. E. L. ; 
after *■ Cantuaritas/ ' ut supra in 
rebus eorum digessi/ 8. C. 

^^ Ut Bwpra dixtmitf.] A. 8, D. 
E. L.; omitted in C.->See p. 22, 
§14. 

" Fratre mmmo.] See note ^\ 
p. 47. 
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Inter hsec ardnom memoratn est, qaantnm etiam rh pimt. 
ante baptismom inserrierit pietati, at onuies man- 
ubias, quas jure prsedatorio in suos osob tran- 
scripserat, Deo decimaret. In qao etai appro- 
bamus affectum, improbamns exemplam, joxta 
illod : ' ' Qui offert sacrificinm de substantia paupe- 
ris, quasi qui 'immolat filiom in conspecta patiia.' 
Jam vero quod Romam 'baptizandus contenderit, Abdiam, 
ibique a Sei^o *papa Petms vocatna, * adhuc' in ium1j>. 
albis positns sapremum arbitrium telidter incur- nuWim 
reriti notius est quam at nostro indigeat illus- i^fu^ 
trari relatu. 

§ 35. Eo Romam eunte, regnum per 'Inamiiii,A.D. 
Dovatum, qui Chinegi^li ex fratre Cntbbaldo pro- 
nepos, magia pro insitivfe Tirtntis indnstria, qnam 
successivee sobolis prosapia, in prindpatum 'aaci- 
tur, ' fortitudinis specimen, prudentise simulacrum, 
rel^one parem nescias : qnibos artibns vitam 
componens, domi gratiam, foris reverentiam,mer- 
cabator. Adeo '"annis duobus de quadraginta, 
potestate functus, sine tUIo insidianun meta se- 
curos incannit, sanctissimus publid amoris leno- 
cinator. Prima illi in Cantuaritas expeditio, ia 
quos noadnm " de incendio Mollonis iia defremn- 



■ Qai^<rt.] Ecdu.suciT.U. 

* ImmeUa.-] A. S. D. E. L.; 
Tktiiiwt, C. 

' Baptiamdut.] Caedmlla ab- 
dicated, uid weot lo RomSi A.D. 
6B8. He wu b*.ptiied bjr Pope 
Sei^ag on tbs Sstoiday before 
Euter Snnday, A.D. 680, and 
died a tewAnj* aflenrardi (20th 
April). Beda,]ib.T. cT.^lTa. 

* Pap*.] A. D. B. L. ; after 
' pap^i' ' ^ptizatui et,' 8, C. 

■ J(Uu.] A. i>.&.L.;adlinc- 
qne, S. C. 

' AdluK ia tlbit fwntM.] The 
catecliDiiiea wu alwayi baptized 
the Saturday IraaiediBtdT before 
Euter Snnday, and w«te a vUte 



».]I 



A.D. 668. (Sax. Chnm.) 

MkOv.] A.3.C.E.L.;u- 
ciscitnr, D. M, 

* FortituditM qwctmm.] D. 
E. ; fortltadinla unicum ipecj- 
men, A. S, C. £. 

>°JiMu diwhu it qaaingmta.^ 
A.CJ>.E.L. \ de leiagista, 3. — 
According to Beda, Ini ralgnnl 
thirtr-aeren yean. Bed*, % STl. 

" D* mtrndio Jtfallimit.] HnU 
waa borned A.D. 687. (Sax. 
Cfanu.) 
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A.D.6M. 



Hit piolj. 



Acoomt of 
OlMtonlmiy. 



erat. Provinciales ^paulisper resistere ausi^ mox 
* omnibus tentatis, et viribus in Tentom efinais, 
cum nihil in pectore Inee quod ignaviae conduceret 
reperissent, dispendionun suonim intuitu deditioni 
consoluere : tentant regimn animnm maneribus^ 
solicitant promissis^ nundinantar pacem 'triginta 
millibus aori ^mancis at pretio 'moUitos bellnm 
solveret^ metallo ^praestrictus receptni caneiet. 
Qua ille pecunia suscepta delicti gratiam fedt 
in regnum reyergufl. Nee solum Cantuaritae, sed 
et Orientales Angli haereditarium exceperunt 
odium, omni nobilitate prime pulsa, post etiam 
bello fusa. Haec de praeliorum ejus successu dicta, 
modum 'ag^oscant suum: caeterum, 'quantus 
in Dei rebus fuerit, indicio sunt 'leges ad corri- 
gendos mores in populum latae ; in quibus yivum 
ad hoc tempus puritatis suae resultat speculum ; 
indicio sunt monasteria regiis sumptibus nobiliter 
'^excitata, praecipue Glastingense, in quo beati 



* PtaditperJ] A.D.E.L.; par- 
nmper, iSf. ; panun, C. 

* OmmbuM UntaHsJ] A. S. C. 
D. L. M. ; E, omits < tentatis.' 

' Trigimta wuUibui mtri man- 
CM.] The manca and the ancient 
marca are by some thought to be 
synonymous, and to be money, 
either gold or silver, which was 
paid in weight The value of 
the manca of gold is not exactly 
knovni ; it is believed to be eight 
to the pound. The manca of 
silver in the time of Henry I. 
was estimated at six shillings, 
five pence to the shilling ; and, in 
the reign of Edward III, at only 
thirty pence of the money of that 
period. According to the Saxon 
Chronicle, Ini received thirty 
thousand pounds from the Kent- 
ishmen, because they had former- 
ly burned Mull. This payment 
seems excessive; but it was 
probably the legal compensation 



for the death of MuU. ElM- 
ward BtLjB it was * S0,000 solidi 
per singulos constanti nmneio 
sexdecim nummis,' and Florence 
of Worcester S,760 pounds. 

* iKfonm.] A. C. D. E. L. M.; 
marcis, S, 

* MoUUui.'} A. S. D. E. L. ; 
omitted in C. 

* Prtestrictui.'] iSf. I>. £.L.; le- 
strictus, C. ; praescriptus. A, 

^ AgnoBcani fiiiiiii.J A, S, D, 
E. L. ; cognoscant, C. 

* Quantus.] S. D. E.L.; quan- 
tum, A, C. 

' Leges."] A new edition of the 
Anglo-Saxon laws is being print- 
ed under the editorship of Mr. 
Thorpe. 

*« After < excitata,' A, L. G. 
and other MSS., with slight vari- 
ations, read the following, omit- 
ting all the text as far as * ponti* 
ficis,' at the end of § S6 : 

' Precipoe Glastoniense 
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mai*tyris Indracti et sociorum ejus corpora, de Aceoant of 
loco martyrii translata, jussit inferri. Ipsius ^"**^*'^' 
quidem in lapidea pyramide ad sinistrum altaris 



trifl quoque diebus insignissimimij 
quod in quodam paluBtri recessu 
constnmt, ut scilicet eo tenacius 
supemis monachi iniuarent, quo 
castigatiuB terreiia oculis hau- 
rirent. Affuit consilio pater Al- 
delmus,cuju8 ille praecepta audie- 
bat humiliter, suscipiebat gran- 
diter, adimplebat hilariter. De- 
nique et privilegium quod pro 
libertate monasteriorum suorum 
ab apostolico Sergio impetraverat 
libens confirmavit, et multa Dei 
famulifl ejus hortatu contulit, et 
ad extremum episcopatu reniten- 
tem honoravit ; licet vitam tanti 
▼iri mundo cita mors inriderit, 
vix enim annis quatuor episco- 
patu functus animam coelo thuri- 
ficaWt, anno Dominican incama- 
tionis septingentesimo nono. Fu- 
emnt qui dicerent eum fuisse 
regis nepoteni ex Kentenio fratre, 
Bed non placuit nobis pro vero 
arrogare quod magis videtur 
opinioni blandiri Tolaticse, quam 
stabilitati convenire historica;, 
pnesertim cum nusquam ab an- 
tiquo scriptum reperiatur, et Chro- 
nica palam pronuntiet Inam nul- 
lum fratrem habuisse praeter In- 
igeldum, qui paucis annis ante 
ipsum decessit. Non eget Al- 
delmus ut mendaciis asseratur. 
Tanta sunt de illo quae indubiam 
depromant fidem, tot sunt quae non 
veniant in litem. Habuit sane Ina 
sorores Cuthburgam et Quen- 
burgam : Cuthburga Alfrido Nor- 
thanimbrorum regi nuptum tra- 
dita,sed,non postmultumcoiyugio 
didttcto, primo apud Berkingum 
sub abbatissa Hildelida, mox 
ipsa magistra reguls Wimbume 
Deo placitam vitam transegit. 
VicuB est modo ignobilis, tunc 
temporiB insignis, in quofrequens 



virginum chorus, terrenis deside- 
riis castratis, superos suspirabat 
amores. Accessit sacri caslibatuB 
studio librorum Aldelmi De Vir- 
ginitate lectio, Berkingensium 
quidem nomini dedicata, sed om- 
nibus eandem professionem an- 
helantibus ralitura. Habuit et 
uxorem Ethelburgam, foeminam 
sane regii generis et animi ; quas 
dum crebro viri instillaret auri- 
btts ut mundanis rebus vel ex- 
tremis annis valelacerent, et ille 
hortantem de die in diem differet, 
astu tandem vincere parat. Cum 
enim quadam vice apud villam 
ingenti tumultu regales luxus 
explicuissent, postridie cum dis- 
cessissent, Tillicus,ex reginae con- 
scientla, palatium quanta potest 
deformitate, tam fimo pecudum, 
quam aggere ruderum, infamat. 
Postremo in lecto ubi cubuerant, 
porcam noviter enixam collocat. 
Interea, cum jam plus milliario 
processum esset, ilia maritum 
uxoriis delinimentis aggreditur, 
rogans ut illuc unde abierant 
necessariopedem referant; magni 
discriminis rem fore, si non ex- 
audiat. Re non dii9ScuIter im- 
petrata, rex videns locum pridie 
Sardanapalicis deliciis parem, 
nunc foeda solitudine deformem, 
miratur, tacitoque judicio oouli 
rem examinantes ad mulierem 
rediere. Tunc ilia occasionem 
aucupata, laetumque subridens, 
"Et ubi sunt," ait, " domine con- 
jux, hestemi strepitus ? ubi aulaea 
Sidoniis fucis ebria? ubi parasi- 
torum discurrens petulandaf ubi 
Dasdalia vasa pondere metallo- 
rum mensas ipsas onerantia? ubi 
terra marique exquisita ad gulao 
lenocinium obsonia ? nonne omnia 
fumuB et ventuB? et vas his qui 

B 
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Aeeoontof (com quo posterorum diligentia beatam 'Hildam 
locaTit), caeteronim in payimento, proat vel 
casus tulit yel industria, 'locavit. Hie etiam 
beatoram apostolorum ecclesiam, huic yetustaB, 
de qua loquimur, appendicem, a fundamentis aedi- 
ficayit, et magnis possessionibus ditayit, et pri- 
yilegium in hsec yerba concessit 

King inTt ^36. ^ ' In nomiue Domini nostri Jesu Christi. 

ehmrter to __ _. ,. •»-».. n ^« -^ ^ 

GUtttoDbarr, EgQ lua regali a Domino fretus dignitate, cum 
consilio Sexburgse reginse, et licentia ^Beortpaldi, 
Dorobemensis ecclesise pontificis, et omnium suf- 
fraganeonim suorum, ^necnon hortatu Baldredi 
et Adelardi subregulonim, ecclesias yetustas quae 
est in loco qui dicitur Glasteie, (quam Magnus 
Sacerdos et Summus Pontifex suo et angelomm 
obsequio sibi ac perpetuas yirgini Marias, beato 
Dayid, multis et inauditis miraculis, olim se sanc- 
tificasse ^innotuit,) ex his quae patema haereditate 
possideOy et in dominium peculiare teneo, locis 



haesermt, qui simul transibunt. 
Nonne omnia sicut fluviug prx- 
ceps et currens in mare? et vae 
his qui haeserint, quia simul tra- 
hentur. Cogita, quaeso, quam 
miserabiliter defluent caraes, quae 
modoindeliciisnutriuntur. Nonne 
nos, qui ingurgitamur uberius, 
putrescemus miserius ? Potentes 
potenter tormenta patientur, et for- 
tioribus fortior instat cruciatio." 
Nee plura locuta, maritum com- 
pulit in sententiam exemplo, 
quam multis annis frustra insu- 
surrayerat verbo.' S. reads as 
above, with these words after 
' haurirent :' *■ cui quantum splen- 
doris adjecerit, libellus ille doce- 
bit, quern de antiquitate ejusdem 
monasterii elaboravi;' and after 
* septingentesimo nono«' these 
words, ' in rigilia S. Augustini 
Anglorum apostoli, 8vo kal. 
Junii.' C. reads, ' Pra^pue 
Glastoniense, cui quantum splen- 



doris adjecerit, libellus ille doce- 
bit, quem de antiquitate monas- 
terii ejusdem elaboravi. Adent 
consilio,' &c. 

* Hildam,'] Abbess of Streanet- 
halch (Whitby), bom in 614, 
and died 17th Nov. 680. She 
was the daughter of Hereric, son 
of Eadfrith, son of King Eadwin. 
Beda (Ub. iv. c. 23) calls her 
' filia nepotis iEduini regis yo- 
cabulo Hererici.' 

' Locavit,] E. ; dictavit, D. M. 

' In nomine . . .pontificis,'] The 
charter of Ini of Wessex, A J>. 
725, is not considered genuine. 
See Cod. Dip. i£vi Sax. J. M. 
Kemble ; tom. i. p. 85, No. Lxxin. 

* BeortfaldiJ] Berhtwald was 
elected archbishop of Canterbury 
1st July, A.D. 692, and died 0th 
January, A.D. 731. 

^ Necnon hortatu,'] £. ; necnoa 
etiam hortatu, D, M, 

* /imo^ti.] Seeantea,p.t8y(S5. 



UB. I.J GBSTA RBOUM ANOLORUM. 



51 



continuis et congruentibus concedo, ad supple- 
mentum yitae regularis, et ad usum monachorum, 
Brente decern hidas, Sepeie decern hidas, Pil-p 
tune viginti hidas, Dulting viginti hidas. Bled* 
danhid' imam hidam, cum his omnibus quae 
antecessores mei eidem ecclesise contulerunt; 
' ChenepalchiuSy qui, Theodoro archiepiscopo in- 
terveniente, Ferremere, Bregereie, Coneneie, 
^Matineseie, Ederedeseie; Chentpinus, qui Glas- 
tingeie matrem sanctorum vocare solitus fuerat^ 
et eam ab omni seculari et ecclesiastico obsequio 
immunem statuit, et banc privilegii dignitatem 
concessit^ ut habeant fratres ejusdem loci potes-^ 
tatem eligendi et constituendi sibi rectorem, 
^juxta regulam sancti Benedicti; ^Hedde epi- 
Scopus, qui, Chedpalla annuente et propria manu 
(licet paganus) confirmante, Lantocai ; Baldred^ 
qui Pennard, sex hidas ; Adelard, qui ^ Poelt, sexa- 
ginta hidas, me annuente et confirmante, dede* 
runt Quorum ego devotioni et benignsD peti* 
tioni assentio, et contra malignantium hominum 
et oblatrantium canum insidias, regalium muni* 
mine invigilo literarum, quatinus ecclesia Do- 
mini nostri Jesu Christi, et perpetuae yirginis 
Marias, sicut in regno Britannia^ est prima, 
et fons et origo totius religionis, ita et ipsa 
supereminentem privilegii obtineat dig^nita- 
tem, nee ulli omnino hominum ancillare obse* 
quium in terris faciat, quae super choros ange* 
lorum dominatur in ccelo. Igitur summo pon- 
tifice^Gregorio annuente, et ut matrem Domini 



' Cheneyakhius,^ See antea, p. 
41, k 29. 

^Matineuie,'] Maiine8heie,D.iKf. 

^Juxta regulam tancH Bene' 
dicti.'] Benedict, the founder of the 
Benedictine order, died, accord- 
ing to Mabillon, in the year 64S. 



* Hedde epuc&pusJ] Bishop of 
Winchester. See note % p. is. 

» PoeU.'] E, ; Woelt, D. M. 

• Gregcrio,'] Gregory the Se- 
cond was ordained pope 10th 
May, A J). 7i:» ; died 10th Feb. 
A.D. 7S1. 
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sui in sinum et protectionem Romansc ecclesiee^ 
meque licet indignum cum ipsa suscipiente, coii'^ 
sentientibus etiam omnibus Britanniae regibus, 
archiepiscopis, episcopis, ducibus, atque abbati- 
bus, statuo ego atque confirmo, quatinus omnes 
terras et loca et possessiones beatae Marias Glas- 
teie sint quieta, et ab omnibus regiis exactionibus 
et operibus quas indici solent, videlicet, expedi- 
tione, et pontis arcisve constructione, et ab 
omnium archiepiscoporum et episcoporum pro- 
mulgationibus et perturbationibus, sicut in anti- 
quis ejusdem ecclesiae cartis confirmatum esse 
invenitur, et a praedecessoribus meis Chene- 
walchio, Chentwino, Chedwalla, Baltredo astipu- 
latum esse dinoscitur, inconcussa et illibata per- 
maneant. Et quaecunque emerserint causas, in 
homicidiis, sacrilegiis, veneficiis, furtis, rapinis, 
in dispositione ecclesiarum et descriptione, in 
ordinatione clericorum, in conventiculis syno- 
dalibus, et in omnibus judiciariis examinationi- 
bus, absque ullius hominis praejudicio, abbatis et 
conventus dispositione finiantur. Sed et omni- 
bus regni mei regibus, archiepiscopis, episcopis, 
ducibus, et principibus, super honorem suum et 
amorem meum praecipio, et omnibus, tam meis 
quam eorum ministris, super salutem corporis 
sui praecipio, ne ullus eorum insulam Domini 
nostri Jesu Christi, et perpetuae yirginis Marias 
Glasteie, nee ejusdem ecclesiae possessiones, 
causa placitandi, perscrutandi, rapiendi, vel 
aliquid faciendi quod ibidem Deo famulantibus 
possit esse in scandalum, audeat intrare. lUud 
sane omnipotentis Dei et perpetuae yirginis Ma- 
riae, et beatorum apostolorum Petri et Pauli, et 
omnium sanctorum interdictione prohibeo, ne in 
ipsa Glastingensi ecclesia, nee in ecclesiis sibi 
subditis, videlicet, Soweie, Brente, Merlinch, 
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* Sapwic, Strety Budecalech, 'Piltune, nee in earum 
eapellis, sed nee in insulis^ aliqua interveniente 
oceasione, episcopus sibi episcopalem cathedram 
statuere, nee solennes eelebrare, nee altaria eon- 
seerare, nee ecclesias dedieare, nee ordines 
faeere, nee aliquid omnino disponere praesumat, 
nisi ab abbate^ vel a fratribus ejusdem loci in- 
yitatus fiierit. Quod si ad hoc vocatus venerit^ 
nihil de rebus ecelesise, sed nee de ipsis oblati* 
onibus ipse sibi aliquid usurpet, sciens duobus 
in locis ex ipsius ecclesiae possessionibus duas 
sibi delegatas mansiones, unam in ^Piltuna, al- 
teram in villa quae ^Poelt dicitur, ut habeat ubi 
vel adveniens hospitetur, vel inde veniens sese 
recipiat. Neque enim eum ibi, nisi importuni- 
tate temporis aut molestia corporis detentus 
fuerit, aut ab abbate vel fratribus rogatus fuerit, 
nee amplius quam cum tribus aut cum quatuor 
clericis pemoctare licet. Hoc etiam prsevideat 
idem episcopus, ut singulis annis cum clericis 
suis qui ^Fontineto sunt, ipsam matrem suam 
Glastoniensem ecclesiam, videlicet feria secunda 
post Ascensionem Domini, cum letania recog- 
noscat. Quod si superbia inlSatus eam distule- 
rit, et quae superius dicta et confirmata sunt 
praBvaricaverit, mansiones sibi superius delegatas 
amittat. Abbas vel monachi a quocumque volu- 
erint, qui Pascha canonicum celebret, ecclesi- 
astica sacramenta in Glastingensi ecclesia, et in 
ecclesiis sibi subditis, et in earum capellis, per- 
cipiant. Quisquis autem hujus munificentiae 
meae et liberalitatis testamentum, quovis deinceps 
tempore, aliqua occasione, cujuslibet etiam dig- 



' SapwicJ] E. ; Sapweie, DM. 

• Pittim^.J E, ; WUtune, D.M. 

* PiUuna.] E. ; WUtuna, DM. 



* PoeU.^ E. ; Wohelt, D. M, 
^ Fontnuto.} Wells, in Somer- 
setshire. 
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nitatis yel professionis vel gradus, penrertere Tel 
in irritum deducere tentaverit, sciat se cum Jnda 
proditore aetema confiisione edacibus ineffabilium 
tormentorom periturum flammis. Scripta est 
hujus donationis pagina, anno Dominican incar- 
nationis septingentesimo ' yicesimo quinto, indie- 
tione quarta, sub praMsentia Inae regis, et Beort* 
waldi Dorobemensis pontificis/ 

ini abdieitfet ^37. 'Post triumphales autem bellorum manubias, 

Rom*, A.D. post multarum virtutum gradus, summum culmen 
perfectionis meditatus, ^Romam ^adiyit ^anno 
Dominican incamationisseptingentesimo yicesimo. 
Ibi ne pompam suae conyersionis faceret, non 
publicis ^yultibus expositus, crinem deposuit; sed 
ut solius Domini oculis placeret, amictu plebeio 
tectus, clam consenuit: nee deerat tanti dux 

q^^iu^^ foemina facti; quae cum antea yirum ad hoc 
audendum incitasset,tunc moerentem yerbis lenire, 
labantem exemplis erigere, prorsus quod 'ad sa- 
lutem ejus spectaret, nihil dimitteret. Ita mutua 

Their death, caiitate couuexi temporibus suis, yiamhominum 
ingressi sunt; non sine magnis, ut accepimus. 



' Vicesitno quinto,"] E. ; decimo 
qninto, D, M. 

' PoKt trivmphdUs,'] The ac- 
count of the foundation of Glas- 
tonbury, and of the measures 
adopted by Queen Ethelburga to 
induce her husband to undertake 
the pilgrimage to Rome, printed 
in note '^, pp. 4S — 50, is omitted 
in I>.£.F.JIf.,and Ini's charter to 
Glastonbury is inserted instead. 

' Romam aditit,'] The exact 
time of Ini's abdication and jour- 
ney to Rome is not by any means 
certain. Several of the MSS. en- 
tirely omit the date. In two 
MSS. however, the year 720 is 
assigned for it, incorrectly as it 
seems. Beda writes, that Ini had 
reigned thirty-seven years when 



he left his kingdom ; and, accord- 
ing to this computation, his abdi- 
cation must have taken place at 
the end of the year 726, or in the 
beginning of 726 ; but, according 
to the Saxon Chronicle and Flo- 
rence of Worcester, it occurred 
in 728. A.D. 726 would seem 
to be the correct date. 

« Adivit,] D, E. ; abilt, A. S. 
C.L. 

* Anno Dominica incamoHomiB 
$q}tingente8imo vieesimo,'] D. JIf . ; 
a blank is left for the di^ in £. ; 
omitted in A, S, C. L. 

' Vultibus expositus, crinem de* 
pom^.] A. S. D, E, L, ; militi- 
bus comam et deposuit, C. 

^ Ad.^ A,S,D, E. L. ; omitted 
in C. 
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miraculis, qnibus divina dignatie feliciam con- 
jugum ^ssepe respondet mentis. 

§ 38. Successit principatni ^Edelardus, Inse Aetheiheani, 
consanguineus, licet surgentes ejus primitias fre- 
quenter interpolaret ^Oswaldus regii sang^uinis 
adolescens. Provincialibus ^enim in rebellionem 
excitatis, bello regem persequi conatus : sed non 
multo post, ^illo fatali sorte sublato, Edelardus 
per quatuordecim annos qnietissime retentum 
regnum Cudredo cognato reliquit. ^ Hie Glastin- cuthnd, 
gensi ecclesise multa beneficia intidit, et privi- 
legium in haec verba concessit. 

§ 39. ' ^ In nomine Domini nostri Jesu Christi. cuthred't 
Ego Cudredus rex^Westseaxanauniversapriorum oiMtonbmy, 
regum suppetitia, Chentwines, Baldredes, Ched- 
wallan, Ines, Ethelardes, Ethbaldes regis Mer- 
ciorum, in yillis, et in vicis, atque agris, ac prae- 
diis, massisque majoribus, ut est pristina urbs 
Glestingi corroborata, ^sicque propriae manus sub- 
scriptione crucisque sig^no '^confirmatum, hoc do- 
nativum stabili jure gratum et ratum regum prae- 
dictorum decerno durare, quamdiu vertigo poli 
terras atque aequora circa aethera '^siderum jusso 
moderamine volvet. Si quis autem hujus meae 



^ SiepeJ] A, S. D, E. L, ; omit- 
ted in C. 

' Edelardus,'] Aethelheard suc- 
ceeded to the goTemment upon 
the abdication of Ini, A.D. 726 : 
according to the Saxon Chronicle, 
he died A.D. 741. 

' Oawaidtu regii sanfuinU udo- 
Uaeens.'] In the Saxon Chronicle 
called Osuuald the Aetheling; 
he was the son of Aethelbald. 

* Etttiii.] A, S, C. E, L. ; omit- 
ted in D, M, 

' nio.l A. S. D, £.L.; omitted 
inc. 

' Hie . . . ieptingentesimo qua- 
dragennutquhUo,'] D,E,F.M. The 
text £rom ' Hie' to * quinto/ at 



the end of ^ 39, is omitted in A, 
S, C. L, and otiier manuscripts. 

' In fwmine . . . $q}Hngaite9imo 
qvadtngenmo quintoJ] A charter 
of Cuthred, king of Wessex, dated 
A.D. 744, is printed in Cod. Dip. 
JEyi Sax. p. 112, No. xciii. The 
language differs in some respects 
from that in the text. Mr.Kemble 
does not consider it a genuine 
charter. 

• Westseaxana,] E.; West- 
saxonum, D, M, 

' Sieque,] E. ; suaeque, D, M, 

^^Cimfirmatum,'] E. ; confinnata, 
D.M. 

'* Sidemm jussoj] E, ; side- 
reum Justo, D. M, 
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donationis testamentum, tyrannica fretus inso- 
lentia, qualibet occasione intemunpere atqae in 
irritam dedacere nisus fuerit, sit a consortio 
pioram ultimi yentilabro examinis sequestratus, 
rapaciomque collegio combinatus yiolentise snas 
preesumptionem luat in aevom. Qui vero bene- 
▼ola potius pra^ditus intentione base probare, 
roborare, ac defendere studuerit, yoti compos ipse 
Altithroni gloriam auscultet indefecta perennitate 
cum faustis agminibus angelorum atque omnium 
sanctorum. Exemplar hujus larg^tionis promul- 
gatum est in praedicto coenobio, sub praesentia 
Cuthredi regis^ quod proprias manus munificentia 
altario sacro commendayit, in lignea basilica, 
qua fratres abbatis Hemgisli sarcophagum sor- 
tiuntur 4n die, anno ab incarnatione septingen- 
tesimo quadragesimo quinto.' 
A.D.752.S § 40. *Adversus Atbelbaldum regem Merci- 
A.D. 758.4 orum et Britone^ idem Cuthredus jugi exercitio 
victorias adipiscens non parum sudoris consump- 
sity ac post annos quatuordecim regni g^bema- 
cula reliquit. 
sifftberbt, § 41. ^ Arripuit illud ^Sigebertus, vir apud suos 
'**• sae vitia immanis, idemque foris ignavia perinfamis : 
quocirca communi omnium odio conspirante, post 



' In dUf a$mo ab incarnatione.'] 1 sexdecim regni gubemacnla reli- 
E, ; pridie kalendas Mali anno quit,' C. K, 



incamationis Domini, D, M, 

' Advergus . . . gubemacnla re- 
liquit,'] D, E, M.; ' In quo ille 
pari annorum numero, et virtute 
non dispari, adversus Ethelbal- 
dum regem Merciorum et Britones 
jugi exercitio Yictorias adipiscenB, 
non minimum sudoris consump- 
Bii,*A. H, G. L. S.; 'Hie adver- 
sus Ethelbaldum regem Mercio- 
rum et Britones jugi exereitio vic- 
torias adipiscens non minimum 
sudoris consumpsit, ac post annos 



> 752.] Cuthred, in the ISth 
year of his reign, fought at 
Burford against Aethelbald, king 
of the Mercians, and* put him to 
flight. (Sax. Chron. A.D. 752.) 

* 753.] This year Cuthred 
fought against the Welsh. (Sax. 
Chron.) 

* Arripuit iUnd,] C. D. E. M. ; 
arripuit regnum, A, S, L, 

^ Sigebertus.] Sigiberiit com- 
menced his reign in 756. 
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annum solio deturbatns^ meliori locnm fecit ; sed, 
ut fere in talibus fit, cum ' magnitudine calamitatis 
aliquos ad gratiam sni revocasset, eorom virtute 
provincia quae Hamtunscire dicitur in obsequio 
detenta. Verum cum nee sic cessaret, et nece 
cujusdam Cumbrandi, qui fidelissime sibi adhce* 
serat, caeteros in exitium ^suum armasset, ad 
abdita ferarum spelaea ^secessit ; ^ibi quoque in- 
fortunio eum prosequente, ^a subulco confossus 
interiit. Ita crudelitas regis omnem pene nobili- 
tatem pervagata, in homine ultimae sortis stetit. 

§ 42. Suscepit ^regni g^bemacula ^Kinnulfus, 
clarus et ille quidem morum compositione, mili- 
tieeque gestis : sed uno solo adversus Offam regem 
Merciorum propter ^Bensigitune prselio, quarto et 
vicesimo regni anno victus, multisque perinde 
dampnis afflictus, foedo etiam exitu finem vitae sor- 
titus. Nam cum 'uno et triginta annis nee ignave 
nee inmodeste regnasset, sen rerum gloria elatus^ 
quod nihil sibi obyiaturum crederet, sen ^^poste- 
ritati suae metuens, contra '^quam Kineardum 
Sigeberti fratrem increscere cemeret, ilium pro- 
vincial terminos coegit excedere. Qui cedendum 



Ezpdlad 
tttm hit 
kingdonit 
A.D. 7S6. 



Stabbed hj m 
•wfnebcfd. 



CyneanlC 
A.D. 756. 



BatttooT 

Beniiiigtoii, 

A.D7777. 



1 MagnUudine.] A.S,D. E. L. ; 
magnanimitatey C. 

* Suum,'\ A.S.D,E.L,; 8ui,C. 
' SeeesiU.'] A, S, D, E, L, ; con- 

cc8sit« C 

* /W.]* A.D.E.L,; iUuc, S. C. 

* A iubuko emtfosnu interiit,'] 
Cyneuulf drove Sigiberht into the 
forest of Anderida, where he re- 
mained until he was stabbed by 
a swineherd at Priyett (Sax. 
Chron. A.D. 765.) Compare 
Florence of Worcester, A.D. 784. 

* Regni,'] A, S, D, E,L,; po- 
testatis, C, 

7 Ktiijiti(^ii«.] He came to the 
throne A.D. 766. 

* Betuigitune.] Bensington, in 
Oxfordshire. The battle was 



fought in 777. (Sax. Chron.) This 
could not, however, have been the 
twenty-fourth year of Cyneuulf 's 
reign, as stated by Malmesbury. 
' Uno et triginta annis,"] Some 
authorities assign thirty-one years 
to the reign of Cyneuulf. He 
commenced his reign at the end 
of the year 766, and was slain in 
786; consequently he reigned only 
twenty-nine years. It is possible 
that Malmesbury wrote ' uno de 
triginta annis,' as he uses a simi- 
lar expression when writing of 
the reign of Caedwalla, § S6, 
* annis duobus de quadraginta.' 

^^ Posteritaii ««.] A, S. D, E. 
L, ; potentatui suo, C. 

" Qtuun.] A,S,D,E.L. ; quem, C. 
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DMth of 
A.D. 785. 



tempori ratns, duMdmolato animo^ qiuuri volens, 
profiigit. Mox cum furtiyis conventiciilis 'per- 
ditam improborum manom contraxisset^ soli- 
tudinem regis 'auspicatus, nam animi causa ms 
concesserat, cum expeditis eo 'supervenit^ nbi 
dum ilium alienis amoribus inservientem audisset, 
ex insidiis domum foris obsedit. Rex andpiti 
discrimine permotus, cum praesentibus ponderato 
consilio, fores occlusit, sperans latrones vel mnl- 
cere alloquio, vel terrere imperio : cum neutrum 
procederet, ira percitus in Kineardum insiluit^ 
minimumque ^abfuit quin yita privaret; sed a mul- 
titudine circumyentus, dum cedere damnum glorias 
arbitratur, mortem probe ultus occubuit. Paud 
ex clientela ejus qui aderant, dum non manus 
dare^ sed herum yindicare ^intendunt, 'obtruncati. 
Extempio fama mali tanti principum 'perlabitur 
aures, qui non longe agebant excubias. Quorum 
qui maximus aeyo et prudentia, Osricus, casteros 
^cohortatus ne necem domini sui in insignem et 
perpetuam suam ignominiam inultam dimitterent^ 
districtis gladiis in conjuratos irruit. Kineaidus 
primo causam suam agere, magna poUiceri^ cog- 
nationem prsetendere ; ubi nihil proficit, ad re- 
sistendum 'commanipulares accendit : dubium cer- 
tamen fuit ; his pro yita, illis pro gloria, summa 
ope conantibus : tandem diu cunctata yictoria 
in justiorem partem declinayit. Ita miser ille, 
'^nequicquam fortiter faciens, animam amisit, non 



> PerditamJ] A. S. D. E. L. ; 
perditonmiy C. 

^ Auspicatus,'] A. C. D, E, L. ; 
ancupatos, S. 

' Supervenit,^ A. S, D, E, L. ; 
•npenrenerat, C. 

* Akftdi.] A.S.D, E. L. ; ob- 
fuit, C. 

« Intendumt.] A. 8. D. E. L, ; 
coDtendunt, C. 



* OhtnmaUi.^ A. C. D.E.L.; 
obtmncantnr, S. 

f Periabitur awretJ] A. S. C. 
E, L, ; periabitur ad auret, D, M, 

■ Cohortatus,'\ A. C. D. E. L. ; 
exhortatus, iSf. 

' CoiiiflMiiitpii2are«.] A, 8» D. 
E» L. ; manipulares, C. 

^ Nequicqtum,'] A. S.D. E. L. ; 
nequaquam, C. 
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Mong^m iasidiarum successu gloriatus. Corpus 
re^s Wintoniae sepultum, illius ^ Respendune, 
quod erat tunc coenobium nobile, nunc, ut audivi, 
pauco vel nuUo incolitur habitatore. 

§ 43. Post ^illum ^regnavit Brictricus anpis sex- B«orhtrfc 
decim, pacis qnam belli studiosior, artifex amicitias 
componere, extemos blande appellare, domesticis 
connivere, in his duntaxat ^quse vigorem regui 
non enervarent: atque ut ampliorem gratiam 
apud propinquos locaret, ^filiam Offse regis Mer- a.d. rsr. 
ciorum, eo tempore potentissimi, in 'conjugium 
accepit ; de qua, quod sciam, nihil liberorum tulit. 
Cujus affinitate fultus, Egbirtum solum regalis 
prosapisB superstitem, quem yalidissimum suis 
utilitatibus metuebat obicem, Franciam fugan- 
dum curavit. Nam et ipse Brictricus, et cseteri 
infra Inam reges, licet natalium splendore glo- 
riantes, quippe qui de Cerdicio traherent ori- 
ginem, non parum tamen a linea reggae stirpis 
exorbitaverant. lUo igitur expulso, securo re- 
solvi coeperat otio ; ^cum gens Danorum piratica, 
rapto yivere assueta, occulte tribus navibus ad- 
vecta, pacem provincise confudit. Quae scilicet 
manus, soli ubertatem, inhabitandum yirtutem, 
speculatum venerat, ut postea ejus multitudinis, 
quae totam pene inundayit Britanniam, adventu 
compertum est : tunc enim furtive in alta pace 



^Lomgnm,'] A. S. C. E. L.; 
lonf^j D, M. 

' RetptndwM,'] Repton, in Der- 
byshire. 

* ///Km.] A,S,D. E. L. ; Kine- 
uulfum, C. 

* Regnavit BrictricMS annis ux- 
decim.'\ Beorhtric obtained the 
throne in 785, and died in 802 ; 
consequently he reigned serenteen 
years : this agrees with the period 
assigned by Simeon of Durham. 

^ Qtur vigorem rtgni,'\ A,S,D, 



E. L. ; qui vigorem regium, C. 

^FUiam Offa.'] Beorhtric mar- 
ried Elidburh, King Offa's daugh- 
ter, in 787. See Flor. Wigom. 
an. 787 ; Asser, De Rebus Gestis 
£lfredi ; and Sax. Chron. 

^ Cot^ium.] A.S.D. E. L, ; 
conjugem, C. 

* Cum gens UmiorKM piratioi.'] 
* A.D. 787. This year came three 
ships of the Northmen from the 
land of Robbers.' (Sax. Chron. ; 
Flor. Wigom. an. 787.) 

e6 
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Eqiberht, 
A.D. SOS. 



regni appulsi, regium yicum, qui 'proximus^ Id- 
yolavere, villicum suppetias ferentem letho de- 
dentes; sed mox timore concarrentiain amissa 
prseda, ad naves refugerant. 'Post Brictricam, 
qui apud Werram jacet, 'Egbertus conscendit 
thronum avitum ; omnibus ^ante se regibus merito 
prasferendus. Et nos ergo, quia usque ad ejus 
^tempus narrationem extendimus, jam nunc ad 
Northanhimbros, sicut polliciti sumus, animum 
flectamus. 



INCIPIT DB RBGNO NORTHANHIMBRORUM. 

ArriTiiof §44. Et ^ supra paucis libavimus, et nunc ne- 
in Northum- cessario repetimus, quod Hengestus, confirmato 



* Proxtmitf.] A. C. D. E. L. 
M. ; proximus erat, iSf. 

' Po$t Btietricwn.'] According 
to the Saxon Chronicle and Flo- 
rence of Worcester, Beorhtric 
died in 800 ; but Simeon of Dur- 
ham states that he died A.D. 802, 
having reigned seventeen years. 

*Egl>ertu$ conscendit thronum.'] 
Ecgberiit, according to most of the 
authorities, is supposed to have 
ascended ihe throne in the year 
800. This date, hov^ever, does 
not accord with the period as- 
signed by the best authorities for 
the duration of the reigns of his 
predecessors, as the following 
will show : Aethelheard succeed- 
ed in the year 726, and reigned in 
all nearly fifteen years. Cuthred 
ascended the throne in the be- 
ginning of the year 741 ; his 
reign was fourteen years. Sigi- 
berbt succeeded in 765, and was 
expelled from his kingdom after 
one year's reign. Cyneuulf com- 
menced his reign at the end of 
the year 756, and, having reigned 
twenty-nine years, was succeed- 
ed by Beorhtric at the close of the 
year 785. The seventeen years 
assigned by Simeon of Duriiam 



to the reign of Beorhtric, plaoes 
the commencement of Ecgberhf s 
reign in 802. Horeden writMy 
' Egbertus igitur, anno gratisB 
octingentesimo, vel ut quidam 
volunt octingentesimo secundo, et 
defuncto Brictrico,sucoes8it ;' uid 
the latter date seems to be correct. 
There is, moreover, proof that he 
was living in 838, the year assign- 
ed by the northern chroniclers for 
his death. In a charter granted 
in 8S5, and confirmed the foUow- 
ing year, that year is stated to be 
the thirty-fourth of his reign; 
another of his charters is dated 
A.D. 838, confirmed by his son 
in the year 830, which is also 
described as the first year of the 
reign of Etheluulf. The bestan- 
thority states that his reign last- 
ed upwards of thirty-seven years; 
his accession must therefore be 
dated in the year 802, and his 
death in 839. 

*Ante u reg%bu$J\ A,S,E.L,; 
ante se in West-Saxonia regibus, 
C. D, M. 

* Tempua,'] A, S, D. E. L. ; 
tempore, C. 

* Supra paucis libavimusJ] See 
p. 12, § 7. 



LIB. I.] GB8TA RBGUM ANOLORUM. 



61 



in Cantia re^o, fratrem Ohtam et filiom Ebosan, 
acris et probatae experientiae viros, ad occupandas 
aquilonales Britannia^ partes miserit. lUi, 'im- 
peratis insistentes, convenientem studiis suis ex- 
itum habuere; namque saepenumero cum pro- 
vincialibus congressi, profligatisque qui resis- 
tendum putaverant^ reliquos in fidem ^acceptos 
placidae quietis gratia mulcebant Ita cum et 
suis artibus et subjectorum favore nonnihil potes- 
tatiscorrasissent, 'nunquam tamen regium nomen 
temerare meditati, ejusdem mediocritatis formam 
in proximos posteros ^delineaverunt. Annid 
enim uno minus centum, Northanhimbri duces 
communi habitu content!, sub imperio Cantu- 
aritarum privatos agebant : sed non postea stetit 
haec ambitionis continentia, sen quia semper in 
deteriora declivus est humanus animus, seu quia 
gens ilia naturaliter inlSatiores anhelat spiritus. 
Anno ^itaque Dominicae incarnationis quingen- Nortirambrfai 

. . ^ , . ^ X Zl vneML into 

tesmio quadragesmio septmio, post mortem Akingdom* 
Hengesti sexagesimo, ducatus in regnum mu- 
tatus, reg^avitque ibi primus ^Ida, baud dubieicu. 
nobilissimus, estate et yiribus integer; verum 
utrum ipse per se principatum invaserit, an ali^ 



' Imperatis.^ A. S, D, E, L, ; 
pneceptis, C. 

* AccepioB.'] S. C, D. E. L. 
M, ; acceptoB et, A, 

' Nunquam . . . agebant,'] The 
Bonrce of this information cannot 
now be traced. 

* Delineavertmi,'] A, D, E, L, 
M, ; declinaremnt, S. C. 

* Itaque.] A. S. D. E, L. M. ; 
ergo, C. 

' Ida.] Prior to the accession 
of Ida, the Saxon Chronicle con- 
tains no notice of Northumbria. 
The Saxon Chronicle and Beda 
(lib. T. c. 24) both consider Ida 
the founder of this kingdom in 



647. It seems doubtful whether 
Ida was king of both the pro- 
vinces of Bemicia and Deira, or 
of the former only. Upon his 
death in 650, he was succeeded 
in Bemicia by his sons, who 
reigned successively till the year 
6S8, when Aethelric, upon the 
death of Alia, king of Bemicia, 
and the expulsion of his son 
Eldwin, obtained the government 
of both kingdoms, which he held 
for five years, until his death in 
60S. Compare the statements of 
Flor. Wigora. an. 560, andGe- 
neal. Regn. Bemic. et Deiror. 
with Simeon of Durham. 
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A11a,A.D. 
5M. 



caoM of the snomm 

oooTcnlonof 



Oram consensu delatam snsceperit, parom definio, 
quia est in abdito Veritas : caBteram, satis constat 
magna et vetere prosapia orinndtimy pnris et de- 
fsecatis moribos multnm splendoris generosis con- 
tnlisse natalibus. Adeo bello invictas, domi se- 
▼eritatem regiam gennina mansaetndine animi 
temperabat Possem hoc loco istins, et alibi 
aliomm, lineam seriatim intexere, nisi quod ipsa 
Tocabola barbamm quiddam stridentia minus 
qnam vellem delectationis lectnris infiinderent. 
Iliad ^tantum non immerito notandam, quod cam 
Wodenio faerint tres filii, Weldegios, Wilthegias, 
Beldegias : de primo, reges Cantaaritaram ; de 
secundo, Merciorum; de tertio, West-Saxonam 
et Northanhimbroram, prseter daos quos proce- 
dens sermo nominare perget, originem traxerint. 
Hie ergo Ida, sicut absolute invenio, a Beldegio 
nonus, a Wodenio decimus, 'qnatuordecim annis 
in reg^o permansit. 

§45. ^Successor ejus AUa, ex eodem qaidem 
genere, sed diverso a Wodenio tractn sangrainem 
ducens, regnum efficaciter provectam ^sudoram 
tituliSy per triginta annos nobiliter 



tiMEiiffUth. ampliavit. ^Hnjus tempore venales ex North- 



* Tantum,] D. E. L. M. ; ta- 
meu, A, S, C. 

' Quatuordecim annis J] A,S,D. 
E, L. M, ; annis duodecim, C. — 
In Beda (lib. v. c. 24), the Saxon 
Chronicle, and other authorities, 
Ida is stated to have reigned 
tweWe years. Simeon of Dur- 
ham writes, ' Ida rex regnarit 
annis xi.' 

' Succesmr ^}u$ AUaJ] He was 
king of Deira, and ascended the 
throne A.D. 560. (Sax. Chron.) 
It does not appear from any 
other authority that Alia ever 
reigned orer Bemiciay thoqgfa he 



is here described as the snooeMor 
of Ida, whose sons at this Ume 
were successively kings of that 
province. 

*Sudonim,'] A. S. D. E. L. 
M. ; studiorum, C. 

' Hi^us tempore vemUes,'] Com- 
pare this story with Beda (lib. 
II. c. 1, § 89), who relates it as 
merely traditional. It has beoi 
inserted in almost the same words 
by Johannes Diaconus and Pas- 
lus Diaconus in their respective 
lives of St Gregory. The name 
of the pope to whom the appli- 
cation was made is omitted ia 
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anhimbria paeri, — familiari, scilicet, et pene in- 
genita 'illi nationi consaetadine, adeo at, sicat 
nostra quoqae secula viderant, non dabitarent 
arctisaimas necessitadines snb prastexta mini- 
monun commodoram distrahere, — venales ergo 
ex Anglia poeri, Romam deducti, saluti omnitmi m 
compatriotanua occasionem dedere ; nam cam, [i« 
miracnlo Toltos, et lineameDtoram gratia, ocoloa 
civitatis invitasaeat, affuit forte cum ^iis bea- 
tissimns Gregorins, taac apostolicee sedia archi- 
diaconus, qui miratns tantam in mortalibtu de* 
com compositionem, miseratns tarn abjectam in 
captivis conditionem, consolit astantes : qui ge- 
nus? nnde domo? Responsum est, esse genere 
Anglos, 'provincia Deiros, — eat enim Deira pro- 
Tincia Northanhimbrise, — Allae regi sabditos, pa- 
ganismo deditos : quorum extremnm dolentibas 
SQspiriis prosecutns, reliquis el^anter applaosit, 
ut Angli, angetia similes, de ira emerentor, et 
Alltlma 'cantare docerentor. Nee mora : impe- 
trata a *Benedicto papa liceotia ad praedicandam, 
iter adoriri magnanima eximii viri spiravit in- 
dnstria; et profecto coDceptnm opna pietas ex- 



Beda. Paulo* DUconii*, or the | licel rem sit, ultra mare, Mlvat 
author of the life generally at- emn wara sua.' (U. lom, c. 13.] 
tributed to him, •&;« that it was , pr^^u i)ri™.] Britain, 
Pope Pelagra» ; but Joh.ones ^,^^ ^ ^^ Humber, wa. ct™- 
Diacoaus, idok correctly, Bene- | ^ „f ^^ j region., Deira 
S'l:^"?;!^l'^J_"?!!.^":,'^d Beniicia. Deira extended 
from the Humber to the Tyne, 
and Bernicia from the Tyne to 
the Frith of Forth. F.ach pro- 
Tince at flnt had its independent 
soTereign. See note to Smith's 
B«da, lib. III. c. 1. 

' Cantart.'] 8. E, ; cantitan, 
A.D.C.L.M. 

* Bnt^tto fopo.] Benedict 
preuded from 9Tth Hay, A.D. 
fiT4, till Ulh Jalj, A.D. 6T9. 



ST8. 

' nil adfimii coanutadiu.] Thi» 
cnalom of selling their childrea 
and near relatives to foreign mer- 
chants was probably confined to 
Northnmbria. According to a 
law ofini, it would seem that 
national staves could not be sdd 
legally: 'Si quia compatriotam 
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AalheMe, 
A.D.M8. 



AcUMlMth, 

A.D. sn,* 



plesset, nisi jam profectom factiosus civium amor 
revocasset. Erat enim vir ille, tom virtutibiis 
clams^ tum civibus cams, quippe qui spem illo- 
rom, quam de eo a paero combiberant, iDcre- 
dibili virtate superarit. Ita boni intentio tunc 
quidemfrustrata, postmodum ^sub pontificatu ejus 
laudabilem finem accepit, sicut suis lector locis 
inveniet. Me interim ista inseruisse non piguit, 
ne lecturorum conscientiam defraudarem de Alia, 
cujus mentionem perstrinxit patris Gregorii vita ; 
qui, quamquam maxima occasio Christianitatis 
genti Anglorum fuerit, nihil unquam, siye Dei 
consilio, sive quodam infortunio, de 'ea audire 
meruit. Sane ad filium ejus manavit electio. 

§ 46. ' AUa mortuo, adeptus est regnum ^Ethel- 
ricus Idae filius, post detritam in penuria setatem, 
extrema canitie provectus, sed veloci morte de 
medio post quinque annos sublatus. Miserabilis 
princeps, et quern fama obscura prorsus ^occuleret, 
nisi filii conspicuus vigor patrem in speculam ex*- 
tulisset. 

§ 47. Itaque cum longo senio satietati vitas 
satisfecisset, Ethelfridus regnum ascendit, major 
filiorum, qui teneritudinem annorum maturitate 
morum consolaretur : cujus gesta per scriptomm 
facetiam prolata in publicum, non nisi ordinis 
loco stili nostri expectant officium. Adeo in 
ejus et sequentium laudibus 'Bedae vigilavit in- 
genium, et illius quidem in confines sibi North- 



' Subpontificatu^tu,'] Gregory 
the Great presided from Sd Sept. 
A.D.590, to 12th March, A.D.604. 

' £a.] A.S.E.L,; ipsa, C. 

^AUamortw,'] AlladiedA.D. 
588. (Sax. Chron.) 

^EthelrieutJ] Aethelric reigned 
orer both of the provinces of 
Bemicia and Deira. He suc- 
ceeded to the former A.D. 586, 



and obtained the latter in 588: 
he died in the year 50S. See 
note^ at p. 61. 

' OecuUret.] A. S. D. E, L. 
M, ; reconderet, C. 

' 593.] Aethelfrith succeeded 
to the kingdom of the Nortfaum- 
brians A.D. 50S. (Sax. Chran.) 

7 Beda.'\ See Beda, Hift, EccL 
Angl. lib. II. c. S and IS. 
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anhimbros, eo familiarius quo propinqaius, pro- 
spiciebat intentio: nostra vero lacinias illius 
carpet et componet oratio. Ne quis sane mihi 
vitio vertat, quod tarn diffusa in arctum contra^ 
hitur historia, noverit factum consilio, ut qui 
nauseaverint in illis obsoniis, in his mendican- 
tes respirent reliquiis. Est enim verbum ^ tritum, 
antiquitate venerandum, ' Cibi qui minus suffi- 
ciunt, avidius sumuntur.' Ethelfridus igitur^ ut 
dicere coeperam, regnum nactus, primo acriter 
sua defendere, post etiam improbe aliena inva- 
dere, glorise occasiones undecunque conflare. 
Multa per eum prselia inchoata provide, et con- 
summata egregie, dum nee ilium a necessitate 
frsenaret inertia, nee ad temeritatem praecipitaret 
audacia. Testis est horum ^ Degsa lapis, in illis Batue or 
regionibus percelebris locus, in quo rex Scot- A.Df«Sr* 
torum Edan, qui, successibus Ethelfridi invidens, 
detractantem etiam in bellum impulerat, non sine 
magno victoris discrimine victus, fugam iniit; 
siquidem germanus Ethelfridi, Tetbaldus, caput 
periculis objectans, eo studiosius quo fratri ope- 
ram ostentare affectabat impensius, luctuosam vic- 
toriam reliquit, cum omnibus 'commanipularibus 
suis desideratus. Testis et ^Legionum civitas, a.d. «i8. 
quse nunc simpliciter Cestra vocatur, quaeque ad 
id temporis a Britannis possessa, contumacis in 



* TritumJ] £. ; usu tritom, >!. 
S. C. D. L, M. 

« Degia iopw.] A. 8. C. E, L. ; 
Degla lapis, D. Af.— The battle 
of Daegsastin was fought in the 
year 603. (See Sax. Chron. ; 
Beda, lib. i. c. 34; and Flor. 
Wigorn.) The modern name of 
this place is not known : by some 
it is supposed to be Dalston, near 
Carlisle ; by others Dawston, near 
Jedborough. 



' Commanipularilnu,'] A,S,D* 
E, L, M, ; manipularibus, C. 

^ Legiomun citfitaa .... Cestra 
ffoeaJtur.'] The British name of 
this city was Caer-leon, the City 
of Legions, from a Roman legion 
being always stationed there. 
Beda (lib. ii. c. 2, § 94) has 
these words : ' Ciritatem Legi- 
onum, quae a gente Anglorum 
Legacaestir, a Britonibus autem 
rectius Carlegion appellatur.' 

P 
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regem populi alebat superbiam ; ad cujus oppug- 
nationem cum intendisset animum^ oppidani, qui 
omnia perpeti quam obsidionem mallent, simol 
et numero confisi, effuse in bellum raont : qnos 
ille insidiis exceptos fudit, fngavitque, ^ prius in 
monachos debacchatus, qui pro salute exercitos 
supplicaturi frequentes convenerant. Quorum 
'incredibilem nostra setate numerum fuisse indi- 
cio sunt, in vicino coenobio tot semiruti parietes 
ecclesiarum, tot anfractus porticuum, tanta tur- 
ba ruderum, quantum vix alibi cemas : vocatur 
'locus ille Bancor, tunc monachorum famosum 
receptaculum, nunc mutatus in episcopium. Ita 
Ethelfridus, rebus ad voluntatem foris scatnri- 
entibus, ^domesticum metum et intestinum peri- 
culum propulsare desiderans, ^ Edwin um Allae 
filium, non aspernandae probitatis juvenem, reg- 
no et provincia eliminat: at ille multo tempore 
incertis jactatus sedibus, multosque olim amicos 



> Priiw.] A. S, D. E, L. M. ; 
post, C. 

' Incredibilem nostra (ttate nii- 
fuenim.] The Saxon Chronicle 
states that two hundred priests 
were slain, who went thither to 
pray for the Welsh army. The 
exact date of this massacre is not 
known. There is no date assigned 
to this event in Beda. Florence 
places it in the year 60S; the 
Annales Cambrias in 61 S; the 
Saxon Chronicle in 607. Ussher, 
following the Ulster Annals, re- 
fers it to the year 613. 

' Loctu ille Bancor .... nunc 
mutahis in episcopium. "] Malmes- 
bury here confounds Uie ancient 
monastery of Banchor, near Ches- 
ter, with the more modem see 
of Bangor, in Caernarvonshire. 
(Sharpe,p.47.) See also Tyrrell, 



vol. I. book IV. p. 164. There 
was likewise a monastery at 
Bangor, in Ulster: see Smith's 
note to Beda, lib. ii. c. 9. 

* DomesticvM metum et wfei- 
^tnipn periadum propnUare,1 A. 
S. E, L. ; domesticum et intes- 
tinum metum propulsare, C. 

' Edwinum,'] Upon the dettdi 
of Alia, king of Deira, his son 
£&dwini, being only three yean 
old, was driven from the iucces- 
sion by Aethelric, king of Her- 
nicia, who thereupon united the 
government of the two provinces. 
Aethelric died in 59S, and was 
succeeded by his son Aethelfirith ; 
who still continuing his perseca- 
tion, E&dvnni sought the protec- 
tion of Reodwalde, king of East 
Anglia. 
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procliviores in hostem quam in fidem ^xpertus, 
quia, ' ut ille dixit, 

* Cum fueris felix, multos numerabis amicos ; 
Tempora si fuerint nubila, solus eris ;' 

tandem ad regem Redwaldum Orientalium An* 
glorum venit; apud quem, deploratis casibus 
suis, cum resedisset regia dignatione tutus, ad- 
venere legati Ethelfridi, vel traditionem trans- 
fugae, vel bellum denunciantes. Ille uxorii pec- 
toris ^consiliis roboratns, ne fidem amico da- 
tam 'ullius minis corrumperet, ^ super Ethelfridum DMth of 
paratis copus insperatus advolat ; ninilque minus a.d. «i7. 
quam insidias opinantem, prsemeditatus agg^- 
ditur. Quod tunc solum virtus deprehensa po- 
tuit, intercluso fugae spatio, remedium in manus 
vertit. Quamvis igitur pene inermis, quamvis 
ancipiti periculo circumventus, non prius tamen 
occubuit quam interitu Reinerii filii Redwaldl 
mortem suam compensasset. Hunc exitum, ^post 
regni viginti quatuor annos, habuit Ethelfridus, 
usu quidem bellorum nuUi secundus, sed divinas 
religionis penitus ignarus. Habuerat ex Acca, filia 
AUae, sorore Edwini, ^filios duos, Oswaldum duo- 
dennem, et Oswium 'quadriennem, qui tunc, 
occiso genitore, nutritiorum diligentia fuga lapsi, 
Scotiam evadunt. 



* ut me dtxt*.] Ovid. Trist. I A.D.617; Flor.Wigom. an.616; 
1. 0, V. 6. I and Henry of Huntingdon.) 



'CofMt7tu.] A. D. K M.; 
consilio, iSi. C. L, 

' UUius.] C. D. E. M. ; illins, 
A, S, L, 

« Super EtheVridum.] Aethel- 
firith waB slain A.D. 617, in a 
battle with Reodwalde, near Ret- 
ford, on the river Idle, in Not- 
tinghamshire. (Sax. Chronicle, 



' Pogt regni viginti qnatMor 
aniuw.] Simeon of Durham, in- 
correctly as it seems, assigns 
twenty-eight years to the reign of 
Aethelfrith. 

' FUios duos,'] Osuuald and 
Oswi6 had an elder brother, 
Elinfri^, who afterwards became 
king of Bemicia. See post, ^ 49. 

^ QnadriennemJ] A, D, E, L, 
M, ; quadrimum, S. C. 

rS 
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Eidwini. 
A.D. 617. 



A.D. 627. 



DB BDWINO RBGB NORTHANHIMBRORUM . 

§48. Sic ^Eadwinus, aemulis omnibiis ^fusis 
fugatisve, pluribas laboribus emeritns, regni fas- 
tig^um jam non rudis ascendit. Cojus cum 
dominio mox Northanhimbrorum cervicositas 
dignaoter assurrexisset, accessit ad cumulum 
felicitatis mors matura Redwaldi; namque pro- 
vinciales, qui olim apud se exulantem promptae 
audaciae et impigri auimi explorassent Edwiuum, 
ultro conjurata fide in ejus ditionem conspirant. 
Ille, Redwaldi filio inani re^ nomine concessOt 
caetera moderabatur pro arbitrio. Ea tempestate 
spes atque opes Anglorum in illo sitas : nee erat 
quaelibet Britanniae provincia quae non illius 'ex- 
spectaret nutum, parata ad obsequium, pra&ter 
solos Cantuaritas. Hos enim immunes excur- 
sionis reliquerat, quippe qui jamdudum^ad nup- 
tias EthelburgaCy sororis Edbaldi regis eorum, men- 
tem appulerat: quam cum, longo tempore peti- 
tam, tandem aliquando impetrasset, eo consilio ut 
non contemneret habitam quam diu suspiraverat 
dilatam, tanto duo ilia regna confcederata sunt 
officio, ut nihil esset vel in potestatibus diversum, 
vel in moribus barbarum. Eadem praesterea occa- 
sione ^ Paulino praedicante, Domini Christi fides, 
illis partibus infusa, primo ^regem ipsum pene- 
travit ; quam cum regina marito inter conjug^es 



' Eadwinui,'] He succeeded to 
the kingdom of Northumbria on 
the death of Aethelfrith, in the 
beginning of the year 617. 

' Fusis fngatisve,] A. D. E. 
L, M, ; cassis vel expulsis, iSi. C. 

• Extyectaret,^ E, ; spectaret, 
A, S. L\ D. L. M. 

* AdnuptiaaEthelhurga,^ E4d- 
wini's marriage with Ethelburga, 
also called Tatae, daughter of 



Aetheiberht, king of Kent, took 
place A.D. 625. (Beda, lib. ii. 
c. 9,§111.) 

* Pavlino,'] Paulinns was or- 
dained bishop of York 2l8t July, 
A.D. 625. 

* Regem ipsum peneirmrii.1 
£14dwini was baptized on Easter 
Sunday, (12th April,) A.D. 627, 
in the eleventh year of his reign. 
(Beda, lib. ii. c. 14, § IS2.) 
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affectus crebro inculcaret, et 'antistitis admonitio 
suo loco non deesset. Diu ille cunctabundus et 
anceps^ semel tamen susceptam imis inseruit prse- 
cordiis : tunc vicinos reges ad fidem invitare^ 
tunc ecclesiarum aedificia excitare, nihil quod 
ampliandae fidei congrueret negligere. Interea 
et devotioni regiae serenus Deitatis favor arri- 
debat; adeo ut non solum Britannise gentes^ 
Angli, Scotti^ Picti^ sed et Insula) Orchadum, 
et Mevaniarum^ quas nunc Anglesei^ id est, An- 
glorum insulas, ^dicunt, et arma ejus metuerent, 
et potestatem adorarent. NuUus tunc praedo 
publicus, nuUus latro domesticus, insidiator con- 
jugalis pudoris procul, expilator alienae haeredi- 
tatis exul, magnum id in ejus laudibus et nostra 
aetate splendidum. Itaque imperii sui ad eos 
limites incrementa perducta sunt, ut justitia et 
pax libenter in mutuos amplexus concurrerent, 
osculorum gratiam grata vicissitudine libantes: 
et feliciter tunc Anglomm respublica procedere 
potuisset, nisi mors immatura, temporalis beati- 
tudinis noTerca, turpi fortunae ludo, virum abs- 
tulisset patriae. ^tatis enim anno octavo et Death of 
quadragesmio, regni decimo septimo, 'expugnan- a.d.633. 
tibus regulis quos sub jugum miserat, Chedwalla 
Britonum, et Penda Merciomm, ^cum filio inter- 
emtus, miserabile varietatis humanae fecit ex- 
emplum : nuUo prudentia inferior, ^ quod nee 
Christianam fidem nisi diligentissime inspecta 



1 Antistitis.'] A. C. D. E. L. 
M, ; antistitiB Paulini, Sf. 

2 DuMoU.] A, C. D. E. L. M. ; 
dicimus, S, 

* ExyMgnantihus,'] E. ; repug- 
nantibus, il. D, L, M, ; rebellan- 
tibus, S, C. 

* Cum filio interenUusJ] Eftd- 
wini, wiUi his son Oflirid, was 



slain at the battle of Hatfield 
Moor on the 12th October, A.D. 
633. (Beda, lib. ii. c. 20, § 146 ; 
Sax. Chron. A.D. 633 ; and Flor. 
Wigom. an. 633.) The day of his 
celebration in the English mar- 
tyrology is the 4th of October. 

* Quod nee] A, D. £. L. M, ; 
quod ne, C. ; qui ne, S, 
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ratione voluit suscipere, susceptaeqae nihil com- 
parabile existimare. 

DB SANCTO OSWALDO RB6B. 

Th* MM of § 49. Occiso Edwino^ filii Ethelfridi, ' iidemqne 

ratura from oepotcs Edwini, Oswaldus et Oswius, jam adulti, 

^^^""^ jam juventae vernantis florem induti, repatriave- 

mnt, simulque qui estate praestabat Eanfridus, 

ciijas mentio superius excidit. Regnum itaqae in 

duo discretum ; siquidem Northanhimbria, jam- 

dudum in geminas secta provincias, ex Deiris 

onic of AUam, ex Bemiciis Idam creaverat Quaprop- 

^(^« ter tunc filius patrui Eadwini 'Osricus Deiram, 

1^^ Eanfridus filius Ethelfridi Bemiciam sortiti, h«. 

reditarium jus se obtinuisse gloriabantur : ambo 

in Scotia sacris Christianis initiati, ambo yix dum 

potestatis compotes fidei transfugae, non multo 

post, 'infestante Ched walla, fidei relictae poenas 

dedere. Annuum tempus inter has moras ex- 

st. otanaid, actum, ^Oswaldum, magnae spei juvenem, ad im- 

thumbria,**'' pcraudi scientiam exercuit. Is fide quam ferro 

instructior, nam apud Scottos, ubi cum multa 

nobilium indole exulaverat, baptismi gratiam 

meruerat, Chedwallum rerum gestarum memoria 

elatum, virum, ut ipse ^dictitabat, in exterminium 

Anglorum natum, primo impetu castris exuit, 

mox ^cum omnibus copiis delevit. Cum enim 



' lidemque nepotes EdwinW] 
They were sons of Aethelfrith by 
Acca, sister of E&dwini. See 
antea, § 47. 

' Onicus Deiramy Eanfridus 
. . . Bemiciam.'] See Saxon Chron. 
A.D. 634, and Beda, lib. in. 
c. 1. Osric was the son of Ael- 
fric, brother of Alia, and cousin 
of £&dwini. 

• It\festante CkedwaUa,'] Osrlc 
and £&nfri^ were both slain by 



Osric in the summer of 6S4, and 
E&nfrit^ shortly afterwards. Dur- 
ing this period the government of 
the two proTinces was UBUfped 
by Ceadwalla. 

* Oswaldum,'] Osuuald obtained 
tlie kingdom of Northumbria in 
C34. Concerning him, see Beda, 
lib. III. c. 2, 3. 6. 

* Dictitabat.] D. E. L. M.; 
dictabat, C. ; de se dictitabat, A. 

* Cum omnibus copiis deUvUJ] 



Ceadwalla, king of the Britons ; Ceadwalla was slain at Dilston, 
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quantulomcunque exercitum undecunque con- 
flasset, his sermonibus in bellum excitavit^ ut 
ant vincendom sibi compiilitones, aut moriendum 
nossent, nihil de fuga meditantes : exprobrandi 
pudoris rem ventilari allegans^ Anglos com Bri- 
tannis tarn iniquo Marte confligere^ ut contra 
iUos pro salute decertarent, quos ultro pro gloria 
lacescere consuescent: itaque libertatem auden- 
tibus animis et effusis viribus ' asserant ; cae- 
temm, de fugae impetu memoriam nullam. Quare 
tarn acriter et tanto conflictu utrobique con- 
cursum, ut recte dictum sit, ilium diem fuisse, 
quo nunquam 'Britonestristior, nunquam Anglos 
afflasset hilarior: adeo alteri, omnibus viribus 
consumptis, ulterius respirare non ausi; alteri, 
sacra religione cum regis mag^animitate con- 
sentiente, in immensum provecti. Denique ex 
eo tempore cultus idolorum ad cineres torpuit ; 
et ipse regnum latioribus, quam Edwinus, ter- 
minis, citra ullam necem hominum, 'octo annis 
^quiete coercuit. Hujus regis laudes ^histo- 
ria panegfjrrico prosequitur stilo, quarum nos 
Gompetentes particulas velut quodam complec- 
temur epilogo. Quantus enim in ejus pectore 
fidei fervor coaluerit, facile ex hoc animadver- 
teres, quod si quando antistes ^Aidanus Scottice 
auditoribus facienda proponeret, et interpres de- 
esset, confestim rex ipse, quamvis indutus chla- 
mydem, vel auro rigentem, vel Tyrios murices 



near Hexham, in Northumber- 
land. (Beda, lib. in. c. 1, § 151.) 
See also Smith's App. xiii. 

> A$$efwit.^ A, C. D. E. L. ; 
asserunt, iSi. 

*BriioneM.'\ D. E. M.; Bri- 
tannoe, A, S, C, L. 

» Octo,] A. S,C. E, L. ; sep- 
tem, D. iM^.<— According to Beda, 
OsQuald reigned nine years, in- 



clusive of the year of Ceadwalla's 
usurpation. 

^ QuUteJ] A, D, E, L.; cum 
quiete, S, C. 

' Historia.'] E, ; historia Bedae, 
S. — See Beda, lib. in. c. 8 — 6. 

* Aidantu Scottice.^ Concern- 
ing the life of Aidan, bishop of 
Lindisfame, see Beda, lib. in. 
c. 6, and Acta Sanctorum, Au- 
gust tom. VI. p. 688. 
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sestaantem, id rnunus Mignanter corripiens, 
barbari sermonis involucrum patria lingua ex- 
pediret. 'Vulgatum quoque est, quod crebro 
appositis 'obsoniis, cum convivaB in cibos den- 
tes acuerent, mentes intenderent, ^ipse *volup- 
tatem fraenarit, penuria sua pauperum mer- 
catus gaudia: unde arbitror etiam temporaliter 
absolutam esse coelestis sententise fidem, quam 
divinum quondam resultavit oraculum, ' 'Dispersit, 
dedit pauperibus, justitia ejus manet in seculum 
seculi.' Nam quod auditor mirari debeat, et in- 
ficiari non ^ valeat, dextra ilia regalis, tantarum 
eleemosinarum la^trix, hodieque cum brachio, 
cute et nervis, incorrupta viget ; totum vero cor- 
pus reliquum, pra^ter ossa, in cineres dissolutum, 
communionem mortalitatis non evasit. Et sunt 
quidem nonnuUorum sanctorum corporales exu- 
Tiaa, nullius omnino labis consciae. Quapropter 
aestiment alii, quo examine judicium suum pon- 
derent, ego istud gratius, et evidentiori miraculo 
divinius esse pronuntio : nam usu etiam pretiosa 
degenerant, et quicquid videtur rarius praedi- 
catur uberius. Jam vero superfluus essem, si 
dicere afTectarem quam sedulus fuerit preces in 
altum porrigere, votis coelos onerare. Adeo est 
amplior laus ista in Oswaldo quam ut nostra 
Death of oratione indigeat cumulari. Quando enim *ro- 
a.'d.642. ' gatus negligerety ^qui rebellione per Pendam re- 



* Dignanter,'] A, D.E.L.; non 
Bspernanter, iSi. C. 

» Vulgatum,] C. D. E. ; vul- 
gatisBimum, A, S. L, 

> ObwniisJ] A, S. D, E. L.; 
dapibus, C. 

* Ipse voluptatem,'] See Bed a, 
lib. III. c. 6. 

* Voluptatem.] S, C, D. E, ; 
voluntatem, A, L, 



' Dupersit . . . teculi.'] Psalm 
cxii. 9. 

^ VaUat.'\ A. D. E. L. ; au- 
deat, S, C. 

* Rogahu,] S, ; togatns. A, C. 
D. E. L, 

' Qui rebellUme per PendamJ] 
Osuuald was Blain by Penda at 
Maserfelth, (now Oswestry,) 5th 
Aug. A.D. 642, in the thirty- 
eighth year of his age. (Beda, 
lib. III. c. 9, and Sax. Chron.) 
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gem Merciorum excitata, cum stipatoribas fusis 
ipse qnoque ferratam silvam in pectore gereret, 
nee atrocitate vulnemm^ nee mortis confinio, 
potuit argui quin pro animabns fidelium. snorum 
Domino Deo supplicaret? Ita vir in secnlo 
ingentis glorias, magnae apud Deum gratiae, ani- 
mam exnens gratiosam, sui posteris profddit me- 
moriam per miraculorum frequentiam: merito. 
Res est enim non pertrita, sed * *corvo rarior albo/ 
hominem abundare divitiis, et nolle lascivire 
vitiis. Itaque defuncti brachia, cum manibus et 
capite, insatiabili 'victoris ira desecta, et stipiti 
appensa. Et corpus quidem, ut dixi, totum pla- his nuet 
cido naturae sinu confotum, in 'terrenum ele-*" **' 
mentum abiit: brachia vero cum manibus, auc- 
tore Deo, *et * teste veraci historico, inviolata 
dnrant. Ea a fratre Oswio apud ^Bebbanburg, 
urbem ita vocant Angli, composita scrinio, mon- 
strata miraculo, idem asserit. Quo loci quia 
opinione fluctuo utrum ad hunc diem serventur, 
praecipitem affirmationem non emitto : si quid alii 
historiographi temere sunt professi ipsi viderint ; 
mihi fama vilius constet, ne quicquam nisi ab- 
soluta fide dignum pronuntiem. Caput, tunc 'ab 
eodem germano Lindisfami humatum, ^nunc Du- 
nelmi inter brachia beatissimi Cuthberti teneri 
aiunt. Ossa reliqui corporis cum regina Ostdritha, 
uxor Ethelredi regis Merciorum, filia regis Oswi, 
caritate patrui ducta, Bardenio monasterio suo, 
quod est in regione Merciorum non longe a Lin- 



^ Corvo rariar tUbo,'] Juv. Sat. 
VII. lin. 202. 

« Victoris.] E, reads * yictoriis.' 

* 7frrfiii0ii.] S, D. E, ; ter- 
reum, A, C» L» 

* £*.] S. C. D. E. ; omitted 
in A, L, 

' Teste veraci kiitorico,] Beda, 
lib. III. c. 6. 



* BebbmUmrg,'] Bamborougfa, 
in Northumberland. 

^ Ab eodem germanoj] A. S. D, 
E, L,; a beato Germano, C. 

* Nunc Dunelmi . . . ataoU.] St. 
Cuthbert is represented as hold- 
ing the head of Osauald in his 
arms. (Sharpe, 5S.) 
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docolina civitate, inferre veUet, iTerunt in re- 
pulsam monachi 'pammper, invidentes mortao 
quietem ossuum quern oderant ▼iYumy quod super 
eos bellico jure acceperat regnum : sed intern*- 
pesta nocte per lucemam de ccelo super reliquias 
emissam edocti fatuum lenire ^tumorem, in sequi- 
tatem transiere, ultro expostulantes quod ante 
rejecerant Frequentabanturque ibi virtutes 
divinitus, sentiebatque prsecellentissimi mar- 
tyris opem quicunque implorasset langnidus. 
' Reviruit ex cadentis sanguine campi cespes, plus 
solito ^florens, quo sanatus sonipes, quern posti 
affixum sinuosis anfractibus ignis vitabundus 
effug^t. Nee vacavit a virtute lavaturse reli- 
quiarum ejus pulvisculus, quo mentis impos 
integritati rationis est redditus. Occurrit me- 
delas qui recentem cruorem capitis imbiberat 
stipes, quo ^loto hausit sanitatem desperatus. 
Diu illud monasterium tanti thesauri consdum 
claruit habitantium sanctimonia et necessari- 
orum copia; praesertim postquam Ethelredus 
rex 'ibi coronam tonsurae monachice accepit, ubi 
et mausoleum ejus ^ usque in diem hodiemum 
yisitur. Porro, post multos annos, ossa bea- 
tissimi Oswaldi, cum ea loca infestarent barbari, 
Gloecestram translata: locus iste, ^canonicos 
habens, non multo incolitur habitatore. Fuit 
igitur Oswaldus qui genti suas primitias sanc- 



* ParumperJ] A. D, E, L,; 
omitted in S, C. 

* Tumorem,} A. C. D. E. L, ; 
timorem, S, 

* Reviruit ex cadenii$ mm- 
guine.'] See Beda, lib. iii. c. 9, 

* Fhrens,] C. D. E, M. ; flo- 
renSy A, Li, 



* Loto.^ A. D. E, L. M, ; loco, 
S. C. 

« J6».] E. ; ibidem, A, S. C. D. 
L.M. 

7 Uetfue in diem kodiermamJ] 
E, ; usque diem hodiemum, A. 
Ih ; usque hodie, C. D. M, 

^ Canonieos.'] E, ; before ' ca- 
nonicos,' A, C. L. read ' tone 
monachos, nunc;' D, M. read 
' tunc monachos, non.' 
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titatis dederit, quippe nullus ante ilium Angliis 
miraculis^ quod sciam, viguerit ; qui post actam 
sancte vitam, large dando eleemosinas, crebras 
in Dei obsequela protelando excubias^ postremo 
zelo Dei ecclesiae cum gentili committens, ante, 
quod optabat^ efiudit spiritum^ quam, quod time^ 
bat, Christianitatis videret detrimentum. Nee 
fraudabitur profecto martyrum gloria, qui primo 
bonsB vitaa intendens, postmodum gloriosse morti 
corpus impendens, eorum trivit vestigia ; et cu*- 
mulatiori pene laude, quod illi singuli se singu- 
los, ille secum Deo consecraverit totos Northan- 
himbros. 



DE OSWIO FRATRE SANCTI OSWALDI. 

§ 50. Eo igitur humanis rebus exempto, Os- onri^ king 
wins frater ejus apud Bemicios, ^ Oswinus filius Id. 64x. 
Osrici, *de quo superius dixi, apud Deiros, regnum J^!»^ 
occuparunt : quibus cum primo de provinciarum ^^' •**• 
divisione modeste convenisset, suspenso foedere, 
in sua pacifice discessum. Verum, non multo 
post, per homines, quibus nihil magis cordi erat 
quam discordias serere, pax incertis pactionibus 
saepe ludificata, ultimo penitus abrupta, in ventos 
abiit; facinus miserabile, fuisse qui reg^bus 'con- 
cordiam inviderent, nee abstinerent quin eos prae- 
lio, quantum in ipsis erat, committerent. Ibi 
tunc fortuna, multis antea illecebris Oswinum 
adulata, scorpiacea cauda persequebatur : nam- 
que, pro penuria exercitus bello abstinendum 
ratus, suburbanum rus clanculo concesserat. Death or 
statimque a suis proditus ^ab Oswio interemtus a!d!m'i. 



^ OswinuM,] C.D,L.M.i Ob- 
wiuft, A, E, 

' Deque superiuM dixi.'] § 40. 

' CMcofdtam.] E, ; after ' cxm- 



cordiam' A, S, C. D, L, M, read 
* 8odalitati8.' 

* Ab Oiwio interenUuM est,"] 
Oswine, king of Deira, was slain 
by Oswiii of Bemicia on the 90th 
of August, A.D. 661. 
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oflwlhpfo- 



A.D. 6M. 



Otwlftlra- 
cardforn- 

TlfkNL 



est; vir egregie factus ad emerendam g^tiam 
civium largitione peciinise, animse qnoque saas, 
at femnt, non negligens mentis devotione. Ita 
(kwtA^ Oswius, integri reg^i compos, nihil non postea 
molltus est quo existimationem suam purgaret, 
quo majestatem augeret, atrocis facti offensam 
probitate posteriorum virtutum imminuens, et 
primus quidem idemque amplissimus laadum 
ejus cumulus extat, quod fratrem et aYuncolum 
nobiliter ultus, ' Pendam regem Merciorum, illud 
vicinorum excidium, illud perduellionum semina- 
rium, exitio dedit ; ex quo tempore tam Merciis, 
quam omnibus pene Anglis, vel ipse praesedit, vel 
praesidentibus imperavit. Hinc totus ad officia 
pietatis conversus, ut Dei beneficiis in se con- 
fluentibus digna sedulitate responderet, 'Christi- 
anismi infantiam pro nece germani in regno suo 
palpitantem vivacitate regia erigere, et pleno 
spiritu animare, contendit; eandemque mox 
^doctrina Scottorum adultam, sed in multis ec- 
clesiasticis observationibus fluctuantem, primo 
per *Angilbertum et Wilfredum, postremo per 
Theodorum archiepiscopum, canonico statu in- 
formavit. ^De cujus in Angliam adventu prin- 
ceps Oswio debetur gratia, licet Egbertus rex 
Cantuariae pro jure provinciae multum illius de- 
libet glorias, quin et Deo famulantibus frequentla 
constituens habitacula: hujus quoque boni pa- 
triam non reliquit exanguem. Quorum praeci- 
puum monasterium, tunc foeminarum, nunc viro* 
rum, ab Eboraco triginta mlllibus in boreal! 



* Pendam regem Mercwrum , . . 
exitio deditS\ Penda of Mercia 
was vanquiBhed and slain by 
Owmii 15th Nov. A.D. 656. 
(Beda, Ub. iii. c. 24, § 221.) 

' Ckrigtianimni,'] E. ; Christi- 
ani cultus, A. C J^. L, M, 



' DoctrvM, Scottorum,'] See 
Beda, lib. in. c. 25. 

* AngUbertmn,] Bishop of Dor- 
chester. See note \ p. 42. 

' De a^U8 in Angliam adventu.] 
See antea, § 12, note ', p. 21. 
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parte situm, antiquo vocabulo Streneshalh, modo 
Witebi nuncupatur ; quod ab insignis religionis 
foemina ^ Hilda coeptum, ^ Ethelfleda ejusdem regis 
filia in regimine succedens magnis fiscalium opum 
molibus auxit, ubi et patri, 'post viginti octo 
annos regni defuncto, funera justa persolvit. 
lUud coenobium, sicut et omnia ejusdem regi- 
onis, tempore Danicae ^vastationis, quam dicemus 
inferius, deletum, multa sanctorum corpora per- 
didit; nam ^et beati Aidani episcopi, et Cheol- 
fridi abbatis, et sanctissimae ^viraginis Hildse, et 
aliorum plurimorum ossa, sicut in libro quem de 
antiquitate Glastoniensis ecclesise nuper edidi 
locutus sum, tunc Glastoniam translata, et alio- 
rum sanctorum alias nonnulla : nunc mutato no- 
mine, paululum pro tempore restauratum, anti- 
qu8e opulentisB vix tenue praesentat vestigium. 

§ 51. ^Oswio, cui duo erant filii, minor legitime E<»fiii$, 
susceptus, reprobato notbo, successit, Etbeldrithae 
uxoris sanctissimae mentis quam suis commen- 
datior; denique duabus omninorebus, ^quas qui- 
dem in gestis Anglorum legerim^ praedicandus^ 



' Hilda,] See antea, note ', p. 
60. 

' Ethelfleda .... funera Justa 
permUmt,] From this passage it 
might be inferred that Ethelfleda 
was abbess of Streaneshalch be- 
fore the death of Hilda, which 
took place in the year 680. 

' Post vif^inti oeto annos reg- 
ni dtfuncto,] Oswitk died on the 
16th February, A.D. 670. 

* Vastaiionis.] A. D, E. L. M. ; 
infestationis, 8, C, 

* Et beati locutus sumJ] 

D, E, M, The whole passage is 
omitted in A, S, C. L, with the 
exception of these words, *• et 
sanctissimae yiraginis Hilde et 
alionun plurimorum oAsa.' 



• Yiraginis.] A, S. C. E. L, ; 
virginis, D. M, 

^ OswiOf cui duo erant filii.] 
Oswitk left a legitimate son, Ecg- 
firiiS, and an illegitimate one 
named AlhfriiS, who were suc- 
cessively kings of Northumbria. 

* Quas quidem in gestis Anglo- 
rum legerimJ] The two facts 
here alluded to by Malmesbury 
are not to be found in any author 
now extant, to whom the work 
cited can be referred, unless it 
be Beda. EcgfriiS's permission 
to his queen to take the veil ia 
alluded to by that writer (lib. nr. 
c. 19, § 310), and Cuthbert's 
promotion to a bishoprick during 
this reign is also casually men- 
tioned, § S40. 
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A.D. 684. 



A.D. 679. 



vel quod dominse vacare volenti serenus indul- 
serit, vel quod beatum Cuthbertum lachrjnnis 
relig^osa assentatione profbsis in episcopatnm 
promoverit. Cseterom, horret animus meminisse 
impietatis quam in beatissimum ^Wilfridom 
grassatus evomuit, quando, bonitatis illius nan- 
seam concipiens, patriam clarissimo lumine vidn- 
avit. Idem in supplices protervus, quo morbo 
nullum tyrannorum carere videas, 'Hibemienses, 
genus sane hominum innocens et gr^nuina simpli- 
citate nihil unquam mali moliens^ vasta clade 
protrivit. At, contra, in rebelles ignavus, tri- 
nmphosque patris eludens, imperium Merciomm 
amisit, quin et ab eorum rege Ethelredo filio 
Pendae in ^pugna fugatus ^fratrem quoque amisit. 
Veruntamen hsec postrema juventutis lubrico, in 
Wilfridum vero commissa episcoporum et 'axons 
consilio, Veritas rerum assig^nari jubet, prsesertim 
cum Beda, adulari nescius, eum *in libro de vita 
abbatum suorum piissimum et Deo dilectissimum 



> WHfridmrn,^ WUfiri« was or- 
dained bishop of York A.D. 665, 
and expelled from his bishoprick 
in 677 ; he returned to Elngland 
in 679, and was again expelled 
in 681 . He was recalled to Nor- 
thumberland in 687. In 602 he 
was again expelled, and retired 
to Aethilred of Mercia, in which 
year he administered to the va- 
cant see of Lichfield. He was 
expelled again in 703 ; and in the 
following year, his cause being 
decided in his favour at Rome, 
he returned to England. He 
died A.D. 709. His life has been 
written by Heddius,and is print- 
ed in Gale, vol. in. See also 
Be<]a, lib. v. c. 19. 

' Hibemienaet,'] Consult Beda, 
lib. IV. c. 26, and Sax. Chron. 
A.D. 684. See also Ogygia, p. 



2S0, where the time and place of 
the invasion are specified. 

» PugfuL] D. E. M. ; bello, 
A. S, C. ; fugfif L, 

^ Fratrem quopie oaujt^.] Amio 
regni Ecgfridi nono, cooaerto 
gravi praelio inter ipsom et Ae- 
dilredum regem Mercionmi Joxta 
fluvium Treanta, occisos est Aelf- 
uini frater reg^ Ecgfridi, jurenia 
circiter decem et octo annonim, 
utrique provinciae multom ama- 
bilis. Beda, lib. iv. c. 21. Sax. 
Chron. A.D. 679. 

' Uxoris consilio.'] Irmenburg, 
the second wife of Ecgfri^, is the 
person here alluded to ; his first 
wife, Etheldritha, was divorced 
from him, and beoune a nun. 

' In libro de vita abbtiwjmj] 
This work has been edited by 
Dr. Smith. Folio, 1722. 
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Yocet. Postremo, quintodecimo regni anno, ex- 
peditionem in Pictos agens, cum illis in monies 
abditos consulto cedentibus peryicaciter instaret. Death of 
^cum omnibus fere copiis interiit: pauci fiig^fl5?6M. 
lapsi rem domi nunciarunt; quamvis divinos 
Cuthbertus, pro futurorom conscientia, et iturum 
retinere temptaverit, et ipsa bora occisionis spiri- 
tum e coelo sibi influentem hauriens, interfectum 
absens non tacuerit. 

§ 52. Egfridi necem cum insig^ior ubique Aihfri^, 
fama loqueretur, etiam ad fratris Alfridi aures^^'***' 
'^anxia prsecipiti pervenit epistola penna/ Is 
quia nothus, ut 'diximus, erat, factione optima- 
tum, quamvis senior, regno indignus sestimatus, in 
Hibemiam, sen vi seu indignatione, secesserat. 
Ibiy et odio germani tutus, et magno otio Uteris 
imbutus, omni philosophia composuerat animum* 
Quocirca, imperii habenis habiliorem sestiman* 
tes, qui quondam expnierant ultro expetiverunt ; 
necessitas medelam ad preces refudit. Nee eos 
ille sua spe frustratus est: ^nam per decern et 
novem annos summa pace et gaudio provincise 
prsefuit ; nihil unquam, prseter in persecution^ 
magni Wilfridi, quod livor edax dig^ne carpere 
posset, admittens. Non tamen iisdem terminis 
quibus pater et frater reg^num tenuit; quod Picti, 
recenti victoria insolenter abusi, Anglosque long^ 
pace ignaviores aggressi, fines eorum ab aquilone 
decurtaverant. 



' Cmn ommibui fere eopiU in- 
teriit,'] Ecgfiri^ was slain on the 
80th May, A.D. 685. See Beda, 
lib. IV. c. 20. Sax. Ghron. A.D. 
686. 

' Anxia peima.'] Anxia 

pnecipiti venisset epistola pin- 
na. Jayenal. Sat iv. lib. i. lin. 
149, 



* Diximus.'] G. D.E.M. ; dixi, 
A, S, Jj, 

^ Nam per decern et novem annoM 
.... prt^uit,"] AlhfriiS died at 
Driffield on the 16th May, A.D. 
705. Beda (Ub. v. c. 18) writes, 
* Anno Dominicas incamationis 
Docv. Alhfrid rex Nordanhym- 
bronim defunctus est, anno regni 
sui yicesimo necdum impleto.' 
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Otracd, 
A.D. 70S. 



CoSBfMf 

A.D. 71C 

Otrk, 
A.a 718. 



C«Ahralf, 
A.D. 7S9. 



§ 53. ' Habuit successorem filium Osredam, octo 
annorum puerum, qui annis undecim reg^am 
inumbrans, turpemque Titam sanctimonialium 
stupris exagitans, tandem cog^natorum insidiis 
cae^sus, eandem fortunam in ipsos refudit. Siqui* 
dem 'Kenred duobus, et ^Osricus undecim annis 
regnantes, hoc tantum memorabile habnere, quod 
domini sui, licet merito, ut putabant, occisi, san- 
giiinem luentes, fcedo exitu auras poUuere. Me- 
ruit sane quo laetior abiret Osricus, multumque, ut 
gentilis ait, * aliis jactantior umbris/ quod ^Chel- 
wulfum Kenredi fratrem vivens sibi successorem 
adoptavcrat. Conscendit ig^tur tremulum regni 
culmen Chclwulfus ab Ida Septimus, et idonens 
ad csetera, et cui non deerat literarum peritia 
acri animo et alacri studio comparata. Vadatur 
sermonis mei veritatem Beda, qui eo tempore, 
quo maxime scaturiebat literatis Britannia, huic 
potissimum ^Anglorum historiam elimandam ob- 
tulit, cligens nimirum in illo auctoritatem bene 
dicta roborandi propter imperium et scientiam, 
perperam dicta emendandi propter ingenium. 



Th« Vene- 
rable Btda. 



DE BEDA. 



§ 54. ^Cujus anno quarto idem historicus, post 
multos in sancta ecclesia libros elaboratos, coeles- 



' Habuit §ucces$oremJUium Ob- 
redum,'] This statement agrees 
with Beda's in lib. v. c. 18 ; but 
Heddius (in Vita S.Vilfridi) writes 
that the throne had been occupied 
for two months by Eladuulf be- 
fore Osraed ascended it. He 
was slain in the year 71G. 

' Kenred,'] Coenred was the 
son of Cuthwin. 

' Osricus tnu/edm.] Osric died 
on the 9th of May, A.D. 729. 
(Beda, lib. v. c. 23.) He was a 
son of AlhfiriiS. 



^ Chelumywm . . . oiloptewril.] 
According to Beda, (lib. ? . c. tt,) 
Cedluulf ascended the- throne in 
729 ; but according to the Sftzod 
Chronicle in 731, and aooording 
to Matth. Westm. in 730. 

* AnglontM Aifiof-Migi.] Histo- 
ria Elcclesiastica Gentis Anglo- 
rum. 

^ CujuM anno quarto,'] In a hand 
contemporary with the MS., L. 
reads as a note, ' Anno quarto 
Ccluulfi Anglorum regis, ab Ina 
septimi, yenerabiUi Beda praiby^ 
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tern patriam, quam diu suspiraverat, ingressus est, 

anno Dominicas incamationis 'septingcntesimo tri- 

cesimo quarto, 'aetatis suae quinquagcsimo nono; 

vir quern mirari facilius quam digne praedicare 

possis, quod *in extremo natus orbis angulo, doc- 

trinae corusco, terras omnes perstrinxerit, nam 

et Britannia, quae a quibusdam alter orbis ap- 

pellatur, quod oceano interfusa non multis cos- 

mographis comperta est, habet in remotissima 

sui plaga locum nativitatis et educationis ejus, 

Scotiae propinquum. Plaga olim et suave ha- 

lantibus monasteriorum floribus dulcis, et urbi- 

um a Romanis sedificatarum frequentia renidens ; 

nunc *vel antiquo Danorum, vel recenti North- 

mannorum populatu lugubris, nihil quod animos 

multum alliciat praetendit. Ibi est Wira, nee 

egenae latitudinis, nee segnis gurgitis amnis, 

qui pelago influus naves serena invectas aura, 

placido ostii excipit gremio. Cujus utrasque 

ripas 'Benedictus quidam ecclesiis insignivit, et 



ter, post multOB.' Cedlaulf as- 
cended the throne on the 9th May 
729, and Beda died 26th May 
785 ; consequently his death must 
have taken place in the seventh 
year of the reign of that monarch. 

' Septingenteaimo tricesimo 
quarto.'] See the last note. 

' JEtatis sua quinquageaimo no- 
no,] Beda was bom in the year 
674, and died in 735 ; consequent- 
ly he must have been in his sixty- 
first year. It would seem that 
he had completed his Historia 
Ecclesiastica in the fifty-ninth 
year of his age, for he states that 
* from the time of receiving the 
priesthood till the fifty-ninth year 
of my age, I have been employed 
for the benefit of myself and my 
friends in making these extracts,' 
&c. 

' in extremo mtttu orbismnfnilo,] 



The Venerable Beda was bom in 
the district which then belonged 
to the Benedictine monasteries 
of Wearmouth and Jarrow, now 
forming part of the county of 
Durham. See Mr. Stevenson's 
Introduction to the Historia Ec- 
clesiastica, p. vii. 

^ Vel antiquo Danorum, vel recen- 
ti Northmannorum,] The devas- 
tations of the Danes commenced in 
793, and were subsequently car- 
ried to a great extent during the 
reigns of Alfred and Ethelred. 
In the year 1069 the whole region 
was laid waste by the Conqueror. 

* Benedictus,] Benedict, sur- 
named Biscop : he came to Eng- 
land with Archbishop Theodore, 
and was by him made abbot of the 
monastery of St. Augustine, Can- 
terbury, which he soon resigned, 
and went back to Rome. On his 
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' monasteria ibidem constmxit, alteram Petri, al- 
teram Pauli nomine^ caritatis et regolse nnione 
Don discrepantia. Hujos indostriam et patien- 
tiam mirabitur qui leget 'libram quem Beda 
composoit de yita ejas et reliquorom abbatom 
suorum. Indostriam, quod copiam libroram 
adTexerit, qaod artifices lapidearam sediom et 
vitrearam fenestraram primus omnium Angliam 
asci verity totum pene 'aevum transigendo pere- 
g^natus ; quippe studio advehendi Gog^atis 
aliquod insolitum amor patriae et voluptas ele- 
gantish asperos fallebant labores: neque enim 
ante Benedictum lapidei tabulatus domus in 
Britannia nisi perraro yidebantur, neque per- 
spicuitate yitri penetrata lucem aedibus Solaris 
jaciebat radius. Patientiam, quod in possessione 
coenobii sancti Augustini apud Cantuariam li- 
benter venienti ^Adriano cesserit, non reveritos 
beati Theodori archiepiscopi supercilium, sed 
Teneratus magisterium. Quod, dum per alienas 
terras cursitat diu absens, subintroductum a 
monachis Wirensibus, se inconsulto, abbatem 
acquanimiter, immo magnanimiter, tulerit, do- 
mumque reversus parilem illi bonorem in con- 
sessu in omni porro potestate communicaverit 
Quin et ictus paralysi tarn valide ut nihil artuum 
ei esset flexibile, tertium constituent, quod alter, 
de quo diximus, eadem non mitius decoqueretur 
valetudine. Cumque morbus increscens jam 



return to England he obtained a 
considerable quantity of land near 
the mouth of the Wear, where he 
built the two monasteries of which 
he was abbot. He died 12th 
January 690. 

> Moiuuteria ibidem construxii,'] 
The monasteries of Wearmouth 
and J arrow. 

' Librum quem Beda compaauit 
de vita ^tu et reliquorum abbatum 



nconcm.] Beda wrote the lives of 
Benedict Biscop and his succes- 
sors, Ceolfrith and Huaetberht, 
abbots of Wearmouth and Jar- 
row, in two books ; published by 
Sir James Ware in 1664, and by 
Dr. Smith in 1722. 

' Mtmm,'] E, ; after * seTum/ 
A,S, C. D. L, M, read < talia.' 

* Adriano.] See antea, note % 
p. 21. 
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qnateret vitalia, socio ad se delato solo nutu 
valedixit. Sed nee ille praestantias valuit re- 
pendere officium, utpote qui propinquiorem ten- 
debat ad exitamy nam ante Benedictum defonctus 
est. Successit Chelfridus, sub quo res monas- a.d. eoo. 
terii in immensum auctas. Is^ cum diutumo senio 
Vivendi renunciasset desiderio, Romam ire per* 
rexity senilem animam, ut sperabat, dominis effu- 
surus apostolis; sed, enim voti effectu carens, 
naturae debitum ^apud Lingonis civitatem iniit a.d.7i<j. 
Reliquiae ossium posterioribus annis ad monas- 
terium suum, deinde Danicae tempore /vasta- 
tionis, cum ossibus beatae Hildas Glastoniam 
portatae. Horum abbatum gratiam, quae per 
se satis eminet, conspicuus alumnus eorum Beda 
in splendidiorem excellentiam urget, siquidem 
scriptum sit/ 'Gloria patris, filius sapiens;' quod 
alter eom monachaverit, alter ^educaverit. Quod 
quia ipse Beda pro compendio notitias subjecit, 
omnem vitam snam 'quodam epilogo compre- 
hendens, ipsius verba lector 'recognoscere licebit, 
ne meis sermonibus, vel plus vel minus, ipsa 
novae formae procudat necessitas. Ait ergo 'in 
fine Ecclesiastical Anglorum Historiae, vir tum 
in caeteris tum in hoc laudabilis, quod vel quan* 
tulamcmiqae 8ui cogmitionem posteritati non m- 
viderit : 

§ 35. ' Haec de bistoria Britanniarum, Domino b«<u*i ae- 

eount of 
himseir. 



^ Apud LingomU ewitaiemJ] 
Langres, in the department of 
Upper Mame, the capital of Bas- 
ngny-Fran^oui. 

* VoMtatumU.'] A. S. D. E. L. 
M, ; infestationis «e2 nurtationis, 
C. 

' Gloria pairis, JUiui gapiens.'] 
FiliuB sapiens letificat patrem. 
Prov. X. I ; Kv. 20. 

* Eduanerit.] C. D. £. L, M. ; 
eum educaverit, A. S, 



* QuodmnJ] C. D, E, L, M, ; 
brevi, A, S, 

' Recogno$eere,'\ D. M, ; re- 
cogpioscat, A. S, C, L,; recog- 
noscit, E, 

^ In fine EcdesuuHem AngUh- 
mm Historic,'] Lib. t. c. 24, 
§ 453. Edit. Engl. HisU Soc. 
There are a few verbal Tariations 
between the text of Malmesbury 
and Beda. 

o2 
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adjuvante, digessi Beda, famulus Christi et pres- 
byter monasterii ^ apostolorum Petri et Pauli 
quod est ad 'Wiremuderan: qui, natus in terri- 
torio ejusdem monasterii^ cum essem annomm 
septem, cura propinquorum datus sum educan* 
dus reverentissimo abbati Beuedicto, ac deinde 
Chelfrido; ^cunctumque ex eo tempus yitae in 
ejusdem monasterii babitatione peragens, omnem 
meditandis scripturis operam dedi, atque inter ob- 
servantiam disciplince regularis, et quotidianam 
cantandi in ecclesia curam, semper aut discere, 
aut docere, aut scribere, dulce habui. Nono- 
decimo autem vitse mese anno diaconatum, tri- 
cesimo gradum presbyteratus, utrumque per 
ministerium reverent issimi ^episcopi Johannis, 
jubente Chelfrido abbate, suscepi ; ex quo tem- 
pore accepti presbyteratus^ usque ad annum 
aetatis mece quinquagesimum nonum, mese meo- 
rumque necessitati ex opusculis venerabilium 
patrum breviter hsec annotare, sive etiam ad 
formam sensus, et interpretationis eorum, adjicere 
curavi.' 

§ 56. Deinde enumeratis triginta sex volu- 
minibus quae in septuaginta octo libris edidit, 
addidit : ' Teque deprecor, bone Jesu, ut cui pro- 
pitius donasti ^ verba tuae scientiae dulciter haurire, 
dones etiam benignus aliquando ad tefontem omnis 
scientiae pervenire, et ^parere semper ante faci- 
em tuam. ^Prasterea omnes ad quos ha^ historia 



' Apastolorum,'] D, E, M, ; be- 
atonim apostolonim, A, S, C, L. 

• Wiremuderan,'] E, ; Wire- 
mudan, A. S.L,; Wlremundam, 
C; Wirmuodisam, D, M, 

' CunctMrnqueJ] A, 8, C. L. ; 
cumque, E, ; totumque, D. M. 

^ Epigcopi Johtmnis,'] John of 
Beverley, bishop of Hexham in 
G86. He was made bishop of 



York A.D. 705, and died Tth 
May, in the year 728. 

* Verba."] A.S.D.E,L, ; dona, C. 

• Parere.] S. C. D. E. ; placere, 
A.L, 

7 Pnrterea . . . imveniam,] This 
paragraph is not placed at the 
end of the history, but is made 
to conclude the prologue in the 
printed copy of Beda. 
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pervenire potuerit nostras nationis^ legentes sive 
audienteSy suppliciter ^precor, ut pro meis infir- 
mitatibus et mentis et corporis apud supemam 
clementiam saepius intervenire memincrint^ et 
banc mibi in suis quique provinciis suae remune- 
rationis vicem rependant, ut qui de singulis pro- 
vinciis^ sive locis sublimioribus^ quae memoratu 
digna atque incolis grata credideram diligenter 
annotare curavi, apud omnes fructum piae inter- 
cessionis inveniam/ 

§57. Deficit bic infirenium. succumbit elo-B^ incited 

(J to RoniCt 

quium, ^nesciens quid plus laudem, librorum a.d. roi. 
numerositatem, an sermonum sobrietatem: in- 
fuderat cum proculdubio non indigno haustu 
divina sapientia^ ut angusto vitas spatiolo tanta 
elaboraret volumina. Quid? quod ferunt eum 
Romam ivisse, ut libros suos vel ecclesiastical 
doctrinae convenire pra&sens assereret, vel, si 
resultarent, apostolico nutu corriperet. ' Verun- 



» Prwor.] A, 8. D. E. L. ; de- 
precor, C. 

^ Nesciefu,"] D.E, ; nescientifl, 
jLm S, C. Ij, 

' Venintamen quod Roma fuerit 
ooUde nam aj/irmo.'] From what is 
here stated, the tradition that 
Beda visited Rome met probably 
with supporters in Malmesburjr's 
time, though he does not seem to 
attach great weight to it. The 
letter of Pope Sergius, however, 
affords the strongest presumption 
that Beda was invited over ; and 
the argument of the learned Wil- 
kins assigns a probable reason 
why the journey was not under- 
taken : he thinks that the letter 
was written in the last year of 
the pontificate of Sergius, (A.D. 
701,) and conjectures that the 
subsequent arrival of messengers 
in England with tidings of the 
pontiff's decease occasioned Beda 



to relinquish his purposed jour- 
ney. An opinion, however, has 
been lately expressed that * the 
story of Beda's summons to Rome 
is founded upon an error commit- 
ted by Malmesbury, who, having 
met with a letter in which Pope 
Sergius requested Ceolfrith, abbot 
of Jarrow, to send one of his monks 
to Rome, concluded that Beda 
was that individual, and most 
unjustifiably inserted his name 
therein.* In support of this charge 
it has been alleged that there is 
still extant (of an earlier date 
than Malmesbury's work) a copy 
of this letter, (Tiberius, A. xv.) 
in which the passage relating to 
Beda does not occur. In answer 
to this it may be urged, that 
Ussher, who had seen and copied 
the letter from the MS. above 
alluded to, arrives at no such 
conclusion. He had, moreover. 
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tamen quod Romas fuerit 8olide non affirmo, 
sed earn illuc invitatum baud dubie pronnncio ; 
quod beec epistola clamm faciet, «mal et quanti 
pendent eum Romana ^sedes ut earn taatopere 
desideraret. 
po|M 8«r- § 58. ' Sergius episcopus, servuB senromm Dei, 
tocJI>ifri£. Cbeolfrido relig^oso 'abbati, 'salutem. Quibus 
verbis ac modis clementiam Dei nostri, atque 
^inenarrabilem providentiam possumus ejBTari, et 
dig^as gratiarum actiones pro immensis circa 
nos ejus beneficiis persolvere, qui in tenebris 
et umbra mortis positos ad lumen scientise per- 
ducit !' Et infra : ^ Benedictionis interea g^tiam, 
quam nobis per prsesentem portitorem tua misit 
devota relig^o, libenti et hilari animo, sicuti ab 
ea directa est^ nos suscepisse 'cognosce. Oppor- 
tunis 'ergo ac dig^nis amplectendse solicitudinis 
tuae petitionibus arctissima devotione faventes. 



in his posseMion an ancient MS. 
containing the letter entire, from 
which Malmesbury gives but ex- 
tracts ; and therein Beda's name 
does occur, though he is not de- 
scribed as presbyter. The only 
inference drawn by Ussher is, 
that the omission of Beda's de- 
scription is not without reason, 
inasmuch as he had not at that 
time been ordained priest. Be- 
fore it can be admitted as a 
just inference that Malmesbury 
interpolated the passage in ques- 
tion, it must be shown that Ti- 
berius A. XV. was the identi- 
cal copy of the letter he used ; a 
conclusion which cannot be fairly 
drawn, as it is incredible but that 
other copies of the letter must have 
been extant when he wrote : and 
it ought rather to be contended 
that the one he saw must have 
contained the passage in dispute ; 
for Malmesbury (whose great in- 



tegrity is admitted byaDwritiers) 
several times expresaly dedans 
that he declined inserting any- 
thing in his history for wlUch he 
had not the best authority. More- 
over, had he been guilty of the 
interpolation attributed to him, it 
is improbable that he would have 
used language so candid as that 
he has employed. 

' Sede9,} A. P. £• JL. ; ciiria» 
SO 

^AbbaHJ] Tiberius, A. xr. 
reads, after * abbati,' * presby- 
teroque.* 

^Salutem.] Tiberius, A. xr. 
after * salutem,' reads ' optat.' 

* Inenwrrabilem.^ A. S. D, £. 
L. ; memorabilem, C. 

* Coptosce."] Here is an omis- 
sion of several lines which occur 
in Tiberius, A. xv. 

' Ergo has been interiined in 
Tiberius, A. xv. in a modem 
hand. 
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hortamur Deo dilectam ^religpiositatis tuse 'boni- 
tatem^ ut, quia exoitis quibusdam ecclesiasti- 
carum cansamm capitulis, non^sineexaminationc 
longius innotescendis, opus nobis sunt ad ^con- 
ferendum arte literaturse imbuti, sicut decet 
devotum anxiliatorem sanctaD matris universalis 
ecclesise, obedientem devotionem 'huic nostrse 
hortationi non desistas accommodare^ sed absque 
aliqua immoratione religiosum ^Dei famulum 
^Bedaniy venerabilis monasterii tui ^presbjrterum, 
ad 'Umina apostolorum principum dominorum 
meorum Petri et Pauli^ amatomm tuorum ac 
protectorum, ad nostras mediocritatis conspectum 
non moreris dirigere, quern, favente Domino 
Sanctis tuis precibus, non diffidas prospere ad 
te redire, peracta praBmissorum capitulorum cum 
auxilio Dei desiderata solennitate. Erit '^enim, ut 
confidimus^ etiam cunctis tibi creditis profiiturum 
quicquid ecclesiae "generali clamerit ^'per ejus 
preestantiam impertitum/ 



' Religiantatia hia baiutaUKt,'] 
Tiberius, A. xr. reads * bonita- 
ti« tue religioBitatem.' 

' Bcniiaiem,] A. S, D. E. L.; 
benivolentiam, C. 

' Sine,'] 8. C. D. M. ; sni, A, 
E.L. 

* Coi^erendum arte,'] A, D, E. 
L,; conferendam artem, C. ; con- 
fiBrendnm artis literatara, Tiberi- 

UBy A. XT. 

' Huic,] A, D, E, L,\ hone, 
Tiberius, A. xv. 

* Dei fiamduM Bedam^ vene- 
rabUis monoiterii tui presbyte- 

I.] In the Cotton MS. (Tiberi- 



us, A. XV. fol. 6) the passage 
occurs thus : ' Dei fiunulum N. 
renerabilis tui monasterii.* These 
words have been read incorrectly, 
as it seems, ' Dei nostri fiunulum.' 
From the fact of the letter N. 
being found in the Cotton MS. for 
the name of the person summoned 



to Rome, it might be inferred 
that, in the transcript firom which 
the vrriter copied, the name had 
been accidentally omitted, and 
that the passage was not clear : — 
some word appears wanting to 
complete the construction of the 
sentence as it stands in Tib. A. xv. 

'f Bedam,] In the margin of 
Tiberius, A. xv. there is written, 
by a comparatively modem hand, 
* Beda ad Romam vocatur.' 

* Preth^erum,] Interlined in 
Tiberius, A. xv. by a modem 
hand, and crossed out. 

' Ltnttfia.] Veneranda limina, 
Tiberius, A. xv. 

*o Enim,] Omitted in Tiberius, 
A. XV. 

" GenenUi,] After ' general!,' 
Tiberius, A. xv. reads ' devoto 
&cto collegio.' 

1' Per ^frtettmUioM.] Pne- 
stantissime, "nberius, A. xv. 
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Areoiint of 
Beda re- 
sumed. 



§ 50. Ita ^ jam Celebris erat fiuna, ut in qnaes- 
tionibus enodandis indigeret eo sublimitas Ro- 
mana, nee vero unquam Gallicannjs tumor in- 
venit in Anglo, quod argueret merito. Adeo 
Latinitas omnis ejus fidei et magisterio palmam 
dedit. Nam et iSdei sanse et incuriosse, sed 
dulcis fuit eloquentiae, in omnibus explanationi- 
bus divinarum scripturarum magis ilia rimatus 
quibus lector Dei dilectionem et proximi cobi- 
beret, quam ilia quibus vel sales libaret vel 
linguse rubiginem limaret. Porro de vitae illius 
saiictitate dubitare quenquam arcet illius dicti 
irrefragabilis Veritas quod protulit mundo 'div« 
Sophia) majestasy ^ ^In malivolam animam non in- 
troibit sapientia, nee inhabitabit in corpore sub- 
dito peccatis :' quod de mundana sapientia pro- 
fecto non dicit, quae indifferenter hominum cor- 
dibus illabitur, et qua creberrime pessimi, nuUas- 
que ad extremum diem ponentes metas sceleiibuSy 
pollere conspiciuntur, juxta illud Dominicum, 

* ^ Filii hujus seculi prudentiores filiis lucis in gene^ 
ratione sua sunt ;' sed illam sapientiam 'nominat 
quae disciplinae effugit fictum, et quae separat se a 
cogitationibus quae sunt sine intellectu, intellectu 
dico bene vivendi et bene dicendi : unde pulcher- 
rime Seneca, in libro ^ De Causis, commemorat 
Catonem, oratoris officium definientem, dixisse, 

* Orator est vir bonus, dicendi peritus.' Emun- 
dabat ergo ecclesiasticus orator prius conscien- 
tiam,ut sic accederet ad ^recludendam mysticorum 
scriptorum intelligentiam. Qui enim fieri potest 



' Jam,] A, D, E. L, ; tarn, C. 

3 Dttw.] A, S. C. E, L. ; di- 
▼inm, D, M, 

' In malivolam .... peccatia,'] 
Book of Wisdom i. 4. 

* Filii Aif/iM seculi . . . genera" 
tione sua sunt,] Luke xvi. 8. 



* NomhuU.'] 8. C. D.E.; no- 
minavit, L, 

* De Causis,'] Seneca^ Cootro- 
Ten. lib. i. 

7 Recludendam,] A, S.E. L.; 
enucleandam, D, M, 
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ut serviret vitiis qui medullas intimas hanriret^ Aeeonntor 
qui totas cogitationes consumeret, in Scripturarum 
expositionibus ? Nam, ut ipse fatetur Mn libro 
tertio super Samuelem, expositiones auad, si non 
aliud afferrent lectoribus emolumentum, hoc sibi 
non mediocriter valerent, quod, dum hsec omni 
studio agebat, lubricum seculi et inanes cogita- 
tiones post tergum ponebat : defsecatus itaque vi- 
tiis subibat in interiora velaminis ; quse intus ex- 
ceperat animo, foras efferens sermone castigato. 

§ 60. Veruntamen animi ejus pura sanctitas, 
et sancta puritas, magis 'tempore obitus 'excel- 
lunt ; siquidem continuis septem ebdomadibus 
stomachi indignatione cibos nauseans, segroque 
et angusto suspirio halitum producens adeo ut 
eum incommoditas lecto prosterneret, non tamen 
literalium studiorum rejecit operam. Totis enim 
diebus, prseter debitum psalmodiae pensum, as- 
siduis ad discipulos lectionibus, ruminandisque 
et absolvendis quaestionum difficultatibus, gra- 
vedinem valetudinis decipere, suspensa interim 
cogitatione, nitebatur. Evangelium quoque Jo- 
hannis, quod difficnltate sui mentes legentium 
exercet, bis diebus, lingua interpretatus Anglica, 
condescendit minus imbutis Latina: subindeque 
monebat discipulos, dicens, ^ Discite, filioli, dum 
vobiscum sum ; nescio enim quamdiu subsistam, 
et si post modicum tollat me Factor mens, et 
revertatur spiritus mens ad eum qui misit ilium, 
et in banc vitam venire concessit ; diu vixi, bene 
consuluit mihi Dominus mens in hoc vitas spatio : 
cupio jam dissolvi et esse cum Christo.' 



^ In libro tertio super Samu* 
ekmJ] The sentiment is expressed 
in the prologue to the first book, 
' Expositionis AUegoricas in Sa- 
muelem prophetam/ p. kOS, torn, 
iii.-iv. Bedae Op. Bas. 1563. 



' Tempore.] D, £. M. ; proxi- 
mo tempore, A, C. L.; primo 
tempore, S. 

* ExceUtmt.] C. P. E.; excel- 
luit, A.S.L. 
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§61. Plenimqne spe metaqae libratjs, com 
neatrum prseponderarety inferebat, * ^HorreBdam 
estincidereinmanusDeiyiTentis/ ^ Non ita inter 
vos vixi ut pudeat me vivere, sed nee mori timeo, 
quia bonum Dominum habemns ;' sanctissimi Am- 
brosii morientis dictum 'mutnatns. Felix qui 
tarn secura loquebatnr conscientia» ut nee yivere 
embesceret^ nee mori metueret ; hie non rereritus 
aspectus hominum^ illic occultum Dei aeqna- 
nimiter expectans arbitrium. Scepe, vi doloris 
pressusy his exemplis respirabat : * Aurum probat 
fomax, et yirum justum caminus temptationis/ 
* ^Non sunt condignee passiones hujus temporis 
ad futuram gloriam quae revelabitur in nobis.' 
Prosequebantur dicta lachrymse, suspiriorumque 
difficultas. Jam vero noctibus^ quia deerant qui 
docerentur vel verba exciperent, lucubrabat ipse 
sibi pemox in gratiarum actione et psalmonun 
cantu, implens sapientissimi viri dictum, ut^nun- 
quam minus solus esset quam cum solus esseti 
Si quando vero sopor irreperet palpebris, qui 
erat modicus et gravis^ confestim excussus tnr- 
batusque affectum Deo semper intentum hac voce 
prodebat : * ^Suscipe, Domine, servum tuum *in bo- 
num ; non calumnientur me superbi \* ' 'fac cum 
servo tuo secundum misericordiam tuam.' Hcec 
et alia ex reliquiis memoriae praeteritae ultro on 
occurrebant exempla, quae promebat per tern- 
pomm intervalla, prout leniebatur infesti mor- 
bi angustia. Feria vero tertia ante Ascensio- 
nem Domini, invalescente ad extremum incom- 



^ Uorrendum vwentisJ] 

Hebrews x. 31. 

*Mutwahu.] CD.E.; imi- 
tatus, A. S, L, 

* Non tmU ... in nobis.l Ro- 
mans VIII. 18. 

^ Nunquam mt'iiiM so/im.] Scipio 
Africanus was accustomed to say, 
' se nimquam minus otiosum esse, 



quam cum otiosus; nee miniis 
solum, quam cum solus estet.' 
Cicero de OfSc. lib. iii. c. 1. 

* SuBcipe . . . sttperbL] Psalm 
cxix. 122. 

' In froMiMi.] D,E.; in boooy 
C. ; omitted in A, S, L, 

' Fac . . . eiuMi.] Psalm cxix. 
194. 
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modOy modiciis tumor in pedibus appamity baud ^^^^^ 
dubius vicinse mortis pradsagus et index. Tunc, 
accita congregatione, inunctus et communicatns : 
osculo cunctis libato, fiitaram soi memoriam a 
singulis implorans, nonnullis etiam familiariorem 
amicitiam emeritis xeniola, quae in secretis habe- 
baty largitus est. Die vero Ascensionis^ cum jam 
anima^ fragilem usum corporis exosa, egredique 
gestiens palpitaret, contra oratorium in quo con- 
sueverat orare, cilicio subjecto^ decumbens, illi- 
bato sensu et hilari yultu Spiritus Sancti gra- 
tiam invitabat, dicens, ^O Rex glorise, Domine 
yirtutum, qui triumphator hodie super omnes 
coelos ascendisti, ne derelinquas nos orphanos, 
sed mitte promissum Patris in nos Spiritum ve- 
ritatis:' hac oratione finita ^supremum efflayit; 
subsequente et omnium naribus 'expletis odore, 
qualem nee cinnama nee balsama spirant, sed 
paradisiaco, et quem vemalis ubicunque locorum 
exalat laetitia. Humatus est tunc in eodem mo- 
nasterio, ^sed modo cum beato Cuthberto Du- 
nelmi situm fama confirmat. 

§ 62. Sepulta est cum eo gestorum omnis pene 
notitia usque ad nostra tempora. Adeo nullus 
Anglomm stndiorum ejus semulus, nullus glori- 
arum ejus sequax fuit, qtu omissse monetae lineam 
persequeretur : pauci quos asquus amavit Jesus, 
quamvis Uteris non ig^obiliter informati, tota 
yita ingratum consumpserunt silentium ; alii, yix 
primis ^labris illas g^tantes, ignavum confoverunt 
otium. Ita cum semper pigro succederet pigrior, 

> Supremmn efflavU,"] A letter i ' Sed modo . . .fama confirmai,'] 
descriptive of the last moments Aelfrid, a priest, is reported to 
of Beda, written by one of his 
pupils present at the historian's 
death, is printed in Mr. Steven- 
son's Introduction to Beda, His- 
toria Ecclesiastica. 

* ExpUtisJ] D. E. M. ; op- 
pletis, A, S, C, L, 



have stolen Beda's bones from 
Jarrow, and deposited them in 
the cathedral church of Durham, 
in the early part of the eleventh 
century. 

* Labris,'] A. S. C. L. ; Ubris, 
D. E. M, 
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Aceoontor multo tempore in tota insula stadiomm detepnit 
fervor. Magnum ignavise testimonium dabunt 
versus epitaphii, pudendi prorsus, et tanti viri 
mausoleo indigni : 

' Presbyter hie Beda requiescit, came sepultus : 
Dona, Christe, animam in ccelis g^udere per 

sevxim ; 
Daque 4llum sophise debriari fonte, cui jam 
Suspiravit ovans, intento semper amore/ 

§ 63. Poteritne ulla excusatione hie pudor 
exteuuari, ut nee in eo monasterio, ubi illo 
vivente totius literatura^ exultabat g^ymnasium, 
potuerit inveniri homo qui memoriam ejus for- 
maret nisi exili et miserabili stilo ? Sed de hoc 
satis dictum : nunc quod in manibus erat repe- 
tam. 

§ &I. ChelwulfuSy citra gravitatem Christianam 
aestimans terrenis negotiis immori, post octo 
annos regni regem exuens, in Lindisfamensi 
ecclesia 'monachatum accepit: quo loci quanta 
meritorum gratia conversatus sit, testatur Cele- 
bris juxta beatum Cuthbertum 'sepultura, et multa 
^superne demissa miracula. 

§ 65. Providerat ante, ne vacillaret respublica, 
substituto in regnum ^ Egberto patrui filio ; quod 
ille acceptum, bonorum terens orbitas, yiginti 
annis egregio moderamine coercuit. Habuit 
fratrem sequivocum, Eboraci archiepiscopum, qui 



CfMoulf 
abdlCTtei, 
A.D. 737. 



Eidberht, 
A.D. 737. 



> lUum.-] C. D. E. M. ; m,A, 
S.L. 

* Monachatum.'] D, M, ; mona- 
chuniy A, C. £. L,; monachicum 
habitum, S, — Cedluulf, having 
abdicated the throne in favour 
of his cousin E&dberht, became 
a monk in the year 737. 

'Sepultura,"] Cedluulf was bu- 
ried at Lindisfame, but the exact 
year of his death is not known. 



* SMperne.^ A. S. C. D.L.M.; 
supema, E, 

* EgbtrtoJ] Simeon of DnriiaiD 
and other authorities caU this 
king ElLdberht. According to 
Malmesbury he had a brother 
of the same name, archbishop of 
York. Ecgberht was ordained 
bishop of that see A.D. 7SS. See 
note S p. 94. 
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et sua pmdentia, et gcrmani potentia, 'sedem 
illam in genuinum statum reformavit. Namque, 
quod cuivis 'gesta Anglorum legenti in promptu 
est, 'PauIinuSy ejusdem urbis primus antistes, vi 
hostilitatis loco pulsus, et apud Rovecestram 
diem obiens, ibidem illud insigne pallii, quod ab 
Honorio papa susceperat, reliquit. Plures post 
eum tantae urbis prsesules, simplici episcopatus 
nomine contenti, nihil altius anhelaverant ; at 
vero Egbertus inthronizatuSy animosioris ingeuii 
homOy cogitans quod sicut superbum est si ap- 
petas indebita, ita ignavum si debita negligas, 
pallium multa throni apostolici appellatione re- 
paravit. Hie, omnium liberalium artium arma- 
rium, ut ita dicam, et sacrarium fuit, nobilissi- 
mamque bibliothccam Eboraci constituit; cujus 
rei testem idoneum advoco ^Alcwinum, qui apusaget 
regibus Anglise pro pace missus ad Karolum aicuiu'i 
magnum imperatorem, et benigno apud eum fotus ^ ^ "*' 
hospitio, in ^epistola ad Eanbaldum, tertio loco 
Egberti successorem, ait, ' ^Laus et gloria Deo, 
qui dies meos in prosperitate bona conservavit, 
ut in exaltatione filii mei carissimi gauderem, qui 
laboraret vice mea in ecclesia ubi ego nutritus 



' Sedem illam in genuinum sta- 
tum r^ormavit,^ York again be- 
came an archiepiscopal see A.D. 
7S5, in consequence of Ecgberht*8 
frequent appeals to Rome. 

* Gesta Anglorum legenti, ] 
Beda, lib. ii. § 112, 148, 149. 

' Paulinua,"] Paulinus, after his 
flight from Northumbria, became 
bishop of Rochester. He died 
10th October, A.D. 044. See 
note *f p. 39. 

* Alcwinum.] Flaccus Alcuinus, 
or, as he is often called, Albinus, 
was a native of Northumbria. He 
went to France and became the 
preceptor of Charlemagne, who 



made him abbot of St. Martin's 
at Tours, where he died. His 
works, both prose and verse, 
have been collected by Duchesne. 
(Paris, 1017.) 

* Epigtola ad Eanbatdumf tertio 
loco Egberti 8ucce88orem,'\ This 
letter, written in the month of 
August, A.D. 790, must have 
been addressed to Elanbald II, as 
Eanbald I. died 29th July in that 
year. Eanbald II. was conse- 
crated I4th Aug. 790, and receiv- 
ed the pall in the following year. 

* Lau» et gloria .... reliquit,^ 
Alcuini Opera; fol. Ratisbonse, 
1777 ; torn. i. vol. i. p. OS, epist. l. 
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A.D. 4S5. 
FsramoDd. 

M6ro?6«. 



manias, procedente tempore * totas Gallias, occu- 
pantes, signa sua comitari coegere : unde Lotha- 
ringi et Alamanni, et cseteri Transriienani populi 
qui imperatori Teutonicorum subjecti sunt, magis 
propria se Francos appellari jubent ; et eos quos 
nos Francos putamus, Galwalas antiquo voca- 
bulo quasi Gallos nuncupant. Quibus et ego 
assensum commodo, sciens quod Karolus mag- 
nusy quem regem Francorum fuisse 'nemo qui 
in inficias eat, ea gcntilitia lingua usus sit 
quam Franci Transrhenani terunt. 'Legenti 
vitam Karoli in promptu occurrit quod sermo 
meus a vero non exulat. Anno ig^tur incar- 
nati Verbi ^quadringentesimo vicesimo quinto 
^Franci primum regem habuerunt Faramundum. 
Nepos Faramundi fuit ^Meroveus, a quo omnes 
post eum ^reges Merovingi vocati sunt. Eodem 



1 Toioi GaUuis,^ The Franks 
were established in Gaul durinf^ 
the reign of Honorius: their 
monarchy was confined to the 
neighbourhood of the Lower 
Rhine. 

' Nemo qui in inJUiag eat.'\ D, 
E. L, M. ; nemo qui eat inficias, 
C. ; nemo est qui inficias eat, A, 
S. 

* Legenti titam Karoli.'] The 
life of Charlemagne, written by 
Eginhardt, who was secretary to 
that monarch. Script. Franc. 
Duchesne, tom. ii. 

* Quadringentenmo vicenimo 
quintoA The supposed establish- 
ment of a monarchy in France is 
usually ascribed to the com- 
mencement of the reign of Fara- 
mond, A.D. 418; but Clovis 
may be more Justly considered 
the founder of the French mon- 
archy, A.D. 481. 

* Franci primum ref^em habu- 
erunt Faramundum,] The founda- 
tion of the French monarchy by 



Fammond, and eren Lu. <,».^o«»v«, 
hare been justly questknied. Ex- 
cept in a short and snspickNU 
line of the Chronicle of Prosper, 
(tom. I. p. 638,) the name of 
Faramond is nerer mentioned 
before the seventh century. 

* MtroceuM.] He is supposed 
to hare been the son of Clodion, 
whom he succeeded in the year 
447. He died A.D. 456. 

^ Reges Meroeingi roe^ti snf .] 
A. E, L.; reges Francorum, us- 
que ad Pipinum MeroTingi to- 
cati sunt, S, C; D, M, omit 
' Francorum.' — An ingeniona cri- 
tic has deduced the Merovingians 
from the great Maraboduns, and 
has clearly proved that the prince 
who gave his name to the first 
race was more ancient than M^- 
rov^e. See M^moires de TAcm- 
d^mie des Inscriptions, tom. xx. 
pp. 52— 90; tom. XXX. pp. 567 — 
587. Gregory of Tours docs not 
mention the Merovingian name ; 
which may be traced, however. 
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modo et filii re^m Anglorom a patribus pa- 
tronymica sumpsenint: ut filius Edgari, Ead- 
garing; filius Edmundi, Edmunding, vocentur; 
et caeteri in hunc modum : communiter vero 
'Athelingi dicuntur. Naturalis ergo lingua 
Francorum communicat cum Anglis, quod de 
Germania gentes ambffi germinaverint. Feli- 
citer et potenter *regnaverunt Merovingi usque 
ad annum incarnationis Domini sexcentesimum a.d. etr, 
octogesimum septimum. 'Tunc enim Pipinus, pepin. 
filius Ansegisi^ comes palatii apud ^Transrhenanos 
factus est. Is^ captatis occasionibus quibus am- 
bitum palliaret, dominum suum Theodoricum 
regem, Merovingorum faecem^ sub jugum misit ; 
et, ut facti leniret infamiam, specie tenus illi 
regis nomine donato, cuncta intus et foris re- 
gebat pro libito. ^ Hujus Pipini genealogia supra 



to the beginning of the seventh 
century as the distinctiye appel- 
lation of the royal family, and 
even of the French monarchy of 
the first line. 

^Athelingi dtcuntur.'] This 
epithet seems merely to imply 
nobility. 

• Regnaverunt Merovingi.'] The 
mayors of the palace of the kings 
of France began first to usurp 
the royal authority during the 
reign of Glovis II. king of Neus- 
tria, A.D. 638. Thierri II, be- 
ing restored to the throne A.D. 
673, first obtained the appellation 
of Faineant, (which attached ta 
all the kings of France of that 
race, owing to their subjection 
to the mayors of the palace,) after 
he was defeated A.D. 687 by 
Pepin II, duke of Austrasia, who 
then becsime mayor of the palace 
in Neustria and Bourgogne ; Thi- 
erri and his successors retaining 
only the name of king. The 
final extinction of the dominion 



of the Merovingfians in France, 
and the commencement of a new 
line, took place in the year 752. 

' Tunc enim Pipinus.] Pepin, 
son of Duke Ansegise, having de- 
feated Thierri II, continued to 
govern the kingdom without as- 
suming the title of king. He 
died 16th December 714, and 
was succeeded by his natural son, 
Charles Martel, who also con- 
tented himself with the title of 
duke until his death, 22d October 
741. 

* Transrhenanos,] D. E, M, ; 
after ' Transrhenanos,' A.S.CL, 
read ' Francos.' 

* Hiyua Pipini genealogia,] 
The genealogy of Pepin, deduced 
from Ansbert the senator and 
Blithilde, daughter of Clothaire 
I, is mentioned in many of the 
French chronicles ; but it is con- 
sidered to be fictitious, and its 
authority cannot be traced higher 
than the time of Charlemagne. 
Malmesbury further follows the 

I! 
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infraqne contexitur ita : Ansbertos fieiiator, ex 
filta Lotharii patris Dagoberti, Blithilde, gennit 
Amoldum ; Amoldns grenuit 'sanctDmAmulfmn, 
Metensem episcopum ; Amulfiis geonit * Flodnl- 
fum, Waltcfaisnm, Anschisum ; Flodulfiu genait 
*Martinum ducem, quern interfecit ^Ebroinns; 
WaltcbisDS genuit sanctissimnm Wandtegesilum 
abbatem; ^Anschisus dux genuit Anse^nm; 
Ansegisus genuit Pipioam; filius Pipini fiiit 
'Karolus Tudites, qucm ilU MarteUom vocant 
quod tyrannos per totam Franciam emergentes 
contuderit, Saraceuos GalliaA infestantes egregie 
depulerit. ^Hic, patemae sequax senteutias, re- 
ges tennit in clientela, comitis contentos do- 
mine: 'reliquit filios duos, Pipinnm et Karlo- 
mannura. Karlomannus, incertnm qua de causa 



anachroniim of some of the chro 
Diclei in makiag Blilhilde llii 
daughter of Clothaire II, mud 
•IMer of Dagobert. 

trmtpiKopam.i SL Amoul, cim- 
■idered 1^ some aathon as \\»- 
ancestor of the second race of iln 
kin^ of Fniice, naa choii'n 
bishop of Mete A.D. 614. Ik 
was prime minister of I>a^b«r(. 
king of Australia, and died in 
041. His life is printed in A(l:i 
SS. Ord. 8. Bened. Siec. ii. 
p. ISO. 

• F1«(k(/>ii<i.1 Clodulfui, (HI. 
Clon,) son of St, Amou], wns 
made bishop of Melz ISth April, 
A.D. 6S4, and died in 094. His 
Ufa was writleu about the uiith 
centurr, uid is printed in Actu 
8S. Ord. 8. Bened. sno. it. 
1044. 

* lUarlinum ductm.] Martin, 
diAe of Aastrasia, son of !>i. 
Clou, bishop of Melz, mi (laiii 
b; Ebcoin A.D. 080. 

' £*r««i«.] He wm iiia:rvr of 



SIM ; Antegitiu genmit Pifuupm.} 
MalaiesburT has beoi betrByed 
Into the error of introducing u 
additional generation, onder ■ 
supposition tliat Anschims and 
AnsegisDS were distinct peiMsi ; 
whereas Duke Ansegisns, hrotfaer 
of St. Clou, and &ther of Pepin, 
was also called AuKhiioa nnd 
Antlgilns, He was slain A.D. 
OTS. See Bouqnet, torn. lu, p. 
too. 

' Korelw TWifa, fw» tOi 
lHarleltnm vteaatA The spithet 
of Hartel, which Todites am ini 
also to impl;, was given to him 
as eipreasire of his wedgbt; and 
irresistible strokes in battle. 

' Hie, patenm ini] 

See note ■, p. 07. 

■ Reliquit jUiM Aw*.] Cario- 
man, the eldest fon of Chailea 
Martel, succeeded him in Ana- 
trasia; and PepiUj hi* jminger 
son, in Neoftiia, BovrgogBe, aad 
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seculum relinquens, Honsoratus est in monte Cas- 
sino. 'PipinuB a Stephano ^papa, successore pepin. 
Zacarise^ apud Sanctum Dionysium in regem 
Francorom et patricium Romanoruin coronatus 
est ; nam imperatoribus Constantinopolitanis 
jamdudum a solita virtute degenerantibus, nee 
ullam Italias et ecclesiae Romanaa opem ferenti-^ 
bus, quae multis annis tyrannidem Longobard- 
orum suspiraveranty idem papa injurias illorum 
potestati Francorum apploravit. Quapropter 
Pipinus, Alpibus transcensis, ^Desiderium regem 
Longobardorum ita coarctavit ut ablata Roma- 
nsd eccIesiaB restitueret, et, ne repeteret, sacra- 
mento firmaret. Franciam reversus, post aliquot 
annos ^obiit, ^superstitibus Karolo et Karlo- a.d. res. 
manno. ^ Karlomannus, post biennium, finemcvkoMi. 



' T<msorahi8 est in mtmte Cos- 
sino,] Carloman left his estatet 
to his brother Pepin, and retired 
into Italy, where he built a mon- 
astery. In 747 he became a 
monk in the monastery of Mount 
Caasin, and died in the year 
754. 

' Pipinns .... coronatus est.] 
In the year 762, Ghilderic III, 
last of the Merovingian race, 
having been declared incapable 
of governing, Pepin was pro- 
claimed king by an assembly of 
the states of France, and was 
consecrated by Boniface, bishop 
of Mayence. His second con- 
secration by Pope Stephen took 
place A.D. 754. 

> Pa|M.] A. S. C. D7L. M. ; 
omitted in E. 

^ DesideriuM ita coarC' 

tmritJ] It was Aistolphe, king of 
the Lombards, and not Deside- 
rius, whom Pepin obliged to re- 
store the towns he had usurp- 
ed from the Holy See. Upon 



the death of Aistolphe in the 
year 756, Deaiderius, or Di- 
dier, duke of Tuscany, was pro- 
claimed king : he was the last of 
the natiye princes of Lombardy, 
having surrendered his sceptre 
and his capital to Charlemagne, 
by whom he was defeated in the 
year 774. 

' ObUt.] Pepin, first of the 
second race of the kings of 
France, called Le Bref from the 
lowness of his stature, and Le 
Gros from his shape, died 94th 
September in the year 768, and 
was succeeded by his sons Carlo- 
man and Charles, of whom the 
former had for his portion Aus- 
trasia, and the latter Neustria, 
Bourgogne, and Provence. 

' Snperstitibus,] C. E. ; after 
' superstitibus,' A,D.L, M. read 
< Uberis ;' S. ' hsredibus Uberis.' 

' KarlomaaMMs.] Carloman diad 
at Samouci en Laonois on the 4th 
December, A.D. 771. 

h2 
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Charle 
magne 



habuit. ' Karolus^ nomen Magni ab effecta sor- 
tituSy duplo quam pater habuerat regnom am- 
pliavit ; triginta et eo amplius annis simplici 
nomine regis fastigatus, et ab imperatoria ap- 
pellatione^ quamvis saepe ab Adriano papa 
invitaretur, temperans. Venim, eodem apos- 
tolico defunctOy cum consangninei ejus Leonem 
sanctissimum, qui successerat, plag^ in ecclesia 
beati Petri affecissent^ adeo 'ut linguam muti- 
larent, et lumina terebrarent, Romam ad refor- 
mandum statum ecclesiae ire maturavit. Ibi in 
improbos ultionem executus tota hieme resedit ; 
apostolicum^ per Dei miraculum plane loquentem 
et videntem, proprio tribunali restituens. Inter 
has moras Quirites, collate cum prsesule con- 
Prodaimed siUo^ 'die Natalls Domini Augustum inopinate 
acclamant. ^Quod cx>gnomen, licet invitus ut 
insuetum admisisset^ postea tamen^ animositate 
qua decebat contra imperatores Constantino- 

politanos defendens^ * Lodowico filio hsereditarium 

A.D.814. contradidit. £x ejus genere regnavere in ilia 



emperor, 
A.D. 800. 



Louli le 



^ Karolus ] Charles, afterwards 
called Charlemagne, upon the 
death of his brother Carloman in- 
herited the whole monarchy. 

* Ut linguam mutihrenty et 
lumina terebrarcntJ] Upon the 
deiith of Pope Adrian, 25th De- 
cember, A.D. 795, Leo III. was 
chosen as his successor, in pre- 
ference to Adrian's nephew, who 
employed conspirators to assault 
and slay the pope during a pro- 
cession. The assurance of the 
miraculous restoration of his eyes 
and tongue, of which he had been 
twice deprived by the knife of 
the assassin, as given by Anas- 
tasius, (torn. in. pars 1, pp. 197, 
198,) is supported by the cre- 
dulity of some French annalists ; 
but Eginhardt, and other writers 
t}f the same age, are more ra- 



tional and sincere. The mutila- 
tion of Leo took place 25th Aprils 
A.D. 799. 

' Die Natalia Domini Augtu- 
turn inopinate acclamant,'] Charle- 
magne was crowned emperor of 
the West by Pope Leo III. on 
Christmas day, in the last year 
of the eighth century. 

^ Quod cognomen,'] A, S,C, D, 
L, M.\ * quo cognito,' E.^ being 
written after an erasure, and the 
word ' cognito' in the margin. 

^ IjodouHco filio,] Charlemagne 
died at Aix la Chapelle, on the 
28th of January, A.D. 814. Se- 
veral ancient writers, commen- 
cing the year either on the 25th 
of March, or at Easter, place his 
death in 813. He was succeeded 
by his son Louis le D^bonnairey 
also caUed the Pious. 
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reg^ione, quae nunc proprie dicitur Francia, 
usque ad * Hug'onem cognomento Capet, a quo Hugh capet, 
descendit 'modemus Lodowicus. Ex eadem 
progenie regpnarunt in Alemannia et Italia us- 
que ad annum Domini nongentesimum duodeci- a.d. 91|. 
mum. Tunc enim quidam ^Conradus, rex Teu- 
tonicorum, illud imperium arripuit. ^Hujus ne- 
pos fuit Oto maximus, nihil probitatis debens a.d. 937. 
omnibus ante se imperatoribus, ita virtute et 
gratia mirabilis ^haereditatem imperii posteris 
reliquit suis ; nam ^modernus Henricus ex ejus 
sanguine lineam trahit. 

§ 69. Sed ut ad inchoatum revertar : Alcwi- Aoeoantof 
nus, licet in Francia a Karolo magno monasterio turned. 
beati Martini prselatus esset, non immemor com- 
patriotarum, imperatorem in amicitia eorum con- 
tinere, illos crebris epistolis ad bonum incitare. 
Dictorum ejus hie pleraque intexam, quibus 
palam fiat quam cito post obitum Bedae in ejus 
etiam ecclesia studium librorum emarcuerit, et 
post mortem Egberti regnum Northanhimbrorum 



' Hugonem cognomento Capet, ] 
The race of Charlemagne termi- 
nated with Louis \y who died 
on the 22d of June 987. Hugh 
Capet, son of Hugh le Grand, 
was then chosen king, and conse- 
crated at Rheims on the 3d July. 
He died 24th October, A.D. 996. 

' Modermu Lodowicus,'] Louis 
\I, called Louis le Gros, succeed- 
ed his father Philippe I, and was 
consecrated at Orleans 8d August 
1108. He died 1st August 11S7. 

' Conradus,'] The German 
branch of the family of Charle- 
magne became extinct on the 
death of Louis IV, 21st January 
912; when the Germans, in a 
general assembly of the nation, 
elected Conrad, count of Fran- 
conia, emperor. He died 23d 
December 918. 



^ Ht^us nepos fuit Oto maxi- 
mus,] Otho the Great was not 
grandson of Conrad. He was 
elected emperor in 937, upon the 
death of his father Henri TOise- 
leur, who was the son of Otho 
duke of Saxony. 

' Hareditatem imperii posteris 
reliquit suis.] Upon the extinction 
of the line of Charlemagne, the 
empire of the West became elec« 
tive. 

' Modemus Henricus,'] A, E, 
L, ; after < Henricus,' D, M, read 
* rex ; ' jS. C. * gener Henrici 
regis Angliie.' — Henry V. was 
crowned emperor of Germany 
A.D. 1105. He married Maud, 
daughter of Henry I. of England, 
7th January, A.D. 1114, and 
died ^t Utrecht on the 2Sd May, 
A.D. 1125. 
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rassaMt 
from nit 
EpitllM. 



propter pervicaciam malomm monun pessmn 
ierit. 

§70. 'Ait ergo ad 'Wiorenses, apnd quod 
Beda vixerat et obierat, ex obliquo fedsse ar- 
gnens, quod ne faciant rogat : assuescant pneri 
astare laudibus supemi Regis, non vulpium fodere 
cavemasy non fugaces leporum sequi cursos; 
discant nunc scripturas sacras, at setate perfecta 
alios docere possint. * ^ Recogitate nobilissimum 
^nostri temporis magistrum Bedam presbytenun, 
quale habuit in juventute discendi stadium, qua- 
lem nunc habet inter homines laudem, et malto 
majorem apud Deum remanerationis gloriam/ 
Item ad Eboracenses: ''Non pro auri avaritia^ 
testis est mei Cog^tor cordis, Franciam veni^ 
nee remansi in ea ; sed ecclesiasticae causa ne^- 
cessitatis.' Item ad Offam regem Merciorum: 
* ^Ego paratus eram cum muneribos Karoli regis 
ad Yos venire, et patriam reverti; sed melius 
mihi visum est propter pacem gentis mese in 
peregrinatione remanere, nesciens quid feciss^an 
inter eos, inter quos nullus securus esse, vel in 
salubri consilio proficere, potest. Ecce loca 
sancta a paganis vastata, altaria perjuriis foedata> 
monasteria adulteriis violata, terra sanguine do- 
minorum et principum foedata/ Item ad Egel* 



^AU.] A.S.C.D.L.M.', sit, 
E. 

* WicrtnsesJ] The monki of 
JarroWt 

' Recogitate . . . gloriam,^ See 
Alcvini Opera, toni* t. p. 22, 
epiflt. XIII. 

^ Nottri timporie magistntm,'] 
Ffx>in these words Canisius in- 
fers that Alcain was not the 
pupil of Beda ; < for why,' says 
he, * have denied this praise 
to Beda, and not rather have 
called him his master than the 
master of his time ? ' There ap- 



pears some weight in the objec- 
tion. See Alcoin'li letters to 
Eanbald, archbishop of York, 
and to Charlemagne, where he 
ealls Archbishop Ecgberht * di** 
lectasmagistermens.' Seeantea, 
§ 65, p. 04. 

' Non ff €Min . . . M^MntteH*.] 
Hie letter from which Malmet- 
bury extracted this passage was 
not known to the editor of Alculn's 
works, in 1777. 

* Eg9p9paibu,,.frmeipmmfm^ 
dola.] See Alcuin. Op. torn, u p. 
57, epist. XLii. 
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redom regem, qui tertins post Egbertum regnavit : 
* ^ Ecce ecclesia sancti Cuthberti sacerdotum Dei 
sanguine aspersa, omnibus spoliata omamentis; 
locus cunctis in Britannia venerabilior paganis 
gentibus datur ad deprsedandum ; et ubi pri- 
mum post discessum sancti Paulini ab Eboraco 
Christiana religio in nostra gente sumpsit exor- 
dium, ibi miseriaa et calamitatis coepit initium. 
Quid significat pluvia sanguinis, quam quadra- 
gesimali tempore, in Eboraca civitate quae caput 
totius regni est, in ecclesia 'beati principis apos- 
tolorum vidimus, de borealibus, domus, sereno 
aere, de 'summitate tecti minaciter cadere? 
Nonne potest putari a borealibus partibus venire 
sanguinem super terram 7 ' Item ^Osberto patricio 
Merciorum: ' Nostrum regnum Northanhimbro- 
rum pene periit propter intestinas dissensiones et 
fallaces jurationes/ Item ad Adalardum Cantua- 
riensem archiepiscopum : '^Hocdico ^propter fla« 
gellum quod nuper accidit partibus insulse nostras, 
quae prope trecentis et quadraginta annis a pa^ 
rentibus inhabitata est nostris. 'Legitur in libro 
Gildas sapientissimi Britonum, quod iidem Bri- 
tones, propter avaritiam et rapinam principum, 
propter iniquitatem et injustitiam judicum, prop- 
ter desidiam pra^licationis episcopprum, propter 



' Ecee eceUtia . . . ttKpertemm,'] 
See Alcnin. Op. torn. i. p. SO, 
epiflt. XII. 

' BeaH.'\ C. D. E. L. M. ; beaU 
Petri, .9. 

*Summitate.] A.D.E.L.M.; 
■ummo, 8. C, 

* Osberto,] The extract from the 
epistle to Oibert is printed in Alc- 
vm's works, from Malmetbuiy. 

* Hoe dico .... digtuiiui ett."] 
See AJcuin. Op. torn. i. p. 15, 
epist. IX. 

' PrtpUr JUgeUtmJ] AloiUD 



most probably here allades to the 
devastations of the Danes, which 
began A.D. 79S. 

' Legitur in Ubro OiU^ tapien' 
HsaUmi BrihmumJ] The precise 
words cited by Alcnin are not to 
be found in either the * Historia' 
or the < Epistola 6Ud»,' as tbeso 
works at present exist; but the 
expressions of Gildas, to which 
Aicuin seems to allude in show- 
ing whence resulted the misfor- 
tunes of the country, occiir in 
M 97, M of the ' EpIstoU.' 
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luxuriam et malos mores populi, patriam per- 
didere. Caveamus hsec eadem yitia nostris tem- 
poribus inolescere, quatenus benedictio diyina 
nobis patriam conservet in prosperitate bona 
quam nobis *Deus sua misericordissima pietate 
'perdonare dignatus est.' 

§ 71. Planum, ut arbitror, factum est, quautam 
labem, quantam pestem, oblivio literarum et 
lubrici mores perditorum hominum Anglias in- 
vexerint: quae verba, ad cautelam legentium 
posita, hunc in ista 'historia locum habeant. 

§ 72. ^ Egbertus itaque, fratris in religione 
cemulus, comamque tonsus, ^ Osulpho filio, illeque, 
post annum a civibus innocenter ca^us, 'Molloni 
locum fecit; is, ^undecim annis satis impigre 
regno functus, insidiis Alcredi occubuit. * Alcre- 
dus decimo regni, quod invaserat, anno cedere a 
Aetheiberiit, proviucialibus compulsus est. ^Ethelbertus quoque, 
filius MoUonis, eorum consensu rex levatus, quinto 
anno ab eisdem expulsus est. Tunc rex '® Alfwol« 
dus acclamatus, post undecim annos perfidiam 
provincialium ingemuit, sine culpa trucidatus; 
quod et Celebris apud Haugustaldum sepultura, 
et divina praetenderunt miracula. Et nepos suus. 



OranU; 
A.D. 758. 

M uU Ae- 
thelwakl, 
AD. 759. 

Alhbred, 
AD. 705. 



AtUWald, 
AD. 779. 



1 Deu9.] D, E. M, ; omitted in 
A» S, C. L, 

* Perdmare,^ A.D.E. L, M, ; 
donare, S. C. 

» Higtoria.] D. E. M. ; hiBto- 
riola, A, S, C, L, 

*Egb€rtu».'\ Elidberhtabdicated 
in the year 758, and became a 
monk. He died A.D. 768. 

^ Onlpho,'] Osuulf was mur- 
dered on the 24th of July 759. 

• MoUtmi,'] Mull Aethelwald, 
the paternal uncle of Osuulf, was 
elected king on the 5th August 
759. 

'' Undecim annis.'\ MuIlAethel- 
wald was expelled from Nor- 



thumberland 90th October, A J). 
765, having completed the sixth 
year of his reign in the August 
preceding. The Saxon Chronicle 
and Florence of Worcester assign 
only six years to his reign. 

' Alcredut decimo rtgid,] Alh- 
hred was driyen from the throne 
A.D. 774. 

' Eth€lbertu8,'\ A, S. C. D, E. 
L, M, ; £. also reads ' yel Adel- 
redus' in the margin. — Aethel- 
berht, or Aethelred, the son of 
Mull Aethelwald, was banished 
byAlfwoldin779. 

^^A {/itoMkx.] Aelfwald was slain 
on the 2Sd September, A.D. 789. 
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filins Alhredi^ ^ Osredus^ snccedens^ yixque anno otred, a.d. 
emenso expulsus, regnum EthelbertOy qui et Aetbeiberht 
Athelredus dictus est, 'evacuavit. Is filins a.d. 790 ; 
MolIoniSy qui etiam Athelwoldus vocabatur, 
fuit ; regnumque post duodecim annos exilii re- 
cipiens, quatuor annis tenuit; quibus exactis, 
fatum superiorum efiiigere non yaluit, 'misere murdered, 
occisus. Quare oflfensi plures episcopi et opti- 
mates a patria ^fugere : quidam merito plexum 
affirmant, quod ^in occisione injusta Osredi con- 
sensum suum obligaverit, cui sufficere potuerit 
quod principatu ejectus sedem illi restituerit. 
De hujus regni exordio Alcwinus ita memorat : ?«■•■«• 
'^Benedictus Deus qui facit mirabilia solus ! Nuper 
Ethelredus filins Adelwoldi de carcere processit 
in solium, et de miseria in majestatem ; cujus 
regni novitate detenti sumus ne veniremus ad 
vos.' De nece ita ad Ofiam regem Merciorum : 
^ 'Sciat veneranda dilectiovestra^quod dominus rex 
Karolus amabiliter et fideliter ssepe locutus est 
^mecum de vobis, et in eo habetis fidelissimum ami- 
cum : ideo et vestra^ dilectioni digna dirigit munera, 
et per episcopales sedes regni vestri. Similiter et 
Ethelredo regi et ad suas episcoporum sedes dona 
direxit ; sed heu, proh dolor ! donis datis, et epis- 
tolis in manus missorum, supervenit tristis legatio 
per missos, qui de Scotia per vos reversi sunt, 

' OsreduM,'] Osred was expelled l pare Simeon of Durham, A.D. 



from his kingdom A.D. 790, and 
Aethelberht was restored after an 
exile of twelve years. 

' Evaaumt.'] 8, D, E, ; vacu- 
avit, C. L, 

' MUere occitiu,'] Aethelberht 
was murdered on the 19th April, 
A.D. 796. 

* Fugere,^ A, S. D, E. L, M, ; 
refugere, C. 

* In occisione ii^usta Osredi 
eonsensum suum obUgitverU,'] Com- 



790-2. 

* Benedictus Deus . , , ad vol.] 
The editor of Alcuin's works 
(1777) had not discoyered the 
letter from which Malmesbury 
took this extract. See Alcuin. 
Op. tom. I. p. 5, epist. ii. note (c). 

' Sciat veneranda jam 

fecisset.'i Alcuin. Op. tom. i. p. 
67, epist. XLii. 

* Mecum,] A, S. C. D. L. M. ; 
omitted in E, 
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DecHneor 
Noitbttm- 



Eqibcrht, 
A.D. 8S7. 



de infidelitate gentis et nece regis. Ita Karolus^ 
retracta donomm largitate, in tantnm iratos est 
contra gentem illam, ut ait, perfidam et perver- 
sam, et homicidam dominorom snomm, pejorem 
earn paganis sestimans, at, nisi ego intercessor 
essem pro ea, quicquid eis boni abstrahere potn- 
issety et mali machinari, jam fecisset/ 

§73. 'Post Ethelredum noUns ad regnnm 
ascendere ausos, dum quisqne snperiomm sibi 
casnm timeret, et otio inglorio tntos victitarey 
quam ancipiti discrimine pendnlus regnare, mal- 
let : plerosqne enim regum Northanhimbromm 
familiari pene exitio vitam exisse. Ita cessante 
rectore per triginta tres annos, 'provincia risui 
et prsedse finitimis fiiit. Siquidem nbi Dani, 
quos ex verbis Alcwini loca sanctorum popu- 
lates fuisse snpra ostendimns, domnm reg^ressi, 
caeteris insulae copiam habitatorumqne ignaviam 
nunciarunt ; barbari, raptim copioseqne insolam 
petentes, illas 'in id tempus partes occnpavere. 
Nam et regem multis annis habuere proprium, 
^ni tamen ad regis West-Saxonnm spectaret 
arbitrium; transactis enim illis triginta tribns 
annis, banc etiam regionem cum caeteris obti- 
nuit rex^Egbertus, anno Dominicae incamationis 
octingentesimo vicesimo septimo, regni sui yi- 
cesimo octavo : cujus quia tempus attigimus, jam 



* P«ft EthelredtiM nvUus od 
regnum aacendere aunuJ] After 
the death of Aethelberht in 796, 
Oswald, a Northumbrian noUe, 
was chosen to succeed him : he 
held the throne but twenty-seven 
days, when he was deposed, and 
fled to Lindis&me, where he be- 
came abbot. Tliegoyenunentthen 
deyolved on Eardnnlf, who was 
consecrated on the 27th of May. 
After a few years' reign he was I 
also banished (A.D. 806) ; Iwt, by ] 



the influence of Ghariemagne, he 
was restored to his kingdom A J). 
808. See Simeon of Durham, col. 
117, and Eginhardi Annales, in 
Duchesne, tom. ii. p. S56. 

' Protincia.'] D. E. M,; pro- 
rincia ilia, A. 8. C. L. 

' /n.] D. £, M, ; usque in, 
A, S, C. X>. 

* EgberiuSy anno DMimtctf ta- 
camoHonis octiugenteMi$no vieenme 
septimoy regni mu fneenmo ocUtcoJ] 
See note ', p. d6. 
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nunc promissionis nostras recordati, de regno 
Merciorum pauca subjiciemus; quia et placet 
nobis dlcendi parsimonia, et non arridet multa 
dicendorum materia. 

INCIPIT DE REGNO MERCIORUM. 

§ 74. Anno Dominican incamationis sexcentesi- pmdiu 
mo vicesimo sexto, post mortem Hengistii anno 
centesimo tricesimo nono, ^ Penda quidam, filius 
pibbasy a Wodenio decimus, stirpe inclytus, bellis 
industrius, idemque fanaticus et impius, apud 
Mercios regis nomen praesumpsit, cum jam 
quinquagenarios frequentibos contra finitimos 
excursionibus nutrisset audaciam. Itaque ar- 
repto regno aeger quiete animus, et qui nesciret 
quantum scelus esset sociali yincere bello, urbes 
proximas quatere, compatriotarum fines regum 
Mnequitare, prorsus magno tumultu et terrore 
agere. Quid enim non auderet, qui lumina Bri- 
tanniae 'Edwinum et ^Oswaldum, reges Northan- 
himbrorum, ^Sigebertum, ^Egrricum^'Annam, reges 
Orientalium Anglorum, in quibus generis cla- 
ritas et vitae sanctitas conquadrabant, temeritate 
nefaria extinxit? Chenwalchium quoque West- 
Saxonum regem, bello bis terque lacessitum, ^in 
exilium compulit; quamvis ille merito perfidiae 
culpam luerit, qua in Deum, fidem illius abne- 



' Pemla . • . aptid Merttm n- 
gisntmen pnttumptU.'] Great ob- 
scurity prevailB about the eariy 
history of Mercia. Henry of 
Hantingdon considers Crida to 
haye been the founder of that 
kingdom, about the year 684. 
Crida died in the year 6M, 
and was succeeded by Wibba, 
who died A.D. 610. Ceorl was 
the next in suocessiony and Penda 
sacceeded him A.D. 636. 

* Ineqmtare,'] E. C. L.; in* 
quietare, S, D, 



' Edwmnm.'] See note \ p. 69. 

* OswaldumJ] See note \ p. 

n. 

^ Sigebertttm,'] Sigiberht was 
slain A J). 635. 

* Egrieum.] S. C. E. ; Egfiri* 
dum. A, D, L. ilf.— Egric was 
slain A.D.6S5. 

' AwMM^ Anaa was alaio 
AJ>. 654. 

* In exUhm wmpwiU,'] See 
note % p. SO. 
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gando, et in ipsum Pendam, 'sororem ejus repo- 
diando, peccaverat. Jam vero onerosum dictn 
est quod omnibus occasionibus caedium inhians, 
et velut corvus ad nidorem cadaveris advolansy 
'ultro ^Ched wallas in auxilium accurrerit, et ad 
recuperandum regpnum magno emolumento fue- 
rit. Ita per triginta annos in cognates gras- 
satus, nihil adversus exteras gentes memoran- 
p««th of dum commisit. Sed invenit tandem effraenis ^cu- 

Pvnday A.D. 

<A^- piditas idoneum mentis finem ; siquidem ab Os- 

wiOy qui Oswaldo fratri successerat, magis per 
Dei virtutem quam per manum militarem cum 
auxiliis fusus, ^infemalium animarum numerum 
auxit. Habuit ex regina ^Kineswitha filios, 
/ Wedam, Wulferium, Ethelredum, lllerewaldum, 
Mercelinum; filias^duas Kineburgam et Kines- 
witham, ambas sancta continentia praecellentes. 
Ita parens, perpetuo in Deum rebellis^ sanctis- 
simos coelo fructus effudit. 

Ptowu, A.D. § 75, Successit illi in parte regni Weda filius, 
Oswii dono Australibus Merciis praelatus : stre- 
nuus ephoebus, et ejusdem Oswii, etiam patre 
vivente, ^gener; nam filiam ejus ea conditione 
acceperat, ut Christianitatem amplectens idolis 



«M. 



' Sororem ^u» repudiando.'] See 
antea^ ^ 19 ; and Beda, lib. iii. 
c. 7, i 169. 

* Vitro.} S. C. D, E, ; omit- 
ted in A, L, 

* Chedwalhe,'] Penda joined 
Ceadwalla, king of the Bri- 
tons, and defeated £4dwini of 
Northumberland, at Hatfield, on 
the 12th of October, A.D. 6SS. 
See note *, p. 69. 

< Cuiriditat,] A. S. C, D. L. ; 
'cnpiditaB vel temeritaB,' C 

* Ii\femalium animarum nume- 
nam auxit.] See note \ p. 76. 

* KiMenpitha.] See Beda, Ub. 



III. c. 94, and Smith's note od 
Cynnise. 

' Wedam.'] The son and sno- 
cessor of Penda, in Beda, the 
Saxon Chronicle, and other an- 
thorities, is called Peada. He 
was advanced to the goTemment 
of the South Mercians by his 
kinsman, Oswiti, A.D. 666, and 
slain in die spring of the fbUow- 
ing year, 

*Piuu.] A. S. C. D. L.; 

BUBS, E, 

^GenerJ] Peada married Alch- 
fleda, natural daughter of OswiA, 
and was by her intrigues betray- 
ed, A.D. 667. 
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abrenunciaret : cujus fidei participem provinciam 
suam^ arridente regni serenitate^ socero suffra- 
gante^ facere procurasset, nisi tarn laeta principia 
mors, per insidias uxoris, ut dicitur, festinata, ad. 657. 
succideret. ^ Tunc reg^num Oswius snscepit, quod 
sibi, et victoriae in patrem, et affinitatis jure in 
filium, competere videbatur. Sed animositas pro- 
yincialium ' non ultra triennium potuit ferre reg- 
nantem ; expulsis enim ejusducibus, ^Wulferoque 
Pendse filio in omen regni acclamato, libertatem 
recepit. 

§ 76. Wulferus, ne spem civium falleret, se- wuuheri, 
dulo satagere, magnis et animi et corporis vi- 
ribus, utilem se principem ostentare: denique 
Christianitatem yix in regno suo palpitantem, et 
per fratrem initiatam, favore suo enixissime juvit. 
Primis fere annis a rege West-Saxonum graviter 
afllictus, ^sequentibus consilii vivacitate injuriam ad.mi. 
propulsans, etiam ipsum Wehta; insulae dominio 
mutilavit; eandemque, ritus sacrilegos adhuc 
anhelantem, ad rectum tramitem inflectens, non 
multo post regi Australium Saxonum Ethelwal- 
kio, quem in baptismo susceperat, gratia fidei 
dedit. Verum enimvero haec, et quaecunque 
ejus bona, inficit et deprimit gravis simoniae 
nota, quod primus regum Anglorum sacrum 
episcopatum Londoniae ^cuidam Winae ambitioso ad. 666. 
venditarit. Habuit in matrimonio filiam Ercom- 



^ Tunc regnum Oswius susce- 
pit."] After Penda was vanquish- 
ed by Oswiilk, the kingdom of 
Mercia fell into his hands; a por- 
tion of which he bestowed upon 
Peada, after whose death it re- 
verted to Oswi(k. 

' Non ultra triennium,^ See 
Beda, lib. in. c. 24, § 224. 

* Wu^eroque,'] Upon the ex- 
pulsion of Oswiilk from Mercia, 



Wulfheri succeeded to that king- 
dom, A.D. 657. 

* Sequentibus . . . Wehta in- 
sula dominio mutilavitj] Wulf- 
heri defeated Cynewealh, king 
of Wessex, A.D. 661 ; and be- 
stowed the isle of Wight upon 
Aethiluualh of Sussex, for whom 
he bad stood in baptism. (Sax. 
Chron. A.D. 661.) 

* Cuidam fTtiur.] Wini, bishop 
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AethOrad, 
A.D. 675. 



A.D. <7<. 



A.D. <79. 



bertiy regis Cantuariorum, Ermenhildam ; et ex ea 
genuit Kenredum, et Waraburgam, yirginem sanc- 
tissimam, quae Cestrse jacet. Frater ejus. Mere- 
walduSy Ermenburgam, filiam Ermenredi fratris 
ejusdem Ercomberti, uxorem habuit: suscepit- 
que ex ea filias, Milburgpam, quao Weneloc^ et 
Mildritham, quas Cantias in monasterio sancti 
Augustiniy requiescunt, et Mildritham ; et filiam 
Merefinnum. Kineburgpam^PendaB filiam, Alfridus 
rex Northanhimbrorum duxit uxorem ; quae post- 
modum, camali copula fastidlta, sanctimonialem 
habitum suscepit in monasterio quod firatres sui 
Wulferus et JSthelredus construxerant. 

§ 77. Vulfero post M^cem et novem annos de- 
functo, regnavit frater ejus 'Ethelredus^ animi 
religione, quam pugnandl exercitatione, cele- 
brior: denique, una et ipsa illustri 'expeditione 
in Cantiam contentus ostendisse virtutem, re- 
liqua vita otio inserviit; nisi quod ^regfem Nor- 
thanhimbrorum Egfridum, metas regni transili- 
entem, pugna adortus, domum redire admonuerit, 
Elwino fratre caeso. ^Hanc sane caedem pro- 
pensiori consilio, beato Theodoro archiepiscopo 



of Winchestery was driven from 
JuB see A.D. 666, and in that 
year purchased the bishol^rick of 
London from KingWulfberi. See 
Beda, lib. in. c. 7, § 170. 

^ Decern et novem,"] A, S. C. 
£. L, ; vigintiy D» M» — Accord- 
ing to Be^ (lib. V. c. 24, §452,) 
Wulfheri died A.D. 675, after a 
reign of seventeen years. 

' Ethelredua,'] Aethilred suc- 
ceeded his brother A.D. 675. 

' ExpeditUme in Cantiam,'] Ae- 
thilred wasted Kent in the year 
676. (Beda, Ub. v. c. 24, § 452, 
and Sax. Ghron. A.D. 676.) 

* Regem Northanhimln'orum 



Egfridmm . . . Elwino/rairtctetQ,] 
See note *, p. 78. 

* Hone tone cadem . . . redenUi,] 
That is, he paid the weregild, 
which was a pecuniary mulct for 
killing a man ; one moiety of 
which went to the public pufte, 
and the other to the relations of 
the deceased. The were of every 
man, from the prince to the slave, 
was established by law. The 
legal compensation paid to King 
Ini by the Kentish men for the 
death of Mull yns, according to 
the Saxon Chronicle, no less a 
sum than thirty thousand pounds. 
See note ', p. 48. 
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satagente^ congestis pecunias talenti^ apud Eg- 
fridum redemit. Post haec, ' regni anno tricesimo AethOred 
in Bardenia regulariter tonsus, primo in mona- a.d. 704. 
chum, mox in abbatem, alteratns est. Hie est 
qui, contemporaneus Inae regis West-Saxonum, 
^privileginm quod sanctus Aldelmus a Roma, ut 
prsediximus, attulit, sua quoque auctoritate ro- 
boravit. Regis ejusdem Northanhimbrorum Eg- 
fridi Ostgidam sororem habuit uxorem, ex qua 
filium Ceolredum suscepit. 
§ 78. Statuit sibi successorem Kenredum, filium canned, 

A.D. 704. 

fratris Wulferii, qui pietate in Deum, probitate 
in patriam, perinsignis, magfna morum sinceritate 
vitam cucunit, ^quintoque regni anno Romam a.d. 709. 
ire pergens, r^quum temporis illic religiose 
complevit, maxime miserando exitu militis com- 
punctus ; qui, ^ut Beda refert, cum confiteri sce- 
lera sua sanus superbisset, in mortis janua con- 
stitutus, aperte vidit dsemones auctores ad sup- 
plicia, quibus animum indulserat blandientibus 
ad scelera. 

§ 79. Post ilium regnavit ^Chelredus, patrui ceftined. 
sui Ethelredi filius, sicut yirtute contra ^Inam 
mirabilis, ita immatura morte miserabilis; si- 
quidem, non 'octo annos regno satisfaciens, Liche- 
feldas conditus est, relicto ^Ethelbaldo hserede, ActbiiiMid, 

A.D.716; 



■ Regni anno tricenmo in Bar- 
denia rtgulariter tinuusJ] Aethil- 
red abdicated, and entered into a 
monastic life at Bardney, A.D. 
704, and was succeeded by his 
nephew C6enraed. 

' Pritileginm quod wanctus Al- 
delmus a Roma^ ut prttdiximus, at- 
tulit,'] See antea, note *^ pp. 48-9. 

' Quintoque regni anno Romam 
in pergene.'] Cdenraed's abdica- 
tion and jonrney to Rome took 
place A.D. 709. 

« Ut Beda rcM.] Beda, Hift 
Eccles. lib. y. c. It. 



* Chelredua,] Gedbned, the 
son of Aethilred, succeeded his 
cqusin A.D. 709. (Beda, lib. y. 
c. 19, § 412.) 

^ InanL] S. C.E, ; yiam,jl.L.; 
yitia, D, M» 

^ Octo,] E» ; ultra octo, A, 8. 
C. D, L. — Ce61raed died A.D. 
716. (Beda, lib. y. c. 24, § 462.) 

■ Ethelbaido . . . Alwiofratn.] 
Aethilbald came to the throne 
A.D. 710. In the Saxon Chro- 
nicle he is called the son of 
Alwy. 
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tUin 
ornr; 



757 



pronepote Pendse ex Alwio fratre. Hie alta pace 

et multo tempore, id est, quadraginta ano annis, 

renim perfunctus, et novissime 'a subjectis oc- 

i^Be-cisuSy fortunae rotam volyit: aoctor necis ejus 

feexMitod 'Bernredus nihil memorandum dedit, nisi qaod, 

byo4k.A.D.^^^ abOffa necatus, dignum finem insidiarum 

tulit. Huic Ethelbaldo 'Bonifacius archiepisco- 
pus MogontiacensiSy natione Anglus, qui postea 
martyrio coronatus est, misit epistolam, ^cujus 
hie partem subdam, ut videatur quam libere .ar- 
guat vitia jam in gente Anglorum inolevisse, 
quae Alcwinus timebat ventura esse. Simul et 
erit documentum ingens, in ostensis mortibus 
quorundam regum, quam districte Deus reos pu- 
niaty quos diu librata ira expectat. 

§ 80. * Domino carissimo, et in Christi amore 
AlrthUtekir castcris regibus Anglorum praeferendo^ Ethelbaldo, 
Bonifacius archiepiscopus, legatus Germanicus 
Romanas ecclesiae, perpetuam in Christo cari- 
tatis salutem. Confitemur coram Deo, quia, 
quando prosperitatem vestram ct fidem et bona 
opera audimus, laetamur; ^quando aliquid ad- 
versum, vel in eventu bellorum, vel de periculo 
animarum, de vobis cognoscimus, tristamur. Au- 
divimus enim quod, eleemosinis intentus, furta et 
rapinas prohibes, et pacem diligis, et defensor 
viduarum et pauperum es ; et inde Deo gratias 



Epiftle of 
Bonifaee to 



* A gubjectis occisua,'] Aethil- 
bald was slain at Seckington, 
in Warwickshire, A.D. 767, by 
Beornraedywho thereupon usurp- 
ed the throne. 

' Bernrediu.'] Beomraed was 
dethroned and slain by Offa 
A.D. 757. 

' Bonifacius archiepitcopus Mo- 
gontiacetuisJ] Boniface, whose 
original name was Winfrith, arch- 
bishop of Mayence, designated as 



the Apostle of the Germans, suf- 
fered martyrdom in Frisia; 6th 
June, A.D. 755. He addressed 
his admonitory epistle to Aethil- 
bald in the year 745. 

* Ct^u8 hie partem ntbdam,] 
The whole of this epistle is to be 
found in Wilkins's Concilia, vol. i. 
p. 87 ; and in Spelm. Cone. toI. i. 
p. 232. 

^ Quando,"] D, E, M, ; qoando 
autem,^. S, C. L. 
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agimus. Quod yero legitimam matrimonium 
spernis, si pro castitate faceres^ esset laudabile : 
sed quia in luxuria et in adulterio etiam cum 
sanctimonialibus volutaris, est vituperabile et 
damnabile ; nam et famam gloriae vestrse coram 
Deo et hominibus confundit, et inter idololatras 
constituit, quia templum Dei violasti. Qua- 
propter, fili carissime, 'poenite et memorare quam 
turpe sit, ut tu^ qui multis gentibus dono Dei 
dominarisy ad injuriam ejus sis libidinis servus. 
Audivimus praeterea quod optimates pene omnes 
gentis Merciorum tuo exemplo legitimas uxores 
deserant, et adulteras et sanctimoniales constu- 
prent ; quod, quam sit peregrinum ab honestate, 
doceat vos alienae gentis institutio : nam in an- 
tiqua Saxonia, ubi nulla est Christi cognitio, si 
virgo in paterna domo, vel maritata sub conjuge, 
fuerit adulterata, manu propria strangulatam 
cremant^ et supra fossam sepultse corruptorem 
suspendunt ; aut^ cingulo tenus yestibus abscissis, 
flagellant eam castae matronse et cultellis pun- 
g^nt^ et de yilla in yillam missao occurrunt novae 
flagellatriceSy donee interimant. Insuper et ^ Wi- 
nedi, quod est foedissimum genus hominum, hunc 
habent morem ; ut mulier, viro mortuo^ se in rogo 
cremati pariter arsura praecipitet. Si ergo gen- 
tiles^ Deum ignorantes^ tantum zelum castimonias 
habent, quid tibi conyenit, fili carissime, qui 
Christianus et rex es ? Parce ergo animae tuas ; 
parce multitudini populi tuo pereuntis exemplo, 
de quorum animabus redditurus es rationem. 
Attende et illud : quod si gens Anglorum, sicut 



> Peenite.] A. C, E, L. ; poe- 
niteat te, S, ; poenitere, D, M, 

* Wimedi,'] The Winedi were 



seated on the Vistula, near the 
Baltic. Cod. Gsesar. likewise 
reads < Winedi/ but Wilkins 
' apud Persas.' 



I 
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in Francia et Italia, et ab ipsis paganis nobis 
improperatur, spretis le^timis matrimoniis per 
adulteria deiiuit, nascitura ex tali commixtione 
sit gens ignava et Dei contemptrix, quae perditis 
moribus patriam pessundet; sicut Burgundionibus 
et Provincialibus et Hispanis contigit, quos Sa- 
raceni multis annis infestarunt propter peccata 
praeterita. Prasterea nunciatom est nobis, quod, 
multa privilegia ecclesiarum et monasteriorum 
auferens, ad hoc audendum duces ' tuo exemplo 
provoces. Sed recogita, quasso, quam terribilem 
vindictam Deus in anteriores reges exercuit ejus 
culpae conscioSy quam in te arg^uimus. Nam 
Chelredum ^prasdecessorem, stupratorem sancti- 
monialium, et ecclesiasticorum privilegiorum frac- 
torem, splendide cum suis comitibus epulantem 
spiritus malignus arripuit ; et sine confessione et 
viatico, cum diabolo sermocinanti, et legem Dei 
detestanti, animam extorsit. Osredum quoque, 
.regem Deirorum et Bemiciorum, earundem cul- 
parum reum, ita effraenem egit, ut regnum et juve- 
nilem astatem contemptibili morte amitteret 'Ka- 
rolus quoque, princeps Francorum, monasterio- 
rum multorum eversor, et ecclesiasticarum pecu- 
niarum in usus proprios commutator, longa tor- 
sione et verenda morte ^consumptus est. 

§ 81. * Quapropter, fili carissime, patemis et 
subnixis precibus deprecamur ut non despicias 
consilium patrum tuorum, qui pro Dei amore 
celsitudinem tuam appellare satagunt. Nihil 
.enim bono regi salubrius quam si talia commissa, 
cum arguuntur, libenter emendentur; quia per 
Salomonem dicitur, ^'^Qui diligit disciplinam, dili- 



* TiwJ D. E, Af. ; tuos, A, 8. 
C.L. 

* Pradecessorem,'] C, D. E, M. ; 
pnedecessorem tuum, A,S, L, 



' Karohu,^ Charles Martd. 

* Ccnsumphu est."] E, ; after 
' est,'A.S.C.D.L, read * Et infra.' 

* Qui diligit,'] Prov. xii. 1. 
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git sapientiam." Ideo, fill carissime^ ostendentes 
consiUum justum^ contestamur et obsecramus 
per viventem Deum, et per iilium ejus Jesum 
Christum^ et per Spiritum Sanctum, at recorderis 
quam fug^itiva sit vita prsesens et quam brevis, 
et quam momentanea delectatio spurcse carnis, 
et quam ignominiosum sit ut brevis vitae homo 
mala exempla in perpetuum posteris relinquat. 
Incipe ergo melioribus moribus vitam componere, 
et praeteritos errores juventutis corrigere, ut hie 
coram hominibus laudem habeas, et in futuro 
astema gloria gaudeas. Valere celsitudinem 
tuam, et in bonis moribus proficere, optamus.' 

§ 82. Hujus epistolsB competentes particulas Bontfue 
huic libello pro rerum notitia insui, partim auc- Arehbiihop 
tons verbis, partim meis, longas sententias, ut 
videbatur, abbrevians: cujus facti non injuste 
veniam paciscar, quia ad historiae ordinem fes- 
tinantibus velocitate dictionis consulendum erat* 
Porro misit idem Bonifacius ^ Cuthberto archie- 
piscopo ejusdem tenoris epistolam, hoc adjiciens, 
ut clericos et sanctimoniales de tenuitate et 
pompa vestium argueret. Praeterea, ne mira- 
retur quod alienum negotium ageret, cum sua 
nihil interesset quomodo et quibus moribus 
Anglorum gens viveret, sciret se a Gregorio 
papa tertio sacramento astrictum ne contermi* 
narum gentium mores apostolicae notitiae sub- 
traheret ; quapropter, blandis admonitionibus non 
succedentibus, acturum se ne hujusmodi vitia 
papam laterent. Sane de tenuitate vestium 
clericalium 'Alcwinus Adelardum archiepisco- 
pum, successorem Cuthberti, oblique castig^at. 



^ Cuthberto archiepiscopo .... 
cpiteotom.] The letter to Cuth- 
bert, archbishop of Canterbury, 
is printed in Willcins's Concilia, 



Tol. I. p. 90 ; and in Spelm. Cone 
vol. I. p. 2S7. 

* Akwmua,^ See Alcuin. Op. 
torn. I. p. 84,epi8t. i.xiii, note (b), 

i9 
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Svnodof 
A.D. 747. 



monenSy at com Romam vadens Karoloin mag- 
num imperatorem, nepotem Karoli de quo su- 
perius Bonifacios locatus est^ yisitaret, non ad- 
duceret clericos vel monachos yersicoloribas et 
pompaticis vestibus indutos, qaod non solerent 
Francorum clerici nisi religiosis vestibos amiciii. 
§ 83. Nee inanes esse potuere tanti viri epi- 
stolae, quas ille legationis ' suae, et compatriota- 
rum amoris intuitu, vigilatis sensibus emittebat. 
Namque et Cuthbertus archiepiscopus et rex 
Ethelbaldus concilium coegere, emendaturi su- 
perflua quas ille increpasset. 'Cujus sjmodi ac- 
tionem, multo gyro verborum yolutatam, nunc 
supersedeo intexere, quia, ut opinor, conveni- 
entius ^alium laboris nostri locum ^occupabit, 
cumad^recensionem episcoporum ventum fiierit; 
sed quia regum res in manu habemus, scriptum 
Ethelbaldi, devotionis ejus index, ^quodineodem 
concilio factum est, subnectam. 
Kfcy^fl- § 84. ' 'Plerumque contingere solet, pro in- 
S) 749 ^^^ temporum vicissitudine, ut ea quae mul- 
tarum fidelium personarum testimonio consilio- 

* Sva, rf.] S. C. D, E, ; after 
* Buae/ A» reads ' memor/ and 
omits ' et;' L. omits < et* after 
' suae/ 

* Ci{fir« tynodi actionem,'] See 
Wilkins*s Concilia, vol. i. p. 94. 
Malmesbury (De Gestis Pontif.) 
places this synod in the year 747 ; 
the MS. of Florence of Worcester 
(in Corpus Christi Coll. Oxford) 
in the year 748. King Aethil- 
bald's charter, said by Malmes- 
bury to have been granted at this 
council, is dated in 749, in the 
thirty-third year of Aethilbald's 
reign. If, therefore, the synod 
of Clofesho was held in 747, as 
the best authorities affirm, Aethil- 
bald's charter, which is, more- 
orer, dated from Godmundes- 
laech, could not hare been granted 



in that council. Aethilbald 
firmed the privilege of Wihtraed 
of Kent in the council of Qo- 
fesho, holden A.D. 742, which 
may have misled Malmesbury. 

'^^tttm labortB wogtri loctan.] 
See Malmes. De Gestis Pontific 
lib. I ; De Archiepiscopis Doro- 
bemensibus. Script post Be- 
dam ; Lond. 1696, p. 112. 

^ OccupahitJ] E, ; occupabunt, 
A, S. D. L, ; obtinebunty C 

* RecennomemJ] S, C, ; reoen* 
sitionem, D. £. L. 

^ QuodineodemamcUiofmctmm 
ettJ] See supra, note K 

7 Plerumque . . . Deo oervUmi,'] 
The whole of Aethilbald's charter, 
of which this is but an extract, 
is printed in Cod« Dip. JEwi Sax* 
on. tom. I. p. 119, No. xoix. 
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que roborata fuerint, fraudulenter per contu- 
maciam plurimorum, et machinamenta simula- 
tionis, sine ulla consideratione rationis, periculose 
dissipentur ; nisi auctoritate literarum, et testa- 
mento chirographorum, aetemse memoriae inserta 
sint. Quapropter ego Ethelbaldus^ rex Merci- 
orum^ pro amore coelestis patriae, et remedio 
animse meae, studendum esse ^providi ut eam per 
bona opera liberam efficerem ab omni vinculo 
'peccatorum. Dum enim mihi omnipotens Deus 
per misericordiam clementiae suae, absque ullo 
antecedente merito, sceptra regiminis largitus 
est, ideo libenter ei ex eo quod dedit retribuo. 
Hujus rei gratia ^hanc donationem me vivente 
concedo, ut omnia monasteria et ecclesiae regni 
mei a publicis yectigalibus, et operibus, et oneri- 
bus, absolvantur ; nisi instructionibus arcium 
yel pontium, quae nuUi unquam relaxari possunt. 
Praeterea habeant famuli ^Dei propriam liber- 
tatem in fructibus sylvarum et agrorum, et in 
captura piscium; nee munuscula yel regi yel 
principibus praebeant, nisi yoluntaria ; sed liberi 
Deo seryiant/ et caetera. 

§ 85. Bonifacio successit ^Lullus, et ipse na-Lanutsne- 
tione Anglus, de cujus sanctitate 'et yita beatieue^AD. 
'Goaris loquitur, et hi yersus, quos jam inde a 
pueritia memini me audisse, protestantur : 

Antistes LuUus, quo non est sanctior ullus : 
Pollens diyina, tribuente Deo, medicina 
Occurrit morbis, ut totus praedicat orbis. 



' Providi,'] D»E,M, ; prasvidi, 
A» St C« X>* 

* Peecatonm,'] S. C. D.E,; 
delictomm, A, L. 

' Hone,] S. C. D. E. ; omitted 
in A. L. 

* Dei.] S. C. D. £. ; omitted 
iiiil.X. 



* LulhuJ] LulluB wa« appointed 
by Boniface his successor in the 
see of Mayence A.D. 766. 

« Et rite.] C. D. E.M.; in 
vita. A, L, 

7 Gooru.] C. D. L. M. ; after 
' Goaris ' A, reads ' scriptor.' 
See the life of St. Goar, Act. SS. 
Ord. S. Bened. saec. ii. p. 370. 



A.D. W. 
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§ 86. Vemntamen, nt historiam repetam, sac- 
cessit Ethelbaldo ' Offa, quinto genu Pendse ab- 
nepoSy yir ingentis animi, et qui omnia quae 
mente concepisset efficere proponeret, regnavit- 
qoe anno uno minus quadraginta. Hujus gesta 
cum considerOy animus hseret in dubio utrum 
probem an improbem. Ita in uno eodemque 
homine modo virtutibus se yitia palliabant, modo 
yirtutes vitiis succedebant^ ut ambigeres ' 'quo 
teneres node mutantem Protea vultus;' singu- 
lorum documenta sermo percurret. 'Cum rege 

A.D. 777. West-Saxonum Kinewulfo aperto marte congres- 
sus palmam leviter obtinuit, quamvis esse! ille 
bellator non ignobilis. Idem, cum magis sibi 

A.D. 7M. dolo sestimaret successurum, ^regem Ethelbrihtum, 
magnarum promissionum lenociniis ad se accitum, 
et intra palatium suum fraudulentis assentatio- 
nibus delinitum, inopinate capite spoliari fecit, 
regnumque Oricntalium Anglorum, quod ille 
tenuerat, indebite pervasit. 

oAfemds § 87. ^Reliquias beati Albani, adillud tempus 

uryotBu obscure reconditas, et reverenter eleyan, et m 

AllMii'a 

A.D.7n; scrinio, quantum regia magfuanimitas poterat, 
gemmis et auro decorato componi praecepit; 
basilica pulcherrimi operis ibi aedificata, et mo- 
nachorum congregatione adunata. Idemque in 
Deum peryicax, ^sedem archiepiscopatus, olim 



1 Ojfo.] Offa, having expelled 
Beornraed, succeeded, by general 
consent of the kingdom, A.D. 
757. 

' Quo teneres nodo mutantem 
Protea vultus, "] Quo teneam vul- 
tus mutantem Protea nodo ? Hor. 
lib. I. £p. 1, lin. 90. 

* Cum rege West-Saxonum 
KinewulfoJ] See note % p. 67. 

* Regem Ethelbrihtum 

eapite spoliari fecit, ^ Aethelberht, 
king of East Anglia, was put to 
death by Oflii A.D. 708. 



^Reliquias beoH Albami.^ In 
the year 793, a monaatery was 
commenced by Ofia in honottr of 
St. Alban, whose relics he caused 
to be removed thither, five hundred 
and seven years after St Alban's 
death. See the life of Ofia an- 
nexed to the edition of Matthew 
Paris. Lond. 1640. 

^ Sedem archiepiscopahu .... 
tJi Lich^eUam.] Before the death 
of Jaenberht, or, as he is often 
miscalled, Lambert, archbishop of 
Canterbury, A.D. 701, King Ofik 
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Cantuariae fundatam^ in Lichefeldam transferre 
conatus est, invidens scilicet Cantuaritis archie- 
piscopatus fastigium. Quapropter Lanbrihtum 
archiepiscopum^ multis sudoribus fatigutuniy ere- 
braque sedis apostolicae et nova et vetera edicta 
proferentem^ tandem omnium praediorum quae 
intra terminos sues erant, et episcopatuum di- 
tione, privavit. Per Adriannm i^tur apostoli- 
cum, quem verisimilibus assertionibns din fati^ 
gaveraty (sicnt occnpatis animis multa illicita 
subtrahi et subripi possunt.) obtinuit nt archie- and converts 

'^ *^ '' Lichfield into 

piscopatus Merciorum apud Lichefeldam esset, an arcMepi- 
omnesque pontiiices Merciorum provinciae illi a.d. 790. 
subjicerentur, quorum haec fuere nomina ; Dene* 
bertus Wigomensis episcopus^ Werenbertus Le- 
gacestrensis^ Edulfus Sidnacestrensis, Wul- 
heard Herefordensis ; et episcopi Orientalium 
Anglorum^ Alheard Helmanensis^ Titfrid Dam- 
mucensis; vocabatur autem episcopus Liche- 
feldensis Aldulfus. Remanserunt vero archi- 
episcopo Cantuariensi episcopi quatuor ; Londo- 
niensiSy Wintoniensis^ Rofensis^ Sele^iensis. Ho- 
rum episcopatuum quidam adhuc manent, ^qui- 
dam alias translati, quidam venali ambitu al- 
teris uniti; nam Legacestrensis, et Sidnaces- 
trensis^ et Dammucensis (incertum quo eventu) 
hodie non extant. Nee porro in his rapacitas 
Offae stetity sed multarum ecclesiarum, inter 
quae Malmesbiriensis, praedia publicus expilator 
abrasit : sed non diu canonicas regulas haec 
temeravit iniquitas ; namque mox successor Offae 
KenulfuSy nulli ante se regi potentia vel reli- 



obtained from Pope Adrian per- 
mission to erect Lichfield into an 
archiepiscopal see. Jaenberht*s 
contest with Offa on that subject 
probably happened in the year 
785, as in that year the Saxon 



Chronicle states he was deprired 
of a part of his see. See also 
Florence of Worcester, an. 785, 
and Vit. Offae,p. 91. 

* Quidam alias trandati.'] A . S, 
C. D. L. M» ; omitted in £. 



120 



GBSTA RB6UM AN6L0RUM. [UB. I. 



CAenmilf's 
epistle to 
Pope Leo. 



gione impar, missa Leoni Adriani successor! 
epistola, JSthelardum successorem Lanbrihti in 
pristinam dignitatem sublevaTit; nnde 'Albinns 
in epistola ad eundem ^thelardom: '* Audita 
prosperitate itineris vestri, et reversionis in pa- 
triam, et quomodo ab apostolico snscepti fnistis, 
toto cordis aflfectu gratias egi Domino Deo nos- 
tro, qui magno clementise dono prospero itinere 
vestram yiam direxit, et dedit yobis gratiam 
in conspectu apostolici^ yotique compotem red- 
ire in patriam concessit, et 'primi doctoris nos- 
tri sacratissimam sedem ad pristinam dignita- 
tem per te iterum exaltare dignatus est' Re- 
galis igitur epistolse partem, simul et pontificatis, 
apponere dignum reor, quamvis anticipare tem- 
porum seriem videar ; sed ideo hoc faciam, quia 
difficilius contexo interrupta, quam absolve in- 
stituta. 

§ 88. ' ^Domino beatissimo et yere amantissimo 
'Leoni, sanctse et apostolicse sedis Romanse ponti- 
fici, Kenulfus gratia Dei rex Merciorum, cum epi- 
scopis, ducibus, et omni sub nostra ditione digni- 
tatis gradu, sincerissimae dilectionis in Christo 
salutem. Gratias omnipotenti Deo semper agi- 
mus, qui ecclesiam, suo pretioso sanguine adqui- 
sitam, inter diyersas mundi hujus procellas, novis 
semper, prioribus ad yitam sumptis, suescit du- 
cibus ad portum salutis attrahere, eamqne noya 
luce infundere, quatenus nuUo sit tenebrarum 
errore fiiscata, sed viam yeritatis inoffenso pede 



^Albinu8,'\ A. D. E. L.; Ale- 
ninug, S, C. See note *, p. 03. 

' Audita prosperitate . . . dig- 
natus est."] Vide Alcuin. Op. torn. 
I. p. 84» epist LXiii. 

• Primi doctoris nostrij] St. 
Augustme, archbishop of Can- 
terbury. 



* Domino beatissimo . . . custo- 
diat incolumem.'] This letter is 
printed by Wilkins, Concilia, yoI. 
I. p. 163, from Malmesbury. 

^Leoni,"] Leo III, elected pope 
2Gth Dec. 795, died 11th June 
816. See note \ p. 100. 
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gradiatur : node merito omnis per orbem exnltat 
ecclesia, quia cum omninm yems Remunerator 
bonorum gloriosissimum gregis sui pastorem 
Adrianum perpetuo remunerandum super aethera 
duxisset, snis tamen ovibus pia erexit providentia 
praBvium, qui scit ovile Dominicnm ad caulas non 
inferius vitse agitare. Nos quoque merito, quos 
extremitas orbis tenet, eodem modo prae caeteris 
gloriamur, quia illius sublimitas nostra salus est, 
illius prosperitas nobis perennis exultatio ; quia 
unde tibi apostolica dignitas, inde nobis fidei Ve- 
ritas innotuit: quapropter opportunum arbitror 
tuis Sanctis jussionibus aurem obedientiae nos- 
tras humiliter inclinari, et quae tuae pietati rite 
nobis sequenda yideantur toto nisu implenda; 
quae vero ration! contraria deprehensa fuerint 
citius declinanda, ac interim a nobis ^ omnimodis 
resecanda. Sed modo ego Kenulfus, gratia Dei 
rex, excellentiam tuam humilis exoro, ut te sine 
offensione animi vestri, de profectu nostro, ut 
optamus, liceat alloqui, quatenus me in gremium 
pietatis tuae tranquilla pace percipias, et quem 
meritorum nulla facultas erigit, larga benedic- 
tionis tuae ubertas ad plebem suam regendam lo- 
cupletet; ut una mecum gentem, quam vestra 
apostolica auctoritas fidei rudimentis imbuit, per 
intercessionem tuam contra impetus exterorum 
Omnipotens erigat, et per se regnum, quod ipse 
Deus dedit nobis, dilatare dignetur. Hanc bene- 
dictionem omnes, qui ante me sceptro praefuere 
Merciorum, meruerunt ab antecessotibus tuis adi- 
pisci ; hanc ipse humilis peto, et a vobis (O sanc- 
tissimi!) impetrare cupio, quatenus in primis 
adoptionis sorte me tibi filium suscipias, sicuti 
te in patris persona diligo, et totis obedientiae 

* OmnimodisJ] A. CD, L, M. ; omnfanodo, 8, ; omnimode, E. 
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viribus semper amplector. Decet enim inter tan- 
tas personas fides sancta serrariy et inTiolata 
caritas custodiri ; quia patema pietas filiomm fe- 
licitas in Deo esse credenda est, ' secundum illud 
Ezechiae, ''Pater filiis notam faciet veritatem tuam, 
Domine." In quibus verbis te (amande genitor) 
imploro, ut filio tuo, tam si indigno, veritatem 
Domini tnis verbis sacrosanctis notam facere non 
deneges, ut per tuam sanam eruditionem, Deo 
adjuvante, ad melioris vitse propositum merear 
pervenire. Quin etiam, dulcissime, cum omnibus 
episcopis nostris, et cujuscunque apud nos digni- 
tatis persona, deprecor uti nobis de multimodis 
inquisitionibuSy super quibus maximam subtili- 
tatem vestram dignum duximus perquirere, be- 
nigne respondeas, ne sanctorum traditio patrum, 
et ab illis tradita nobis regula, quasi incog^nita 
per aliquid vitietur in nobis ; sed sermo tuus di- 
rectus nobis in caritate et mansuetudine veniat, 
ut per Dei misericordiam profuturum in nobis 
perficiat fructum. Primum namque est quod pon- 
tifices nostri ac peritissimi quique in nobis di- 
cunt quod contra canones et apostolica statuta, 
quae nobis a patre beatissimo Gregorio dirigente 
statuta sunt, sicut vos scitis, auctoritas Dorover- 
nensis metropolitani in duas scindatur parochias, 
cujus (eodem patre mandante) ditioni subjacere 
debent episcopi duodecim, sicut per ecclesias nos- 
tras legitur in epistola quam fratri et coepiscopo 
Augustino direxit de duobus Londoniae et Ebora- 
C8B metropolis episcopis, quam etiam apud vos 
haberi non dubitamus. Sed ipse primum pontifi- 
calis apex, qui tunc Londoniae sub honore et or- 
namento pallii fuerat coDScriptus, pro eo Doro- 
vemensi oblatus est, atque concessus. Nam 

' Secundum iUud Ezechia.] Isiuah xxxviii. 19. 
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quia beatse recordationis Augnstinus, qni verbum 
Dei, imperante Gregorio, Anglomm genti minis- 
trabaty et gloriosissime ecclesiis prsefuit Saxoniae^ 
in eadem civitate diem obiit, et corpus illius in 
basilica beati Petri apostolorum principis, quam 
successor ejus Laurentius sacrayit,. conditum fu- 
isset, visum est cunctis gentis nostras sapientibus 
quatenus in ilia civitate metropolitanus honor 
haberetur ubi 'corpore pausat qui his partibus 
fidei veritatem inseruit. Cujus itaque, sicut vos 
scitis^ dignitatis honorem primum rex Offa, prop- 
ter inimicitiam cum venerabili Lanberto et gente 
Cantuariorum acceptam^ avertere, et in duas pa- 
rochias dissipare, nisus ; et piissimus coepiscopus 
et antecessor vester Adrianus^ rogatu praedicti 
regis, facere coepit quod prius nemo praesumpsit, 
et Merciorum praesulem pallio extulit. Neutrum 
tamen ex his culpamus, quos Christus, ut credit 
mus, a&tema victoria triumphat. Sed tamen ex- 
cellentiam vestram humiles exoramus, quibus a 
Deo merito sapientiae clavis collata est, ut super 
hac causa cum sapientibus vestris quaeratis, et 
quicquid vobis videatur, nobis postea servandum, 
rescribere dignemini ; ne tunica Christi inconsu-' 
tills alicujus inter nos dissensionis scisma pa- 
tiatur, sed per vestram sanam doctrinam, ut de- 
sideramus, ad verae pacis unitatem dirigatur. 
Magna enim humilitate simul et dilectione haec 
tibi scripsimus, papa beatissime, clementiam tuam- 
profusius precantes quatenus ad ea, quae a nobis 
necessario explicita sunt, benigne et juste re- 
spondeas. S^ et illam epistolam, quam Ethel- 
ardus archiepiscopus coram cunctis provincial!- 
bus episcopis nostris multiplicius de suis, ac' 



' Corjwre pauMt,"] C. D. £. ill. ; corpus pau6at, L. ; corpus ejus 
pausat, A. S, 



I 

4 
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PepeliM^t 

•puttoto 

CAoiuttlt 



totius Britannise cansis et necessitatibns, tibi 
scripsity pio amore perscrutari digneris, et quic- 
quid de rebuSy quae in ea scripta sunt, fidei nor- 
mala poscat, pagina nobis veritatis patefacere 
memineris : ergo prseterito anno legationem 
meam etiam et episcoporum per Wadan abbatem 
misimus ; at ille, accipiens illam legationem, seg- 
niter, immo insipienter, dedoxit. Sed modo tibi 
modicum, amoris gratia, munus per Birine pres- 
byterum, et Fildas et Cheolberth ministros meos, 
(pater amande,) mitto, quod est centum viginti 
' mancusas, cum Uteris, precans te ut benigne sus- 
cipias, et benedictionem tuam nobis donare dig- 
neris. Omnipotens Deus te longaevo tempore ad 
laudem suss sanctds ecclesiae custodiatincolumem.' 
§ 89. ' 'Domino excellentissimo filio Kenulfo, regi 
Merciorum proTincise Saxoniae, Leo papa. Veni- 
ens ad sacratissima limina beatorum apostolorum 
Petri et Pauli, tam orationis vota fideliter solvens, 
quamque nostrse apostolicae sedi causam sui sa- 
cerdotii suggerens, reverendissimus et sanctissi- 
mus frater noster Ethelardus archiepiscopus Do- 
rovemensis ecclesise obtulit nobis vestrse r^^alis 
excellentise syllabas ; quibus in duabus epistolis 
a vobis directis, plenis fidei rectds, mag^am bumi- 
litatem vestram reperientes, omnipotenti Deo 
referimus grates, qui vestram prudentissimam 
excellentiam in omnibus omavit ac decoravit, 
erga beatum Petrum apostolorum principem, et 
nobiscum habere dilectionem, et in omnibus apos- 
tolicis humiliter consentire censuris. Porro in 



^ManeuMsJ] S. C. £. ; man- 
culas, A, D. L, — ^The value of 
the mancus is doubtful: some- 
times it appears to mean the same 
with mark ; at others it is sup- 
posed equal to thirty pence of the 
money of that time, or seven 



shillings and sixpence. (Shaipe, 
90.) 

' Domino exeeUentianmo . . . 
o6j«rvaiidicm tradidimms,'] This 
letter is printed in Wilkins's Con- 
cilia, vol. I. p. 165, from Malmes- 
bury. 
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una ex iUis epistolis reperimus qualiter gratia 
nostras apostolicse functionis, si juxta iiiissetis^ 
animam vestram pro nobis posuissetis benigne ; 
immo et nostras prosperitati multum in Domino 
congaudeatis, et qnando nostras dnlcissimas ad« 
monitionis literas ad vestras unanimitatis penre- 
niunt aures, cum omni saavitate cordis et gaudio 
spiritali, quasi filii, patemum munus suscipere 
fatemini. Fatebatur vero et hoc, quod aliquan- 
tulam ex vestra facultate benedictionem nobis of- 
ferri demandastis, id est, centum viginti ^mancusas^ 
quas cum magno amore pro animas vestras salute 
suscepimus. Et prasdictus archiepiscopus cum 
sociis suis honorifice ac benigne a nobis susceptus 
est, et adjuvari eum in suis necessitatibus libenter 
fecimus. Interea credentes vestras prudentissimas 
excellentias, ubi ferebatur in ipsis tuis regalibus 
apicibus quod nostris apostolicis sanctionibus 
nullus Christianus contraire prsesumit; ideo totis 
nisibus nostris ea quas tuo regno expediunt 
emittere atque prasdicare conamur^ ut ea quas 
Yobis praslatus frater noster Ethelardus archiepi- 
scopus, sen tota synodus evang^Iicas atque apos- 
tolicas doctrines sanctorumque patrum, nee non 
praedecessorum sanctorum nostrorum pontificum, 
canonica censura prasdicante, vestras regali excel- 
lentias, seu cunctis principibus gentis vestras, et 
universo populo Dei, edisserit, nequaquam in or- 
thodoxa eorum doctrina quippiam resistere de- 
beatis. Domino ac Redemptore nostro in evangelio 
dicente, ubi ait, '^ 'Qui vos recipit, me recipit ; et 
qui recipit prophetam in nomine prophetas, mer- 
cedem prophetas accipiet." Quanto magis pro 
ipso saspedicto archiepiscopo, quem nobis valde 



' MtmcuMiJ] S. C. £. ; maii< 
cuUs, A. D, L, 



' Qui vat . . .pr9pAfte«cctptef.] 
Matt X. 40, 41. 
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nimisque coUaudastiSy sicuti et est videlicet ^cla- 
rissimus atque peritissimus, et quia ilium scitis 
prudentem, bonis ornatum moribus, Deo et ho- 
miuibus di^num; ecce (fill dulcissime et aman- 
tissime atque prsestantissime, rex bone,) in his 
tuis assertionibus coUaudamus Deum omnipo- 
ten tern qui talem vobis demonstravit antistitem, 
qui, sicut verus pastor, indicere verbis secundum 
doctrinam sanctarum scripturarum dignam poeni- 
tentiam valet, et eruere, qui sub ditione sacerdo- 
tali ejus existunt, animas eorum ex inferno infe- 
riore, et ab igne inextinguibili deducens eos et 
infraducens in portum salutis, et oflferre pro illis 
hostiam dignam et immaculatam in conspectu divi- 
nse majestatis omnipotenti Deo. Et quia multum 
nobis prsenominatus archiepiscopus in omni sane- 
titate sua et vitas conversatione ultro citroque 
placuit, valde nimis ei credentes, ex auctoritate 
ei beati Petri apostolorum principis, cujus vel 
immeriti vices gerimus, talem praebuimus pra^u- 
latum, ut si quispiam ex subjectis suis, tam re- 
gibus et principibus quamque universo populo, 
transgressus fuerit Dominica mandata, excommu- 
nicet eum usque poeniteat, et, si impoenitens fu- 
erit, sit vobis sicut ethnicus et pubUcanus. De 
vero Ethelardo jam facto archiepiscopo Dorover- 
nensis ecclesiae, sicut a nobis poposcit vestrorum 
praesulum excellentia, ut ei justitiam faceremus 
de ipsis dioecesibus suis, tam episcoporum quam- 
que monasteriorum, quibus illicite, ut vos cogno- 
vistis, expoliatus est, et a venerabili sede ejus, 
quas dudum tenuit, ablatae sunt, nos, per omnia 
enucleatius trutinantes, in sacro scrinio nostro re- 
perimus sanctum Gregorium, praedecessorem ^nos- 



' Clari$simu8 atque peritissi- 
I.] S. C. D. E, ; clarissimus, 

digniBsimuB, cariMimiiB, atque 

peritiBsimii8, A, L. 



* Nostrum.'] S. C. £.; after 
' nostrom/ A. L, read ' in ipsa 
sancta sede, omnia;' D. Jf. read 
the same, omitting * nottrum/ 
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trum, in integro ipsam parochiam numero ' duo- 
decim beato Augustino syncello suo archiepiscopo 
tradidisscy et confirmasse episcopos consecrandi. 
Unde et nos (veritate ipsa reperta) ordinatione 
sea confirmatione nostra apostolica auctoritate 
eas illi in integro, sicut antiquitus fuerunt, con- 
stituentes reddidimus, et privilegium confirma- 
tionis, secundum sacrorum canonum censuram^ 
ecclesise suae observandum tradidimus.' 

^ 90. Oflfa interea, ne sibi fraudi forent dure in ook marriM 

^ . . , J . J. . hU daughter 

provinciales admissa, undique amicos reges ve- to Beorbtric 
nans, pacemque concilians, 'Brithrico regi West- a.d. 787. 
Saxonum filiam Edelburgam nuptum dedit. Ka- 
rolum magnum regem Francorum frequentibus His amity 

, ^. ,r° . ® .. . ^ - ., withCharle- 

tegationibus amicum paravit, quamTis non facile nugne. 
quod suis artibus conduceret in Karoli animo in- 
venerit: discordaverant antea, adeo ut magnis 
motibus utrobique concurrentibus, etiam negotia- 
torum commeatus prohiberentur. Est ^epistola 
Albini, hujusce rei index, cujus partem hie appo- 
nam, documentum ingens magnanimitatis et for- 
titudinis Karoli, qui omnem setatem triyerit in 
bellis contra paganos Deo rebelles. 

§ 91. * *Antiqui/ inquit, * Saxones, et omnes Fre- Pamue* 
sonum populi, instante rege Karolo, alios prae^miis coin's epia- 
et alios minis solicitante, ad fidem Christi con- 
versi sunt; sed anno transacto idem rex cum 
^xercitu irruit super Sclavos, eosque subegit suse 
ditioni. Avares, quos nos Hunos dicimus, exar- 
Berunt in Italiam, et, a ducibus prsefati regis 
Christianis superati, domum cum opprobrio re- 



1 Duodecim.'i A. S. C. £. L. ; 
duodecim episcopomm, D. M. 

' Brithrieo regi Wett-Saxmmm 
JUiam Edellmrgam nuptum dedit.'] 
See note ', p. 69. 

* Epistola ^/6tiit.] The whole 
of this letter is printed by Ussher, 



(Vetenxm Epistolamm Hibemi- 
carum Sylloge, 4to. Paris, 1665,) 
epist. XVIII. p. S6, and Alcoln. 
Op. torn. I. p. 6. ep. in. 

* Antiqui jSoxoNtft.] i. e. West- 
phalians. 
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versi sunt. Similiter et super Baugariam irme* 
runt, qui et ipsi ab exercitu Christiano superati 
et dispersi sunt. Etiam et ejusdem Christianis* 
simi regfis duces et tribuni multam partem His- 
panise tulerunt a Saracenis quasi trecenta millia 
in long^m per maritima; sed heu, proh dolor! 
quod iidem maledicti Saraceni (qui et Agareni) 
tota dominantur AfiHca et Asia Majori maxima 
ex parte. Nescio quid de nobis ventnrum sit: 
aliquid enim dissensionis, diabolico fomento in- 
flammante, nuper inter regem Karolum et r^em 
Offam exortum est, ita ut utrinque navigatio in- 
terdicta uegotiantibus cesset. Sunt qui dicant 
nos pro pace esse in illas partes mittendos/ 

§ 92. In his verbis, prseter ilia quae superius 
notavi, poterit curiosus animadvertere quantum 
jam annorum effluxerit ex quo Saraceni Affricam 
et Asiam Majorem invaserint. Et profecto, nisi 
Dei dementia ingenitum robur Francorum impe- 
ratorum animasset, pridem Europam subjugas- 
sent. Adeo contemptis imperatoribus Constan- 
tinopolitanis Siciliam et Sardiniam et Baleares 
insulas, et pene omnes terras quse pelago cin- 
guntur, praeter Rhodum et Cretam et Ciprum, 
occupaverant : sed nostris diebus per North- 
mannos Siciliam, per Pisanos Corsicam et Sar- 
diniam, per Francos et omnis generis ex Europa 
Cbristianos magnam partem Asiae, et ipsam Je- 
rusalem, relinquere coacti sunt ; de quibus quia in 
^sequentibus amplior erit narrandi locus, nunc, ex 
verbis Karoli foedus firmum inter eum et Offam 
compactum subjiciam. 
Sf^t*! § 93. * * Karolus, ' gratia Dei rex Francorum et 

alstleto 
b. 

' Sequeniilnu.'] C. D. E. M. ; kins's Concilia, vol. i. p. 168, and 

consequentibus, A . S. L, in Alcuin. Op. torn. ii. App. p. 618. 

* Karolus . . . seriea.] Charle- * Graiia Det.] S, C, D, E, M.; 

magne's letter is printed in Wil- omitted in A, L, 
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Longobardomm^ et patricius Romanorum, viro 
venerando et fratri carissimo Offse regi Merciorum 
salutem. Primo g^ratias agimus omnipotenti Deo 
de catholicse fidei sinceritate quam in vestris lau- 
dabiliter pagfinis reperimus exaratam. De pe- 
regrinis vero, qui^ pro amore Dei et salute ani- 
marum suaruniy beatorum apostolomm limina 
desiderant adire, cum pace sine omni pertarba- 
tione vadant ; sed si aliqui, non religioni servi- 
entesy sed lucra sectantes, inveniantor inter eos^ 
locis opportunis statuta solvant thelonia. Ne- 
gotiatores quoque volumus^ at ex mandato nos- 
tro patrocinium habeant in regno nostro legi- 
time ; et si in aliquo loco injusta affligantur op- 
pressione, reclament se ad nos vel nostros ju- 
dices, et plenam jubebimus justitiam fieri. Cog- 
noscat quoque dilectio vestra^ quod aliquam be* 
nignitatem de dalmaticis nostris vel palliis ad 
singulas sedes episcopales regni vestri vel ^Ethcl- 
redi direximus in eleemosinam domini apostolici 
A.driani, deprecantes at pro eo intercedi jubeatis ; 
nuUam habentes dubitationem beatam illius 'ani- 
mam in requie esse^ sed at fidem et dilectionem 
ostendamus in amicom nobis carissimum. Sed 
et de thesauro humanarum rerum^ quern Domi- 
nos Jesus nobis gpratuita pietate concessit^ aliquid 
per metropolitanas civitates direximus ; vestrae 
quoque dilectioni unum baltheum et unum gla- 
dium Huniscum, et duo pallia serica/ 

§ 94. Haec saltuatim verba epistolae decerpens, emmoi, 
iccirco apposui, ut posteris elucescat amicitia^ ''^' 
Offvd et Karoli ; cujus familiaritate fretus, licet 
multorum impeteretur odio^ dulci tamen vitam 
consumpsit otio, et 'Eg^ertum filium, ante mortem 



> Etkelredi.] Aethelred, or Ae- 
thelberhty of Northumbria died 
IMh April 796. 



' iiiitjiiajii tR requie e«M.] Ad- 
rum died 25th December 796. 
' EgferimmJUimm^ante mortem 

X 
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suam in regem inunctum, 'successoiem dimisit. 
lUe sedulo patemae immanitatis yestigia decli- 
nans, privilegia omniom ecclesiarain, quae seculo 
suo genitor attenuaveraty prona devotione reyo- 
cayit. Prsedium qaoqae, quod pater Malmes- 
biriee abstulerat, reddidit in maun Cuthberti tone 
illius loci abbatis, hortatu Ethelaidi archiepiscopi 
Cantuariae, strenui sane et Deo digni yiri, quern 
abbatem ibi foisse ante Cathbertom constans 

g^<^ opinio 'asseyerat. Itaquc com spes egregiae 
indolis primis annis Egferti adoleret, saeya mors 
yemantis aetatis florem messuit ; ^ unde Osberto 
patricio Albinos : ' Non arbitror quod nobilissi- 
mas juyenis Egfertus propter peccata sua mortuns 
sit, sed quia pater suus pro confirmatione reg^ 
ejus multum sanguinem effudit/ ^Post quatuor 
ergo menses regni excedens, Kenulfom, quinto 
genu nepotem Pendae ex fratre Kenwalkio, r^em 
constituit. 

a^^tm' § ^^* Kenulfus, in primis mag^Us yir et yir- 

tutibus famam supergrediens, nihil quod liyor 
digne carperet unquam admisit ; domi religiosus, 
in bello yictoriosus, yir cujus laudes merito 
nitentur in altum, quamdiu a^uus arbiter in 
Anglia inyenietur, laudandus turn regni sublimi- 

nutm in regem numetmn.] £cg- ' Aueverai,'] C. £. ; after * as- 

frith was consecrated king during seyerat,' A,S.D, L,M. read ' hoc 

his father's lifetime, A.D. 787. argumenti assumens quod defuno- 

' Succeuorem dtmwti.] Offadied turn se eo loci tumulari fecerit,' 

89thJuly,A.D.796,andwa88uc- • ft j ^^ i_« *_: • jii- 

ceeded bv his son Ecirfnth who ^~^ Otherto patrteto Albt- 

ce^ea by ms son nxgmui, who ^ ^^ ^ ^ Alcuin's 

died m the same year. Some co- il /* «. ^^ * \ u 

^i^ ^e *u- G m. «• 1 m works (tom. I. p. 74, note c) ob- 

pies of the Saxon Chronicle, Flo- _ ^u * *i. V.^ * lu-^ 

-L ^ XMT s. J lu senres, that the letter from which 

rence of Worcester, and others, m, , '. u a *^j *v 

incorrecUypUce the death of Oflk Malmedjury h^ extnurted tbi. 

intheyeiim. Theletterftom P«»««<' •» not known. 

Charlemagne to Offa, written be- * Post quatMar ergo mtfuet reg" 

fore April 796, mentions the death ni excedeiuy Kem^fum . . . regem 

of Adrian ;consequentlyOffa must amstihUL^ Elcgfrith died after a 

have been living after the death of few months' reign, and C^eniralf 

that pope, which took place on the was appointed his sucoeasor. 
S6th Dec. 795. 
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tate, turn mentis humilitatey qua enituit amplis- 
sime quandOy ^ at supra diximuSy dignitatem ^Can- a.d. 7m. 
tuariam labefactatam refecit ; parum faciens rex 
mundanum in sua provincia supercilium, dum- 
modo antiquitus statutum non transgrederetur 
tramitem canonnm. Contra Cantuaritas succes- 
sivum ab OiSa suscipiens odium, regionem illam 
valide afflixit ; ^regemque eorum Edbrithtum cog- 
nomine ^Pren yinctum abduxit, sed non multo 
post, humana miseratione mollitus, solvendum 
curavit: nam apud Winchelcumbam, ubi eccle- 
siam, quae adhuc superest, Deo exaedificaverat, 
ipsa dedicationis die regem captivum ad altare 
manumittens libertate palpavit, memorabile cle- 
mentise suae spectaculum exhibens. Aderat ibi- 
dem munificenti® regi» applausor 'Cuthredus, 
quern iUe Cantuaritis regem praefecerat. Sonabat 
basilica plausibus, platea fremebat discursibus, 
^quod in conventu tredecim episcoporum, decem 
ducum, nullus largitiatis pateretur repulsam, 
omnes suflfarcinatis marsupiis abirent; nam 
praeter ilia xenia quae magnates susceperant, in- 
aestimabilis scilicet pretii et numeri, in utensili- 
buSy vestibus, equis electissimis, omnibus qui 
agros non habebant libram argenti, presbyteris 
mancam auri, monachis solidum unum, postre- 
mo toti populo multa erogavit. Idem monas- 
terium cum mag^is redditibus, quantum hoc 



' Ut supra diximusJ] See antea, 
^87, pp. 119,120. 

' CatUuttriam.'] E, ; CaDtua- 
rie, A,S.C, D. L, Af.— The see 
of Canterbury waa restored to its 
pristine state A.D. 708, after 
Aethelheard's first return from 
Rome. He sat from 701 to 11th 
June 805. 

' Regewtque eorum Edbriiktnm 
eognomine Pren vinetum oMnxt^.] 
See^l5,p.S4. Innote^Cuthred 



is mis-stated to have been made 
king of Kent by Offa. ItwasCd- 
enuulf who made Cuthred king. 

♦ Pren.^ S.C.D.E.M,; Wren, 
A.L. 

* Cuthredus, ] Cuthred waa 
made king of Kent after the de- 
feat of Eadbyrht Prasn in 708, 
and not in 706, as stated at pages 
94,26. 

•Qwtd.^ E.; quod ibi, A. S. 
C D, jL» Bf» 

k2 
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A.D. 811. 



DwdiMof 



(MhniU; 
A.D. 811. 



BMnnalf, 
A.D.8S3. 



Lndcea, 
A.D. 8S4. 



Vnlgltt, 
A.D.8SS. 



tempore incredibile videatar, ampliasset, Mcesimo 
quarto regni anno fnnere suo honoravit. 'Filios 
ejus KenelmuSy puer admodum a sorore Quen- 
drida innocue caesus, nomenque et decus mar- 
tyrii adeptus, ibidem pausat. 

§ 96. Post ilium re^um Merciomm nutabnn- 
dum^ ety ut ita dicam, exangue, nihil quod litera 
dignetur comminisci 'habuit; sed, ne quis nos 
argnat semimutilatam historiam interrumpere, re- 
gum succedentium nomina transcurram. ^Cheol- 
wulfus frater Kenulfi, uno anno regnans, altero 
a Bemulfo expulsus est : 'Bemulfus^ tertio regni 
anno ab Egbirhto rege West-Saxonum yictus 
et fug^tus, mox ab Orientalibus Anglis ocdsus 
est, quod ille Orientalem Angliam, ut debitnm 
Merciis regnum a tempore OSsd, invadere ten- 
tasset. 'Ludecanius ab eisdem Anglis post bi- 
ennem potestatem, ultionem antecessoris animo 
intendenSy oppressus est. 'Withlacus, in initio 
regni ab eodem Egbirhto sub jugum missus, 
regnavit annis tredecim, et illi et filio capitis et 
pecuniarum tributa persolvens. Eadem sorte 



^ Viceiitmo qmarto regni mui» 
/tmere mto hoionaBU.'] Cdenuulf 
died A.D. 821, in the twenty- 
fifth year of his reign. 

' FiUut ^U8 KenehmUf jnur 
admodnm a $orore Qiundrida in' 
noene cir«i(«.] C^nelniy whom his 
father C^enuulf left as heir to his 
kingdom, being only seven years 
old, was, shortly after, at the in- 
stigation of his sister Quendri- 
da, assassinated by Ascobert. his 
tutor. See the life of St. C6n- 
elm. 

' HabuitJ] A.D,L.M.; meruit^ 

* Ckeolwu^fusJ] Ce^luolf, the 
paternal uncle of C^nelm, suc- 
ceeded to the kingdom in the 
year 821, and was deposed by 



Beomunlf, a Mercian noble, 
A.D. 82S. 

' Bernu{fu$, tertio regni mmo 

victfu et fuguhu,"] The 

battle between Beomunlf and 
Ecgberht was fought at Elian- 
dune, (supposed to bo Wilton, 
near Salisbury,) A J>. 824. Be- 
omunlf was slain by the 
Angles in the same year. 

• LudmmtM. ] Ludeca 
slain A.D. 825, and was suc- 
ceeded by UuigUif. 

7 WitkUuMM.-] D.EJi. ; Wiht- 
lafius, A. L.; Withlafius, S.; 
Withlams, C— Uui|^f was ex- 
pelled from the throne of Mercia 
by Ecgberht A.D. 827, but was 
restored the following year. He 
died A.D. 8S9. 
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^ Berthtwulfus tredecim reirnaiis annis. novissime Beorthuuir, 

A.D 839 

a piratis Danorum ultra mare fogatus est. * Burh- Buzgred.' 
reduSy accepta Ethelspida filia regis Athulfi filii ^^' ***' 
Egbirhti, affinitate ilUas et vectigalium pensio- 
nem et hostium deprsedationem consolatus est ; 
sed post Tiginti duos annos ab eisdem patria de- 
turbatus, Romam difiiigit, ibique apud Scholam 
Anglorum in ecclesia sanctse Marise tumulatus 
est. ^Uxor ejus, tunc quidem in patria residens, 
sed postea virum secuta, apud Papiam extremam 
sortem incurrit. Tunc regnum illud, a Danis 
cuidam 'Chelwulfo Burhredi ministro traditum, ceAiaid/. 
et ne ultra placitum rctincret sacramento ^firma- 
turn, post paucos annos Elfredus nepos Egbirhti AeUM. 
obtinuit. Ita principatus Mercioruniy qui per 
tumidam gentilis viri insaniam subito effloruit, 
tunc per miseram semiviri regis ignaviam om- 
nino emarcuit, anno Dominican incamationis ^oc- ad.875. 
tingentesimo septuagesimo quinto. 

INCIPIT DB REGNO ORIENTAUUM ANGLORUM. 

§ 97. Sed quia quatuor potentissima regna ^<°s^^^ 
hucusque non exiliter, ut arbitror, quantum etrdter 
lectio majorum suggessit, peraravit stilus, nunc, 
ut in prooemio dixi, Orientalium Anglorum et 
Orientalium Saxonum principatum idem post 



' Berthivm^,^ Beorthuolf as- 
cended the throne on the death of 
Uuigl&f, A.D. 8S9. He was de- 
feated by the Danes in 861, and 
died A. D. 862. 

' Burhredus.'] Burgred came to 
the throne A.D. 862. His mar- 
riage with Ethelsuuitha, daughter 
of Aetheluulf, king of Wessex, 
took place at Chippenham, after 
Easter, in the year 864. He 
was defeated and expelled by 
the Danes, A.D. 874 ; and fled to 
Rome, where he soon after died. 



' Uxor ijui .... apud Papiam 
extremam wriem tiictirrt^.] Ethel- 
suuitha died at Payia A.D. 889. 

^CheWm^o.'i Ce61uulf was 
placed on the throne by the 
Danes upon the expulsion of 
Burgred, A.D. 874 ; and in Aug. 
877, Mercia was apportioned by 
Halfdan, and part given to Ce61- 
uulf. 

« Firmaium,^ S,C.D,E,L.M,\ 
adacto,il. 

* OctingenlUnmo 9€phuigmmo 
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Raodwalde. 



Earpwald 
IwptiBed, 
A.D. 627. 

Sigiberht, 
A.D. 681. 



aliorum terga percurret; namque posterins reg- 
no Cantuaritarum, sed prius regno West-Saxo- 
num, puUulavit regnum Orientalium Anglomm. 
^Primus ergo, idemque maximns, apod Orien- 
tales Anglos rex fnit Redwaldus, a Wodenio, ut 
scribunty decimam genu nactus: omnes quippe 
australes Anglorum et Saxonom provincise citra 
Hombram flnvium cum suis regibus ejus nutam 
spectabant. 'Hie est ille quern superior relatio 
non tacuit Ethelfridom regem Northanhimbro- 
rum, pro Edwini favore, trucidasse. Idem, sua- 
dente eodem Edwino baptizatus, consilio nxorio 
postmodum 'a fide desdvit. At vero filius ejus 
EorpwalduSy incormptam Christianitatem com- 
plexus, inviolatum spiritum Deo eflfudit, a Ric- 
berto gentili innocenter peremtus. ^Huic Sige- 
bertus successit, vir Deo dignus, frater ejus ex 
matre, omnemque barbariem pro Franconim 
nutritura exutus: namque a Redwaldo ^in ex- 
ilium actus, eorumque diu contubemio fruitus, 
sacramenta Christianitatis assumpserat, quae, 
potestate initiatus, regno suo toti dignanter in- 



quinto.'] A,S.D,E.L,M,; octin- 
gentesimo quinto, C. 

' Primus . . . opted Orientaie$ 
Anghs rexfuit Redwaldus,'] Pagi 
refers the commencement of this 
kingdom to about the year 626, 
when the Angles, haying landed 
upon the eastern shores of Bri- 
tain, established themselves under 
their twelve chiefs. Uffa, one of 
the twelve, and who survived the 
others, did not assume the title of 
king of the East- Angles before the 
year 571 . The dynasty which he 
founded acquired the name of 
Uffingas. Ufia died A.D. 678, 
and was succeeded by his son 
Titil, who is supposed to have 
died in the year 599, and to 
whom Reodwalde his son suc- 



ceeded. See Beda, Hist Ecd. 
lib. II. c. 16. 

' Hie eit iile quern superior re- 
latio.'] See antea, § 47, p. 64 ; 
note \ p. 67. 

* A fide descimt.] See Beda, 
lib. II. c. 16, § 135. 

* Huic Sigebertus sueeessU, ] 
Eorpwald, who succeeded his 
father Reodwalde about the year 
624, was baptized A.D. 627 ; and 
being slain in the same year by 
Richberht, who thereupon usurp- 
ed the throne during three years, 
his brother Sigiberht*s acces- 
sion must be placed in the year 
6S1. 

^ In exilium actus . . . per loca 
itistituU,] See Beda, lib. iii. c. 18. 
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fudit, scholasque etiam literarum per loca insti- 
tuit ; quod pro magno certe debet praedicariy at 
literamm dulcedinem per earn experirentur ho- 
mines agrestes antea et fanatici. Adjutor reli- 
gionis fuit^et studiorum incentor, ^Felix episcopus, 
Burgundise oriundus, qui nunc Ramesiae requi- 
escit. Porro ^ Sigebertus, seculo renuncians mona- 
chicsequc tonsurse compos, Egrico cognato thro* 
num reliquit ; cum quo, a Penda rege Merciorum 
sociali bello appetitus, mortem oppetiit, cum 
fortior ipse malis, et professionis non immemor, 
virgam tantum manu gestaret. 'Successor Egrici 
Anna, filius ^Eni fratris Redwaldi, eodem furente 
Penda simili involutus exitio, gloriosse propaginis 
numerositate felix eminuit, ^sicut secundus liber 
suo loco insinuabit. Successit Annse frater ejus 
Ethelhere, occisusque est a rege Northanhim- 
brorum Oswio cum Penda merito, quod ei con- 
curreret in auxilium, et fulciret exercitum qui 
pessum dedisset fratrem et cognatum. ^Hujus 
successor frater Ethelwaldus continuatis succes- 
sionibus regnum reliquit ejusdem Ethelherii filiis 



Egric, 
A.D. 634. 



Anna, 
▲.D.835. 



Ethdher, 
A.D. 654. 



EthelwAld, 
A.D. 655. 
A.D.664. 



' Felix episccpus,'] Felix, fint 
bishop of DuoMrich, consecrated 
in the year 6S0, died on the 8th 
March, A.D. 646. He was sent 
by Honorias, archbishop of Can- 
terbury, for the conversion of 
Sigiberht. 

' Sigeberhu . . . Egrico cognato 
thronnm reliquiL'] Sigiberht ab- 
dicated, and became a monk in 
Bury St. Edmond's, A.D. 634, 
having left his throne to his 
kinsman Egric. They were both 
slain by Penda of Mercia in the 
following year. 

^ Successor Egrici Anna."] The 
accession of Anna, nephew of 
Reodwalde,took place A. D. G36. 
He was slain by Penda A.D. 



654, when he was succeeded by 
his brother Ethelher, who was 
slain in the following year. 

<£jii.] A. S. C. D. L. M.; 
omitted in E. 

* Sicut ucundus lil^er mo Ueo 
tnttttMo^t^] Malmesbury in his 
second book gives an account of 
the three daughters of King Anna, 
Etheldrith, Ethelburh, and Sex- 
burh, and their descendants. 
Compare Beda, lib. in. c. 7, 18y 
and Smith's note upon ' optimae 
genitor sobolis.' 

' Htyus successor fraier Ethel" 
waldus,'] Upon the death of his 
brother Ethelher, in 655, Ethel- 
wald ascended the throne. He 
died in 664. 
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EadwuU; 

Elcwold, 

Beoma, 

Aethdred. 

AethtllMclit, 

tbOoA-D. 

7M. 



Eidmimd, 
A.D. S54: 
■Uin A.D. 
•70. 



Outkonn, 
A.D. 879. 



Eohrie, 
A.D. 891 ; 
tbOn A.D. 
905. 



' Aldulfo et 'Elcwoldo : his Beoma, huic quoque 
Ethelredus successit : hujus fait iilins sanctus 
'Egelbrihtus, quern Offa rex Merciorum dolose 
interemit, ^ut dictum est, et dicetur posterius. 
Pauci post eum in Orientali Auglia re^averunt 
potentes usque ad ^sanctum Edmundum, pro vio- 
lentia Merciorum^ qui anno regni sui sextodeci- 
mo ab Hinguar pagano peremtus est. Ex quo 
in Orientali Anglia desiere regnare Angli annis 
quinquaginta. Novennio enim sine rege, paga- 
nis vastantibus provincia subjacuit: post in ea, 
et in Orientali Saxonia, ^Guthrum rex Danus 
regnavit annis duodecim tempore regis Elfredi. 
Guthrum habuit successorem, aeque Danum, no- 
mine Eohric ; qui, cum regnasset annis quatuor- 
decim, peremtus est ab Anglis quod inciviliter 
in eos egisset : nee tamen libertas eis assurrexit, 
Danorum comitibus vel eos prementibus, vel in 



^ Aldn^c] Eadwulf, Bon of 
Ethelher, succeeded upon the 
death of his uncle in 604. His 
mother was Heresuitha, sister of 
Hilda, abbess of Streaneshalch. 
The time of his death is uncer- 
tain: it happened between the 
years 680 and OSS. 

*Elcwoido.^ Elcwold succeed- 
ed his brother Eadwulf, and died, 
according to Hickes, in 690. He 
was succeeded by Selraed, who 
died in 747, to whom AelAiuald 
succeeded in that year, and died 
in 749. After him it seems that 
Hunbeanna and Alberht (called 
by Matthew of Westminster and 
others Beoma and Aethelberht) 
conjointly reigned in East-An- 
glia. Hickes makes Beoma 
and AetheUred succeed Elcwold 
in 690, and states that Beoma 
died before Aethebed; but the 
dates of both their deaths are 
unknown. The succession of the 



kings of East-Anglia is infolTed 
in great obscurity. 

* Egelbrihtui.2 Aethelberht, 
the son of Aethelred, was slain 
by Offa A.D. 79S. He was re- 
garded as a martyr. The day 
of his celebration in the Rng^ish 
martyrology is the SOth May. 

* Ut dictum Mf.] See antea, 
S 86, p. 118. 

* Sanchm Edwntndum,^ E4d- 
mund, the direct descendant of 
the ancient kings of East- Anglia, 
was crowned on Christmas day 
A.D. 864 ; and was slain by In- 
guar, a Danish prince, on the SOth 
of November in the year 870. 

* GtUkruM rex JDionm.] Guth- 
orm, or Godrum, took the title of 
kingof East-Anglia by peraiisskm 
of King Aelired A J>. 879, and 
died in 891 ; when he was suc- 
ceeded by Eohric, who was slain 
in 906. 
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West-Saxonam r^^ acaentibas, donee Edwar- E>dn 
dus filius Elfredi ambas proTincias, expnlais a.d. ti 
Danis, liberatis Anglis, sno, id est, West-Sax- 
onico imperio adjecit, anno post occisionem 
sancti Edmundi qmDquagesinio, 'regni sui quioto 
decimo. 



DB REGNO ORIENTAUUH SAXONUH. 

§ 98. Eodem fere tempore qoo ccepit regrnnm 
Orientalium ADglomm, 'surrexit regnnm Orien- 
talium SaxoDom ; et habuere qaidem Orientales 
Sasones reges per snccessionem mnltos, sed aliis 
regibus et maximo Merdis snbjectos. 'Primus 
igitar apad eos regoavit Sledda, a Wodenio de' 
dmus ; ejus filins 'Sebertos, nepos Ethelberti 
regis Cantnanoram ex sorore Ricula, fidem 
Christi soscepit, praedicante Mellito, qui primus 
Londoniee fait episcopus. Ea enim orbs ad 
Orientales Saxones spectat. Seberto mortoo, 
filii ejus, Sexredus et Sewardas, 'Mellitam ex- 



A.D. UI. 
A.D. »7. 



J^tU 



' Rff» «M qidittP ittima, ] 
According to the Saxon Chronicle, 
the Eait-Angliani Inbmitted to 
King Eadweud in the year 931, 
which is the fiftj-fint from 
the murder of King Etdmand; 
uu) following this Btatenient, as 
Eadweard iuccecded hii father 
Aelfred A.D. 801, the year of the 
expulaion of the Danea woold be 
Qie twentieth of his reign. In 
Florence of Woreeater the union 
of the Idngdoma under Eadweard 
the Cider ia aaaigned to the jear 
B18. 

■ AunzU.] A. S. C. L. ; anc 
ccMit, D. E. M. 

' Primal ifitsr opiid au reg- 
nant iSkdda.] Henr; of Honting- 
don coiuidert the flnl king of 
EiaeK to hare been Ercenwini, 



called by Floreoce of Worceatcr, 
in hia genealogy of the ktnga, 
Aeacwini. Hit ton Sleda sno- 
ceeded him in 58T, and died in 
SOT. 

• SeberiuMJ] Saeberht, the m 
and »ncc«aior of Sleda, began hia 
reign in S9I, and waa conTerted 
to Cbriatianity in 604. He died 
A.D. 616, and left hia aona Seaz- 
red and Sigeweard hia anccea- 

'HcUihm txjmkiva.'] Hd- 
litua, ordained biahop of LoDdMl 
A.D. 604, wnadriTin into baniah- 
inenl in 61T. He waa afterwaida 
made archbishop of Canterbury,* 
and died 34th April, A.D. 6M. 
See Beda, Hiat EcdewMt. lib. II. 
c. 1-7. 
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pulerunt; 'nee multo post, a West-Saxonibns 
occisi, tyrannidis in Christum pcenas pependere. 

sifiiMrhti, Succedens eis Sigebertus cognomento Parvus^ 
Sewardi filius, ^reliquit regnum Sigeberto, Sige- 

sifciberiit II, baldi filio^ qui fuerat frater Seberti. Is Sige- 
bertuSy hortatu regis Oswii, in Northanhimbria 
a ^Finano episcopo baptizatus^ gentem suam ad 
fidem quam cum Mellito abjecerant, per ^epi- 
scopum Cheddum reduxit ; quique post gloriose 
administratum regnum, gloriosius reliquit, a pro- 
pinquis interemtus, quod, evangelici prsecepti 
sequax, hostibus serenus parceret, nee delin- 
quentes, si poeniterent, rugato et duro vultu 

snuiciiiidm, suspenderet. Post eum frater ^Swithehnus r^- 
navit, ab eodem Cheddo in Orientali AngUa 

igM and baptizatus. Eo mortuo, Sigherius filius Sigeberti 
Parviy et Sebbi filius Sewardi, regnum tenuerunt. 
Veruntamen Sebbi, socio ante se defuncto, ipse 
quoque tricesimo anno voluntarie regno decessit, 
monachus (^ut Beda refert) factus: filii ejus 



81 

8el 

665. 



^ Nec muUo pott^ a Weit-Sax- 
mtilnu occui,'\ Seaxred and Sige- 
weard were slain in the year 62S, 
and were succeeded by Sigiberht, 
sumamed the Little, son of Sige- 
weard. 

^ Reliquit regnum Sigeberto,'] 
Sigiberht died in the year 65S, 
and was sacceeded by Sigiberht, 
snmamed the Grood, who restored 
Christianity in Essex. He was 
slain A.D. 6G0. See Beda, lib. 
III. c. 22, § 215. 

^Finano episcopo,'] Finan,bishop 
of Lindisfame, succeeded to that 
see on the death of Aidan in 651. 

* Episcopum CheddumJ] Cedd 
was ordained bishop of London 
about the year 656, and died 
A.D. 664. See Beda, lib. in. 
^214. 

' Swilhelmus,'] Suuithhelm,8on 



of Sexbald, or Sigebald, sacceed- 
ed his brodier in 060, and died 
in 665 ; when Sigheri, son of Sigi- 
berht the Litde, and Sebbi, son 
of Sigeweard, obtained the king- 
dom. Respecting the parentage 
of Sebbi, compare Dr. Smith's 
note in Beda, lib. iy. c. SO, and 
the charter of Oethilred of Essex, 
Cod. Dip. My, Saxon. No. xxxr. 
p. S9. 

> Ut Beda rrfert.] Lib. in. c. 
SO, §250, and lib. iv. c.ll,§28S. 
— Sebbi resigned the crown, and 
became a monk, A.D. 09S, and 
died in the following year. His 
life has been written by Capgrave, 
from early legends to be found in 
the Acta SS. August torn. vi. 
p. 516. He was succeeded by 
his sons Sigehard and Suaeb- 
raed. 
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Scffehardus et Seufredus resiiaverant. Illissigebardand 
defuDCtis, pauco tempore ^regnum moderatus est a.d.69s. 
Oflfa filius Sigherii, juvenis jocundi yultas et ohk a.d. 
animi, setatis floridae, maximi apud cives amoris, 
qui hortatu Kinespidae Pendse filiae, cujus nup- 
tias speraverat, coelestes suspirare doctus amores^ 
Romam cum Kenredo rege Merciorum et beato a.d 709. 
^Egwino episcopo Wictionim ivit, ibique attonsus 
coelica regna suo tempore subivit. 'Illi successit 
Selredus. Siffeberti boni filius. triginta octo annis : seined, or 
quo peremto, pnncipatus est Onentahbus Saxo- ad. 709. 
nibus Swithedus, ^qui, eodem anno quo Cantu- suutthned. 
aritas Egbirhtus rex West-Saxonum debellavit, scsberht, 
ab eodem expulsus, regnum vacuefecit. Lon- 
donia tamen, cum circumjacentibus regionibus, 
Merciorum regibus, quamdiu ipsi imperitayerunt, 
paruit. 

DE PARTITIONS RE6N0RUM, ET PAGIS ET EPISCO- 

PATIBUS ASGUM. 

§ 99. Dominabantur ergo reges Cantuaritarum Extent or 
proprie inCantia; m qua sunt hu episcopatus.domofKent. 



' Regnum moderatui est Offa.] 
Suaebraed died after 1 8th June, 
A.D. 704, and was succeeded by 
Offa, who went to Rome with 
Coenraed of Mercia A.D. 709, 
where both receiyed tonsure by 
the hand of Pope Constantine. 

' Egwmo efMotpo Wietiorum.'] 
Ecguuini, bishop of Worcester, 
was consecrated A.D. 602, and 
sat tiU A.D. 717. 

' lUi 8Mece$9it Selredusy Sige- 
berti boni JlUua,'] Selraed, or 
Suaebriht succeeded Offa in 709, 
and died in 7S8. Selraed, son 
of Sigiberht the Gk>od, was king of 
East-Anglia, and not of the East- 
Saxons: he died in 747. See 
note ', p. 1S6. Both Malmesbury 
and Florence of Worcester are 
confused in their histories of the 



succession of the kings of East- 
Anglia and Essex. 

* Qui, eodem anno . . . re^miiii 
vaat^ecit.'] Here must be some 
defect in all the MSS., for if 
Suuithraed succeeded upon the 
death of Suaebriht in 788, or 
even after Selraed of Elast-An- 
glia was slain in 747, it is im- 
probable that he was reigning 
when the Kentish men submitted 
to Ecgberht in the year 824. 
Florence of Worcester writes, 
' Suuithraed held the sovereignty 
some years; after whom few 
native kings ruled in Essex, for, 
in the same year that Ecgberht 
conquered Kent, they surrender- 
ed to his power.' Flor. Wigom. 
ad Clironicon Append. (East- 
Saxonia.) 
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Archiepiscopatus Cantuarias, episcopatns Ro- 
feDsis. 
w«N«x. § 100. Reges West-Saxonum dominabantar in 

Wiltescire, et Berkensi et Dorsetensi pagis ; ^qoi- 
bus est episcopus udus, cujus est modo 'sedes 
Salesbirie, quondam 'erat vel Ramesbirie yel 
Scirebume. 

Et ^in Suthsexa, quae aliquanto tempore habnit 
proprinm regem. Eratque sedes episcopalis ejus 
pagi antiqnitus in Seleseo, qoae est insula circum- 
flua ponto, ^ut Beda narrat, ubi etiam beatos 
Wilfridus monasterium construxit : nunc habitat 
episcopus apud Cicestram. 

Et in pagis Suthantunensi et Sudreiensi, qui- 
bus est episcopus qui habet sedem Wintonias. 

Et in pago Sumersetensi, qui habebat olim 
apud Wellas episcopum, qui nunc est Bathonias. 

Et in Domnonia qua; Devenescire dicitur, et 
in Cornubia quae nunc Comu-gualliaB dicitur. 
Erantque tunc duo episcopatns, unus in Criden- 
tuna, alter apud Sanctum Germanum : nunc est 
unus, et est sedes ejus Exoniae. 
Mereu. § 101. Porro rcges Merciorum dominabantur 

in pagis his, Gloecestrensi, Wigomensi, Warwi- 
censi : in his est episcopus unus, cujus sedes est 
Wigorniae. 



' QuibuM egt epiacopu unut , . . 
vel Rameibirie vel Sdrehume,] 
Compare this with Malmesb. De 
Gestis Pontif. ; De EpiscopiB Oc- 
cidentalium Saxonum. 

^ Sedes,"] A,C.D.L.M.; omit- 
ted in £. 

» Erat,'] A, C.D.L. M. ; omit- 
ted in £. 

^ In Suihtexaf qua aliqutmio 
tempore habuit propr i uM regem,] 
The history of this kingdom is 
not well authenticated. It is 



about the year 490 by Aelli, who 
came over to Britain in 477 with 
his three sons, Cymen, Wlenking, 
Hnd Cissi. Aelli was succeeded 
by his son CissL The Sbuth- 
Saxons were conyerted to Chris- 
tianity by WUfrilS, bisliop of York, 
in the reign of Aethiluualh, A.D. 
681. The kingdom of Sussex 
appears sometimes to have been 
tributary to Kent, and at others 
to Wessex, to which it was finally 
united by Ecgberht, A J>. 884. 
* Ut Beda namt.] Hist Ec- 



supposed to have been founded | clesiast. lib. nr. c. IS, § S80. 
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Et in Cestrensi, et in Derbensi, Statfordensi : 
in his est episcopus unus, et habet partem War- 
wicensis, et Scrobbeberiensis pagi, et est sedes 
apud civitatem Legionum, vel Coventreiam; 
quondam orat Lichefelde. 

£t in Herefordensi, habeturque ibi episcopus 
habens dimidium pagum Scrobesbirise, et partem 
Warwicensis et Glocestrensis, possidens sedem in 
Herefordo. 

Et in Oxenefordensi^ Buchingensi, Hurfor- 
densi, Huntendunensi dimidia, Bedefordensi, 
Northhantunensi, Legacestrensi, Lincoliensi ; 
quas regit episcopus qui modo habet sedem Lin- 
coliae, quondam habebat apud Dorkecestre. 

Et in Legacestrensi, Snotingensi, quorum 
Christianitas ad archiepiscopum Eboracensem 
spectat ; habebaturque ibi olim proprius epi- 
scopus, cujus sedes erat apud Legacestram. 

§ 102. Reges Orientalium Anglorum domina- EMt-Angiu. 
bantur in pago Grantebrigensi ; et est ibi epi- 
scopus, cujus sedes est apud Heli. 

Et in Northfolke et Sudfolke; et est ibi epi- 
scopus, cujus sedes est apud Norwic, quondam 
erat apud Elman vel Tetford. 

§ 103. Reges Orientalium Saxonum domina- ^Mez. 
bantur in Estsexa, et dimidia Hurthfordensi ; 
habebaturque ibi, et habetur, episcopus Londo- 
niensis. 

§ 104. Reges Northanhimbrorum dominab'antur Northum- 
in omni regione qu» est ultra Humbram fluvium, "^ 
usque ad Scotiam ; erantque ibi archiepiscopus 
Eboracensis, episcopus Haugustaldensis et Ri- 
pensis, Lindisfamensis, de ' Candida Casa : Hau- 
g^taldensis et Ripensis defecerunt, Lindisfar- 
nensis translatus est in Dunelmum. 

> Ctmdida Cmu] Whithern, in Galloway. 
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§ 105. Has erant partitiones regnomm, quamvis 
reges pro yicissitudine tempomm, modo hi, modo 
illi, terminos prsetergrederentur pro fortitudine, 
vol pro ignavia amitterent : sed has onmes reg- 
nomm varietates Egbirhtus animi magnitudine 
compescoit, et ea, uni conquadrans imperio, ad 
uniforme dominium, servans unicoique proprias 
leges, Yocavit. Quodrca quia, de 'recensione tern- 
porum fidem placitam absolvens, ultra ejus tem- 
pora excurri, hie fig^m metam primo volumini, 
ut multifidus trames regnorum in unius West- 
Saxonici terminetur compendium. 

EXPUCIT UBBR PRIMUS WILLBLMI MALMBS- 

BIRIBNSIS. 

^ RecensumeJ] S, ; recensitione, C. D. E, L, M, 




PROLOGUS 

IN LIBRUM SECUNDUM. 
INCIPIT PROLOGUS 9BCUNDI LIBRI. 

iK lU est quod, et pareutum cara, 
et meapte diligentia, libris iDsnevi. 
Haec me Toloptas jam inde a pue- 
v^. ritia cepit; hsec illecebra mecum 
parilibas adolevit annis: nam et 
ita a patre institatas eram, ut, si ad diversa 
declinarem studia, esset aoimse diapendiiun, et 
iamas periculum. Qaocirca memor sontentiie, 
' Cupias quodcunqae net^sse est/ extorsi javeD- 
tuti meae at Ubenter vellem qaod non Telle 
boneste non possem. Et mnltis qoidem literis 
impendi operam, sed aliis aliam. Lc^cam 
enim, qase annat eloqninm, solo libavi audita : 
physicam, quae 'medotur valetudini corporum, 
aliquanto pressiua concept : jam vero ethicce 
partes medollitus rimatus, illius majestati a^- 
surgo, quod per se studentibus pateat, et auimos 
ad bene Tivendum componat : historiam praeci- 
pne, quae, jocuuda quadam gestomm notitia 
mores condiens ad bona sequenda, vel mala 
cavenda, legentes exemplis irritat. Itaqae, cum 
domesticis sumptibns nonnullos extemrum gen- 
tium bistoricos conflassem, familiar! otio quaerere 
perrexi si quid de nostra gente memorabile 
posteris posset reperiri. Hlnc est quod, ab 
antiquo scriptis non contentos, ipse 'quoque 



' Quofw fcripttrirt.'] S. C. E. L,; qoeqne •criplniire, !>.; 
qnoqite Mfiptitara, A. 
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scripturire incepi ; non ut scientiam meam, quae 
peDe nulla est, proponerem, sed ut res absconditas, 
quae in strue vetustatis latebant, convellerem in 
lucem. Quapropter opiniones volaticas despuens. 
Chronica longe lateque corrogavi, sed nihil pro- 
pemodum hac, fateor, profeci industria; omni- 
bus enim decursis, inops remansi scientiae, quippe 
ante non inveniens quod legerem, quam lecturire 
desinerem. Quaecunque vero de quatuor regnis 
ad liquidum edidici, primo libro indidi ; in quibus, 
at spero, non erubescet Veritas, etsi forte alicui 
suboriatur dubietas. Nunc usque ad adventum 
Normannorum regni West-Saxonici monarchiam, 
per succedentium invicem regum genesim, dedn- 
cam. Quae si quis oculo bono videre dignabitur, 
banc sub fratema caritate regulam teneat ; ' Si 
ista tantum ante noverit, non fastidiat quod 
scripserim ; si plura didicerit, non succenseat 
quod non dixerim : ' immo, dum vivo, mihi cog- 
noscenda communicet, ut meo stylo apponantur 
saltern in margine quae non occurrerunt in 
ordine. 

EXPLICIT PROLOGUS. 



WILLELMI MALMESBIRIENSIS 



DE GESTIS REGUM ANGLORUM 



LIBER SECUNDUS. 



INCIPIT LIBER SRCUNDUS. 




UPERIORI volomini hie termi- Eegberbt, 
BUS obvenit, qui quatuor regna^MeL 
BritaBnise ia imiim coarctaret. 
Cujus poteBtise auctor * Egbirht- 
U8, regis luae de fratre iBegildo 
abBepos, amplo apud suos loco 
natus, et iBgCBue educatus a pu- 
eritia, iBter West-Saxones efliicait. CoBtiBuatio 
yirtutmB iBceadit iBvidiam ; et, quod fere a Batura 
comparatum est ut reges iuiquo iutuitu aspiciaut 
si quos iu spem regBi adolescere videaBt, Brihtri- 
cus, 'ut praedictum est, suspectum habeus Biemo- 
ntBdae iBdolis juveBem, e medio toUere cogitabat. 
Quod Egbirhtus prasseutieBs, ad Ofiam regem 
Merciorum fuga lapsus est ; quern dum ille sedula 
diligeutia obumbraret, coBsecuti suut Brihtrici 
BUBcii qui periugam ad supplicium repetereut, 
habeBtes iB maBibus traditioBis pretium. Ac- 
cedebat quod suo regi 'filise ipsius postulabaut a.d. rsr. 
Buptias, ut geuialis thori foedus perpetuas iuter 
eos coBtiBeret amicitias. Ita Offa, qui bellicis 
miAis BOB cederet, ad blaBditias coBBiveBte, 



' EgbirhtuMf regU Ina de fra- 
tre InegUdo abnepo$.'\ Ecgberfat 
was the son of Ealhrnund, son of 
Ea£E^ son of Eoppa, son of In- 
gild, the brother of Ini, king of 



Wessex. See post, § 1 16, p. 172. 

' Ut pr€edictum eetj] § 4t, p. 
69. 

' Filia ipsiut postulabant ntip- 
tiaeJ] See p. 69, note '. 

L 
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AD. 798. 



A.D. 80S. 



A.D. 813. 



Egbirhtus, transnavigato mari, * Franciam venit ; 
quod Dei consilio factum intelligo, ut vir ille, 
ad tantum regnum electus, regnandi disciplinam 
a Francis acciperet. Est cnim gens ilia et 
exercitatione virium, et comitate morum, cunc- 
tarum occidentalium facile princeps. Hac igitur 
contumelia Egbirhtus ^ut cote usus est, qua, 
detrita inertiae rubigine, aciem mentis expediret, 
et mores longe a gentilitia barbaric alienos in- 
dueret. Itaque^ 'defuncto Brihtrico, frequentibus 
suorum nunciis Britanniam reversus, moxque im- 
perare jussus, patrise desideriis satisfecit, ^anno 
Dominicae incamationisoctingentesimo; regnante 
in Francia Karolo magno anno tricesimo quarto, 
qui etiam duodecim annis supervixit. Interea 
Egbirhtus, cum dementia et mansuetudine sub- 
jectorum amorem redemisset, ^ prima yirium do- 
cumenta in Britannos, qui cam insulas partem 
^habitant quae Comu-gualliae dicitur, dedit ; qui- 



^ Franciam venitJ] The Saxon 
Chrooicle states that, before Ecg- 
berht was king, OfTa of Mercia 
and Beorhtric of Wessex drove 
him into France for three years. 
(Sax. Chron. A.D. 836.) 

' Ut cote usus est, qua, detrita 
inertue rubigineJ] 
— Ergo fungar vice cotis, acutum 
Reddere quae femun valet, exsors 
ipsa secandi. 

Hor. Ars Poet S04. 

• D^uncto Briktrico,^ See p. 
60, note '. 

^ Anno Dominica ineamationis 
octingentesimo . . . duodecim annis 
supervixU, ] Malmesbory has 
been here betrayed into an ana- 
chronism by following the Saxon 
Chronicle, which places the ac- 
cession of Ecgberht in the year 
800, instead of 802. The com- 
mencement of the reign of Char- 



lemagne is usually dated firom 
the 24th September, A.D. 768, 
when he succeeded to a portion 
of the French monarchy ; conse- 
quently the thirty -fourth year 
of his reign was completed in 
September 802 (the year in 
which Ecgberht undoubtedly as- 
cended the throne). He died on 
the 28th of January 814, having, 
as Malmesbury observes, surviv- 
ed Ecgberht's accession twelve 
years. See p. 60, note '. 

' Pri$na ffirium documenta in 
Britannos . . . dedit,] According 
to the Saxon Chronicle, Ecgberht 
spread devastation in West-Wales 
from east to west, A. D. 819. 
Matthew of Westminster assigns 
the year 808 to the conquest of 
Cornwall by Ecgberht. 

« Habitant.'] D.E.M. ; inhabit- 
ant, A, S. L. 
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bus subjugatis, ^Aquilonales Britannos, qui aA.D. 828. 
prsedictis brachio maris dividuntur, tributaries 
fecit. Harum victoriarum fama cum reliquos 
territarety Bernulfus rex Merciorum, tumidum 
quid spirans, gloriosumquo arbitratus si au- 
dacia sua caeterorum metum demeret, bellum 
Egbirhto indixit. lUe, glorise damnum ducens 
si cederet, occurrit alacriter ; consertaque pugna 
fugit Bernulfus, victus miserabiliter. Factum 
est hoc bellum apud Hellendune, anno Domini 
'octingentesimo vicesimo sexto. Hoc eventu a.d. 824. 
West-Saxo elatus, animumque ad altiora exten- 
dens^ fervente adhuc victoria, Ethelwulfum filium, 
cum Alstano episcopo Scirebumiae et electa 
manu, Cantiam misit, qui provinciam, seu longo 
sopitam otio, seu virtutum suarum exanimatam, 
nuncio dominatui West-Saxonico adjicerent. 
§ 107. Missi efficaciter imperatis institerunt, re- union of the 

/. .• . ... ktagdomi, 

gionemque, quaquaversum nnibus suis cingitur, a.d. 824. 
pervagati ; minimoque labore Baldredo rege ultra 
Tamesim fluvium expulso, Cantiam, Sudreiam, 



^ AquUonaU$ BritaimoM 

tribuiarios fecit,'] The Saxon 
Chronicle, Florence of Worcester, 
and others, place this event in 
the year 828. 

' Octingenterimo vicetimo sex- 
to,'] A, D, E, 31.; ^octingente- 
simo vicesimo quarto, L, ; octin- 
gentesimo vicesimo quinto, C. ; 
octingentesimo sexto, S. — The 
battle of Ellandune was fought 
A.D. 824, as one MS. correctly 
reads. The MS. follovred in the 
text not only dates this battle two 
years later than the best autho- 
rities, but makes it also subse- 
quent to an event which, even 
according to the statement in the 
text, it must have preceded. The 



subjugation of Kent by Ecgberht 
in 824 is there stated to have taken 
place in the twenty-fourth year of 
his reign ; but according to the 
more correct computation, which 
places the commencement of Ecg- 
berhf s reign in January 802, the 
defeat of Beomuulf of Mercia, 
and the expulsion of Baldred 
from the throne of Kent, must 
both have occurred in the twenty- 
second year of Ecgberht's reign, 
A.D. 824. Malmesbury, how- 
ever, adopting the year 800 as 
the date of Ecgberht's accession, 
incorrectly, though consistently 
with his statement, probably 
vnx>te and considered 824 to be 
the twenty-fourth regnal year of 
Ecgberht. 

L 2 
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A.D. 825. 



A.D. 8M. 
A.D. 8S7. 



A.D. 8S9. 



A.D. 8U. 



Australes et Orientales Saxones, qui quondam 
ad antecessorum suorum jus pertinebant, suae 
parti subdidere anno regni ejus vicesimo quarto. 
Nee multo post Orientales Angli, auxilio Egbirhti 
animati, ^reges Merciorum Bemulfum et Lude- 
canum, continuatis exceptos insidiis^ trucidarunt. 
Causa csedis fuit, quod ipsi solita contumacia 
fines externos inquietarent. Eorum successor 
' Withlafius, primo ab Egbirhto regno fugatus^ mox 
in fidem tributariam acceptus, principatum West- 
Saxonum ampliayit. ^ Eodem anno Northanhim- 
bri, qui se solos remansisse, et omnium digito 
notari, cemerent, timentes ne diu conceptam iram 
in ipsos oflPunderet, tandem vel sero datis obsi- 
dibus faverunt deditioni. ^Ita tota Britannia po- 
tituSy reliquum vitse per annos novem tranquillc 
cucurrit, nisi quod extremis fere diebus 'manus 
Danorum piratica, litoribus ejus appulsa, otium 
regni foedavit. Ita versatur humanarum rerum 
alea, ut, primus omnibus Anglis impeVitans, cog- 
natorum obsequium posset parvi pendere, dum 
extemus hostis se suosque haeredes non ^desine- 



^ Rege$ Merciorum Bemtt^fum 
et Ludecanum.'] Beornuulf was 
slain A.D. 826, and Ludeca in 
the same year. 

' WUhlafiu$ . . . regno fuga- 
tui.'] Uuigl&fy being expelled by 
Ecgberht A.D. 827, was restored 
in the following year, but held 
his kingdom only as tributary to 
the crown of Wessex. 

' Eodem anno Northa$Uiimbri 
m . . datis obeidilnu faverunt dedi- 
tUmiJ] Ecgberht led an army to 
Dore against the Northumbrians, 
and they there offered him obe- 
dience and allegiance, A.D. 827. 
(Sax. Chron. and Flor. Wigom.) 

* Ita tota Britannia pi^tusj] 
Ecgberht was crowned king of 
Britain, in a great council held 



at Winchester, A.D. 829, by ge- 
neral consent of the whole nation. 
The annals of Winchester (Dom. 
A. 19) state that he there ordered 
that Britain should thereafter be 
called England, and they who 
had been before denominated 
Jutes, or Saxons, should for the 
future be called Englishmen. 

' Manut Danorum piratica . . « 
otium regni foedavit,'] 'A.D. 893, 
arrived thirty-five ships of Danish 
pirates, whom Ecgberht encoun- 
tered at Carrum, (Channouth, in 
Dorsetshire,) and, after great 
slaughter, the Danes remained 
masters *of the field.' (Sax. 
Chron.) 

« Desineret,] S. C. D. E. ; si- 
neret, il. L. 
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ret incessere ; contra qaos cnm copiae Angloram 
constitissent, non solito lenocinio fortnna regem 
adulata, in ipso conatu destitiiit : siqnidein cum 
meliore parte diei Tictoriam peno occupasset, jam 
proDO ID oceanam sole palmam amisit ; sed ta- 
men, beneficio ' tenebranun adjutns, victi dedecus 
evasit. *Seqaenti plane preelio ingentem multi- a.d. wi. 
tudinem parra mana fudit, Postremo ' post annos a.d. ua. 
trig^inta et septem et menses septem decessit, se- 
pnltnsquo est Wintonias, magnas laudam occa- 
siones filio relinqnens, felicemque fore pronun- 
cians si regnum, quod multa texuerat industria, 
ille consueta geuti illi dod intemiinperet ^avia. 

DB RBOB ETHBLWULFO. 

§ 108. Auno Dominicse incaroationis ^octingen- ^^^ 

tesimo tricesimo septimo Ethelwulfus, (qnem qui- 

dam Atbulfum vocant,) filius I^birhti, regnavit 

^Tiginti aunis et mensibns quinqne ; natura lenis. 



■ Ttiul/niTum.}A.S.D.E.L. 






m,C. 



tern muUiliuiBiem parea mani 
.Aultt.} At the batUeof Hengilon, 
in Convftil, foaght A.D. 6(J. 
Kiien the Daniah fleet, uaiBtril 
by the inhabitants, naB defeated 
and pot to flight by Ecgbertit. 

■ Poll oiiBiu Ir^iiifa tt $tpttm 
et mauti fptem decinit.'] C. E. 
L. ; after ' annos,' A. S. D. reail 
' regni.* — See the charterof KitiR 
Ecgberht, (Cod. Dip. £*! 8ai. 
No. ccxL. p. »B,) dated A.I). 
838, aad confirmed by hi* loii 
Aetheluulf, A.D. 819, which yesi 
i> described as the flnt of h'i» 
reign after bia father's death, \f 
the leugth of Elcgberht's reign be 
correctly stated here and in thi- 
Saxon Chronicle, his death cooid 
Bot haTB happened befor« An- 
put, A.D. 8W. SinwonofDur- 



j ham auigoe Iliirty-sii years only 
to the reign of EcgbeHit, and Flo- 
rence of Worcester stateB that he 

I died in the thirty-seventh year of 
hi* reign. 

* Octi»geMt*imo tricetimo tf- 
lima.1 A. S. D. E. L. ; C. omits 
'septimo,' — Aetheluulf's acces- 
sion mnat be placed about the 
month of August, A.D. 819. 
Malmesbury, in following tlie 
Saxon Chronicle, is again two 
years earlier than the northern 
chroniclers. 

Viginti amnf el meniibm* 

ifiRBfKe.] In this computation 
Malmeabnry probably includea 
the period that Aethelunlf reign- 
ed daring his father's life. The 
Saxon Chronicle assigns only 
eighteen years and a half to his 
reign; nhich, being reckoned 
from his accession inAngutSM, 
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A.D. 853. 
A.D. 8M. 



A.D.851. 



et qui sub quiete degere, quam mnltis provinciis 
imperitare, mallet : denique, avito West-Saxonum 
regno contentus, caetera quae pater subjugaverat 
appendicia filio ^ Ethelstano contradidit, qui quando 
et quo fine defecerit incertum. ^Burhredum regem 
Mercionim 'additamento exercitus contra Bri- 
tones juvit, et ^ Alias nuptiis immane quantum ex- 
altavit. Piratas Danorum per totam insulam 
vagantes, et inopinatis appulsionibus litora om- 
nia infestantes, ^non semel per se et duces suos 
contudit ; quamvis, ut est tessera bellorum, ipse 
in iisdem frequentes et insignes calamitates ac- 
ceperit^ ^Londonia et omni pene Cantia vastata. 
Obsistebat tamen semper aerumnis consiliariorum 
regis vivacitas, qui nihil unquam hostes impune 
delinquere paterentur^ quin communi umbone in 
eos ulciscerentur. Habebat enim duos sue tem- 
pore praecellentes praesules, 'beatum Swithunum 
dico WintoniaSy et ^Alstanum, Scirebumiae : hi^ vi- 
dentes regem crassioris et hebetis ingenii, sedulis 



would place his death rightly in 
the year 858. ^ Idibus Januarii/ 
(13th Jan.) according to Florence 
of Worcester. 

' Ethelstano,^ Aethelstin was 
by his father made king of Kent, 
Essex, Surrey, and Sussex, in 
839. 

' Burhredum regem , . . contra 
Britones juvit,'\ Burgred, king 
of Mercia, obtained the assistance 
of Aetheluulf against the Welsh 
in the year 853 ; and in the fol- 
lowing year, after Easter, Aethel- 
uulf gave him his daughter 
Ethelsuuitha in marriage. 

^ Additamento.'] D. E, M, ; et 
additamento. A, S, C, L. 

* Filue nuptiis immane ftunt- 
turn exaUavit,'] E, L, ; non pa- 
rum exaltavit, A. S. D, M, ; non 
mediocriter exaltavit, C. — ^Asser 
relates that the marriage was 



at 



kept with great solemnity 
Chippenham, in Wiltshire. 

' Non semel per se et duces smm 
contudit,"] In 845 the Danes were 
defeated near the river Parret in 
Somersetshire, and again, in 851, 
at Wicgambeorg in Devonshire. 

' Londonia et omni pene Cantia 
vastata,] This happened, accord- 
ing to the Saxon Chronicle, in the 
year 851 ; but, after the Danes 
had passed the Thames into Sur- 
rey, Aetheluulf with an army 
met and defeated them at Ockley. 

^ Beatum SwitkuMumdico Win^ 
tonitp,] St Swithune was ap- 
pointed by King Ecgberht pre- 
ceptor to his son Aetheluulf. He 
became bishop of Winchester in 
838, and died on 2nd of July 863. 

* Alstanumy Sdrebumite.'] Ealh- 
st4n was bishop of Sherborne in 
817, and died in 867. 
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admonitionibos ad scientiam regnandi stimula- 
bant. SwithunuSy in terrenis nauseans, dominum 
ad coelestia informabat; Alstanus, forensiaquo- 
que non negligenda ratus, eundem contra Danos 
animabat, ipse pecnnias fisco sufficiens, ipse ex- 
ercitum componens. Multa per ilium in talibus, 
et inchoata constanter ot terminata feliciter^ 'qui 
annates legerity inveniet. Vixit in episcopatu 
annis quinquaginta, beatus qui tanto tempore in 
procinctu bonorum operum fuerit ; quern libenter 
laudarem, nisi quod, humana cupiditate ^raptus, 
indebita usurpavit quando monasterium Malmes- 
biriense suis negotiis substravit. Sentimus ad 
hunc diem impudentiae illius calumniam, licet 
locus idem statim, eo mortuo, omnem illam eluc- 
tatus fuerit violentiam ^ usque ad nostrum tempus^ 
quando in idem discrimen recidit. ^Ita sacra 
fames avaritise mortalia pectora exedit ; ita mag- 
nificos, et illustres in cseteris. viros in Tartara 
tmdit. 

§ 109. Ethelwulfus duobus sustentatoribus fre- 
tus, et exteriora bene providere et interiora non 
despuere, post triumphatos scilicet hostes, ad 
Dei cultum versus, ^decimam omnium hydarum 
infra reg^um suum Christi famulis concessit, li- 



^ Qui oMMdUi UgerUJ] Consult 
the Saxon Chronicle, A.D. 82ft— 
845. 

' Raptui,"] D. E,; raptatus, 
A, C, L»\ captatus, S, 

' Vtq^ue ad nostrum tempus, 
quoHdo in idem diacrimen recidit.] 
Malmesbory here alludei to the 
seizure of his monastery, in the 
year 1118, by Roger bishop of 
Salisbury. 

* Ita tacra famesj] Virg. JEn, 
III. 50. 

* Decimam omnium hydarum . . . 
coneesiit,] The grant of tithes by 



King Aetheluulf has given rise to 
much controyersy. See the char- 
ter, dated at Wilton on Easter-day 
(April 22), Indict, ii. A.D. 854. 
(MS. Cott. Claudius C. IX.) The 
charter, which occurs postea ^ 1 14, 
is to be found also in Matthew of 
Westminster and Ingulph. Spel- 
man conjectures that the grant was 
twice made ; first in the year 854, 
and confirmed by the pope when 
Aetheluulf went to Rome ; and 
afterwards upon his return from 
Rome in a great council of the 
kingdom. 
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beram ab omnibus functionibiis, absolutam ab 
omnibus inquietudinibus. Sed quantula est hsec 

He Roei to cjus gloria ? Romam, composito regno, abiit ; 

s^T^' ' ibique ^ tributum, quod Anglia hodieque pensitat, 
sancto Petro obtulit ^ coram quarto Leone papa, 
qui etiam antea 'Elfredum filium ejus ad se mis- 
sum honorifice susceperat, et regem inunxerat. 
Ibi ergo anno integro moratus, ^Scholam Anglo- 



' Trihutum . . . $ancto Petro fore his departure for Rome. See 

obMit,] The Rome-scot, or Pe- p. 172, note ^ 
ter's pence, is here evidently al- , Elfredmm iiUum ama od te 

luded to as the tribute yet paid ^^^^^ Aelfi^firSTmission 

to Rome by Rigland. Itsongm ^ ^J^ ^^ ^ ^^ 

and application are obscure; . n t -^jl- 

o 1 J 4i •« A u when Pope Leo anomted him 

Spelman defines it to be an an- , . . *^ . . . 

d!u1 payment to Rome at the •^f5«««'««^J»^fn"«r««. 
feast if St. Peter of one pemiy *"? '^'^ ^ '?^'"^K^"^ 
from each fkmay. The ^t ^ ~"- . t!?*! ?^ *^ "^ 
appears to have been made after P?Pf. T"**^ Aelfred m a pro- 
jUttelunlf's return to Engtend, ^^*^. R"***, l^f **>*»" 
by what Asser calls a coimen- ^^^^1.^8"*^' ""' "^ "P""^ 
datory epistle, in which he or- 
dered three hundred mancuses to ^ Schoiam Anglomm . . . rfpo- 
be sent annually to Rome ; one rant egregie,'] Matthew of West- 
third of which the pope himself minster (A.D. 727) states that the 
was to have, the remainder to be English School at Rome was 
equally distributed between the founded by Ini, king of Wessex, 
churches of St. Peter and St. with the consent and approbation 
PaulytoproTide lights on Easter- of Pope Gregory. Of this in- 
eve. This grant is supposed by stitution it is belioTed there is no 
Spelman to have been made in early authentic account. The 
a general council of the nation. Angle-School was a quarter near 
' Coram quarto Leone papa,"] St. Peter's, where the English 
Aetheluulf 's journey to Rome pilgrims at Rome resided ; it was 
took place in the year 865, whi- destroyed by fire, according to 
ther he was accompanied by his the Saxon Chronicle, in 816 ; but 
son Aelfired. If the name of the the conflagration here referred to 
pontiff' who presided at the time is probably that mentioned by 
of this visit be here correctly Anastasius as having taken place 
stated, Aetheluulf 's departure in the Saxon street at Rome soon 
must have been before the 17th after the accession of Leo IV. 
July in that year, the date of Leo's Leo sat from 847 till the 17th July 
decease : this circumstance, how- 856 : the end, therefore, rather 
ever, would throw discredit on than the commencement of his 
the date affixed to Aetheluulf 's pontificate would best accord 
charter of tithes (as found in with the statement in the text. 
Ingulph), which most authorities (Anastas. Bibliothecar. in Vitis 
affirm to have been granted be- Pontificum.) 
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rum, quae (ut fertur) ab Offa rege Merciorum pri- 
mitus instituta proximo anno conflagraverat, re* 
paravit egregie. Inde domum per Gallias repa- 
trians, ^Judith filiam Karoli regis Francorum in 
conjugium sumpsit. 

'db successoribus karoli magni. 

§ 110. Siquidem ^ Lodowicns Pius, Karoli magni Emperor 
Alius, quatuor filios habuit; Lotharium, Pippi- a.d. sii. 
num, Lodowicum, Karolum cognomento Calvum : 
quorum * Lotharius, etiam patre vivente, nomen Ea^rig. 
imperatoris usurpans, ^regnavit annis quindecim mo. 
in ea quse jacet juxta Alpes parte Germaniae, et 
nunc Lotharingia (quasi regnum Lotharii) di- 
citur, et in tota Italia cum Roma. In extremo 
vitse adversa valetudine vexatus, seculo renun- 



' Judith filiam Karoli regis 
Francorum in conjugium gumptit^ 
Aetheluulf s marriage with Ju- 
dith, daughter of Charles le 
ChauTe, took place at the palace 
of Vetberies on the 1st of Oc- 
tober 856. 

* De $ucce$9oribu8 Karoli mag- 
niJ] Malmesbury appears to have 
copied great part of this account 
from a contemporary chronicle (ex 
libro Monasterii S. Wandregisili), 
brought down to the year 877 ; 
and also to have consulted the 
chronicle of Adon, archbishop of 
Vienna (A.D. 866—876), and that 
of Hariulfe, a monk of St. Ri- 
quier, who wrote A.D. 1088. — 
(Fragmentum ex lib. Mon. S. 
Wandreg. extans in Cod. MS. Ab- 
batiae S. Victoris, Paris. Num. 
419; Bouquet, vii. 44. — Chron. 
Adonis, edit. Paris. 1622 et 
1661 ; Lugdun. 1677, in Biblio- 
thecis Patrum. — Chron. Har- 
iulfi, apud Acherium, tom. ii. 
Spicilegii ; fol. Paris. 1723.) 

' Lodowicui Piu$,] Louis the 



Pious, called also Le D^bonnaire, 
was associated with his father, 
Charlemagne, in the empire of 
the West, September, A.D. 813; 
and succeeded as sole emperor 
and king of France, 28th Jan. 
814. He died 20th June 840. 

* Lothariui, etiam patre viveU' 
te, nomen imperatoris usurpans,'] 
Lothaire, eldest son of the empe- 
ror Louis I, was during his fa- 
ther's life declared king of France, 
and associated with him in the 
empire, July, A.D. 817. He was 
made king of Italy in the year 
820; and, on Easter day (5th 
April) 823, he received the im- 
perial crown from the hands of 
the pope. 

* Regnavit annis quindecim,^ 
Lothaire reigned fifteen years 
and three months, reckoned from 
his father's death, A.D. 840, when 
he became sole epiperor of the 
West. He died in the abbey of 
Pruim, in Ardennes, on the 29th 
Sept. 855, having taken the mo- 
nastic habit only six days before. 
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ciavit ; \ir omnium ante se longe immanissimns, 
quippe qui ' proprium patrem crebro captivatmn 
in ergastulis Tinxerit. Erat sane ille mansueti 
animi et simplicis ; sed quia mortua Enuengarda, 
de qua priores liberos tulerat, ^Karolum ex Judith 
uxore natum arctius exosculabatur, a Lothario 
inclementer exagitatus. 'Pippinus, alter filius 
Lodowici, regnavit in Aquitania et Wasconia. 
^LodowicuSy tertius filius Lodowici/prseter Nori- 
cam quam habebat, tenuit regna quae pater suns 
illi dederaty id est, Alemanniam, Turingiam, Aus- 
tragiam, Saxoniam, et Ayarorum, id est ^Huno- 
rum, regnum. 'Karolus yero medietatem Francise 
ab occidente, et ^totam Neustriam, Brittaniam, et 



* Proprium patrem . . . in «•- 
gastulis vinxerit,] The emperor 
Louis I. was twice confined by 
his sons in the monastery of St. 
M^dard, de Soissons ; first in the 
year 830, and again in 833. 

^ Kar<dum ex Judith uxore na- 
tum,'] Lothaire, Louis, and Pe- 
pin were the sons of Louis le 
D^bonnaire by his first wife, 
Hermengarde, daughter of Count 
Ingram : after her death (3rd 
Oct. 818) the emperor espoused 
Judith, daughter of Guelphe, 
duke of Ravensperg. Charles, 
called Le Chauve, was the issue 
of this marriage. 

' Pippinua,'] Pepin I. govern- 
ed the kingdom of Aquitaine from 
the year 814, but was not recog- 
nised as king of that country un- 
til the diet of Aix-la-Chapelle, in 
July 817. He died 13th De- 
cember, A.D. 838. 

* Lodowicua,] Louis, called Le 
Germanique, brother of the em- 
peror Lothaire. He was made 
king of Bavaria, A.D. 817 ; and 
died at Frankfort, 28th of Au- 
gust 876. 

^ Prater Noriotm.] The pas- 



sages beginning ' Lodowicus, 
praeter Noricam,' and ending with 
'exilio detrusus,' occur, in the 
chronicle from which Malmes- 
bury copied, after 'diviserunt 
inter se Franoorum imperium,' in 
lieu of the words ' ut supra dixi- 
mus.' (Fragment ex lib. Mon. 
S. Wandregisili.) 

' HunorumJ] ' Hunorum sea 
Ungarorum,' Frag. S. Wandreg. 

' KaroluM.] A, S. C. E. L. ; 
Karolus quartus, (?Calyus,) D, 
M. — Charles le Chaure succeed- 
ed his father, Louis le D^bon- 
naire, in the kingdom of France 
20th June 840. His brother Lo- 
thaire disputed with him the suc- 
cession, but in 843 the crown of 
France fell to the share of Charles 
by agreement. 

^ Totam Neustriam . . . ^^vt- 
taniam,] 'The divisions of France 
were liable to considerable vari- 
ation ; but it may be sufilcient to 
observe that Aquitaine lay be- 
tween the Garonne and Loire; 
Vasconia, from the Garonne to 
the Pyrenees along the coast to 
tlie eastward ; Austrasia, or East 
France, besides various tnetB be- 
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maximam partem Burgundise, Gothiam, Wasco- suoeMMn 
niam, Aquitaniam, ^ submoto inde Pippino filio ^ugne. 
Pippiniy et in monasterio sancti Medardi attonso : 
qui postea inde per fugam elapsus, et Aquitaniam 
regressuSy multo tempore fiigiendo ibi latuit ; ite- 
rumque, a Ranulfo ^praefecto 'perfide deceptus, 
comprehensns est, et ad Karolnm^ adductor SiWa- 
necto, perpetuo est exilio ^detrusus. ^ Post mortem 
vero Lodowici piissimi imperatoris, Lotharius, 
ante obitum patris decem et octo annis unctus ad 
imperatorem^ contra fratres suos, id est, Lodo- 
wicum 'piissimom regem Baioarionim, et Karo- 
lum, exercitum duxit ; adjuncto sibi Pippino cum a.d. 84i. 
Aquitanorum populo in pago ^Autisiodorensi, in 



yond the Rhine, lay between that ' Perflde.] S. D, M. and Frag. 

river and the Mease ; Neustria, S. Wandreg. ; 'per fidem/ A. C. 

or West France, from the Chan- E, L. and Chron. Adon. 

nel to the Loire, with the excep- 4 Adduehu.'] A. D.E.L.; de- 

tion of Brittanny.' (Sharpe, ductus, S. C. 

p. 114.) Neustna included the »x)^,„^i<Dan,pnatu8,'Frag. 

country aAerwards called Nor- « w«ndi« i- 7 -o 

' Submoto inde Pippino.^ Upon ^<>«* tnoHem vero Lodowtet 
the death of Pepin I. king of P^tsnmt tmperatons.] A. C. D. 
Aquitaine, in December 838, the ^' ^' ^' » omitte** in iS. — The 
emperor Louis gave that kingdom *«** ^^ **»»* passage to the ac- 
to his youngest son, Charles le ^^^^ ^^ ^« death of the empe- 
Chauve ; but Pepin, the late ^or Charles le Chauve, ' tertio 
king's son, then but a chUd, dis- ^^^ Octobns, mdictione de- 
puted with him the crown, and ^ima, anno Domini nostri octin- 
retained the tiUe of king of Aqui- gentesimoseptuagesimo septimo,' 
tame. In 862 Pepin was made " copied verbatim from the Chro- 
a monk in the monastery of S. ""^le of S. Vandregisile. (Frag. 
M^dard ; but, having thence es- ^x lib. Monast S. Wandregisili.) 
caped back to Aquitaine in 866, ' Piissimtm.'] Probably inter- 
he was betrayed by Rainulf, earl polated in the M SS. The word 
of Poitou, in 864, and brought to does not occur in the fragment of 
Charles, who then confined him the chronicle before referred to, 
in the prison of Senlis, where he nor is the epithet usually applied 
shortly after died. See Chron. to Louis, king of Bavaria: the 
Adonis Archiep. Viennens. emperor Louis, his father, ob- 
'Pn^ec^o.JMalmesb. and Frag, tained the surname of Pious, or 
S. Wandreg. ; * praefato,' Chron. Le D^bonnaire. 
Adon. * Autisiodorenn,] Auxerre. 
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loco qui vocatur Fontanetum : in quo loco cam 
Francis cum omnibus nationibus sibi subjectis, 
mutua se caede prosternerent, ad ultimum Liodo- 
wicus et KaroluSy Lothario fugato, 'triomphum 
adepti sunt. ^Post cruentissimum yero prselium, 
pace inter eos facta, diviserunt inter se Franco- 
rum imperium, 'ut supra diximus. Lotharius yero, 
ex ^Ermengarda filia Hugonis, tres filios habuit, 
^id est, ^Lodowicum, cui regnum Romanorum et 
Italiam tradidit ; alterum autem ^Lotharium^ cui 



' Triumphwn adepti sunt.'] C. 
D. E, ; triumphaverunt. A, S.; 
triumphati sunt, L, 

' Post cruentissimwn vera pnt- 
/tvm.] The memorable battle of 
Fontenai, one of the most cala- 
mitous in the annals of France, 
was fought 25th June, A.D. 841, 
when the emperor Lothaire and 
his nephew, Pepin II. king of 
Aquitaine, were defeated by 
Charles le Chauve, assisted by 
his brother, Louis of Bavaria. 
In 843, the estates of the em> 
peror Louis were divided by 
agreement among the three bro- 
thers. Lothaire retained the em- 
pire, and the kingdoms of Italy, 
Lorraine, Provence, and Bur- 
gundy. Louis had Bavaria, Ger- 
many, Thuringia, Saxony, Pan- 
nonia, or Hungary ; and Charles, 
the kingdom of France, Neustria, 
Brittanny, part of Burgundy, Go- 
thia, Gascony, and Aquitaine. 
See Chron. Adon. Arch. Vien- 
nens. and Hariulfi Chron. lib. in. 
c. 6. 

'^ Ut supra diximus.'] The frag- 
ment of the Chronicle of S. Van- 
dregisile here reads, ' Et Lotha- 
rius quidem accepit regnum Ro- 
manorum, et totam Italiam, et 
partem Francis orientalem, to- 
tamque Provinciam. Ludovicus 
vero prster Noricam,' &c. as far 
as ' perpetuo est exilio detrusus.' | 



^ Ermengarda,] Herroengarde, 
daughter of Count Hugh, was 
married to the emperor Lothaire 
in October, A.D. 821, and died 
20th March 851. 

* Id est.] A. C. D, E. L. ; pri- 
mum, S. 

' Lodowicum,] Louis II, crown- 
ed king of Italy by Pope Sergius 
in 844, was associated with his 
father, Lothaire, in the empire 
after February in 849 ; received 
the imperial crown from Pope 
Leo, A.D. 850 ; and became sole 
emperor of the West in 855. He 
died without male issue, on the 
6th of August 875 ; and was suc- 
ceeded by his uncle, Charles le 
Chauve. 

^ Lo^Aorttcm, cui sedem tsipm- 
alem reliquit.] i. e. Lorraine, reg- 
numLotharii. — See Adonis Chron. 
* Lotharius imperator, infirmarise 
conspiciens, regnum inter filios 
dividit. Carolo, minori, Provin- 
ciam et partem Burgundia; ; Lo- 
thario, medio filio, sedem suain ; 
Lodowico imperatori Italiam con- 
signari jubet.' Compare also the 
Annals of Metz, and the Chro- 
nicle of Marianus Scotus. It has 
been questioned whether theking- 
dom of Lorraine obtained its name 
from Lothaire the emperor, or 
from his son Lothaire. King Lo- 
thaire died at Plesaunce, on the 
8th of August, A J). 860. 
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sedem imperialem reliquit; tertium Tero'Karolum^ JrcSSS? 
cui Proyinciam gubemandam ^dimisit. Deces- "*«"«• 
sit quoque Lotharius anno incamationis Domini a.d. us. 
'nostri Jesu Christioctingentesimo quinquagesimo 
quinto^ imperii ^sive regni sui ^tricesimo tertio. 
Post cujus obi turn Karolus filius ejus^^qni guber- 
nabat Proyinciam, ^octavo anno moritur. De-A.D.8«3. 
hinc ^Lodowicus imperator Romanorom, et Lo- ^mMror 
tharius^ fratreSy regnum ejos, hoc est Provin- ad.sss. 
dam^ inter se dispartiunt. Lodowicus autem ^^ <>' ^^ 
rex Noriconim, id est, Baioariorum, ^Lodowici 
imperatoris filius, anno incamationis Domini oc- 
tingentesimo sexagesimo quinto, post festivitatem 
pascbalem ^regnum suum inter filios suos divisit, a.d.m5. 
et '^Karlomanno quidem dedit Noricam, id est, 
Baioariam, et Marcas contra Sclavos et Longo- 
bardos; '^Lodowico vero Turingiam, Austrasios 
Francos, et Saxoniam dimisit; ^'Karolo quoque 



' Karolum.^ Charles, youngest 
son of the emperor Lothaire, king 
of Proyence. 

* Dimisit J] A. D, E, L, ; com- 
misit, S. C. 

* Nostri Jeiu Christi.^ A. D. 
E, L, ; omitted in S, C. 

^ Sice regni."] A. D, E, L,; 
omitted in S, C, 

* Trieesimo tertitf.'] Thirty-two 
yean and six months, reckoned 
from his acceptance of the impe- 
rial crown firom Pope Pascal I. 

* Octavo amto moritur.] Charles 
commenced his reign in Provence, 
A.D. 856 ; and died in 86S, with- 
out children. 

' Lodowieui . . . dispartiunt,'] 
Tlie emperor Louis II, and Lo- 
tliaire king of Lorraine, divided 
their brother's estates between 
them. Louis had Provence and 
the part of Burgundy beyond 
Mount Jura; Lothaire obtained 
the remainder. See Chron. Ado- 
nb Archiep. Viennens. 



' Lodawici.] Louis the Pious. 

* Reg^num suum inter flHos suos 
diffisit.^ This division in the 
year 865 is not mentioned by any 
other ancient French writer, with 
the exception of Hariulfe, who 
probably derived his statement 
from the same source with 
Malmesbury, viz. the Chronicle 
of S. Vandregisile. The three 
sons of Louis, king of Bavaria, 
upon his death in 876, succeed- 
ed severally to his estates. 

^'^Karlomanno.] CarIoman,king 
of Bavaria, who died 22nd March 
880. 

^^Lodowico.] Louis, king of 
Germany, Saxony, and Austra- 
sia, succeeded his father, Louis 
of Germany, A.D. 876, and died 
20th Jan. 882. 

^Karolo.] Charles, king of 
Suabia, called Le Gros, subse- 
quently became emperor of the 
West and king of France. 
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ChaHM b 
A.D.MA 



A.D. 175. 



A.D. 07f. 



Alemanniam et Cnrwalam, id est, comitaitiiBi 
' Corna-gnallise, reliqait. Ipse tamea Lodowims 
super filios saos feliciter 'regnaTit in omni pcytes- 
tatesoaanDis decern. Et post haec obiit^Lodowicnu 
rex anno ^Dominicae incamatioiiis octingeatesimo 
septuagesimo sexto, cum regnasset annis *qDiii- 
quaginta qnatnor. ' Karohis aotem rex Ooadea- 
talium Francomin, anno tricesimo sexto regni ad 
in Italiam pergens "orandi causa, ad limina iqposto- 
lorom pervenit; ibique a cancto populo Romano 
imperator eligitur, et a Johanne papa in impe- 
ratorem consecratur, octavo kalendas Janoaiii, 
anno Dominicae incamationis octingentesimo sep-> 
toagesimo quinto. Inde in Galliam prospere *in- 
gressus est. '^Anno quoqne regni soi tricesimo 
octavo, et 'Mmperii tertio inchoante, in Italiam 
iterum perrexit ; et coUoqoio Jobannis papse nsns, 
in Galliam revertens, ''transcenso Ciniso monte. 



' Conrn-gmaUut^ A, D. E,L,; 
Gsllur, 49. C. — < LiteraUy, the 
Horn ofGaal,/romthe projectioii 
of Brittaimy.' (Sharpe, 116.) 

' Regmtvii in omni potegtate 
9ua anni$ decern,"] The fngment 
of S. VandregisUe here readB, 
* nunc priocipatam tenet anno 
incamationis Domini octingente- 
aimosexagesimonono.' From this 
may be inferred the age in which 
the author wrote. 

' Decern,'] ' Undecim,' Chron. 
Hariulfl. 

** Lodowiem rtx,] A. D, E. L, 
M, ; Lodowicus, C. ; omitted in 8, 

* DominiccB tncama^ioMe,'] S, 
C. D, E, M. ; incamati Verbi, A,; 
omitted in L, 

* Quinquaginta q;uatnor,] Louis, 
king of Bavaria, had nearly com- 
pleted the fifty-ninth year of his 
reign, reckoned from his acces- 
sion in 817. 

7 Karolua amtem rex Occidenta" 
Hum Froneorum.] Charles le 



ChauTe, king of F^«nce, suc- 
ceeded his nephew, Louis II, in 
the empire of the West ; and re- 
ceired the imperial crown firooi 
the hands of Pope John YIII. at 
Rome, on Christmas day, A.D. 
876. 

' Orandi antm,] A. D. E. L. ; 
orationis gratia, S, C. 

' Jn^retfift est .] A. D. £. L.; 
reversus est, S, C. and Frag. S. 
Wandreg. 

'^ Anno fwotfue regni ntu] A, 
D,E,L, ; anno autem regni, S.C, 

'' Imperii tertio in c konnt e . ] 
Charles had not completed his 
second year. On S5th Dec. 875 
he was crowned, and died Sth 
Oct 877. 

** TranteenMo Cinim monie.'] 
Charies is said to hare been poi- 
soned by his Jewish phjrsicias, 
S^d^cias, 6th Oct. 877, at Brioa, 
a village situate to the west of 
Mount Cenis. 
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priesentis lominis caruit visu, 'teitio nonas Oc- 
tobris, isdictioae decima, anno 'Domini nostri oc- 
tiogeatesimo septoagesimo septimo : cui successit 
in regno 'filios ejos Lodowicus. Deinde, anno 
regni soi secondo necdnm expleto, idem Lodo- 
wicns obiit ^Compendio palatio, 'sexto idus 
ApriliB, indictione doodecima, anno Domini oe- 
tingentesimo septuagesimo nono. Deinde filii 
^as, 'Lodowicos et Karlomannos, regnnm ejus 
inter se dispartinnt. Prtedictus vero rex Lodo- 
wicos in'pagoVimniaco,^cum Normannis bellum 
gerens, trinmpbnm adeptns est ; et non multo post 
obiit, 'pridie nonaa Augustas, anno Domini octin- 



EmMm 
LouUlll. 



'Tertia lumat OtiobrU.i So 
■Uo in Hiriulfe. Some of the 
French chroaidea read 'nonu 
Octobrii;' bnt the beat, 'pridie 

'Doaiiiu Koriri.] A. E. L.; 
Domini, S. ; Domini noatri Jesa 
Chiiati, D. HI. 

' FUiiugut Lodateifa.'] Louis 
n. of FriDce, *nA HI. of the em- 
pire, called ^bua, orLe Bigue, 
ma crowned king atCompiigne, 
SIh Dec. 8T7, and emperor A.D. 
ST8. 

* CmpcMlio.] C. D. E.L.;iB 
Compendio, A. S. 

' Stxto iduM Aprilii.] ' Quiulo 
idua,' Chron. Harinlfi.— The but 
writer! atate that Louis le Bigue 
died at CoBipitgM on the IDth 
of April (quarto idus Aprilia), 
A.D. 6TQ. 

* Lodnnnu tt Kar l tmi a mai.] 
Loni* III. and Carloinan Joinfly 
•■cceeded in the kingdom of 
France on the death of their fa- 
ther, Lonia le Bigue : the fbr- 
■er had Fnwce and Nenatiia; 
the latter, Buqpindy asd Aqni- i 
Mne, Charles le Grof, aom of 
Looia king of BaTarta, obtained 



^ Paga Vinmiaca.] U Vimeu. 

' Cum NornUHMu billiim gt- 
rau.] Louis defeated the North- 
men, or Normans, A.D. SSI, at a 
place called Saulcourt ; when 
Guonn, their chienain, was slain. 
II is said that in this battle King 
Louis BoBtained an internal in- 
jury, from the effects of which he 
afterwards died. 

*Pridis nimat Aagiutiu 

4 BtMa dttima.] Malmesbor; fol- 
lowa Hariulfe in placing the 
death of Louis III. of France 
' on the 4th of August, A.D. 881 ; 
and the duration of the reigna 
of Louis and Carloman is also 
computed by both historians 
from that year ; bnt it muil 
be observed that the ISth in- 
dictioD did not begin until the 
2Sth of December SSI. The death 
of Louis ia uaaally assigned to 
the 5th August 882, and the coro- 
nation of Carloman to the Wh 
September following ; in which 
case Louis must have reigned 
three years and fonr montha, and 
Carloman (who died etb Decem- 
ber 884) two years and Uiree 
months alone, but five yean and 
eight months from the death of 
his father, Lonia. 
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gentesimo octogesimo primOy indictione qninta- 
decima. Reguavit annos duos^ menses ^tres, dies 
viginti quatuor. Cui successit in reg^o frater 
ejus Karlomannus. Reg^iavit tribus annis et 
^diebas sex ; deinde in ^Euuellino saltn, in monte 
Aerico, a ^fero singulari percussus est. Obiitanno 
Dominicae incarnationis octingentesimo octoge- 
simo quarto, indictione secunda, octavo idus 
Decembris. Deinde ^ Karolus rex Suavorum, filius 
Lodowici regis Noricorum, monarchiam totius im- 
perii Francorum et Romanorum assumit anno 
Verbi incamati octingentesimo octogesimo quinto, 
indictione tertia. Cujus visionem, quia memo- 
rabilem puto^ hie dignum duco intexere. 



Cbartot*! 
▼itkm. 



"VISIO KAROLI. 

§ 111. ' In nomine Dei summi Regis regnm ! Ego 
Karolus imperator, gratuito Dei dono rex Ger- 
manorum et patricius Romanorum, atque impe- 



' 7Vf«.] A.S,D, E, L, ; qua- 
tuor, C. 

* Diebus.] So in aU the MSS. 
but probably mistaken for * men- 
sibus:' Hariulfe writes 'tribus 
annis et dimidio.' 

' Euuellino $aUuJ] The forest 
of Iveline. 

* Fero,] A. C. D, E. L. ; fera, 
S. and Chron. Hariulfi. — In some 
of the French chronicles it is 
stated that Carloman, whilst 
hunting in the forest of Baisieu, 
was accidentally wounded by 
Bertholde, one of his attendants ; 
and that, to screen him from 
punishment, the story of the boar 
was reported (Annal. Mettens. 
et Fuldens. continuaL ; Anna!. 
Vedastini ; and Chron. de Gest. 
Norm, in Franc.) : but Malmes- 
bury agrees with the Saxon Chro- 
nicle, Asser, and other English 
writers. 



' Karolui rex Smmontm, ] 
Charles le Gros was crowned 
emperor of the West on Christ- 
mas day, A.D. 880 ; and took pos- 
session of the kingdom of France 
on the death of Carloman, 6th 
Dec. 884, to the prejudice of 
Charles le Simple, posthumous 
son of Louis le B^gue. He was 
recognised as lung of France 
about the end of January 885. 

* Futo KaroU.] The Tisioo of 
Charles le Gros is copied by 
Malmesbury, verbatim, fh>m Ha- 
riulfe's Chronicle, lib. iii. c. 21 
(tom. II. Spicilegii, p. S2S ; fbl. 
Paris. 1723).— Alberic de Trois 
Fontaines gives the substance of 
it, and refers to Malmesbury: 
'Sequitur mirabilis visio que 
facta est hoc anno, 889, (rectius 
88G,) eidem Karolo, secundum 
WiUelmum Malmesbiriensem.' 
The annals improperiy ascribed 
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rator Francorum, sacra nocte Dominici diei, post ci»iri«i'« 

Tisiun. 

celebratum noctornarum horarum divinum offi- 
cium^ dam irem repausationis cubitum^ et Tellem 
dormitionis carpere somnum, venit vox ad me 
tembiliter dicens, " Karole, exiet a te modo spi- 
ritus tuus in bora non modica:" statunque fui 
raptus in spiritu; et qui me sustulit in spiritu 
fuit candidissimuSy tenuitque in manu sua 'glo- 
merem lineum ^clarissimi jubar luminis emit- 
tentem, sicut solent cometse facere quando 
apparent ; coepitque ilium dissolvere, et dixit ad 
me, ^'Accipe filum glomeris micantis, et liga 
ac 'noda firmiter in pollice tuse dextrse manus, 
quia per ilium duceris in labyrintha^as infer- 
norum poenas :" et hoc dicto praecessit me, velo- 
citer distorquens filum luciflui glomeris ; duxitque 
me in profundissimas valles et igneas^ quae erant 
plense puteis ardentibus pice, et sulphure^ plum* 
boque^ et cera, et adipe. Ibi inveni pontifices 
patris mei et avunculorum meorum; quos cum 
pavens interrogarem quid tam gravia paterentur 
tormenta^ responderunt mihi, ** Fuimus episcopi 
patris tui et avunculorum tuorum, et dum debui- 
mus illos^ et populum illorum, de pace et concordia 
admonere et praedicare, seminavimus discordias, 
et incentores malorum fuimus ; ^unde nuncincen- 
dimur in istis Tartareis suppliciis, et nos, et alii 
homicidiorum et rapinarum amatorcs : hue etiam 



to ABser, sub an. 886, also re- 
cite the vision of Charles le 
Groe : ' Rarolus tertius impe- 
rator, filius Hlodwici regis No- 
ricorum sive Boiarorum, hoc tem- 
pore vidit visionem, quam, ita ut 
hie constat, scriptam referebat, 
dicens, Ego Karolus,' &c. (Gale, 
III. 169.) In the French chronicles 
of S.Denis, and in some Latin 



M8S. the vision is erroneously 
attributed to Charles le Chauve. 
(Bouquet, ix. 60.) 

^GUmerem.^ So in aU the MSS. 
See note ^ p. 166. 

« Ctemwmt.] A, S. D, E. M ; 
clarissime, C. L. 

' Noda.]^.CJ>.£.L.; nota,iS. 

< Vnde.^ S.C,D,E,L. ; inde. A, 

M 
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tui episcopi et satellites venient, qui similiter 
amant nunc facere/' Et dam haec tremibundns 
auscultarem, ecce, nigerrimi daemones advolantes 
cum uncis igneis volebant apprehendere filmn 
glomeris quem in manu tenebam^ et ad se attra- 
here ; sed, reverberantibus radiis illios glomeris, 
non valebant filum contingcre. Deinde, post ter- 
g^m meum currentes, voluemnt me adancinare, 
et in ipsos puteos sulphureos praecipitare : sed 
ductor mens, qui portabat glomerem, jactavit 
super scapulas filum glomeris, et duplicavit ilium, 
traxitque fortiter post 'me ; sicque ascendimus 
super montes- altissimos igneos, de quibus orie- 
bantur paludes et flumina ferventia, et omnia me- 
tallorum genera buUientia, ubi reperi innumeras 
animas hominum et principum patris mei et 'fra- 
trum meorum praecipitatas, alias usque ad ca- 
pillos, alias usque ad mentum, alias usque ad um- 
bilicum ; clamaveruntque ad me ejulando, '' Dum 
viximus, amavimus tecum, et cum patre tuo, et 
cum fratribus tuis, et cum avunculis tuis, facere 
praelia, et homicidia, et rapinas pro cupiditate 
terrena ; ideo in ista bullientia flumina, et metal- 
lorum Mi versa genera, sustinemus tormenta." Et 
cum ad haec timidus intenderem, audivi retro me 
animas clamare, ** Potentes potenter tormenta pa- 
tientur." Et respexi, et vidi super ripas fluminis 
bullientis fomaces piceas et sulpbureas, plenas 
magnis draconibus et scorpionibus ct serpenti- 
bus diversi generis ; ubi etiam vidi aliquos patris 
mei principes, et meos et fratrum meorum, nec- 
non et avunculorum meorum, dicentes mihi, *^ Heu 
nobis, Karole ! vides quam gravia habemus tor- 



' Me,^ E, ; se, A. S. C. D. L, 

* Fratrum meorum.'] A, S. C, 

D. E, ; after < meorum,' L, reads 

' et meorum,' and in the margin 



* cognatorum,' probably for ' avun- 
culorum.' 

* DiverM."] A, S. C. E, L. ; di- 
Tersorum, D. M, 
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menta propter nostram malitiam et superbiam^ chariei'i 
et mala consilia quae regibus nostris et tibi de- 
dimus propter cupiditatem." Cumque ^ base do- 
lendo congemiscerem, cucurrerunt ad me dra- 
cones, apertis et plenis faucibus igne et sulphure 
et pice, volentes me inglutire; at diictor meus 
triplicavit super me filum, a cujus radiis claritatis 
superata sunt ora illorum ignea, et ^pertraxit me 
Tididius. Et descendimus in unam vallem, qua; 
erat 'ex una parte tenebrosa, ardens velut cli- 
banus ignis; ex alia yero parte tam amoenis- 
sima et splendidissima ut nulla ratione dicere 
valeam. Vertique me contra tenebrosam et flam- 
mivomam partem, yidique ibi aliquos reges mei 
generis in magnis suppUciis : et tunc, nimis ^con- 
strictus angustia, putavi me statim in ipsis de- 
mergi suppliciis a gigantibus nigerrimis, qui ip* 
sam vallem inflammabant cunctis generibus ig* 
nium ; et valde tremens, glomeris filo illumi- 
nante oculos meos, vidi e latere vallis paulisper 
albescere lumen, ibique duos fontes fluere. Unus 
erat nimium calidus; alter yero clarus et tepi- 
dus : et erant ibi duo dolia. Cumque illuc irem, 
filo glomeris regeute gressus meos, intuitus super 
unum ubi erat fervens aqua, vidi ibi genitorem 
meum ^Lodowicum stare usque ad femora; et 
nimis dolore aggravatus, et angore perculsus, 
dixit ad me, ** Domine meus Karole, noli timere. 
Scio quia revertetur rursus spiritus tuus ad cor* 
pus tuum ; et permisit te Deus hue venire ut vi- 
deres propter quse peccata ego, et omnes quos 
yidisti, talia toleramus supplicia. Uno enim die 



» Hac."] C. D. £. L. ; ad haec, 
S, ; hoc, A. 

« Pertraxii,] S, C, E, L. ; pro- 



texit, D, M, ; protraxit, A, \ * Lodowicum.'} Louis of Bavaria 

M3i 



» Ex,] A,S.C,E,L, ; in, D. ;Tf. 
* Coiutricttu] A. D. E. L.\ 
pcrterritus et constrictus, S. C. 
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snm in isto ferventis dolii balneo, et altero die 
transmutor in isto soavissimo altero aquae dolio ; 
et hoc fit precibus sancti Petri et sancti * Remigii, 
cnjus patrociniis hactenus genus nostrum regale 
regnaTit. Sed, si mihi snbTeneris cito, tu, et mei 
fideles episcopi et abbates, et omnis ordo ecclesi- 
asticus, missis, ^oblationibns, psalmodiis, Tigiliis, 
eleemosinis, Telociter liberatns ero de isto aquae 
bullientis dolio; nam frater mens Lotharins, et 
ejus filius Lodowicus, sancti Petri sanctique Re- 
mig^i precibus exempti sunt de istis poenis, et jam 
ducti sunt in gaudium paradisi Dei/' Dixitque 
ad me, ** Respice sinistrorsum :" cumque respexis- 
sem, vidi ibi duo dolia altissima bullientia. ** Ista/' 
inquit, ** sunt tibi prseparata, nisi te emendaTeris, 
et poenitentiam egeris de tuis nefiEuidis delictis ;" 
coepique tunc graviter horrere. Cumque cemeret 
'comes mens in tanto paTore esse spiritum meum, 
dixit ad me, *' Sequere me ad dextram luculen- 
tissimse vallis paradisi." Et, cum graderemur, 
contemplatus sum ingenti claritate cum glorio- 
sis regibus sedere Lotharium aTunculum meum 
super lapidem topazium mirse magnitudinis, coro- 
natum diademate pretioso, et juxta eum filium 
ejus Lodowicum similiter ^ coronatum. Videns me, 
cominus ^accersivit, blanda voce dicens, ** Karole, 
successor mens nunc ^tertius in imperio Roma- 



' Remigii,'] St Remi, arch- 
biBhop of Rheims, the apostle of 
Frahce, who is supposed to have 
baptized Clovis. The commence- 
ment of his episcopate is com- 
monly referred to the year 457, 
and his death to A.D. 5S0. (Bou- 
quet, IV. 51, ». *.) 

* OblatumUnu,] C. D, E. L. ; 
orationibus, A. S. 

• Comes.] A, CD, E,L. ; duc- 
tor,S. 



* CortmofiiM.] A. S. C. E. L. ; 
corona coronatum, D. M, 

* AccertivitJ] A, D. £. L. ; ac- 
cersivit me, S. C. 

' TerthuJ] The emperor Lo- 
thaire was succeeded by his son 
Louis II, followed by Charles le 
Chauve, whom his son Louis III, 
called Le B^gue, succeeded ; 
Charles le Gros was therefore 
fourth in succession from Lo- 
thaire. 
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nomm^ yeni ad me. Scio quod per pcenalem charwt 
locum venisti^ ubi est pater tuus, frater meus^ 
positus in thermis sibi destinatis ; sed per miseri- 
cordiam Dei citissime de illis liberabitur poenis^ 
sicut et nos liberati sumus, mentis sancti Petri^ 
sanctique precibus Remigii, cui Deus magnum 
apostolatum dedit super reges et super gentes 
Francorum; qui nisi quisquiliis nostras propa- 
ginis suffragatus fuerit et adjuverit^ jam defi- 
ciet genealogia nostra regnando et imperando : 
unde scito quoniam tolletur ocius potestas imperii 
de manu tua^ et postea parvissimo vives tempore." 
Tunc, conyersus contra me, Lodowicus dixit mihi, 
*' Imperium quod hactenus tenuisti, jure hseredi- 
tario debet recipere 'Lodowicus filius filise meae ;" 
et, hoc dicto, yisum est mihi affore in praesentiarum 
infantulum. Tunc, intuens eum, Lotharius 'ayus 
ejus dixit mihi, '^ Talis yidetur esse infans, qualis 
ille puer fuit quem statuit Dominus in medio 
discipulorum, et dixit, ^'Talium est reg^ium coe- 
lorum : dico yobis, quia angeli eorum yident fa- 
ciem patris mei qui in coelis est.' Tu yero 
redde illi potestatem imperii per illud filum glo- 
meris quod in manu tenes." Disnodans ergo 
filum de pollice dextrae meae, donabam illi mon- 
archiam omnem imperii per ipsum filum; sta- 



^ Lodowicus JUius JUue mea.] 
Louis, snniained L'Aveugle, son 
of Boson king of Prorence, and 
Hermengarde, daughter of the 
emperor Louis If. Upon the 
death of Charles le Gros, in 
888, the states were divided into 
fire kingdoms, and Louis became 
king of Aries : he was crown- 
ed king of Burgundy in 890, 
went to Italy in 899, and was 
driven back by Berenger, pseudo- 
emperor ; but returning to Rome 
in 900, contrary to his oath, he 
was taken prisoner by Berenger, 



and blinded, in 902. About the 
end of the year 900, or the be- 
ginning of 901 , he was crowned 
emperor by Pope Benedict IV. 
Louis was living after the 6th of 
January 823, having granted a 
diploma of that date, in the 2Srd 
year of his empire. He died 
about the year 929. 

' AvusJ] The emperor Lothaire 
was great-grandfather of Louis 
I'Aveugle. 

s Talium . . . c€tlU est.] Matth. 
XVIII. 10. 
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charwt timque ipsum ^ glomus fnlgidum sicnt jnbar soKs 

coadonatum est totum in mana illins : sicqne, post 

hoc factum mirabile, reTersns est spiritus mens 

in corpore meo valde fessus et conterritus. De- 

niqae sciant omnes (velint an nolint) quoniam 

secundum destinationem Dei in manu illius rever- 

tetur totum imperium Romanorum : et quod super 

ipsum non praevaleo agere, praeripiente me ar- 

ticulo Yocationis meae, Deus, qui vivorum domi- 

natur et mortuorum, illud perficiet et confir- 

mabit; cujus seternum et sempitemum regnum 

permanet sine fine in secula seculorum. Amen/ 

§ 1] 2. ' Visionem istam, et regnorum paititionem, 

verbis quibus ^scripta inveni^ hie ^apposui. Hoc 

AD. 888. ergo Karolo ^vix duobus annis potestate integra 

cbariM le imperii et regni functo, ^successit in reg^o Karo- 

898. ' ' luSy filius illius Lodowici qui apud Compendium 

AD. 919. obiit. Hie est Karolus qui filiam Edwardi regis 

Anglorum uxorem duxit, 'deditque Normanniam 

Rolloni cum filia sua Gisla, quse esset vas pads, 

'pigneratrix foederis. At vero in imperio suc- 



1 aUmuM.'] With thU excep- 
tion, ' glomus' is written in the 
masculine gender throughout the 
vision. See note ^i infra. 

' VisUmem istam . . . verbis 
qmibua tcripta tnoent.] See note ', 
p. IGO. 

* ScriptaJ] S, C, E. L, ; scrip- 
tam, A. D. M, 

* ApponU.] S. C. D. E, L.— 
After * apposui,' A, reads ' Unde 
et glomerem maBCulino genere, 
sicut in exemplari comipte habe- 
l>atur, posui.' 

* Vix duobMM annig . . ./vxcto.] 
Charles did not survive two years, 
and died on the I2th or ISth Ja- 
nuary, A.D. 88S. 

* Successit in regno KamluM,'] 
Charles, called Le Simple, post- 
humous son of Louis le B^gue, 
was crowned king of France at 



Rheims, 27th Jan. 89S. He 
ried Eadgiva, or Eadg3rfii, daugh- 
ter of Eadweard the Elder, king 
of England, A.D. 010 ; and had 
by her a son, afterwainda Louis 
IV. king of France, called d*On- 
tremer. In June 023 he was 
made prisoner by Herbert, count 
of Champagne and Vermandois ; 
and died in prison at Penmne, 
on the 7th of October, A J). 029. 

7 Deditque Normanniam Rot- 
loni,] About the year 012, the 
Normans settled in Neustria, and 
Charles bestowed his daughter 
Gisle, or Giselle, upon Rollo, first 
duke of Normandy, upon condi- 
tion of his embracing Christianity. 

^ Pigneratrix /«tderi$»'i In al- 
lusion seemingly to the name of 
Charles's daughter Gisle, t e. 
' pledge.' 
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cessit 'Karolo isti Amulfus rex^ de genere impera- Enmeror at- 
torio, * tutor Lodowici pueri de quo superior visio 896. 
narrat. Arnulfo ergo post ^quindecim annos de- 
functo, successit ^Lodowicus idem ; quo mortuo, i-ooJ* iv. 

_ ' * ' A.D 899 

Conradus quidam, rex Teutonicorum, imperavit. conn«i, 

A.D. 913. 



* Karolo Uii Amul/ua rex,'\ 
Charles le Gros was succeeded in 
the empire by Amoul, the natural 
son of Carloman king of Bararia. 
Having been chosen king of Ger- 
many in the month of November 
887, he was consecrated emperor 
by Pope Formosus before 4th 
April, A.D. 806. 

' Tutor Lodowici pueri .... 
narrat.] Boson, whom Charles le 
Chauve had made duke of Pavia 
in 876, married Hermengarde in 
the same year, after Charles's re- 
turn to France, and died on the 
llthof January, A.D. 887. The 
son of this marriage was Louis, 
who may therefore have been 
about nine years old at his fa- 
ther's death, and at the time 
when the vision of Charles le 
Gros is supposed to have taken 
place, — the year also in which 
Amoul was ^^cted king of Ger- 
many. Loolt may have been 
placed about this period under 
the care of Amoul, but the fact 
is not authenticated by any an- 
cient French vrriter. Hermen- 
garde, the widow of Boson, vi- 
sited Amoul at Forcheim in the 
year 890 ; the object of which, as 
Mabillon conjectures, was to in- 
duce his sanction to the corona- 
tion of her son Louis, who was 
elected king of Burgundy in that 
year at the Council of Valence. 
(Mabillon, lib. in. Annal. Bened. 
Num. 47.) Upon the death of 
Boson, the French annals state 
that Louis went to the emperor 
Charles le Gros at Kircheim, 
who there admitted him to do 
homage, and adopted him as his 



son. Louis received the impe- 
rial crown from the pope in the 
year 901. 

' Quindecim annof.] It is not 
apparent from what period these 
fifteen years are to be computed. 
The emperor Amoul died 29th 
of November, A.D. 899, in the 
fifth year of his empire, having 
just completed the twelfth of his 
reign. 

* Lodowicus idem.^ Louis IV, 
son of Amoul, is here confounded 
with Louis, son of Boson: it was 
the former who was chosen em- 
peror by the princes of Germany 
upon his father's death, in 899. 
Though he was never recognised 
as emperor, upon his death Con- 
rad viras elected, and reigned in 
Germany till his death, 23rd Dec. 
A.D. 918. The emperor Louis, 
son of Boson, survived Conrad, 
king of Germany, several years. 

* ComxiduM . . . imperavit.'] Upon 
the death of Louis IV, Conrad, 
count of Franconia, son-in-law of 
the emperor Amoul, was chosen 
emperor of Grermany, A.D. 912 ; 
but his authority was not recog- 
nised in Italy. Some maintain 
that Conrad, and his successor 
Henry, were never emperors, be- 
cause it was then customary to 
consider as such those only who 
had received the imperial crown 
from the pope: the first, there- 
fore, after the extinction of the 
German branch of the family of 
Charlemagne, who received that 
distinction, was Otho the Great, 
son of Henry, created emperor 
in 962. 
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Henry I, 
A.D. 919. 



Aetheluulf 
retumt 
home, 
A.D. 856. 



Huic successit ^filius Henricus, qui misit ad Atbel- 
stanum regem Anglorum pro duabus sororibus 
suis Aldgitha et Edgitha; ^quarum posteriorem 
filio suo Othoni coUocavit, ^alteram coidam duci 
juxta Alpes nuptum dedit. Ita hodieque impe- 
rium Romanorum et regnum Francomm ab an- 
tiqua uuione scissum^ altenim imperatores, al- 
terum reges habet. Sed quia multum a propo- 
sito excessi dum me juvat illustrium Fraucorum 
seriem lineatim protendere, nunc, jam inceptam 
viam repeteus, ad Athelwulfum regrediar. 

§ 113. Ille, ubi post annuam peregrinationem 
domum venit^ ^filia Karoli Calvi in matrimonium 
ducta, aliter quam putabat animos quorundam 
offendit : siquidem Ethelbaldus filius ejus, et 
Scireburuensis episcopus ^Alstanus, et Enulfds 



' Filiua Henrieus,'] Henry, em- 
peror of Germany, called L'Oise- 
leur, was son of Otho, duke of 
Saxony, by Liutgarde, daughter 
of the emperor Amoul. See 
antea, p. 101, where a similar 
mistake occurs in calling Otho 
the Great grandson of Conrad. 
Henry died 2nd July, A.D. 036 ; 
and his son Otho succeeded by 
election. 

' Quamm posteriorem JUio suo 
Othoni coUocavit, ] Eadgitha, 
daughter of Eadweard the Elder, 
was married, A.D. 930, to Otho, 
afterwards king, and subsequent- 
ly emperor, of Germany. She died 
26th Jan. A.D. 947. (Chron. 
Ethelwerdi.) 

' Alteram cuidam duci juxta 
Alpes nuptum dedit,'] ' Cuipiam 
regi juxta Jupitereos montes.' 
(Chron. Ethelwerdi.) The two 
daughters here referred to were 
the children of Eadweard by El- 
fleda, daughter of Earl Aethelm, 
and consequently half-sisters of 



Aethelst4n. Aldgitha, or Elf- 
giva (called in French history 
Adela), was married to Eblns, or 
Eble, son of Rainulph, count of 
Poitou, and duke of Aquitaine. 
(Bouquet, ix. 21, note ^.) She 
has been confoanded by some 
modem writers wifltEadgiTa, an- 
other daughter of Eadweard (sis- 
ter of Eadred and Eadmund), 
who was married to Louis TAveu- 
gle, son of Boson, king of Aries, 
described by M almesbury at § 196 
as Louis prince of Aquitaine. 

* Filia Karoli Calvi in mo/rt- 
monium diccto.] Judith was be- 
trothed to Aetheluulf in the 
month of July, and married Ist 
Oct. 856. (Bouquet, VII. 72.) She 
must at that time hare been 
scarce thirteen years of age,- for 
Charles was only married to 
Hermengarde 12th Dec. 842. 

« AUtanus, et Enuyus,] Eahl- 
stan, bishop of Sherborne, and 
Elanuulf, died in the same year, 
A.D. 867. (Ethelwenl. Chron.) 
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Sumersetensis -pagi comes, ' in ejus contumeliam 

conjuratiy re^no eum proturbare nitebantur ; sed, 

maturiori mediante consilio, regnum inter pa- 

rentem et prolem divisum. Injusta ea fuit par- 

titio. Adeo malignitas obtinuerat at pars occi- 

dentalis melior filio, deterior orientalis patri, da- 

retur. Veruntamen ille incredibili dementia 

(plusquam civile bellum formidans) aequanimi- 

ter filio cessit ; provinciales, qui dignitatem ejus 

asserturi convenerant, leni oratione cohibens. 

Ita, quamvis omnis controversia pro alienigena 

uxore fuerit, magna illam dig^atione habitam 

throno etiam, contra morem West-Saxonum, jux* 

ta se locabat ; non enim West-Saxones reginam 

vel juxta regem sedere, yel reginae appellatione 

insig^ri, patiuntur, ^propter malitiam Edburgae Acooant of 

filiae Offae regis Merciorum. Ea, 'ut praediximus, a-d. rsr^ 

Brihtrico regi West-Saxonum nupta, benignum 

(ut aiunt) virum in pemiciem insontum nequam 

consiliis armare ; quos vero insimulare nequibat, 

potionibus noxiis intercipere. Compertum in 

quodam adolescentulo regi dilectissimo, quern 

ilia veneno sustulit ; confestimque Brihtricus de- 

cubuit, et decessit, quod ex potu sine reginse ni- 

mirum conscientia prseg^taverat. Effusus ergo 

rumor in yulgus veneficam regno excedere co- 

egit. Ilia, ad Karolum magnum profecta, forte 

cum uno filiorum stantem invenit ; oblatis xeniis, 

imperator, ludibundus et joci plenus, eam quem 

mallet, vel se vel filium, eligere prsecepit. Tum 

Edburga, contuituviridis pulchritudinis, ephoebum 

eligente, Karolus nonnihil motus respondit : ' Si 

me elegisses, filium meum haberes ; sed, quia 

filium meum elegisti, nee me nee ilium habebis.' 



802. 



' In tju$ contumeliam co^ju' 
rtdi,'] Compare the whole of this 
•ection with Aiu»er*8 Life of Ael> 
fred, under the year 855. 



* Propter malitiam Edlnargte.'] 
AMer afiirms that this story was 
related to him by Aelfired. 

* Ut prttdiximus.] ^ 4S, p. 59. 
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Itaque in monasterio locatam, quo vitam opu- 
lenter transi^ere posset^ ^non multo post depulit 
stupii ream. Hujus mali^nitate perculsi. Sax- 
ones decretum quod dixi protulenint ; sed id 
Ethelwulfus benignitate sua infirmavit Paucis 
Aetiieiauif'i yero ante mortem mensibus ' testamentum fecit^ in 
quo, post divisionem regni inter Ethelbaldum et 
Ethelbirhtum filios, filise quoque dotem eman* 
cipavit ; semperque ad finem seculi in 'omni suae 
haereditatis decima hida pauperem vestiri et ci- 
bari prsecepit^ omnique anno trecentas auri man- 
cas Romam mitti, quarum centum beato Petro 
et centum beato Paulo ad luminaria, centum 
apostolico ad donaiia^ expenderentur. Biennio 
ergo postquam a Roma venerat supervivens ^de- 
fungpitur, et Wintonise in episcopatu sepelitur. 
Ego vero^ ut ad seriem postliminio revertar^ ap- 
ponam ^scriptum libertatis ecclesiarum quod toti 
concessit Anglise. 

§ 114. ' Regnante Domino nostro in perpetuum; 
dum in nostris temporibus bellorum incendia^ et 
direptiones opum nostrarum^ necnon et vastan- 



A.D.858. 



Hit charter, 
A.D. 855. 



' Non multo post depulit $tupri 
ream,"] ElLdburh, being detected 
in the guilt of incontinency with 
some one belonging to the mo* 
nafitery of which she was abbess, 
was deprived by Charlemagne, 
and died in a miserable state in 
Pavia, where she was seen by 
many with whom Asser had con- 
versed begging a daily subsist- 
ence. 

^ Testamentum fecit,'] See an- 
tea, p. 152, note ^ 

' Omni.'] D. E, M.; omnis, 
A. S» C. L, 

* D^ungitur,] Aetheluulf died 
A.D. 868. (Ann. Bertin. Bou- 
quet, VII. 78; Sim. Dunelm. ; 
and Chron. de Mailros.) 18th 
Jan. ; in some MSS. June. (Flor. 
Wigom.) 



' Scriptum libertatis eeelesisr 
rum,] Aetheluulf s grant is like- 
vfise to be found in Ingulph, and 
is there dated 8rd Nov. indict, iii. 
A.D. 855. The sense seems de- 
fective in both the copies, as they 
appear in Malmesbury and In- 
gulph. Compare the charter 
dated on Easter day, A.D. 854. 
(See p. 151, note % and p. 172, 
note *. Ingulph writes, ne- 
vertheless, of this grant as hav- 
ing been made after Aetheluulf '■ 
return from Rome, which was 
not before the autumn of 856. 
It was probably only confirmed 
then. Asser mentions the grant 
of tithes under the year 855, be- 
fore the king went to Rome ; 
which agrees with Simeon, the 
Chronicle of Melrose, and other 
authorities. 
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tium crudelissimas deprsedationes bostium, bar- 
bararum paganarumque gentium multiplices tri^* 
bulationes, ad affligendum usque ad intemeci- 
onem^ tempora cemimus incumbere periculosa. 
Quamobrem ego Ethelwulfus rex Occidentalium 
Saxonum, cum consilio episcoporum ac princi- 
pum meorum, consilium salubre atque uniforme 
remedium affirmavi ut aliquam portionem ter- 
rarum haereditariam ante a possidentibus omnibus 
gradibus, sive famulis et famulabus Dei Deo 
servientibus, sive 4aicis, semper decimam man- 
sionem ubi minimum sit^ tamen partem decimam, 
in libertatem perpetuam perdonari dijudicavi, ut 
sit tuta atque munita ab omnibus secularibus ser- 
vitutibus, necnon regalibus tributis, majoribus 
et minoribus, sive taxationibus, quod nos dici- 
mus Witereden; sitque libera omnium rerum, 
pro remissione animarum et peccatorum nostro- 
rum, Deo soli ad serviendum, sine expeditione et 
pontis instructione et arcis munitione, ut eo di- 
ligentius pro nobis ad ^Dominum preces sine ces- 
satione fundant, quo eorum servitutem in aliqua 
parte levigamus/ Placuit autem tunc postea 
episcopis Alstano Scirebumensis ecclesise, et 
Swithuno Wintancestrensis ecclesiae, cum suis 
abbatibus et servis Dei consilium inire, ut omnes 
fratres et sorores nostras ad unamquamque ec- 
clesiam omni hebdomada, Mercurii die, hoc est, 
Wodnesdeg, omnis congregatio cantet quinqua- 
ginta psalmos, et unusquisque presbyter duas 
missas, unam pro rege Ethelwulfo, et aliam 
pro ducibus ejus huic dono consentientibus, pro 
mercede et refrigerio delictorum suorum: pro 
rege vivente, ' Deus qui justificas ;' pro ducibus 
viventibus, ' Praetende Domine;' postquam autem 



' LaicU,'] * Laicis miBeris* in 
Ingulph. 



' Dominum,] E, ; Deum, A.8, 
C. D. L. 
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defuncti fuerint^ pro rege defuncto singulariter, 
pro principibus defunctis communiter : et hoc sit 
tarn firmiter constitutum omnibus Christianitatis 
diebus^ sicut libertas ilia constituta est^ quamdiu 
fides crescit in genie Anglorum. Scripta est 
autem bsec donationis cartula anno Dominican 
incamationis 'octingentesimo decimo quarto^ in- 
dictione quarta, die 'quinto nonas Novembris, in 
'civitate Wentana, in ecclesia sancti Petri ante 
altare capitale : et hoc fecenint pro honore sancti 
Michaelis archangeli, et sanctae Mariae reginae 
gloriosas Dei genitricis ; simulque et beati Petri 
apostolomm principis, necnon et sancti patris 
nostri Gregorii papse, atque omnium sanctorum. 
Et tunc, pro ampliore firmitate, rex Ethelwulfus 
posuit cartulam supra altare S. Petri ; et episcopi 
pro fide Dei acceperunt, et postea per omnes 
ecclesias transmiserunt in suis parochiis, secun- 
dum quod praedictum est. 

§ 115. ^Ab hoc Anglorum Chronica sursum ver- 
sus usque ad Adam lineam generationis regum 
texunty sicut Lucam evangelistam a Domino 
Jesu factitasse cog^ovimus; quod si ego etiam 
fecerOy fortasse non erit supervacaneum, quan- 
quam timendum sit ne barbaricorum nominum 
hiatus Yulneret aures desuetorum in talibus. 
Si"k^ 2 § ^^^- ^Ethelwulfus fuit filius Egbirhti ; Egbirh- 
w«M«z. tus Elmundi ; Elmundus Eafae ; Eafa Eoppae ; 



^ OctingefUe$imodecimo quarto,'] 
D. E, M, ; octingenteftimo qua- 
dragesimo quarto, A, S, C, L, — 
The date is incorrect, as it 
seems, in all the MSS. In the 
charter, as it is found in Ingulph, 
Burgred king of Mercia, and 
E&dmund of East-Anglia, are 
named as witnesses : the former 
ascended the throne A.D. 862 ; 
the latter was crowned on Christ- 
mas day 864. See p. 170, note *. 



^QtfiiUo.] S. C. D, E. M.; 
quoque, A. L, 

* Civitate Wentana.'] Win- 
chester. 

^ Ab hoc.] A. D. E. L. M. ; 

ab hoc rege, S* C. 

* EthelwM\fus fuU JUhu Eg- 
birhti.'] This pedigree occurs in 
the Saxon Chronicle, A.D. 865 ; 
and in Asser, Aethelweard, and 
Florence of Worcester. 
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Eoppa Ingildi fratris Inae regis^ qui ambo filii 
fuere Chenredi ; Chenredus Chelwaldi ; Chelwal- 
dus Cudse ; Cuda Cudwini; Cudwinus Cheaulini; 
Cheaulinus Chinrici; ^Chinricus Cherdicii> qui 
fuit primus rex West-Saxonum ; Cherdicius Elesii ; 
Elesius Eslii ; Eslius Giwii ; Giwius Wigii ; Wi- 
gius Frewini ; Frewinus Fridegarii ; Fridegarius 
Brondii; Brondius Beldegii : BeldegiusWodenii; 
de isto^ ut saepe diximus, processere reges mul- 
tarum gentium : Wodenius fuit filius Fridewaldi ; 
Fridewaldus Frelafii; 'Frelafius Finni; Finnus 
Godulfi ; Godulfus Getii ; Getius Tetii ; ' Te- 
tius Beowii; ^Beowius ^Sceldii; ^SceldiusSceaf. 
^Iste, ut ferunt, in quandam insulam Germa- 
nias Scandzam (de qua ^Jordanes^ historiogra- 
phus Gothorum, loquitur) appulsus, navi sine 
remige, puerulus^ posito ad caput frumenti mani- 
pulo^ dormienSy ideoque Sceaf nuncupatus, ab ho- 
minibus regionis illius pro miraculo exceptus, et 
sedulo nutritus : adulta estate regnavit in oppido 
quod tunc Slaswic, nunc vero Haitbebi appel- 



^ Chinricui CherdUii.^ C.E.; 
some MSS. of Malmesbury, Asser, 
and Florence of Worcester, read 

* ChinricuB Creodingii (Creod), 
Creodingius Cherdlcii/ 

* FrelafluM Ftniit.] The Saxon 
Chronicle reads * Frealaf son of 
Frithuwulf, Frithuwulf of Finn.' 

' TetiuM.'i Saxon Chronicle, 

* Tastwa ;* glossed * PhiUis' in L. 

* Beowitu.'] Glossed 'Assa- 
ricus' in L. 

^Sceldii.] Glossed 'Ebrauci' 
in L. 

^Sceldiua Sceqf.] The Saxon 
Chronicle here reads ' Sceldwea 
of Hereniod> Hereniod of Iter- 
mon, Itermon of Hathra, Hathra 
of Hwala, Hwala of Bedwig, 
Bedwig of Sceaf, that is, the son 
of Noe/ 



7 Iste.'] E. L. ; iste Sceaf, D.M. 
— * Ipse Scef cum uno dromone 
advectus est in insula oceani quae 
dicitur Scani, armis circundatus ; 
eratque valde recens puer, et ab 
incolis illius terrse ignotus ; atta- 
men ab eis suscipitur, et ut iami- 
liarem diligenti animo eum custo- 
dierunt, et post in regem eligunt/ 
(Chron. Ethelwerdi, lib. iii.) 

* Jordanei, histcriographua Go- 
tkomm,'] Jordanes, or Jomandes, 
secretary to the kings of the 
Goths who were in Italy: he 
was afterwards bishop of Ra- 
venna, and wrote two historical 
works, one entitled ' De Rebus 
Gothici8,'and the other * De reg- 
nonun ac temporum successione.' 
He lived in the sixth century. 
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latur. Est antem r^o ilia Auglia Vetos dicta, 
unde Augli venemnt in Britanniam, inter Sax- 
oues et Gotboa constituta. ' Sceaf fiiit filins He- 
remodii ; Heremodios *Stermoiiii ; Stermonius 
Hadrae ; Hadra Gwalse ; Gwala Bedwegii : Bed- 
wegius 'Strepbii; hie, ut dicitnr, fuit filios Nose 
in area natus. 

§ 117. Anno Dominicie incamationis octingen- 
tesimo quinqaagesimo septimo duo filii Ethelwnlfi 
^regnum patemum partientes, Ethelbaldas in 
West'Saxonia, Ethelbirhtas in Cantia, regnave- 
runt Ethelbaldas, ignavus et perfidns patri, 
ejus thorum polluit, 'in conjuginm Jnditb no- 
vercae post parentis obitum devolutos ; sed 'post 
quinquennium eo defuncto, et Sclreburmae con- 
AiUMibnu, dito, totum regnum ad alteram deriTatam. 'Ho- 
jus tempore manos pirataram, appulsa Hamta- 
nam, Wintoniam urbem populosam direptioni 
dedit; sed mox aducibua regiis impigre fiigata. 



■ Sce^f/uitfiliia ffmnudii . . , 
Strephii.'] See note *, p. 173. 

> ^Inmmii.] ' Itennon' in Su. 
Chnm. nsd Floreace of Worce*' 
ter. 

* Strtphii.J Thii name does 
Dot occur in Sai. Chroo., Auer, 
Aethclweud, nor in Florence of 
WorceBter, 

' Regnum pattntmi partinltt.'] 
Upon their fether*! death in Ja- 
nuary 8S8, Aethelbald reigned 
in Weuei, and Aethelberht in 
Kent, Surrej, and Suimx. The 
former died about the month of 
Jnl;, A.D. BOO, when hii brother 
succeeded to the whole of hia 
father's kingdom. 

' In amjugiimJiidilkiuwerca,'] 
It ii itated in the Annala of Win- 
chester (Angl. Sacra, tdI. i. p. 
SOI,) that, by the adnKoition of St. 
Swiihiuie, Aethelbald repented 
of lui incest, and aeparated Grom 



his iiiother-in-law. Judith re- 
turned lo trance about the jear 
Mill ; which was not, howeter, 
uiilil itfler the death of Aethel- 
hn\d. See Anntl. Berlin, an. 
h(ia. (Bouquet, yu. 77.) She 
iimrrii-d Baldwin count of Flan- 
diTb, )<umanied Bras de Fer, in 

' Pott qumqutimaai e» it- 
fanclu-l Aethelbald reigned l*o 
year!!! and a half during hia &• 
ther's life, namely, from the time 
of Actheluulfa departure ics 
Rnme in SSS : the two and a 
hnlf )'<fars,from Jan.85B,to July 
NliO when he died, make up the 
tilt' yi:an assignnl to bis leigu 
b) iviidmesbury and the Saion 

' llvjyu ttmpere mmw pira- 
tariiia.] The Danes plundered 
Wiiichesler in the jear BOD. 
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multis suorum amissis, ultra mare velivolavit^ et, 
pelago circumgyratOy Tanatum insulam, quae in 
Cantia est, elegit ad hyemandum. Cantuaritae, a.d. 864. 
' datis obsidibuSy pecuniaque promissa, quieti in- 
dulsissenty nisi, fracto foedere, noctumis excursio- 
nibus piratse totam regpionem popularentur ; qua- 
propter, coacto ccetu, foedifragos expulere. ^Ethel- 
birhtus, strenue dulciterque regnum ^modulatus, 
naturae debitum solvit post regni quinquennium, 
Scirebumiae sepultus. 

§ 118. Anno Dominicae incamationis ^octin- Aetheired, 

A.D M6 

gentesimo sexagesimo septimo Etbelredus filius 
Ethel wulfi regnum ^patrium obtinuit, eodem nu- 
mero ^annorum quo fratres. Miserabili et prorsus 
dolenda sorte ut immatura omnes occumberent 
morte, nisi quod, tantis malis obstrepentibus, 
regii pueri magis optarent honestum exitum 
quam acerbum imperium. Adeo animose pro 
patria se certamini dabant, ut non illis imputari 
debeat si minus cedebat ex sententia quod in- 



' DatU obiidibui,] In the year ' ModukUui.^ E, ; moderatiu, 

864, (Sax. Chron. A.D. 866,) A, S. C, D. L. 

Auer relates that the Danes, a ^ .- . • 

baring wintered in the isle of '. ^^'Hf'l^'^T f ^'«'~' 

Thanet, made a truce with the ^*^'^ Malmesbuiy, in placing 

Kentish men, who promised them ^« accession of Aethelred in the 

a sum of money; but, disregard- J^^^' is one year later than 

ing their fiuth, and knowing 2;* ^axon Chronicle, Assert and 

that they would obtain more by ^ore«ice of Worcester. Thome 

plunder than by observing peace, adopts the same date as Malmes- 

they ravaged aU the eastern part ^'^' }\ however, the peruHl 

of Kent. assigned by Malmesbury to this 

« Ethelbirktu8 . ..po$t regni rei^, and that of Aethelberht his 

oatiioiifiwitiim.lAethelberht reign, predecessor, be correct, Aethel- 

2d in aU neari'y eight years, i. e. !!i„r^ JI^f" i^^ ^^ 

two and a half years in Kent be- ^''!,,^^''* T!^™*^ ^' ""* 

fore he succeeded to the throne died 24th Apnl 871. 

of Wessex, and upwards of five s patrium.] C. E. L. ; pater- 
years after his brother's death, ^^j, A, S. D. M. 
He died about February, A.D. 

866, and was succeeded by his * Annorum.] S. D. E. ; omitted 

broUier Aethelred. ia A, C. L, 
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tendebat audacia. Denique memoriae ' proditam, 
A.D. t7i. quod iste 'rex novies anno ono collatis et infestis 
signis contra hostes conflixerit, Taria licet for- 
tuna, saepins tamen victor; praeter sabitos ex- 
cursuSy quibos bellicae artis gnams popalatores 
palantes crebro afEUxit Interfecti a parte Da- 
norom 'comites novem^ rex anas, praeterea po- 
pulos sine compoto. 
Battle or Aft- § 119. Mcmorabilis pras caeteris pogna fiiit 
S71. quam apud ^Escendane fecit ; congjegato nam- 

que eo loci Danomm exercitu, et in partes di- 
viso, hinc duobus ^regibus, illinc omnibus ducibus, 
rex cum fratre Elfredo adventaTit. Itaqne sortito 
par pari retulere ut Ethehredus contra reges, 
Elfredus contra duces consisteret. Utrorumque 
exercituum animis erectis, yesper jam occiduns 
bellum in crastinum protelavit. Vix ergo re- 
pente diluculo Elfredus paratus aderat : ' frater, 
divino intentus officio, remanserat in tentorio; 
stimulatusque nuncio paganos efferatis mentibos 
irruere, negavit se quoquam progredi quoad 
esset finis officii. Quas fides regis multum fra- 
trem adjuvit/immaturitatejuTentaepraeproperum, 



> Pr^dUuKL] A, S. E. L. ; trm- 
dituniy C. D. 



' Rex nmneM mmt» ■»• . . . cm- 
J^ixerit,] Aelhelred was engaged 
in nine battles against tlie Danes 
before Easter, A.D. 871. (Sax. 



raid; and King Bachseeg. Aethel- 
uulf earl of Berkshire, and Heali- 
mund bishop of Shetbome, were 
slain on the part of the English. 

* Etcendmu.] Aston, in Berk- 
shire. 



Chron. ;and Asser,DeGe8t.Reg. * R^in^tit.] A. S.CL.; omit- 

Aelfredi.) , ted in D. £. JIf.— The names of 

' Cmmiie$ iMOfai.] Among the : the kings were Halfdan and Bach- 



earls who fell on the side of the 
Northmen were Sidroc the elder, 
who had committed so many de- 
Tastations in France daring the 
reign of Charles le Chaoye. The 
others named in the Saxon Chro- 
nicle were the younger Sidroc; 



^^^S (supposed to be the same as 
Irar), two of the namerons pro- 
geny of Ragnar Lodbrok. 

' Frmttr^ dimmo imteniui pfi- 
cto.] See Aiiser's life of Aelfined, 
A.D. 871. 

^ ImmatwriUte.^ A^, C. E. £.; 



Earls Osbeam, Froena, and Ha- intemeritate, D. M, 
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'etiam progressum : 'namquejamacies Anglorum 
declinabanty et, urgentibus ex alto adversariis, 
fugam meditabantur, quod iniquo Christianis loco 
pugnaretur; cum ille, Dei cruce consig^atus, 
ex insperato advolat, hostem proturbans, civem 
in arma ciens ; cujus virtute simul et Dei mira- 
culo Dani territi^ pedibus salutem committentes, 
fugere. 'Csesus ibi rex Osecg, comites quinque, 
vulgus innumerum. 

§ 120. M eminent interea lector quod interim ETmta ib 
reges Merciorum et Northanhimbrorumy captata thumbru, 
occasione adventus Danorum, quorum bellis aocUa. 
Ethelredus insudabat, a servitio West-Saxonum 
respiranteSy dominationem pene suam asseruerant. 
Ardebant ergo cunctae saevis ^populatibus pro- 
vincial; unusquisque regum inimicos magis in 
suis sedibus sustinere, quam compatriotis labo- 
rantibus opem porrigere^ curabat : ita, dum ma- 
lunt vindicare quam praevenire injuriam^ so- 
cordia sua exanguem reddidere patriam. Dani 
sine obstaculo succrescere, dum et provincia- 
libus timor incresceret^ et proxima quaeque vic- 
toria, per additamentum captivorum, instrumen- 
tum sequentis fieret. Orientalium Anglorum 
pagiy cum urbibus et vicis» a praedonibus pos- 
sessi : ^rex eorum sanctus Eadmundus, ab eisdem a.d. sro. 



* EHoM,^ D. £. M, ; et jam, 

At Sm C. £(• 

' NamqMejttM,'] A,S.C, £. L. ; 
jam jamque, D. M. 

' CtBtuM ibi rex Oaeeg,"] In the 
Saxon Chronicle and ABser this 
king is called Bachsecg and 
Bsegsceg. In Danish history he 
it called Ivar. (Tyrr. Ub. y. 
p. S75.) 

* PofukUibus,] D. E. L. ; po- 



pularibusy S. ; popnlantibus, il. ; 
populationiboSy C. 

* Rex eomm tanetuM EndmuM' 
due,"] Elidmundy king of East- 
Anglia, was beheaded by Ingnar, 
a son of Ragnar Lodbrok, (or, 
according to some, a son of Ivar, 
and grandson of Ragnar,) 90th 
Not. 870. Compare Acta SS. 
(tom. Til. pp. 406—472, ed. Co- 
logn. 1676,) and Matth. Westm. 
Flores Histor. p. 814. 

N 
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A.D.tt7. 



Adfredf 
A.D. t7l. 



' interemtnSy temporaneae mortis compendio reg- 
nam emit aetemnm. Merdi, non semel obtritiy 
obsidatii miserias suas leraTemnt. Northanhim- 
bri^ jamdudom civilibos dissensionibos flnctuantes, 
adventante hoste coirexemnt discordiam. Ita- 
que H)8birfatiim regem, quem expalerant^ in so- 
lium reformantes^ magnosque moliti paratns, ob- 
yiam prodeunt, sed facile pnlsi intra urbem Ebo- 
racum se includont ; qua mox a Tictoribns sac- 
censa, com laxos crines eflfiisior flamma proda- 
ceret^ tota depascens moenia, ipsi qaoque confla- 
grati patriam ossibos texere snis. Sic Northan- 
himbria, bellico jure obtenta, barbarorom domi- 
nium multo post tempore pro consdentia libertatis 
ingemuit. At Tero rex Ethelredus multis labori- 
bus infiractus obiit, et Winbumas sepultus est. 

§ 121. Anno Dominicse incamationis 'octin- 
gentesimo septuagesimo secundo, Elfredus, filius 
Ethelwulfi junior^ qui unctionem regiam et coro- 
nam ^primus a papa Leone ^quarto ^olim Romas 



> ItUertwUMMJ] C. D. E. L, M. ; 
interemtus anno Dominicae incar- 
nationb octingentesimo septua- 
gesimo, duodecimo kalendas De- 
cembris, A. S, 

^Otbirktmm rtgewnj fnem ex- 
fmlenud^ In the spring of 867, 
the Northmen sailed to attack 
King Ella, who had usurped the 
throne of I>eira firom Osberht. 
The two rivals united their forces 
against the common enemy ; but, 
in a battle which took place at 
York, the Northumbrians were 
entirely defeated, and Osberht 
and EUa were both slain. Alter 
this, Northumbria ceased to be a 
Saxon kingdom. 

' Octingentenmo Mphutgesimo 
secundoJ] Aethelred received a 
mortal wound in one of the 
battles fought against the Danes, 



before Easter (April 15), and 
died soon after, on the ^th of 
Aprfl 871, Aelfired dien suc- 
ceeded to the throne, which he 
held for thirty years and six 
months. The twenty-ei^t yean 
and a half assigned to Aelfred's 
reign by Malmesbury and the 
Saxon Chronicle, even if com- 
puted from S4th April 878, would 
be insufficient to reach A.D. 901, 
the year to which Malmesbury 
correctly refers the death of Ael- 
fred, and the accession of EAd- 
weard the Elder. 

< PrMMtt.] D. £. AT. ; omitted 
in il. o. C. L, 

* Quarto.^ D. E, M, ; omitted 
in A* S, C It* 

' OlimRvmiBntetperti,'] A.D. 
858. See antea, p. 152, note '. 
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susceperaty ut prseduLimiis, regnum accepit, et 
viginti 'octo et semis annos laboriosissime sed 
fortissime tenuit. Laborum ejus inextricabiles la- 
byrinthos sigillatim evolvere non fiiit consiliam ; 
propterea quod sit legentium quaedam confusio, 
gestorum per omnes aunos recensitio : nam quia 
^exercitus hostilis per eum vel satellites ejus ab 
una parte regionis fug^tus in alteram secedebat, 
rursusque inde pulsus alia loca petebat, omnia 
rapinis et csedibus complens, eum quoque scripto 
sequi^ et, ut ita dicam, cum eo insulam circuire, 
forsitan quis dixerit extremes esse dementise ; 
summatim igitur omnia exponam. Continuis He ratams 

^ *^ to Atbelney, 

novem annis cum hostibus compugnans, modoA.D.878. 
incertis foederibus illusus, modo in illudentes 
ultus, ad hoc tandem inopise coactus est, ut, vix 
tribus 'pagis in fide rigentibus, id est, Hampte- 
scire, Wiltescire, Sumerseta, etiam in insulam 
quandam palustri uligine vix accessibilem, voca- 
bulo ^ Adelingia, ^refugerit. Solebat ipse postea. 



A. 



Octo.'] S,C.D,Ed0,i DOYem, 



*Exereitu$ho§iiH$.^TheJ}vDeB, 
or Northmen. For an account 
of their progreas consult the Saxon 
Chronicle. 

' P^ii.] S, C. D. E, ; plagifl, 
A.L. 

« Adelingia.] A. E. L. ; Adel- 
ingeham, C. ; Etherelingia, D. 
M, — (Athehiey, in Somerset- 
shire.) 

* RtfMgerit,] Aelfred was com- 
pelled to retreat and take refuge 
in Selwood Forest A.D. 878 ; in 
which year, after Easter, he con- 
structed the fortress at Athelney, 
During this retreat occurred Ael- 
fired's adventure with the cow- 
herd's wife, as related in the 
Annals ascribed to Asser (incor- 
porated in some copies of his Life 
of Aelfred); but the story is 



probably due to an anonymous 
writer of the Life of St. Neot. 
As the misfortunes with which 
the king was at that time risited 
are there described as the punish- 
ment formerly foretold by St.Neot, 
(represented as the fnend and 
relative of Aelfired when living,) 
so also is his delivery ascribed 
to the intervention of that saint, 
who afterwards appeared to him 
and encouraged him in a dream. 
This and the story of St Cuth- 
bert, related by Malmesbury, 
seem equally to be mere fictions 
invented by the writers of the 
lives of these saints. The legend 
of St. Guthbert is to be found in 
a fragment relating to the church 
of Durham, printed in the Acta 
SS. (19th March.) See also the 
Life of St. Cuthbert. (MS. Cott. 
Nero A. ii.) 

n2 
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in tempora feliciora reductos, casus suos jocunda 
hilarique comitate familiaiibus exponere, quali- 
terque per beati Cuthberti meritum eos evaserit ; 
3icut plerumqae mos est mortalibus ut eos ilia 
juvet meminisse quae olim horruerint excepisse, 
Nam cum quadam die inclusus in insula solus 
domi esset, sociis per oram fluminis ad piscandum 
dispersiSy corpus curis aegrum sopori commisit; 
et ecce^ Cuthbertus, Lindisfamensis quondam epi- 
scopusy his dormientem alloquitur: ' Ego sum 
CuthbertuSy si audisti ; misit me Dominus ut tibi 
prospera annunciem : quia enim Anglia jam- 
dudum peccatorum poenas enormiter luit, modo 
'tandem, indigenarum sanctorum meritis, super 
eam misericordiae suae oculis respicit. Tu quo- 
que, tam miserabiliter regno extorris, gloriose 
post paucum tempus in solio reponeris^ atque 
'inde signum eximium tibi dabo : venient hodie 
piscatores tui, magnam vim g^ndium piscium 
corbibus evehentes ; quod eo erit mirabilius, quia 
his diebus, gelante aqua, fluvius asperatus nihil 
tale sperari promittit; super haec, hodie gelido 
rore stillans aer omnem piscantium artem eludit : 
verum tu, fortunae secundae compos, regaliter 
feceris si adjutorem tuum Deum, et me ejus 
nuncium, competenti devotione demerueris.' Haec 
dicens sanctus, regem 'soporatum solicitudinibus 
exuit ; matremque etiam prope cubantem, tenues- 
que somnos propter levamen curarum ad durum 
cubile invitantem, ejusdem nuncii laetitia confor- 
tavit. ^Experrecti ambo unum et idem se som- 
niasse frequenti verborum recursu iterabant; 



' Tandem.^ C. D, E, L. ; tan- 
dem Deu8, A, S. 

^Inde.'i E.D,M.i adeo, A. 
S, C. Lt 



' Soporatvm.] A, S, C. D, K. 
L, M, ; omitted in £. 

^ Expemcti,'] A* S, D, E, L. ; 
experti, C. 
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cum piscatores ingress! tantam piscium copiam 
exhibuere ut cujusvis magni exercitos ingluviem 
' saturare posse videretar. Nee multo post, ergas- 
tulum exire ausus^ magnse astutise periculum fecit. 
^ Regis enim Danomm, sub specie mimi^ subiens 
tentoria, unius tantum fidelissimi fiuebatur con- 
scientia : ibi, ut joculatoriae professor artis, etiam 
in secretiora triclinii admissus^ nihil fuit arcanum 
quod non exciperet turn oculis turn auribus; 
pluresque dies ibi moratus^ cum ex omnibus quae 
nosse desiderarat animo satisfecisset suo, Adel- 
ingiam rediit, congregatisque comitibus exponit 
inimicorum otium leveque vincendi negotium. 
Cunctis ad^audendum erectis, ipse^ contractis un- Defeiuof 

J .... 1 . •! • • tbe Danes at 

decunque auxiliis, exploratonbusque prsemissis, EUuuuian. 
de sede barbarorum certior redditus^ eosque re- 
pente adorsus, ^incredibili strage cecidit: residui, 
cum rege suo, dederunt obsides quod Christia- 
nitatem susciperent et ab ^Anglia discederent^ 
quod et factum est ; namqne ^rex eorum Gu- 
dram, quem nostri Gurmundum vocant, cum 
triginta proceribus et omni pene populo^ bapti- a.d srs. 
zatus^ et in filium a rege Elfredo susceptus est. 
^Datae ei provinciae Orientalium Anglorum et 



^ SuhtrareJ] E, ; exBaturare, 
it. S* €/. D* L* 

* Regt9 enim DaHomni, tub 
specie mimu] This story is not to 
he found in Asser's Life of Aei- 
fred. A somewhat similar anec- 
dote is related of Olaf, the Danish 
prince, entering the camp of Ae- 
thelstAji in the disguise of a min- 
strel, at ^ 181. 

' AwUndum,'] A, D. L. M. ; 
audiendum, S. C. E, 

* IncredibUi gtrage cecidit,'] At a 
place called Ethandun, A.D. 878. 



(Asser, De Reb. Gest. Aelfiredi.) 
' Anglia.'] t. e, Wessex. 
' Rex eorum GMdram.] Guth- 
orm was baptized at Ailer, near 
Athelney, A.D. 878, and his bap< 
tismal name was Aethelst&n. 

7 Data ei provincia Orientalium 
Anglorum et Northankimbrorum.] 
* This seems a mistake, as far 
as relates to Northumbria. The 
Saxon Chronicle has '* Norther- 
na," and Florence of Worcester 
" Rex Northmannicus,'' which at 
first glance might easily be 
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Nortbanhimbrorum, ut eas sub fidelitate regis 
jure foveret haereditario qaas pervaserat latro- 
cinio. Veram^ quia non mutabit Ethiops pellem 
suam, datas ille terras tyrannico fasta undecim 
annisproterens/duodedino vitam finivit, posteris 
quoque perfidiae successionem transmittens ; donee, 
'a nepote istius Elfredi Ethelstano subjugati, re- 
A.D.Mr. gem unum Anglise fieri yel inyiti concesserint, 
sicut hie dies invenit. Caeteri ex Danis^ qui 
Christiani esse recnsassent, 'cum Hastengo mare 
transfretaveranty ubi^ quse mala fecerint, indi- 
gense norunt ; tola enim ora maritima usque ad 
mare Tyrrhenum grassati, Parisuis, et Turonis, 
et multas alias urbes quae Tel super Sequanam 
vel Ligerim, nobiles Galliae fluvios, sitae sunt, 
civibus vacuarunt. Tunc corpora multbrum 
sanctorum ab antiquae requietionis sedibus eruta, 
et ad tatiora loca delata, peregrinas ecclesias. 



A.D. US. 



converted into Northombria. ' 
(Sharpe, 182.) See antea, ^ 97, 
p. 136, note '. 

^ Dwodeeimo vitam fiiUvii, ] 
Guthonn died A.D. 891. ' Mor- 
tuu8 est itaque anno quartodeci- 
mo postquam baptismom suscepit, 
mausoleatusque est in villa regia 
que vocatur Headleaga, apud 
Orientalea Anglos.' ( Annal. 
male Asserio tribut.) 

' A nepote utiua E{fredi Ethel- 
ttano su^ugati,'] The Danes v?ere 
expelled from East-Anglia, and 
the kingdom annexed to Wessex, 
under £lLdv?eard the Elder, A.D. 
918. Malmesbury seems here to 
refer to the period of the death of 
Sihtric, king of the Northumbri- 
ans, A.D. 926, v?hen Aethelstin 
obtained the kingdom of North- 
umbria upon the expulsion of 
Guthferth in 927. 



' Cum Haatengo mare troM' 
fretavenmt,'] It has been doabt- 
ed v?hether the chieftain who 
at this time headed the Danes 
against Aelfred be the same 
Hastings v?ho distinguished him- 
self by the extent and cruelty of 
his ravages in France and the 
south of Europe during the reign 
of Charles le Chauve. This has 
been considered by some to be 
a son of the first adventurer. 
The elder Hastings, it is alleged, 
had been converted to Chiisti- 
anity, and, as a vassal of Charles 
le Simple, joined the royal army 
in the invasion by the Normans 
under Rollo in 898. The period 
of the departure of Hastings 
from Elngland after his final de> 
feat by Aelfred in 896, would 
not render this identity improba- 
ble. 
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usque ad hoc tempos, cineribus nobilitamnt suis. 
Tunc et 'beati Martini corpus, ut ^Sidonius ait, 

* Totis venerabile terris. 

In quo post vitas tempora vivit honos/ 

Autisiodorum a clericis suis portatum, et in 
ecclesia beati Germani locatum, inauditis sig- 
nis circumjacentium regionum homines exci- 
tabat. Cumque adventantes pro remediorum 
gn^tia plurima conferrent, quae bajulorum onera 
palparent, ut fieri solet, ex pecuniae partitione lis 
commissa ; Turonicis totam vendicantibus, quod 
eorum hems oblatores mirabilibus invitasset ; in- 
digenis contra referentibus, 'Germanum non dis- 
parem merito, aequalem officio, et videri quidem 
amborum esse potential, sed praeponderare prae- 
rogativam ecclesiae. Ad laxandum dubietatis The minde 
nodum quaeritur, et ponitur inter duorum sancto- 
rum corpora, leprosus, vix solo anhelitu palpitans, 
caetera tabidus, et in vivo cadavere jam prae- 
mortuus; arcetur tota nocte humana custodia, 
vigilat tantum Martini gloria. Nam postera 
die apparuit cutis hominis ^a parte illius splen- 
dida, a parte ^vero Germani solita deformitate 



* Beaii Martini corpui,'] St. 
Martin, bishop of Toon, died 
between A.D. 395 and 400. The 
northern invaders under the con- 
duct of Hastings, in the month of 
November 868, having entered 
the Loire, sailed up to Tours, and 
destroyed the town with the 
church of St Martin. The body 
of the saint was then transferred, 
first to Cormeri, and subsequently 
to Auxerre. Upon this occasion 
the courage of the burghers is 
said to have been excited by the 
sight of the relics of St. Martin, 
the patron of their city. (Annal. 
Bertin.; Tractat. Odonis Abbat. 



Cluniac. ; Bouquet, vii. 69, 871 ; 
VIII. 800.) 

^SitUnUui.'] Caius Sollius Si- 
donius ApoUinaris, bishop of 
Clermont, in Auvergne, one of 
the most illustrious prelates of the 
fifth century. He died 28d An- 
gust, A.D. 482. His works were 
printed as early as 1478. (Ejus 
Op. ed. Sirmondi, Paris, 1652.) 

' GenNomuii.] St Germain, 
bishop of Auxerre in the fifth 
century. See antea, p. 86, note ^ 

* A parte UUuM $]^etidida,'] A. 
S. C. D. K, L. M. ; omitted in£. 

* Vera.] A.S. C. D. K.L.M. ; 
omitted in E, 
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Aelfrvd't 
•xploiu. 



AJO. 8a6. 



lurida. Et ne darent eventoi miracalnm, obver- 
tunt Martino latus morbidom: jam vero cam 
' primo aurora in lucem proreperet, a festinantibns 
ministris invenitur vir tota cote integer, 'tota 
incolomis, praedicans benevolentiam domestic! 
prsesulis, qua cessit honori gratissimi hospitis. 
Ita Tnroniciy ex tnnc et deinceps, per patroni 
suffragiom tnto familiare comolabant marsupinm, 
donee pacis aura clementior propriis eos penatibns 
invexit. Latrunculienimytredecim annis Gallias 
infestantes, ad extremom ab 'Emolfo imperatore 
et Brittannis mnltis praeliis victi, in Angliam, op- 
portunom scilicet tjrrannidis sofiugiam, convola- 
vere. Qno spatio Elfredos totam insulam, prse- 
terqnod Dani habebant, ^animo snbdiderat sno ; 
volentes enim Angli in ejus potestatem conces- 
serant, g^andentes se talem vimm edidisse, qui 
posset illos in libertatem evehere. ^Londoniam, 
caputregni Merciorum, cnidam primario, Etheredo, 
in fidelitatem suam com filia^Ethelfleda concessit. 
Ille, magna virtute et fide agere, commissa tutari 
sedulo, Orientales et Northanhimbros, jamdndum 
discessionem a rege parturientes, in statu con- 
tinuity obsides prsebere compellens. Quod quan- 
tum profecerity sequens occasio probavit. Nam 
cum, illis 'quatuordecim annis, pacis serenitate et 



* PrtfNo.] £. ; prima, A,S,C, 
D,L. 

' TUa."] C.E. L. ; totus, A. S. 
D.M. 

' Ertut^fo imperatore et Brit^ 
tannis.] The Northmen, having 
been beaten in two succesaiye 
battles in Brittany, met and de- 
feated the army of the emperor 
Amoul near Liege, 26th June 
891, but soon after suffered a 
signal defeat from the emperor 
himself. (Bouquet, viii.) 

* Animo subdiderat mo.] Sax. 
Chron. A.D. 886. 



' lAmdcniam coneeuUJ] 

Aelfred haying repaired the city 
of London, which had been greatly 
damaged by the Danes in the 
year 886, committed the custody 
of it to Aethered, or Aethelred, 
his son-in-law, earl of Mercia. 
(Asser, De Reb. Gest. Aelfredi.) 
Aethered died A.D. 912. 

* Etheljleda.] A. S. C. D. L. ; 
Ethelfreda, E. 

' Qmatuordecim.'] D, E, M, ; 
tredecim, A. S. C. L, 
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glebse ubertate Anglia gauderet, ^ rediit aquilona- a.d. m. 
lis lues ilia barbarorum. Iterum bella^ iterum 
caedeSy denuo Northanhimbrorum et Orientalium 
Anglomm conjiirationes ; sed nee advense, nee 
indigenae, pari qua snperioribus annis sorte per- 
fnncti. Illi, transmarinis prseliis imminuti, seg- 
niores erant ad iuvadendnm : isti, osu bellorum^ et 
hortamentis regis animati, promptiores 'erant, non 
solum ad resistendum, sed et 'ad lacessendum. 
Rex ipse impigre in omnibus necessitatibus aderat, 
nota suae virtutis specie alienos territans et suos 
corroborans ; solus adversum pectus hostibus iu- 
ferrCy solus inclinatam aciem restituere. Osten- 
duntur ab accolis loca singula, in quibus mel 
malae fortunae copiam, vel bonae persensit ino- 
piam. Cum Elfredo enim etiam victo, etiam 
jacente, luctandum erat ; adeo, cum omnino con- 
tritum putares, ' velut anguis lubricus de manu 
tenentis elapsus/ e cavernis subitus emergebat, 
sponte insultantes inimicos adoriens : plerumque 
post fugam importi^biliSy et memoria repulsae cir- 
cumspectior, et ardore vindictae audacior. Ex His umiij. 
^Egelswitha, filia Egelredi comitis, tulit liberos, 
^ Ethelswidam ; et Edwardum, qui post se regnavit ; 
Ethelfledam, quae nupta fuit Ethelredo comiti 
Merciorum; ^Ethelwardum, quem literatissimum 



' Rediit aquOonalis lues iUa 
barb w ro rum ,'] The Danes returned 
to England in 89S. 

' Erant.^ A. S. C. D. L, M, ; 
omitted in E, 

> Ad.^ A.S.C.L.; omitted in 
D. E. M. 

* EgeUwithA,'] Aelfined married 
Ealhauuith, or Aethelrauitha, 
daughter of Earl Aethelred and 
Eidburh, of the royal family of 
Mercia, A.D. 868. She died 
A.D. 003. 



' Ethel9widttm,'\ i. e, Ethelfle- 
dam. — Asser mentions no daugh« 
ter of Aelfred by the name of 
Aethelsuuitha. Aethelflaed was 
married to Aethered earl of 
Mercia. 

* Ethelwardumy quern liieratie" 
nmum perhibent,] ' iEthelweard, 
omnibus junior, ludis literariae 
disciplinae, divino consilio et ad- 
mirabili regis proridentia, cum 
omnibus pene totius regionis no- 
bilibus infantibus, et etiam multis 
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perhiben t ; ' Elfredam et 'El%ifam, yirgiiies. Vak- 
tndinifl adversse 'fuity ut ^qui semper yel fico, vd 
aliquo interaneorum morbo, agitaretur; sed hoc 
earn a Deo precibos exegisse aiunt, at, inaHnmo- 
dorum ^admonitu, segnias illecebras mnndanaa 
'amplecteretar. 
Hb insti- § 122. Verum inter hsec, miranda, et instgni 
prseconio prosequenda, vita regis interior. Licet 
enim, ut qoidam ait, ^ leges inter arma sileant, 
ille 'inter fremitus armorum leges tnlit, quibus 
sui et divino cultui et disdplinse militari assues* 
Cerent. Et quia occasione barbaromm etiam in* 
digense in rapinas anhelaverant, adeo at nulli 
tutus commeatus esset sine armorum praesidio, 
centurias quas dicunt hundrez, et dedmas quas 
thethingas vocant, instituit, ut omnis Anglus, 
legaliter duntaxat vivens, haberet et centuriam 
et decimam. Quod si quis alicujus delicti in- 
simularetur, statim ex centuria et decima exhi- 
beret qui eum vadarentur; qui vero hujusmodi 
vadem non reperiret, severitatem leg^m horreret. 
Si quis autem reus, vel ante vadationem vel post, 
transtugeret, omnes ex centuria et decima regis 



ignobilibus, sub diligenti magis- 
dromm cura traditus est ; in qua 
schola utriusque linguae libri, 
Latins scilicet etSaxonicae^assi- 
due legebantur: scriptioni quo- 
que vacabant, ita ut, antequam 
aptas humanis artibus Tires ha- 
berent, Tenatoriae scilicet et cae- 
teris artibus quae nobilibus con- 
veniunt, in liberalibus artibus 
studiosi et ingeniosi viderentur.' 
(Asser, De Reb. Gest. Aelfredi.) 
* Elfredam. ] Aelfthryth was 
married to Baldwin le Chauve, 
count of Flanders ; but the year 
of their marriage is not recorded. 
He died 2nd Jan. 918, leaving 
two sons by her, then grown up. 



* EVgifam.^ Elgira, or Aethel- 
geofu, was dedicated to a mon- 
astic life, and made abbess of 
Shaftesbury. 

> Fuit.yA. S. C. D. ; omitted 
in E.L, 

* Qui iemper . . . agiUtretur,'\ 
A,S,C,D.; quae semper . • . agi- 
tarentur, E. 

* Adnumitu.] A. S. C. D. L. ; 
admonitae, E, 

* AmpUcteretur,'] A. S. C. D. 
L, ; amplecterentur, £. 

^ Silent leges inter otsmu] 
Cicero, pro Milone, iv. 

* Inter fremitus.'] D, E. ; inter 
stridores lituorum, inter fremitus, 
A. S. C Jj. 
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multam incurrerent. Hoc commento pacemin- 
fudit proyincise ; ut etiam per publicos aggeres, 
ubi semitae in quadrivium finduntur, armillas 
anreas juberet suspend!, quse viantium aviditatem 
ridereut, dum non essent qui eas abriperent. 
Eleemosinis intentos privilegia ecclesiamm, sicnt 
pater statnerat, roboravit; et trans mare Ro- 
mam, et 'ad Sanctum Thomam in India, mnlta 
munera misit. ' Legatos in hoc missus Sigelinus, a.d. 883. 
Scirebumensis episcopus, cum magna prosperitate, 
quod quivis hoc seculo miretur, Indiam pene- 
travit ; inde rediens, exoticos splendores gem- 
marum, et liquores aromatum, quorum ilia humus 
ferax est, reportavit. Prseterea munus omni 
obrizo pretiosius, partem Dominici ligni, a papa 
^Marino regi missam. Monasteria ubi oppor- 
tunum videbat construxit; ^unum in Adelingia, 



' Ad Sanctum ThomoM in In- 
dia."]. The Apostle Thomas is re- 
ported to have preached the Gos- 
pel in India. Conceniing the 
Christians of St. Thomas, consult 
La Croze, Histoire du Christi- 
anisme des Indes, 2 toIs. 12mo. 
La Haye, 1768. Their history 
was written by order of St. Au* 
gustin, and has been translated 
into French. (Histoire Orien- 
tale des grands progr^s de I'Eglise 
Catholique en la reduction des 
ancieus Chretiens dits de S. 
Thomas. Brnxelles, 1609.) 

^ Legahu in hoc mittus Sige- 
Hnusj Scirebumenns efnacaput.'] 
This mission occurred in the year 
883. The persons who then carri- 
ed the king's alms to Rome and 
India are simply called in the 
Saxon Chronicle Sighelm and 
Aethelst^n. Both Malmesbury 
and Florence of Worcester seem, 
however, to have confounded 
Earl Sighelm, who was slain by 
the Danes in 905, with a bishop 



of Sherborne, believed by some 
to have lived about this time. 
In the * Gesta Pontificum' this 
bishop is called Sighelm, and 
made to succeed Asser [in 883] ; 
but Florence, (who omits him 
altogether in his catalogue of the 
bishops of that see,) writing of 
the mission to Rome and St. 
Thomas' in India in 883, says, 
' Assero Scirebumeusi episoopo 
d^uncto succedit Suithelmus ; 
qui regis Alfiredi eleemosinam ad 
S. Thomam Indiam detulit, in- 
deque prospere rediif If Suith- 
elme was ever bishop of Sher- 
borne, it could not have been 
upon the death of Asser (A.D. 
909) that he succeeded. 

' Marino,'] E, ; Martino, D. — 
MarinuB, or Martinus II, became 
pope in December 882, and died 
in 884. 

« UnuM in Adtlingia.] The 
Benedictine monastery of Athel- 
ney, in Somersetshire, was found- 
ed by Aelfred in the year 888, 
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vir perspicacis ingenii et multae facundise, qoiy 
dudum concrepantibus undique bellorom frago- 
ribus, in Franciam ad Karolom Calvum trans- 
ieraty cnjns rogatu Hierarchiam 'Dionysii Areo- 
pagitSB in Latinum de Grseco verbnm e verbo 
transtnlit; composuit etiam librum qnem ^rsgi 
^vaiuv fjbBgifffjbov, id est, De Naturao Divisione, tita- 
lavit, propter perplexitatem necessariarum qnaes- 
tionum solvendam bene utilem; si tamen ignos- 
catur ei in aliquibns, in quibus a Latinorum 
tramite deviavit, dum in Grsecos acriter oculos 
intendit. Succedentibns annis munificentia EI- 
fredi allectus venit Angliam, et apnd monasteriam 
nostrum a pueris quos docebat graphiis, ut fertur, 
perforatnSy etiam martyr sestimatus est ; quod snb 
ambiguo ad injuriam sanctae animse non dixerim, 
cum celebrem ejus memoriam sepulchrum in si- 
nistro latere altaris, et epitaphii prodant versus, 
scabri quidem et modemi temporis lin^a carentes, 
sed ab antiquo non adeo deformes. 

' Clauditur in tumulo sanctus sophista Johannes, 
Qui ditatus erat jam vivens dogmate miro ; 
Martyrio tandem Christi conscendere regnum. 
Quo, meruit, regnant sancti per secula cuncti/ 

Adfrfd'ten- §128. His 'collateralibus rex fretus, liberates 

Sftoik^^r* artes totis medullis indidit, in tantum ut nuUus 

Anglorum fuerit vel in intelligendo acutior vel 

in interpretando elegantior ; quod eo magis erat 



where he translated the famous 
work of St. DeniSy bishop of 
Athens, * De divinis nominibus 
Tel coelestibus ordinibus.' He 
is mentioned by Pope Nicholas 
I. in his epistle to Charles le 
Chauve; but the year of his 
death is uncertain. (Ussher's 
Sylloge Vet Epist« Hiber. xxii. 
40.) 



^ DUmysii Areopag^iUt,"] Jo- 
hannes Scottus dissented finom 
the opinion of Hincmar, Anas- 
tasius, and the other translators 
of the Life of St. Denis the Areo- 
pagite, who ha?e attempted to 
identify the first bishop of Paris 
with the Athenian martyr. 

' CoUateraUbusJ] S. £. L. ; la- 
teralibus, C. D, K. M, 
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minim^ quia 'jam duodennis omnis literaturse 
expers ftiit. 'Tunc vero ludo benignaB matris 
invitatus ut pro munere libellum, quern prse 
manibus tenebat, acciperet si cito addisceret, 
joco literas ingressus, aviditate siticulosa com- 
bibit. Denique plurimam partem Romanae bi- 
bliothecas Anglorum auribus dedit^ opimam prae- 
dam pereg^inarum mercium civium usibus con- 
yectans ; cujus praecipui sunt libri ^Orosius, Pas- 
toralis Gregorii, Gesta Anglorum Bedad, Booetius 
De Consolatione Philosophiaey liber proprius quem 
patria lingua ^Encheridion, id est, manualem li- 
brum, appellavit. Quin et provincialibus grandem 
amorem studiorum infudit, bos prsemiis, illos 
injuriis hortando ; neminem illiteratum ad quam- 
libet curiae dignitatem aspirare permittens. Psal- 
terium transferre aggressus, vix' prima parte 
explicata yivendi finem fecit. In ^prologo Pas- 
toralis dicit se iccirco ad interpretandos Anglice 
libros animatum, quod ecclesiae, in quibus nume- 
rosae a prisco bibliothecae continebantur, cum 
libriSy a Danis incensae sint ; propterea in tota 
insula studium literarum abolitum, quod quisque 
mag^s vereretur capitis periculum quam seque- 
retur librorum exerdtium. Quapropter se in 
hoc Anglis suis consulere ut nunc praelibarent 
tumultuarie, quod postea, si forte pax rediret. 



' Jam dtiiodennis amnis Utera- 
twrtt erpers fuit,'] Aelfred's lite- 
rary edncatioii may be dated from 
11th November, A.D. 887. (As- 
■er, De Gestis Aelfredi.) 

' Timr Tcro Utdo benignte mains 
itmUiuM.'] Compare Asser under 
the year 866. 

* OroftiM.] Paulas OrosiuB of 
TanragoDe, a Spanish priest, the 
friend of St Augustin, bishop of 
Hippon, flourished A.D. 417. 



The Anglo-Saxon version of his 
universal history has been edited 
by Daines Barrington, with an 
English translation. (Lond. 177S.) 

* Eneheridum.] A.D.E.L.M.; 
Handboe, S, C. K, See Asser's 
account of this book, and Mal- 
mesb. De Gest. Pontif. (Gale, 
vol. III. p. S4a.) 

* Prohgo PoBtondis.] Printed 
in Wise's edition of Asser, p. 81 » 
Oxon. 17i2. 
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Latino ediscerent sermone. Ad omnes princi- 
pales sedes librum banc suo jassu conscriptum 
velle transmittere, cum pugillari aureo in quo 
esset manca auri ; nihil in ista vel aliis interpre- 
tationibus ex suo dicere, sed omnia a spectabi- 
libus viris Pleimundo archiepiscopo, Asserione 
^episcopo, Giimbaldo et Johannepresbyteris, hau- 
sisse. Postremoy ut omnem vitam ejus breviter 
elucidem, viginti quatuor boras quae inter diem 
et noctem jugiter rotantur ita dividebat, ut octo 
boras in scribendo et legendo et orando, octo in 
cura corporis^ octo in expediendo regni negotia, 
transigeret. Erat in capella sua candela viginti 
quatuor partium, aedituusque, cui hsec delegabatur 
providentia, ut per combustionem candelse regem 
de singulis admoneret officiis. ^Dimidiam porti- 
onem omnium censuum, juste duntaxat adquisi- 
torum, monasteriis suis delegavit ; cunctos prse- 
terea redditus in sequas duas partes dividebat. 
Rursusque primam in tres, quarum primam mi- 
nistris suis curialibus; secundam operatoribus^ 
quos jugiter in novarum sedium exstructionibus^ 
mirabili et ignoto Anglis modo, habebat ; tertiam 
advenis. Secunda pars reddituum ita divide- 
batur ut prima portio daretur pauperibus regionis 
suae, secunda monasteriis, tertia scholasticism 
quarta transmarinis ecclesiis. ^ Judiciomm a suis 



* Epiicopo.'] S, E, L, ; archie- 
piflcopo, D, M, — Aflser had been 
archbishop of St. David's. 

' Dimidiam portumem omnium 
censHum.'] Asser says he devoted 
one-half of his income ' to God ;' 
which part was afterwards sub- 
divided for the poor, for the two 
monasteries which he had found- 
ed, the school he had established, 
and for other monasteries and 



churches, domestic and foreign. 
(Asser, De Reb. Gest Aelfredi.) 
' Judiciorum a mis .... aaper- 
rimus cmrector,'] In the Mirror of 
Justice, cap. 2, it is stated that 
Aelfred, in one year, condemned 
to be hanged no less than forty- 
four inferior judges in the hun- 
dred and county courts for false 
judgments, either in condenm- 
ing or acquitting men without the 
verdict of a jury. 
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hominibas factomm inqaisitor, perperam actorum 
asperrimus corrector. Iliad insolens et inaudi- 
tum^ quod semper sinu gestabat libellum in quo 
diumi cursos Psalmi continebantur, ut, si quando 
vacaret, arriperet, et vigilanti oculo percurreret. 
Ita vitam egit magna cum finitimis gratia; et 
Baldwino comiti Flandrioe 'Ethelswitha filia in 
conjugium data, ex qua ille genuit Ernulfum et 
Adulfum. Iste a patre comitatum Bononise sus- 
cepit^ ex altero sunt hodie comites ^Flandrise. 

5 124. Elfredus. ' naturae functus munere. se- hib d«th, 

A«D. 901. 

pultus est WintonidB in mouasterio suo. ^Ad 
cujus officinas instruendas, ^ Edwardus filius ejus 
sufficiens spatium terrse ab episcopo et cano- 
nicis tunc temporis nundinatus, ad unumquem- 
que pedem mancam auri publico pondere pen- 
sitavit. Stupenda profecto regis abstinentia^ 



^ Ethelswitha.'] See antea, p. 
186, where Aelned's daughter, 
married to Baldwin II, count of 
Flanders, is called Elfreda, or 
Aelfthryth : in French history she 
is called Elstrude. Baldwin, 
named Le Chauve in memory of 
his maternal grandfather, left two 
sons by this marriage, Amoul, 
and Adulphus,or Adalolfus; from 
the former of whom (Amoul the 
Great, count of Flanders, A.D. 
918) descended Matilda, queen 
of William the Conqueror. Ad- 
olphe died without issue A.D. 
933. 

« FlandruB.] S. C. D, E, F. 
L.; after < Flandriae,' A. H. read 
* Commendatio et obitus Aelfredi 
regis. — Famosus, bellicosus, vie- 
toriosus ; yiduarum, pupillorum, 
orphanorum, pauperumque pro- 
visor studiosus ; poetarum Sax- 
onicorum peritissimus, sus genti 
carissimus, afiabilis omnibus, li- 
beralissimus ; prudentia, fortitu- 
dine, temperantia, justitia pre- 



dltus ; in infirmitate qua assidue 
laborabat patientissimus, in exe- 
quendis judiciis indagator discre- 
tissimuSy in servitio Dei vigilan- 
tissimus et devotissimus ; Angul- 
Saxonum rex Aelfredus, piissimi 
regis Athulfi filius, viginti et 
novem annis sexque mensibus 
regni sui peractis, mortem obiit, 
indictione quarta, quinto kalen- 
das NoTcmbris, feria quarta, et 
Wintoniae in novo monasterio 
sepultus, immortalitatis stolam 
et resurrectionis gloriam cum 
justis expectat.'— This passage 
occurs verbatim in the Chronicle 
of Florence of Worcester, under 
the year 901. 

' Naturte functus munere. ] 
Aelfred died on the 26th of 
October, A.D. 901. 

* Ad a^u$ officinas instruendasj] 
S. C,D.E,L, ; ad cujus pranlicti 
monasterii novi officinas instru- 
endas, A. 

' Edwardus filius ^us,"] A, S, 
D, M, ; omitted in C. E. L, 

O 
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ut tanta se pateretur emung^ pecania, nolens 
scilicet de rapina paapemm offerre Deo sa- 
crificinm. Et erant ambae ecclesise sic yicinae 
parietibns contig^uis, ut voces 'canentium aliae 
obstreperent aliis. Unde turn propter hoc, turn 
propter csetera, plorimas infelix livor effodiebat 
causas quibus non modicas invicem exsculperent 
offensas. Quapropter nuper illnd coenobiam 
extra urbem translatum sanius incolitOTy liberius 
insignitor. Ainnt Elfredum prius in episcopatu 
sepultum, ^qnod suummonasteriiun esset imper- 
fectmn ; mox pro deliramento canoniconun, di- 
centium regios manes resumpto cadavere noctibus 
per domos oberrare, filinm ^successorem genitoris 
tulisse exnvias, et in ^novo monasterio quieta sede 
composuisse. Has sane naenias sicnt cedtens, 
nt credant nequam hominis cadaver post mortem 
daemone agente discurrere, ^ Angli pene innata cre- 
dulitate tenent, a gentilibos nimirum mutuantes, 
^sicut ait Virgilius : 

' Morte obita quales fama est volitare figuras/ 

Se^SSll? § ^^' -^^^^ Dominicae incamationis nongen- 

A.D.901.' tesimo primo regnum obtinuit Edwardus, filius 

Elfrediy et tenuit 'annis viginti tribus ; literarum 



' Canentium.^ C. D. E, L, M, ; 
cantantium,^!. S. 

* Quod 9uum monasterium esset 
imperfectum,] S, C. D, E, L. M, ; 
omitted in A, 

' SuceessitremJ] C. D. E. L, 
M, ; successorem Edwardum, 
A,S. 

^ Novo monasterio,'] * On its 
removal called Hyde Abbey/ 
(Sharpe, 140.) 

' AngUpene innata credniitate,'] 
* The popular notion was, that 
the devil reanimated the corpse, 
and played a yariety of pranks 



by its agency ; and that the only 
remedy was to dig up and con- 
sume the body with fire. See 
WiU. Neubrig. 6, 22.' (Sharpe, 
140.) 

* Sicut ait VirffUius.'] JEneid. 
X. 641. 

^ Annis viginti trihus,] Ead- 
weard the Elder was not crown- 
ed till Whitsunday (16th May), 
A.D. 902 ; if, therefore, the com- 
mencement of his reign be dated 
from that day, he was yet in his 
twenty-third year when he died ; 
but he had completed his twenty- 
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scientia multnm patre inferior, sed regni potes- 
tate incomparabiliter gloriosior ; siquidem ille 
duo regna Merciorum et West-Saxonum con- 
junxcrit, Merciorum nomine tenus, quippe com- 
mendatum duci Etheredo, tenens. Iste primum, 
'mortuo EtheredOy Mercios omnifariam, mox 
^Occidentales et Orientales Anglos, et Northan- 
himbroSy qui cum Danis jam in unam gentem 
coalueranty et Scottos, qui aquilonalem insulae 
partem inhabitant, et Britones omnes, quos nos 
Walenses dicimus, bellis profligatos, suae ditioni 
subegerit ; nee unquam in aliqua pugna humi- 
liorem manum habuerit. Invenit ingenium quo 
excursus falleret Danorum ; urbibus enim per 
loca opportuna multis, vel veteribus reparatis 
vel novis excogitatis, replevit eas manu militari, 
quae incolas protegeret, hostes repelleret. Nee 
frustra: adeo virtutes provincialium in praeliis 
occalluerant, ut si audirent inimicos adventantes, 
rege etiam et ducibus inconsultis, in certamen 
ruerent ; eisque semper numero et 'prseliari 
scientia praestarent. Ita hostes militibus con- 
temptuiy regi risui erant. Denique novi, qui 
ductu cujusdam ^Aethelwoldi filii patrui regis ad- 
venerant, omnes ad unum cum eo interfecti, 
veteres vel peremti, vel sub nomine Anglorum 
reservati. Aethelwoldus sane, primis diebus 
hujus regis multa molitus, ejus dominium de- 
dignabatur, asserens se non iuferiorem vel genere 
vel virtute : sed a proceribus, qui fide obstricti 



third year, computed from his 
father's death, on 26th October, 
A.D. 924. He died at Faring- 
don, probably before the close of 
that year, bat certainly before the 
SOth of January, A.D. 925. 

' Moriuo EtkeredoJ] Aethered, 
earl of Mercia, died A.D. 912. 



^ OccidenUdes,'\ Meaning pro- 
bably the people of Essex, or 
East-Saxons. 

» Praliari.^ A. D. E. L. M. ; 
praeliandi, 8. C. 

* Aethelwoldi filii patrui regis.^ 
Aethelwrold, son of Aethelberht, 
the elder brother of Aelfred, was 
slain A.D. 906. 

o 2 
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fueranty in exilium tnisus, piratas adduxerat; 
cum quibus, ut dixi, caesus, fecit documentum 
stultum esse contra potentiores recalcitrare. De 
his licet merito Edwardus laudetur, palma tamen 
potissima debetur patri per meum arbitriuniy 
Aecoontof qui tantas potential fecit anspicium. ^ Inter haec 
non praetermittatur soror regis Ethelfleda, Ethe- 
redi relicta, non mediocre momentum partium, 
favor civium, pavor hostinm, immodici cordis 
foemina, quae pro experta difficultate primi partus, 
'vel potius unius^ perpetuo viri complexum ^horru- 
erit, protestans non convenire reg^s filiae ut illi se 
Yoluptati innecteret^ quam tale incommodum post 
tempus urgeret. Virago potentissima multum 
fratrem consiliis juvare, in urbibus exstruendis 
non minus valere ; non discemas potiore fortuna 
an virtute ut mulier viros domesticos protegeret, 
alienos terreret. ^Decessit ante germanum quin- 
quennio, sepultaque in monasterio sancti Petri 
Gloecestrae, quod ipsa cum viro Etheredo ingenti 
cura exstruxerat, eoque ossa beati Oswaldi ex 
Bardenia transtulerat ; sed, illo tempore Dano- 
rum destructo, aliud, quod nunc in eadem civi- 
tate praecipuum habetur/Aldredus archiepiscopus 
Eboracensis instauravit. 



Htrdeatli, 
A.D. 919. 



' Inter tuec turn prtetermittahw 
.... EthelfledaJ] For notices of 
Aethelflaed, Lady of the Merci- 
ans, consult the SaSLon Chronicle, 
A.D. 91 a— 919. 

* Vel potius imtiM.] A. C. D. 
E, L, M, ; omitted in S, 

'Homurit,] C. D. E, M.; 
homiit, A, S, L, 

* DeceMtit ante germanum quin- 
quennia,'] Aethelflaed died at 
Tamworth 12th June, A.D. 919. 
She left a daughter by Earl 
Aethered, named Aelfwyn. (Flor. 
Wigom. ; Sax. Chron.) 



' Aldredut archiepiscojnu Elto- 
raeentis tiMfoicrart/. j S, C. D. E, 
L, M» ; omitted in A, which 
reads instead, ' tunc quidem 
quomodocunque remansit, tem- 
pore yero Normannorum per 
Serlonem abbatem caput extulit' 
— Aldred, bishop of Worcester 
in 1046, after the death of Arch- 
bishop Kinsinus, was appointed 
to York, A.D. 1061, to hold both 
sees together; but the pope re- 
fused him the pall until he had 
given up Worcester. (Malmesb. 
in Vita S. Wulstani.) He died 
11th September 1069. 
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DE LIBERIS EDWARDl PRIMI. 

§ 126. Rex^ quia multas filias habebat, dedit Eadwami't 
Edg'ifam ^Karolo regi Francorum, filio^Lodowici ^' 
filii Karoli Calvi, cujus filiam, 'at saepe dixi, 
Ethelwulphns rex Roma rediens acceperat: et 
quia se occasio iugessit^ uxores ejus et liberos 
nominatim persequi non iiidignum ducet benig- 
nus auditor. Primogenitum ^Ethelstanum habuit 
ex Egwinna illustri foemina ; et filiam, ^cujus no- 
men scriptum non in promptu habeo : banc ipse 
frater Sihtricio Northanhimbrorum regi nuptum 
dedit. Secundus filius Edwardi fuit ^Ethelwardus 
ex Elfleda filia Ethelmi comitis^ Uteris apprime 
institutuSy multumque Elfredum avum vultu et 
moribus praeferens^ sed cita post genitorem morte 
subtractus. Ex eadem uxore habuit Edwinum, 
cujus interitus quae opinio sit/posterius non con- 
stanter sed titubanter efferam. Tulit quoque ex 
ilia sex filias, Edfledam, Edgivam, Ethelhildam, 
Ethildam, Edgitham, Elfgivam ; prima et tertia 
coelibatum Deo voventes, Edfleda in sacrato, 
Ethelhilda in laico tegmine, terrenarum nupti- 
arum voluptatem fastidiere : jacent ambae Wil- 



* Karolo regi Francorum. ] 
Charles le Simple. See antea, 
§112, p. 166. 

' Lodowici.^ C. D. E, L, ; Lo- 
dowici Balbi, A, S, 

s Ut Mppe dixLj § 109, p. 15S ; 
and § 113, p. 168. 

* Ethelstanum habuit ex Egwin-- 
na iUustri foemina.'] Eguuma,the 
mother of King AethelsULn, is said 
to have been Eadweard's concu- 
bine; but Malmesbury speaks 
doubtingly of this alleged stain 
on Aethclstan*s birth. See post- 
ea,§ ISl, p. 205. 

* Cif/'iM nomen scriptum non in 



promptu habeo,"] The name of 
Eadweard's daughter, who was 
given by her brother Aethelst4n 
in marriage to Sihtric, king of 
Northumbria, (30th January 
925,) does not occur in any of 
the early English chronicles. 
She is called Beatrix by the 
Scottish historians. 

* Ethelwardus.] Aethelweard 
died at Oxford a few days after 
his father, and was buried at 
Winchester. See postea, § 131, 
p. 205. 

' Posterius . . . efferam.] See 
postea, § 139. 
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toniae, juxta matrem tumnlataD. ^ Edgifam dedit 
pater Karolo re^, ut dixi ; ' Ethildam frater Ethel- 
stanus Hugoni, 'Edgitham et Elfgivam idem ^ger- 
mands misit Henrico Alamannorum imperatori, 
quarum secundam Othoni filio ille locavity alter- 
am cuidam duci juxta Alpes. Suscepit etiam ex 
tertia uxore, Edgiva vocabulo^filios duos^Edmun- 
dum et Edredum, qui ambo post Ethelstanum 
regnarunt : filias duas, Edburgam et Edgivam. 
Edburga, sacrata Christo virgo, Wintoniae qui- 
escit: ^Edgivam, speciositatis eximise mulierem, 
conjunxit frater Ethelstanus Lodowico Aquitan- 
orum principi. Filias suas ita instituerat ut 
Uteris omnes in infantia maxime vacarent, mox 
etiam colum et acum exercere consuescerent, ut 
his artibus pudice impubem yirginitatem transi- 
gerent; ^filios, ut primum eruditio plena literarum 
in eos conflueret, et deinde quasi philosophi ad 
gubemandam rempublicam non jam rudes pro- 
cederent. 



de normannis, quomodo frangiam inpestave- 
rint; bt quod rollo accepit filiam rbgis 
prancorum. 

Of tbe Nor- § 127. At vero Karolus iste gener Edwardi, mul- 
tis calamitatibus a RoUone coactus, partem illi 



^ Edgifam dedit pater Karolo 
regi,] See antea, § 112, p. 166. 
After the death of Charles le 
Simple, Queen Eadgiva married 
Herbert comte de Troyes, son 
of Herbert comte de Vermandois, 
A J). 051. (Bouquet, ix. 126.) 

* Ethildam Hugoni,'] 

Hugh count of Paris, sumamed 
the Great, son of Robert I. king 
of France, the brother of King 
Eudes. He died A.D. 056, but 
left no issue by Eadhild. He 
was the father of Hugh Capet, 
king of France. 



' EdgUham et Elfgivam .... 
juxta Alpes.l See antea, § 112, 
p. 168. 

* Germtmus mieit.'] S. C. D. E. 
L, ; germanus, ut prsefatus sum, 
misit, A, 

' Edgivam . . . Lodowieo Aqui- 
tanorum prtncipij] Eadgiya waB 
married to Louis I'Aveugle, em- 
peror and king of Aries. She 
had by him a son named Charies 
Constantine, count of Vienna. 
(Bouquet, viii. 186.) 

< Ftitos.] D. E. M. ; filios ita, 

A, 8, C. Xr. 
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GallidB, quse nunc Normannia vocatur, conces- 
sit. Longum est persequi quot annis et quanta 
audacia omnia inquietaverint Northmanni ab 
oceano Britannico, ' ut ante commemoravi, nsque 
ad Tyrrhenum mare. Primo Hasteng, mox 
^RoUoy qui nobili sed per vetustatem obsoleta 
prosapia Noricorum ortus, ^egis prsecepto patria 
carens, multos, quos vel 8bs alienum vel consci- 
entia scelerum exagitabat, magnis spebus solici- 
tatos secum abduxit. Itaque piraticam aggres- 
sus, cum ubique libera spatiaretur insania, ^apud 
Camotum hsesit ; siquidem cives^ nee armis nee 
muris confisi, beatae dominse Marise suffragium 
adorant. ^Camisiam quoque ejusdem virginis, 
quam ^Karolus Calvus cum aliis reliquiis a Con- 
stantinopoli advexerat, in modum vexilli super 
propugnacula, custodum trita pectoribus, ventis 
exponunt: hostes visam ridere, et in eam per 
inane sagittas dirigere ; non impune^ nam mox, 
oculis obnubilatis, nee retro regredi nee ante 
tendere valuere. ^Id oppidani laetis animis con- 
spicati, multa eorum csede, quantum fortuna aspi- 

' Ut ante eommemoram,'] A.D. xxiv. torn. i. p. 100; ed. Hau- 

E. L, ; omitted in C. ; at ante niae, 1777.) 
memoravi, «.— Sec § 121, p. 182. 4^^^ Camotum hant.l RoUo 

• RMoj qui nobUi . . . prosapia besieged Chartre* in the year 

Noricorum ortus."] RoUo was the gn, 

son of Rbgnvaldy jarl of Maere, 4 r'^-^^^ ^^,«^ ^v.^>^ -^ 
ralain A D SOS \ who was de- Camtnam quoqve ^utdem rtr- 

^^Jr . lu '^*7 I r r ^i»"-] Bishop Waltelme is said 
scendedinthematerna^^lmefrom ^ ^;J^ ^^^ ^ ^ ^^^ ^^ 

the famous Si^rdr Rmg, kmg ^^^ ^^ ^^ j,^, y. 

of Denmark and Sweden. ^^^ ^^ ^^.^j^ J^^ ^^.^^^ 

^Re^prwceptopatrtacaretu.^ were put to flijrht. 

Having been detected in the ex- « „ , ^ , 

ercise of Strandhug, or impress- Karolus Caltma ... a Con- 

m'ent of provisions, a practice 'tantinopoh advexerat.] This U 

then prohibited in Denmark un- «}«> related in an wionymous 

der the severest penalties, Rollo ^^^^^ chronicle of the twelfth 

was banished from his native century; but it seems by no 

land by command of King Ha- m«a°s ^e^^ ^^^ Charles ever 

raldH&rfager,A.D.896. (Snorre, v"it«d Constantinople. 

Haralds Saga ens Harfagra, c. ' Id.] A, CD. E.L, ; quod, S. 
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rabat, gaudium suum satiarunt. Evasit tamen 
R0IIO9 quern suae fidei Deus reservabat. Nee 
multo post Rotomagum et confines urbes armis 
obtinuit, anno Domini ' octingentesimo septua- 
gesimo sexto, anno uno ante obitum Karoli 
Calvi; ^cujus filii filius Lodowicus, ^ut supra 
lectum est, Northmannos vicit quidem, sed non 
expulit. At vero *Karolus frater istius Lodo- 
wici, nepos Karoli Calvi ex filio Lodowico, ut 
prius tetigi, multotiens adversis bellis exper- 
tus, nihil sibi fortunam restituere, quod aliis 
abstulisset : cum magnatibus librato consilio bo- 
num esse liberalitatem ostentare regiam, cum 
non posset propulsare injuriam, RoUonem pa- 
cifice accersivit. Erat ille jam grandsevus, et 
facile ad concordiam inclinatus est. ^ Ita foedus 
ictum est ut baptisma susciperet, et terram illam 
de rege sicut de domino suo cognosceret. Ubi 
cousiderari potuit ingenita et effraenis barbaries 



* Octingentesimo septuagenmo 
sexto,"] A, S, C. L. ; octingen- 
tesimo sexto, D, E, M, — Rollo*s 
invasion of Neustria is assigned 
by both French and English 
chroniclers to the year 876, twenty 
years earlier than the northern 
writers place that event ; which, 
according to them, occurred in 
the year following Rollo's ba- 
nishnient from Norway. Some 
of the French chronicles like- 
wise mention an invasion of 
Neustria in the year 896, but 
not under the conduct of RoUo. 
Either period, however, was ma- 
nifestly long antecedent to the 
siege of Chartres and the events 
above narrated. The remarkable 
dream which Rollo is reported 
to have had, and which was in- 
terpreted as foretelling his esta- 
blishment in France, is said to 
have occurred in the year 876. 



See the Annals attributed to 
Asser, Gale, in. 165. 

' Cujus filii filius LodowicMS.'l 
Louis III, son of Louis le B^gue, 
the son of Charles le Chauve. 

' Ut supra lectum est."] A. C. 
D. £. X. ; < dictum,' iSf.— A.D. 
881. See antea, ^ 110, p. 159. 

* Karolus,"] Charles le Simple. 

' Itafotdus ictum est.] The 
terms of this treaty, it is believed, 
nowhere exist in an authentic 
form, and it is even very ques- 
tionable if it ever were reduced 
to writing. There has obtained 
in France a fanciful notion that 
the original charter was carried 
away by one of the kings of Eng- 
land of the Norman line, and de« 
posited in the Tower of London : 
if this supposition were even well 
founded, all traces of such a do- 
cument have long since been lost. 
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viri, siquidem cum, dono concesso, astantes sug- 
gererent * ut pedem largitoris oscularetur, dedig- 
natus genubus advolvi, apprebensum pedem re- 
gis ad OS suum stans attraxit. lUo resupinato^ 
secutus risus Nortbmannorum ; Francis repre- 
hendentibus factum, excusat Rollo impudentiam, 
allegans provinciae suae morem : ita rebus com- 
positis Rotomagum rediit, ^ibique diem clausit. 

DB HUGONE CAPET, QUOMODO FACTU8 EST REX 

FRANCIiE. 

§ 128. Filius hujus Karoli fuit ^Lodowicus : *is French hii 
a quodam Isambardo, qui, ad paganismum versus, 
fidem luserat, irritatus, proceres suos de suffragio 
convenit ; quibus nee responsum referentibus, 
^Uugo quidam, non magni nominis tyro, filius Ro- 



tory. 



' Ut pedem lar^torU oscula- 
retur.^ The discourteous act here 
laid to the charge of Rollo is at- 
tributed by William of Jumi^ges 
to one of the Norman knights in 
the duke's attendance. (Bou- 
quet, vni. 267.) Robert Wace, 
however, likewise makes the 
Norman chief himself guilty of 
the disrespect offered to the 
French king. (Roman de Rou.) 

' Ibique diem clausit.'] Rollo 
abdicated in favour of his son 
William in t)ie year 927. He 
died A.D.931. (Bouquet, ix. 12, 
note.) 

' Lodowicus^ Louis IV, sur- 
named d'Outremer, returned from 
England, accompanied by Wil- 
liam archbishop of Sens, in the 
year 93G, and was crowned on 
the 19th of June in that year. He 
died at Rheims by a fall from his 
horse, lOth September A.D.954. 

* la a quodam Isambardo,'] The 
events detailed in this section are 
greatly confounded. What is 
here related of Louis IV. appears 



to belong to the reign of his 
uncle, Louis III. The North- 
men, in the year 881, ravaged Le 
Vimeu and Ponthieu, at the per- 
suasion, as it is said, of Isem- 
bard, the nephew of Louis, who, 
having incurred the displeasure 
of his uncle, had been banished 
the kingdom, and fled to Guor- 
mond, or Guorm, the Danish 
chieftain. The signal defeat 
which the Northmen sustained 
in this year at Saulcourt, with 
the loss of their chief, is related 
in most of the French chronicles ; 
and some verses in the Teutonic 
dialect are extant recording the 
praises of Louis merited on that 
occasion. (Bouquet, viii. 273 ; 
IX. 68,99—101.) 

^ Hugo quidam . . . Jilius Ro^ 
berti comitis Montis Desiderii,"] 
It seems by no means clear who 
is the person here intended. The 
author appears to refer either to 
Hugh Capet, or to his father, 
Hugh thc(ireat,son of Robert I. 
king of France ; but the two per- 
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berti comitis Montis Desiderii, ultro ^ pro domino 
^duellum expetiit, et provocatorem interemit. 
Lodowicus cnm toto exercitu apud Pontivum sub- 
secutus, omnibus barbaris quos ille adduxerat 
vel occisis vel elapsis^ opimam laoream obtinnit. 
Sed non molto post, pro labore illius expeditionis 
extrema valetudine debilitatus, haeredem reg^ 
Hugonem ilium instituit, praedicandae fidei et 
virtutis juvenem. ^Ita prosapia Karoli mag^i in 
illo cessavit, sen quod uxor ejus sterilis fuerat, 
sen quod pro brevitate vitae absque prole deces- 
serat. ^Hugo alteram filiam Edwardi duxit ux- 
orem, et genuit ^Rodbertum ; Rodbertus ^Henri- 



tons are manifestly confounded 
in the subsequent passages. 
Hugli, son of Conrad, count of 
Auxerre, and brother of Robert 
le Fort, grandfather of Hugh the 
Great, distinguished himself at 
the battle fought by Louis against 
the Northmen in 881 : to him, 
therefore, according to the series 
of time, the adventure with Isem- 
bard, if not altogether a fiction, 
might perhaps be referred, rather 
than to either the grand-nephew 
or the great-grand-nephew. He 
died during the sieg^ of Paris in 
the year 886. 

* Pro domino duellum expetiity 
et provocatorem interemit,'] This 
adventure is not noticed in the 
' Recueil des Historiens de 
France.' 

3 DveUum.] A. S. C. D. L.; 
duellium, E, 

* Ita prosapia Karoli mof^i in 
illo cessavit . . • absque prole deces' 
serat,"] The Carlovingian race ter- 
minated with Louis V, grandson 
of Louis d'Outremer. Louis IV. 
left issue by Gerberge, sister of 
the emperor Otho, Lothaire, who 
succeeded him 12th Nov. A.D. 



954, and died 2nd March 986; 
and Charles duke of Lorraine, 
who disputed the crown of France 
with Hugh Capet, upon the 
death of Louis V. son of Lo- 
thaire, and afterwards died in 
prison, A.D. 994. 

* Hugo alteram JUiam Edwardi 
duxit uxorem,"] Malmesbury, as 
it seems, would here refer to 
Hugh Capet, whom he confounds 
with his father, Hugh the Great, 
the husband of Eadhild, orEthil- 
da, daughter of EUidweard the 
Elder. See § 126, p. 198. Hugh 
Capet, king of France, was con- 
secrated at Rheims Srd July, 
A.D. 987, and died 24th October 
A.D. 996. 

' Rodbertum,'] Robert II. having 
been crowned during his father's 
life at Orleans, 1st January 988, 
succeeded upon his death as sole 
king of France, and died on 
Tuesday, 20th July, A.D. 1031. 
' Henricum, ] Henry I, of 
France, was consecrated during 
his father's life, and succeeded 
him in 1031. He died at Vitry, 
near Paris, on the 4th of August, 
A.D. 1060. 
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motut. 



cum ; Henricus ^Philippum ; Philippus ^Lodowi- 
cuniy qui nunc in Francia regnat. Sed, ut ad 
nostrum Edwardum revertar, quid ejus tempore 
de renovandis episcopatibus a papa Formoso 
praeceptum sit^ jocundum puto memoratu : ita- 
que ^verbis eisdem quibus inveni scripta inter- 
seram. 

§ 129. Anno quo a nativitate Domini transacti ^Jjpj J«'- 
sunt anni nongenti quatuor^ misit papa Formosus 
in Angliam epistolas, quibus dabat excommuni- 
cationem et maledictionem regi Edwardo^ et 
omnibus subjectis ejus^ pro benedictione quam 
dederat beatus Gregorius genti Anglorum a sede 
sancti Petri; nam per septem annos plenos 
destituta fuerat ^episcopis omnis regio Gewiso- 
rum, id est^ West-Saxonum. Quo audito, con- 
gregavit rex Edwardus synodum senatorum gen- 
tis Anglorum^ cui praesidebat Pleimundus ^archi- 
episcopus interpretans districta verba apostolicse 
legationis. Tunc rex et episcopi elegere sibi 
suisque salubre consilium^ et, juxta vocem Domi- 
nicam, (^^Messis quidem multa, operarii autem 



* Philippum.'] Philippe I, call- 
ed St. Philippe, was crowned at 
seren years of age, during his fa- 
ther's life, 2Srd May 1059. He 
died at Melun 30th July 1108. 

' Lodowicum, qtd nunc in Fran- 
cia regnat."] Louis VI, sumamed 
le Gros, was consecrated at Or- 
leans, 3rd August 1108, by the 
archbishop of Sens ; and died at 
Paris, 1st August 1137. 

' Verbis eisdem quibuB inveni 
scripta,] This account is copied 
from a MS. (Bodley, 679) which 
was given by Bishop Leofnc, 
who died 1073, to Exeter cathe- 
dral. The whole is so replete 
with anachronisms as to leave 
the presumption of forgery be- 



yond a doubt. The instrument 
is dated in 904, and Formosus 
died on Easter day (11th April) 
896, upwards of five years before 
Eadweard commenced his reign ; 
whilst Frithestan was not bishop 
of Winchester before the year 910. 
On the subject of the seven vacant 
sees, consult Anglia Sacra, vol. i. 
p. 654 ; Spelman, and Wilkins, 
Concilia, vol. i. p. 201. See also 
Ingulphus (Gale, tom. i.) 

* Episcopis.] A,C,D,E.\ epi- 
scopalis, L. 

* ArchiepiscapusJ] A,C. D. £. 
L. ; archiepiscopus Cantuari- 
ensis, S. 

^ Messis . . . pallet.] Matth. 
IX. 37. 
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Death of 
Eadweard 
the Elder, 
A.D. M4. 



panel/) elegerunt et constituerunt singnlos epi- 
scopos singulis provinciis Gewisorum^ et quod 
olim duo babuerunt in quinque diviserunt. 
Acto conciliOy arcbiepiscopus Romam cum bono- 
rificis muneribus adiit, papam magna bumilitate 
placa\it, decreta regis recitavit^ quod apostolico 
maxime placuit. Rediens ad patriam^ in nrbe Can- 
tuarise uno die septem episcopos septem ecclesiis 
ordinavit ; Fridestanum ad ecclesiam Wintoni- 
ensem, Adelstanum ad Cornubiensem^ Wersta- 
num ad Scirebumensem, Adelelmnm ad Wellen- 
sem, Edulfum ad ^Cridiensem. Sed et aliis pro- 
vinciis constitnit duos episcopos, Australibus 
Saxonibus virum idoneum Bernegum, et Merciis 
Cbenulfum ad civitatem ^Dorcestrae: hoc autem 
totum papa firmavit, ut damnaretur in perpe- 
tuum qui hoc infirmaret decretum. 

§ 130. Edwardus, universae camis viam ing^res- 
sus, quiescit in eodem monasterio quo pater; 
quod ipse quoque magnis redditibus ampliaverat, 
in quo et ^ante quadriennium fratrem Adelwar- 
dum sepelierat. 



AeCbelvtin, 
A.D. 934. 



DE ETHELSTANO FILIO EDWARDI. 

§ 131. ^Anno Dominicse incarnationis nongen- 
tesimo vicesimo quarto, Ethelstanus filius Ed- 



» Cridiensem,'] A. C. D. E. I». ; 
Cridiensera io Devonia, S, 

* Dorcestne,'] A, C, D, E L. ; 
Dorcestrse in pago Oxoniae, S* 

^ Ante quadriennium fratrem 
Adelwardum sepelierat, "] Aethel- 
weard, youDget»t eon of King 
Aelfredydied 1 6th October, A.D. 
922 ; rather more than two years 
before the death of his brother 
Eadweard. 

* Anno Dominica incamationia 
nongentesimo viceaimo quarto, ] 
During the national controversy 



as to the feudal dependence of 
Scotland on the English crown. 
King Edward I. issued his 
writs under the great seal of 
England, addressed to the prin* 
cipal cathedrals and monasteries 
in the realm, commanding them 
to search their chronicles and ar- 
, chives for all matters relating to 
Scotland, and to transmit the re- 
sults to the king. The certificate 
sent on that occasion from the 
monastery of Malmesbury coo- 
tains only two long excerpts 
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wardi regnare coepit, tenuitque regnum 'annis 
sexdecim. Frater ejus Elwardus, paucis diebus 
post patrem vita deccdens, sepulturam cum eo- 
dem Wintoniae meruerat. Itaque magno con- 
sensu optimatum ibidem Ethelstanus electus, 
apud regiam villam quae vocatur Kingestune 
coronatus est : quamvis quidam Elvredus cum 
factiosis suis (quia seditio semper invenit com- 
plices) obviare tentasset, cujus qui fuerit finis 
^posterius verbis ipsius regis referemus. Occasio 
contradictioniSy ut ferunt, quod Ethelstanus ex 
concubina natus esset; sed ipse^ praeter banc 
notam (^si tamen vera est), nihil ignobile habens, 
omnes antecessores devotione mentis, omnes eo- 
rum adoreas triumphorum suorum splendore ob- 
scuravit. Adeo praestat ex te, quam ex majo- 
ribus, habere quo poUeas ; quia illud tuum, istud 
reputabitur alienum. Nova monasteria quot et 



from William of Malmesbury's 
history, viz. the whole of this sec- 
tion and § 148 ; with a few brief 
notices of Henry I. abridged from 
the commencement of the fifth 
book. In one MS. (L.) the pas- 
sages marked ' Nota de Scotia,* 
apparently for the same object, 
are far more numerous than the 
extracts from Malmesbury's his- 
tory contained in any of the re- 
turns now extant : it would seem 
therefore that the certificate of 
the establishment to which this 
MS. belonged has not been pre- 
senred. The extracts from the 
chronicles presenred in the mo- 
nastic libraries, relating to the 
subjugation of Scotland, are very 
yaluable: the reader is referred 
for information on this subject 
to Palgraye*s * Documents and 
Records illastrating the History 
of Scotland.' See also the Cot- 
ton MSS. Julius D. VI. 



* Annis sexdectm.] Malmes- 
bury, Florence of Worcester, and 
the Saxon Chronicle place the 
death of AethelstiLn in the year 
940; but if, as also stated by 
Florence, this event be referred to 
Wednesday, 27th October, in- 
dict. XIV. his death must have 
occurred A.D. 941, before he had 
completed the seventeenth year 
of his reign. See a charter of 
King ElLdmund, dated A.D. 940, 
indict. XIII. (Cott. MSS. Aug. ii. 
62.) 

' Posterius verbis ipnua regis 
rtferemus,} See postea, §§ 136, 
137. 

' Si tamen vera eat,^ Malmes- 
bury here, and again at the close 
of § 138, ' quae ideo apposui, non 
ut earum veritatem defendam,' 
seems to imply a disbelief in the 
reputed meanness of Aethelst4n*s 
birth. 
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quanta fecerit, scribere dissimiilo. Iliad non 
transiliam, quod vix aliquod in tola Anglia Te- 
tustum fuerit quod non vel sedificiis^ vel oma- 
mentis, 'aut libris, aut praediis, ^decoravit. Ita 
recentia ex professo, vetusta quasi 'aliud agens 
artifici benignitate insignibat. Cum Sihctrico 
rege Northanhimbrorum, data ei in ^matrimo- 
nium una ex sororibus, yicturum foedus perculit ; 

AiuMzatioD ^quo post annum mortuo, provinciam illam sibi 

bru, a.d!° subegit, ^expulso quodam Aldulfo qui rebellabat. 
Et quia nobilis animus, semel incitatus, in ampli- 

A.D.9f6. ora conatur, Judwalum regem omnium Walen- 
sium, et Constantinum regem Scottorum, 'cedere 
regnis compulit. Quos tamen non multo post, 
miseratione infractus, in antiquum statum sub se 
regnaturos constituit ; gloriosius esse pronuncians 
regem facere quam regem esse. Postremum illi 

A.D.9S8. ^bellum cum Analafo fuit, Sihctrici filio, qui spe 

1 Aut librU,] The Cotton MS. borough. (Flor. Wigom. ; Sax. 

Tiberius, A. ii. is a copy of the Chroo. an. 926.) 

OospelB presented by King ^ Cedere regnU compuUtJ] Tbe 

Aethelstin to the church of Can- submission of the kings to Aethel- 

^ terfoury ; and Claudius, B. y. is stAn took place at Eamot on the 

a Tolume also presented by him 12th of July, A J>. 926. 

to the church of Bath. 'BeUrnm cum A mU^fuU^ Sikei- 

^DecoraviU D. E. Af . ; de- rut JUio.'] Then are semal 

corarerit, A. S. C. L. <J?«^» °^ ^^ mentioned al 

this penod m the Anfl^o-Saxon 

^Aliud.] 5. C. D. £. ; aliquid, ,„uj^. j^^^^ the son of Siht- 

A» L. rlQ. Anlaf, the son of Outh- 

y * MatrinumiumJ] C. D. E, L. ; ferth ; and Anlaf Cuaran, who 

after * matrimonium,' A, S. read is also noticed in the Annals of 

' ut prselocutus sum.' — See antea, Ulster, under the years 944 and 

^, §126, p. 197. 946. Anlaf of Ireland, who jofai- 

i r\ ^ ^^^1^ the confederate chieft against 

Sihtric, king of the North»m- '^*'J*''"*° ."J^*^?""^"?" 
brUn., died A.D. 926, imd w» "rburgh, A J). 9S8, known d» 

.ucce.iled by hi. son Guthferth, ota? w d™™^^ tatt"^" * 

whom AethelstiLn expelled in the . ', ,. -. „ t^ju i.' 

r u ' Ji J temal line from Ragnar Lodbrok. 

followmg year, and annexed , . , t^ i.. 

XT -^L ^u • 4. u:. J • • uid seems to hare been a king 

Northumbna to his dommions. ^ *l /t? *-. j a_ i ir 

of the CEstmen dynasty in Ire- 

*Ex]^ul$oquod4imAldu^fo.'] Eal- land. He married the daughter 

dred, son of Ealdulf, of Bam- of Constantine, king of the Soote. 
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invadendi regni, com snpradicto Constantino 
iterum rebellante, terminos transierat. Et Ethel- 
stano ex consulto cedente^ at gloriosius jam in- 
sultantem vinceret^ multum in Angliam proces- 
serat juvenis audacLssimus et iUicita spirans 
animo^ cui tandem magnis artibus ducum, mag- 
nis yiribus militum^ apud ^Brunefeld occursum. Batue of 
lUe, qui tantum periculum imminere cemeret^bo^hTAD. 
astu exploratoris munus aggressos^ depositis re- 
giis insignibus, assumptaque in ^manibus cithara, 
ad tentorium regis nostri progreditur: ubi cum 
pr£B foribus cantitanSy interdum quoque quateret 
dulci resonantia fila tumultu^ facile admissus est, 
professus mimum qui hujusmodi arte stipem 
quotidianam mercaretur. Regem et convivas 
musico acromate aliquantisper delinivit, cum 
inter psallendum omnia oculis scrutaretur. Post- 
quam satietas edendi finem deiiciis imposuisset, 
et severitas administrandi belli in coUoquio pro- 
cerum recrudesceret, abire jassus pretium cantus 
accepit. Quod asportare nauseans, sub se in terra 
defodit. Notatum id a quodam qui olim illi 
militasset, et confestim Athelstano dictum. Ipse 
hominem incusans quod hostem prae oculis po- 
situm non prodidisset, hoc responsum accepit: 
' Idem sacramentum quod tibi nuper, O rex, feci, 
quondam Analafo dedi ; quod si in ipso me vi- 
disses violare, de te quoque posses exemplum si- 
mile cavere. Sed dignare famuli audire consi- 
lium, ut bine tentorium amoveas ; alioque loco, 
usque dum partes relictae veniant, manens, ini- 
micum petulanter insultantem modesta cuncta- 
tione frangas.' Dicto probato, discessum est 



» Brun^etd,] D,E.M, ; Brune- 
ford, A, S. L*: Breneyeld, C. — 
BnmaDburgh in Northumber- 
land ; the exact site ia not known. 



The battle was fought A.D. 
9S8. 

' Manibus,'] C. D. E, ; manu, 
A, S, L, 



208 



GESTA REGUM ANGLORUM. [UB. II. 



illinc. AnalafuSy nocte paratus ^adveniens, *epi- 
scopum quendam^ qui vespere ad exercitum vene- 
rat, nesciensque renim gestarum, pro viridantis 
campi ^aequore, ibi tabemaculum tetenderat, cum 
tota familia *occidit. Turn ultra progrediens regem 
ipsum imparatum offendit, quippe qui nihil tale 
hostem ausunim timens large quieti indulsefat. 
Sed cum tanto fremitu stratis excussus, suos, 
quantum per id noctis poterat, ad bellum acueret, 
gladius ejus fortuitu vagina excidit. Quocirca, 
cum omnia formidinis et ca&ci tumultus plena 
essent, inclamato Deo et sancto ^Aldelmo, re- 
ductaque ad vaginam manu, ^invenit ensem, qui 
hodieque pro miraculo in thesauro regum servatur. 
Est sane (ut aiunt) una parte sectilis, nee un- 
quam auri aut argenti receptibilis. Hoc Dei 
dono fretus, simulque quia 'jam illucescebat, Nor 
ricum adorsus, tota die usque ad vesperam in- 
defessus fugavit cum exercitu. ^Cecidit ibi rex 



tt 



k 



' AdvenietuJ] C. D. E, ; omit- 
ted in A. S, L, 

' Episcopum quendam,'\ Wer- 
stan, bishop of Sherborne. — 
' Werstanum ferunt in praelio con- 
tra Analafum a rege Ethelstano 
susceptum a paganis trucidatum.' 
(Malmes. De Gestis Pontificum, 
de Episcopifl Scirebumensibus, 
p. 248 ; edit. Franc.) 

^JEquore.] A. S. D, E. L. M, ; 
planitie, C. 

< Occidit] A. D, E. L.; ce- 
cidit, S. C. 

* Aldelmo,] A, S, D. E. L, ; 
after * Aldelmo,' S, C. read * erat 
enim ei ex antiquis progenitori- 
bus consanguineus/ 

' Invenit eiuem, qui hodiequeJ] 
It appears by the Patent Roll, 
0th of John, that the king had 
among his regalia two swords, 
viz. ensis TrUtami et aliua en$is : 
it is not improbable that the 



'sword which was preserved in 
the king's treasury when Malmes- 
bury wrote, may have been the 
alius ensis referred to in the let- 
ters patent above cited. 

7 Jam.] C. P. £. L. ; dies. A, 
S, 

" Cecidit ibi rex Scottomm 
Coustantinus.} The history attri- 
buted to Ingulph, besides the 
account of Constantine having 
fallen in the battle of Brunan- 
burgh, contains statements of 
some other events about this 
period, which, whether true or 
false, are to be found also in 
Malmesbury. This peculiarity 
might a£ford ground for the be- 
lief that Malmesbury had follow- 
ed Ingulph, or some older autho- 
rity common to both historians ; 
if the opinion be well founded 
that the history which beam 
the name of Ingulph is not ge^ 
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Scottorum Constantinas, perfidee animositatis et 
vivacis mnectse homo ; aliique reges quinque, 
'comites duodecim, omnisque *pene barbaronun 
congeries : pauci qui evaseraot, pro fide Christi 
suscipienda cooservati. 

§ 132. 'De hoc r^e noD invalida apud Anglos 
fama seritur, quod nemo *legaliu3 vel literatius 
rempablicam administraverit. Quanquam literal 
ilium scisse, pauci admodum^dies quod didicerim 
in quodam sane Tolumine vetusto, in quo scriptor 
cam difficultate materiie luctabatur, judicium 
animi sui non valeus pro Toto proferre. Cujus 
hie verba pro compendio subjicerem, nisi quia 
ultra opiniooem in laudibus principis vag:atnr, 
eo dicendi genere quod snffultum rex. facundiae 
Roraanee Tullius in rbetoricis appellat. Elo- 
qnium excosat consuetudo illius temporis, lau- 
dum nimietatem adomat 'favor Ethelstani ad- 
bnc viventis. 'Pauca igiturfamiliari stylo sub- 
oectam, quie videantur aliquod conferre emolu- 
mentum ad dignitatis ejus documeatum. 

§ 133. Rex Edwardus, post multa 'et in bello 



Dulne, being a compilatioo of no i ' Camita dacdeeim.'] Tbe ui- 
eulier date than Edward II, nalt mention onl; Gtc earb. 
then ii a Kingularit; io some til * Pnu.] S. C. D. E. ; omitted 
the statements and eipreuions, lin A. L. 

carried ctbu to the adoptkm of I * Dt Ine rtgt.i i.e. Ethelitami. 
manifeit eiron, which it Terj' • Legatiut.'] A. S.D.E.L.; 
remarkable. In the poem in- nlidiiu, C. 



A the Anglo-Saxi 
impoKil ■■ B memorial of ' 



*jDiei.] £. ; dies lanl. A, i 
C. D. L. 



I!^^^!L?*„'?.:f S^'*r:, ''i^^.^S.C.D.L.; omitt«. 
In E. ; pKTo 



tine ii relWl to hare been le/1 , 
< on the Geld of ilaugliter corered , 
with wounds;' bnt it ia there ' P""" tgttur famtUan ityU 
recorted, a« alio in Florence of »«*«rf«'-] Malmertrary leemi 
Worceiter, that both CoMtan- «» have denred thu account of 
(iM aod OUf escaped to their Aethelitin from some lonrce not 
■hip*. Tlie Chronicle of Melrose at present known. 
•taletlhatConstautinediedA.D.J ' Et i* Mb.] S. C. D. E.; 
Ml. { omitted in A, L. 
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et in toga nobiliter consummata, paucis ante 
obitum diebus^ ^ urbem Legionum, fiducia Briton- 
nm rebellantem, a contumacia compescuit : ibi- 
A.D. 924. que pra^sidio militum imposito, apud ^Ferendunam 
yillam, tactus valetudine, vitam praesentem 'exuit; 
et VintoniaB, ut prsedixi^ bumatus est. Tunc, 
jussu patris et testamento^ Ethels tanus in regem 
acclamatus est^ quern jam tricennalis aetas et 
saplentiae maturitas commendabant. Nam et 
avus Elfredus prosperum ei reg^um olim impre- 
catus fuerat, videns et gratiose complexus spec- 
tatae speciei puerum et gestuum elegantium ; 
'^quem etiam prasmature militem fecerat, donatum 
cblamyde coccinea^ gemmato baltheo^ ense Sax- 
onico cum vagina aurea. Post haec in curia 
filiac Etbeliledae et generi Etheredi educandum 
curaverat ; ubi multo studio amitae et praeclaris- 
simi ducis ad omen regni altus, gloria virtutum 
calcavit et pressit invidiam, post mortem patris 
et interitum fratris in regem apud Kingestune 
coronatus. Unde pro tantorum successuum 
gloria, et illius diei laetitia, (non injuria,) versi- 
ficus exclamat : 

' Regia progenies produxit nobile stemma 
Cum tenebris nostris illuxit splendida gemma, 
Magnus Adelstanus, patriae decus, orbita recti, 
lUustris probitas de vero nescia flecti. 
Ad patris edictum datus in documenta scho- 

larum, 
Extimuit rigidos ferula crepitante magistros ; 



' Urhem Legimum,'] Chester. 

• Ferendunam.'] A, C. ; Fer- 
dunam, D, £. L, M, 

' Exuit.} S. ; exivit, A, CD, 
E, L. M, 

^ Quern etiam pramalwre milt' 
tern fecerat,] Mr. Sharpe con- 



siders that this passage tends to 
prove the existence of knights 
as a distinct order among the 
Saxons ; though perhaps it may 
amount to nothing more than 
the bestowing his first arms 
upon him. 
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Et potans avidis doctrinse mella medullis^ 
Decurrit teneros^ sed non pueriliter, annos. 
Mox, adolescentis vestitus flore juventae, 
Armorum stadium tractabat, patre jubente. 
Sed nee in hoc segnem senserunt bellica jura : 
Id quoque posterius ^cognovit publiea cura. 
Functus erat fato pater omni ^praecluus sevo^ 
Perpetua fama victurus secula cuncta ; 
Tunc juvenis nomen regni clamatur in omen, 
Ut fausto patrias titulo moderetur habenas : 
Conveniunt proceres et componunt diadema, 
Pontifices pariter dant infidis anathema, 
Emicat in populis solito festivior ignis, 
Et produnt variis animi penetralia signis. 
Ardet quisque suum regi monstrare favorem ; 
Hie timet, hie sperat, pellit spes ampla ^pa- 

vorem, 
Fervet et exundat, regali regia luxu, 
Spumat ubique merum, fremit ingens aula 

tumultu, 
Discurrunt pueri, celerant injuncta ministri. 
Deliciis ventres camulantur, carmine mentes ; 
Hie strepit cithara, decertat plausibus iste. 
In commune sonat, *' Tibi laus, tibi ^gloria, 

Christe ! " 
Rex non invitus, oculis hunc haurit honorem. 
Omnibus indulgens, proprium ^dignanter amo- 



rem.' 



§ 134. Transacta consecrationis celebritate, 
Ethelstanus, ne spem civium faUeret, et inferius 
opinione se ageret,^ omnem omnino Angliam solo 



» Cognatit,'] C. D. E, K. ; cu- 
ravit, A. ; jumvit, S. L, 

« Pracluiu.'] S.D.E.L. ; pr«- 
dnnS) A. C, 

«Parorm.]J.D.£.L.;timo- aig^^rTs. 
rem, S. C. I 

p 2 



* Gloria,] A,S,C.E.; gratia, 
D. L. M, 

* DigwBoUer,] A, C. D, £. L. ; 
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A.D. M7. 



nominis terrore subjugavit, praeter solos North- 
anhimbros. Nam praeerat ilUs Sihctricus quidam, 
gente et animo barbarus, cognatus illius Gur- 
mundi Me quo in gestis Elfredi regis legitur, 
qui, cum antecessorum regum potentiam rugatis 
naribus derisisset, hujus affinitatem ultro sup- 
plicibus nunciis expetiit; ipse quoque, festino 
pede subsecutus, verba legatorum asseruit ; 
quare et sororis 'copula, et multiplicibus xeniis 
muneratus, perpetui foederis fundamenta jecit. 
Sed, ^ut praedictum recolo, post annum vita de- 
turbatus, occasionem Ethelstano exhibuit ut 
Northanhimbriam suae parti jungeret, quas sibi 
et antiquo jure et nova necessitudine com- 
peteret. ^Fugit tunc Analafus filius Sihctrici 
Hiberniam, et ^Godefridus frater ejus Scotiam ; 
subsecuti sunt e vestigio regales missi ad Con- 
stantinum regem Scottorum, et Eugenium re- 
gem Cumbrorum, transfugam cum denuncia- 
tione belli repetentes. Nee fuit animus bar- 
baris ut contra mutirent, quin potius sine re- 
tractione, ^ad locum qui Dacor vocatur venien- 
tes, se cum suis regnis Anglorum regi dedidere. 
In cujus pacti gratia filium Constantini baptizari 



^ De quo in gestis Elfredi re- 
gis Ugitur,'] Guthorm died A.D. 
891. See antea, § 121, p. 182. 

3 CojnUa.] C. P. E, L, ; after 
' copula,' A, reads < ut jam bis 



asserni. 



See 



Ut ftradictum recoto,"] 
antea, § 131, p. 206. 

* Fugit tunc Analqfus JUius 
Siketrici,] The flight of Anlaf, 
son of Sihtric, into Ireland, here 
mentioned, has led some to iden- 
tify him with Olaf of Ireland, 
who fought against Aethelst&n in 
038. The Saxon Chronicle states 
that in 044 King Eadmund ex- 
pelled from Northumberiand two 



kings, Anlaf son of Sihtric, and 
Raegenald son of Guthferth. 

» God^ridus frater ^us ScoH- 
am.l Guthferth was expelled from 
the kingdom of Northumbria A.D. 
927. 

' Ad locum qui Dacar tocatur 
.... regi dedidere,"] Florence of 
Worcester, under the year 934, 
(Sax. Chron. 933,) relates that 
AethelstiLn, because Constantino 
king of the Scots had broken his 
treaty with him, marched against 
Scotland, and Constantine gave 
his son as a hostage to the Eng- 
lish king. 
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jassnmy ipse de sacro fonte suscepit. Evasit 
tainen Godefridus^ inter apparatus itinerantium 
fuga cum quodam Turfrido, diversarum partium 
duce, lapsus ; moxque Eboracum obsidens^ oppi- 
danosque nunc precibus nunc minis ad defec- 
tionem solicitans, et neutrum pro voto expediens^ 
abscessit. Nee multo post^ in quodam castro 
ambo conclusi^ custodientium perspicaciam fugi- 
endo luserunt ; quorum Turfridus mature diem 
obiit in pelago naufragus, praeda piscibus expo- 
situs. GodefriduSy multis miseriis terra marique 
jactatuSy ad postremum supplex curiam venit: 
ibi pacifice a rege susceptus^ quatuorque diebus 
profusissime cum eo conyivatus^ naves suas re- 
petiit, pirata vetus^ et in aqua sicut piscis vivere 
assuetus. Ethelstanus interea castrum, quod 
olim Dani in Eboraco obfirmaverant, ad solum 
diruit, ne esset quo se tutari perfidia posset: 
prseda quae in castro reperta ftierat^ et ea quidem 
amplissima, magnifice et viritim divisa. Hoc 
enim vir ille animo imperaverat suo, ut nihil 
opum ad crumenas corraderet; sed omnia con- 
quisita, vel monasteriis^ vel fidelibus suis^ muni- 
ficus expenderet. In ^ hoc tbesauros patemos, in 
hoc victoriarum suarum titulos, tota vita evacu- 
abat. Deo famulantibus pronus et dulcis, laicis 
jocundus et comis, magnatibus pro contuita 
majestatis serins, minoribus pro condescensione 
'paupertatis, deposito regni supercilio, affabiliter 
sobrius. Statura, ut accepimus, quae justam non 
'excelleret, corpore deducto ; capillo, ^nt ipsi ex 
reliquiis vidimus, flavo, fills aureis pulchre in- 
torto. Civibus admiratione fortitudinis et hu- 



> Hoc,] A. C. D. E. L. ; hoc 
enim, S. 

< PauperUUU.] A. D. E. L. ; 
pietatis, S. C. 



' ExeeUeret.] A. S. C. E. L. ; 
excederet, D. M, 

* Ut ipn ex reliquiis vidimus.'] 
D,E,L, ; reliquiis ejus, S, 
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militatis percarus^ rebellibus invicta constantia 
fulmineuSy North-Walensium^ id est, Britonum 
Aquilonalium,regulos apud Herefordensem urbem 
coegit occurrere, et aliquandiu calcitrantes in 
deditionem transire; ita quod nullos ante eum 
rex vel cogitare praesumpserat, ipse in effectum 
formavit, ut ei nomine vectigalis annuatim vi- 
gintilibras auri, trecentas argenti, penderent,bo- 
ves viginti quinque millia annomerarent, prseter- 
ea 'quotlibet canes qui odorisequa nare spelaea 
et diverticula ferarum deprehenderent, volucres 
quae aliarum avium praedam per inane venari 
^nossent. Inde digressus, in Occidentales Bri- 
tones se convertit, qui Comewalenses vocantur ; 
qui> in occidente Britanniae siti, ^comu Galliae ex 
obliquo respiciunt. lUos quoque impigre ad- 
orsus, ab Excestra, quam ad id temporis aequo 
cum Anglis jure inhabitarant, cedere compulit; 
terminum provinciae suae citra Tambram fluvium 
constituens, sicut Aquilonalibus Britannis amnem 
Waiam limitem posuerat. ^ Urbem igitur illam, 
quam contaminatae gentis repurgio defaecaverat, 
turribus munivit, muro ex quadratis lapidibus 
cinxit. Et licet solum illud, jejunum et squali- 
dum, vix steriles avenas et plerumque folliculum 
inanem sine grano producat, tamen pro civitatis 
magnificentia, et incolarum opulentia, tum etiam 



' QwttlibetJ] E, ; quot liberet| 
A» Sm C. D, L, 

* NosMnt,'] A.C,E»L.; nos- 
cerent, S, ; tolent, D. M. 

' Comu CridluB ex obliqtto re- 
tpiciunt,} See p. 158, note ^. 

* Urbem igUur illam,} Aethel- 
Bt&n subdued Howell at, Exeter 
in the year 926. It is probable 
that Aethelst4n kept his Christ- 
mas there at that time, which he 
appears to have done when he 



made some of his laws at that 
place. * Hsec sunt judicia quas 
sapientes Exoniae consilio Athel- 
stani regis instituerunt, &c. Ego 
AthelstanuSy &c. Nunc inveni 
cum illis sapientibus qui apud 
Exoniam fuerunt mecum in 
sancto natali Domini/ &c. LI. 
Athelstaniy cap. 1. Compare 
the description of Exeter heie, 
with the passage in De Gest. 
Pontif. lib. III. 
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convenarum frequentia, omne ibi adeo abundat 
mercimonium, ut nihil frustra desideres quod 
humano usui conducibile existimes. Plurima 
ejus insignia^ tarn in urbe ilia quam in finitima 
regione, visuntur^ quae melius indigenaram ore 
quam nostro stylo ' pinguntur. 

§ 135. Propter ^haec tota Europa laudes ejus 
praedicabaty virtutem in coelum ferebat: felices 
se reges alienigenae non falso putabant si vel 
affinitate, vel muneribus^ ejus amicitias merca- 
rentur. 'Haroldus quidam^rex Noricorumyinisit ei 
navem, rostra aurea et velum purpureum haben- 
tem, densa testudine clipeorum inauratorum in- 
trinsecus circumgyratam. Missorum nomina 
fuere Helgrim et Osfrid, qui, regaliter in urbe 
Eboraca suscepti, ^sudorum peregrinationes prse- 
miis decentibus extersere. Henricus primus, 
^filius Conradi, (multi enim hujus nominis fuere,) 
rex Teutonicorum et imperator Romanomm, so- 
rorem ^ejus filio Othoni expostulavit, tot in circuitu 
reg^bus praetermissis, progeniei generositatem et 
animi magnitudinem in Ethelstano e longinquo 
conspicatus. Adeo enim haec duo in eo con- 
sentiens habitaculum effecerant, ut nullus esset 
vel genere clarior et illustrior, vel animo audacior 
et efficacior. Quare perpenso consilio, quod 
quatuor sorores haberet, in quibus praster aetatis 
discrimen nihil de formae gratia dissideret, duas 



* Pingimhar,] C. D. E. ; pin- 
gentur, A, S, L, 

• Hae.^ C. D. E, ; hoc, A. S. 
L. 

' Haroldus quidamy rex Nori- 
eomm.] Handd I, surnamed 
Hiufager,kmg of Norway. Com- 
pare the account of Harald's em- 
bassy to King Aethelst&n in 931. 
Snorre, Haralds Saga ens Harfa- 
gra, c. XLi. — XLiii. tom. i. pp. 



119—121. (Hi8t.^Reg. Norveg. 
oper4 Gerhardi Schoning, Hau- 
niae, 1T77.) 

* Sudorum peregrinationes,] E.; 
sndores peregprinationis, D. M, ; 
sndorem peregrinationis,il. S.C, 
L. 

* Filiua Conradi,'] See antea, 
p. 168, note '. 

* ^M.] C. D. E, L, ; ejuSy at 
ante dictum est, A, S, 
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postulanti Caesari misit, quas ille quomodo nup- 
tum locaverity 'jam sermo praeoccupavit. Tertiam 
legitima copula sortitus est comparem 'Lodowicus 
Aquitanorum princepSy de genere Karoli magni 
superstes. Quartam, in qua omne coagulum 
pulchritudiniSy quod ca^terae pro parte habent, 
naturaliter confluxerat, 'Hugo rex Francorum 
per nuncios a germano expetiit. Princeps hu- 
jusce legationis fuit Adulfus, filius Baldewini 
comitis Flandriae, ^ex filia regis Edwardi Ethel- 
switha. Is^ cum in conventu procerum apud 
Abbcmdunam proci postulata exposuisset, pro- 
tulit munera sane amplissima, et quae cujuslibet 
avarissimi cupiditatem incunctanter explerent: 
odores aromatum qualia nunquam antea in 
Anglia visa fuerant : honores gemmarum, pne- 
sertim smaragdorum, in quorum viriditate sol 
repercussus oculos astantium gratiosa luce ani- 
maret : equos cursores plurimosy cum phaleris, 
fulvum ('ut Maro ait) ' mandentes sub dentibus 
aurum :' yas quoddam ex onichinOy ita subtili 
caclatoris arte sculptum^ ut vere fiuctuare segetes, 
vere germinare vites, vere moveri hominum ima- 
gines yiderentur ; ita lucid um et politum ut vice 



' JaM$ermopr€toccMpamt.'] See 
antea, § 112, p. 168 ; and § 126, 
p. 197. 

^ Lodowicus Aquitanomm prtn- 
cepj.] Louis king of Aries, son of 
Boson, married Eadgiva, daugh- 
ter of £&dweard the Elder. 

• Hugo rex Francitntm.'] Per- 
haps we should read here * Hugo 
dux Francorum.' Hugh the 
Great, count of Paris, and son 
of Robert I. king of France, is 
so designated in the French chro- 
nicles. His marriage with Had- 



hild took place A.D. 986. (Bou- 
quet, VIII. 289.) 

« Ex filia regu Edwardi Ethd- 
twithaJ] Adulfus, or Adalolfus, 
count of Boulogne and Tenm- 
anne, and abbot of St. Bertin, 
was the son of Baldwin le 
Chauve, count of Flanders, and 
Aelfthryth,or Elstrude, daughter 
of King Aelfred. He died Ittfa 
November, A.D. 9SS, without 
children ; and was succeeded by 
his brother, Amoul the Great, 
count of Flanders. 

* Vt Maro ait.] £neid. vii. 
279. 
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speculi Yultus intuentium aemalaretur : ensem 
ConstaDtini magni, in quo Uteris aureis nomen 
antiqui possessoris legebatur ; in capulo quoque 
super crassas auri laminas clavum ferreum aflix- 
um cemereSy unum ex quatuor quos Judaica 
factio Dominici corporis aptarat supplicio : lan- 
ceam Karoli mag^^ quam imperator invictis- 
simuSy contra Saracenos exercitum ducens, si- 
quando in hostem yibrabat, nunquam nisi victor 
abibat; ferebatur eadem esse quae, 'Dominico 
lateri centurionis rncmu impacta, pretiosi yul- 
neris hiatu Paradisum miseris mortalibus ape- 
ruit: vexillum 'Mauricii beatissimi martyris^ et 
Thebseae legionis principis, quo idem rex in 
bello 'Hispano quamlibet infestos et confertos ini- 
micorum cuneos dirumpere, et in fugam solitus 
erat cogere: diadema ex auro quidem multo, 
sed magis gemmis pretiosum, quarum splendor 
ita in intuentes faculas luminis jaculabatur^ ut 
quanto quis certaret visum intend ere, tan to 
magis reverberatus cogeretur cedere : particulam 
sanctae et adorandae crucis crystallo inclusam, 
ubi soliditatem lapidis oculus penetrans potest 
discemere qualis sit ligni color, et quae quan- 
titas : portiunculam quoque coronae spineae, eo- 
dem modo inclusam, quam, ad derisionem reg- 
ni, militaris rabies sacrosancto imposuit capiti. 



1 Dammieo Utteri centwrumis 
manu impacta.'] ' The legend of 
St. LonginuB makes the centu- 
rion mentioned in the Gospel 
the person who pierced the side 
of our Lord ; with many other 
fabulous additions. See Jac. a 
Voragine, Legenda Sanctorum/ 
(Sharpe, 156.) 

' Mauricii beaiiMimi mariifris, 
et Thehaa Ugionii principit,] 
The story of the martyrdom of 



St. Maurice and the Theban Le- 
gion, in the third century, ap- 
pears to be apocryphal ; it was 
first published about the middle 
of the fifth century by Eucherius, 
bishop of Lyons. See a disser- 
tation on this subject in the Bi- 
blioth^que Raisonn^e,tom.xxxv. 
pp. 427^454. 

» HispoHo.] C. D. E. L. ; His- 
panico, A. S. 
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His tantis et tarn elaboratis donis magnificen- 
tissimus rex gavisus, non minoribiis pene re- 
spondit beneficiiSy quin 'et anhelantis animum 
nuptiis sororis refecit. 'Et cseteris quidem sue- 
cessores reges ^ditavit: partem yero crucis et 
coronse Malmesbirise delegavit, ^quomm susten- 
taculo adhuc credo vigere ^ locum, tot libertatis 
naufragia, tot calumniatorum injurias, passum ; 
nam et ibidem Elwinum et Etiielwinum filios 
patrui sui Ethelwerdi, quos *in bello contra Ana- 
lafum amiserat, humari honorifice jussit, sui 
quoque corporis requiem ibidem futuram de- 
nuncians. De quo bello tempus est ut illius 
versifici, de quo omnia hsec excerpsimus, sen- 
tentiam ponamus. 

' Transierat quinos et tres et quatuor annos 
Jure regens 'cives, subigens virtu te *tyrannos. 
Cum redit ilia lues Europse noxia labes. 
Jam cubat in terris fera barbaries aquilonis. 
Jam jacet in campo, pelago pirata relicto, 
lUicitas torvasque minas Analafus anhelans. 
Bacchant! furiae, Scottorum rege volente, 
Commodat assensum borealis terra serenum : 
Et jam grande tument, jam terrent aera verbis ; 
Cedunt indigense, cedit plaga tota superbis. 
Nam quia rex noster fidens alacrisque juventa. 
Emeritus pridem detriverat otia lenta, 
lUi continuis foedabant omnia prsedis, 
Urgentes miseros, injectis ignibus agros : 



> Et] A. S. C. D. L. ; omitted 
m£. 

' Et aeteris,'] There seems to 
be something here defective in 
the text. All the MSS. agree. 

^Ditavit,] D,E.M.; dotavit, 
A., S, C. L* 

* Quorum,'] S, D, E, L. ; qua- 
rumy A, C. 



' Lociffii.] D, E. M, ; locum 
ilium. A, S, C. L, 

* In bello contra Analqfum, ] 
The battle of Bninanburgfa, 
A.D. 9S8. 

7 CivesJ] Glossed in E, * rel 
Anglos.' 

' Tffrannos,'] Glossed in E, 
* vel Britannos.' 
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Marcuerant totis viridantia gramina campis^ 
^gra seges votum deriserat agricolanim ; 
Tanta fuit peditum, tarn barbara vis equitan- 

tum, 
Innumerabilium concorsos quadrapedantum. 
Excivit tandem famse querimonia regem 
Ne se cauterio tali pateretur inuri. 
Quod sua barbaricse cessissent arma securi. 
^ Non mora : yictrices ducentia signa cohortes, 
Explicat in ventum vexilla ferocia centum ; 
Cruda yirum virtus decies bis millia quina. 
Ad stadium belli comitantur praevia signa. 
^Temiit insignis yenientum 'fama latrones, 
^Hic strepitus movit prsedatorum legiones 
Uty posita prseda, proprias peterent regiones. 
At Yulgus reliquum, miseranda strage perem- 

tum, 
Infecit bibulas tetris nidoribus auras : 
Fugit AnalafuSy de tot modo millibus unus, 
^Depositum mortis, fortunse ^nobile munus. 
Post Ethelstanum rebus momenta daturus/ 

§ 136. Hie locus exigere yidetur ut ^interitum 
Elfredi, ^de quo superius fidem promissse nar- 
rationis obstrinxi, regis sermonibus exponam. 
Nam quia Malmesbiriam corpora cognatorum 
deferri, et ad caput sepulchri sancti Aldelmi 
tumulari, jusserat, ita locum ilium coluit in pos- 
terum ^ut nihil haberet sanctius. Multa ibi 



» Non,'] D, E.; nee, A, S. C. 

L. 

' Terruity tfc. Hie itrepihUy ^c] 
D, E. ; the two liDes are trans- 
posed in A. S, L. ; C. omits the 
last line. 

» Fama,] A. S. C. !>.£.;* tur- 
ma,' interlined in L. 

* Deposihtm,] A. S, C. D. L. ; 
repositum, £. 



* Nobile.'] A. C. D, E. L, ; mo- 
bUe, S. 

^ Interitum.] A. C. D. £. L. ; 
initium, S, 

^ De quo superius . . . obstrinxi,'] 
See antea, § 131, p. 205. 

• Ut.] D. E. M. ; after « ut/ 
A,S.C, L» read ' nihil desidera- 
bilius.' 
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A«tbdstiB's 
charttr. 



largitus pra^a cartis quoque confirmavit, in 
quamm una post donationem subjecit, 

DE INTBRITU BLFREDI iEMUU BTHBLSTANI. 

§ 137. ' ' Sciant ' sapientes reg^onis nostras 
'nos has praefatas ^terras ^non injuste rapu- 
isse, rapinamque Deo dedisse ; sed sic eas ac- 
cepi quemadmodum judicaverant omnes opti- 
mates reg^ Anglorum, insuper et apostolicus 
papa Romanse ecclesise ^Johannes, Elfredo de- 
functo, qui nostrse felicitati et vitae aemnlus 
extitit, nequitias inimicorum nostrorum consen- 
tiens quando me voluerunt, patre meo defuncto, 
caecare in 'civitate Wintonia, si non me Deus 
sua pietate eripuisset. Sed, denudatis eorom 
machinamentiSy ^missus est ad Romanam eccle- 
siam^ ut ibi se coram apostolico Johanne jureju- 
raudo defenderet. Et hoc fecit coram sancti Petri 
altari ; sed, facto juramento, cecidit coram altari, 
et manibus famulorum suorum portatus est ad 
^Scholam Anglorum, et ibi tertia nocte vitam 
finivit. Et tunc apostolicus ad nos remisit, et 
quid de eo ageretur a nobis consuluit : an cum 
caeteris Christianis corpus illiii#poneretiir. His 
peractis et nobis renunciatis, optimates regionis 
nostras, cum propinquorum illius turma, eiBagita- 
bant omni humilitate ut corpus illius per nos- 



> Sckmt aapientesJ] AetheUtlLii's 
charter to the monaBtery of 
Malmesbury is to be found in the 
author's life of Aldhebn, bishop 
of Sherborne. (Angl. Sacr. pars 
11. p. 31.) 

' Sapientes.'] A,S.E,L.; pras- 
sentes, D, M, ; §^ntes, C. 

» N<M.] C. E, L. ; non, A, S. 
D.3I, 

* Temu.] A. S. D. E. L, M, ; 
omitted in C. 

* Non.] C,E,L. ; me, A,S.D,M, 



^Johannes,'] John XI. was oob- 
secrated 20th March, A.D. 9S1, 
and died in January, A.D. 9S6. 

^ Civitate.] D.E.L.M, ; urbe, 
A. S. C. 

* Missus,] C. D. E. M. ; re- 
missus, A. S, L. 

' Schotam AnglorumJ] The 
School of the Saxons residing at 
Rome was situate near the 
church of St. Peter. See antea, 
p. 152, note *, 



I • 



LIB. II.] GBSTA REGUM ANGLORUM. 221 

tram licentiam cum corporibus poneretur Chris- 
tianorum ; nosque, illonim efflagitationi consen- 
tientes^ Romam remisimus^ et consentiente papa 
positus est ad caeteros Christianos, quamvis in- 
dignus. Et sic judicata est mihi tota possessio 
ejus in magnis et modicis. Sed et haec apicibus 
literarum prsenotayimus, ne^ quamdiu Christia- 
nitas regnaty aboleatur. Unde mihi praefata pos- 
session quam Deo et sancto Petro dedi, donatur ; 
nee justius novi quam Deo et sancto Petro banc 
possessionem dare, qui semulum meum in con- 
spectu omnium cadere fecerunt, et mihi prosperi- 
tatem regni largiti sunt/ 

§ 138. In his verbis regis sapientiam, et pie- 
tatem ejus in Dei rebus, suspicere par est : 
sapientiam, quod animadverteret, juvenis prse- 
sertim, non esse Deo gratiosum de rapina holo- 
caustum ; pietatem, quod munus, ultione divina 
coUatum, Deo potissimum non ingratus repen- 
deret. Praeterea datur animadvertendum, quod 
tunc basilica sancti Petri primaria coenobio 
fuerit, quae nunc in secundis habetur ; ecclesia 
beatae Mariae, quam monachi modo frequentant, 
postea regis Edgari diebus sub abbate Elfrico 
'asdificata. Et hacc quidem fide integra de rege 

' JEdyicaia,'] A,S.D,E, L.M. ; I et in omnibus hujus temporis 



alter ^aedificata,* C. reads ' Ci\ju8 
autem opinionis fuerit apud Gal- 
los, turn in belli sudoribus turn 
in Christiano cultu, non panrum 
epistola quam subjicio facit in- 
dicium. *' Summe et individuae 
Trinitatis honore, omniumquo 
■anctorum pneceUentissima in- 
tercessione, glorioso et munifico 
regi Ethelstano, Samsonis snmmi 
pontificis ego Rohbodus praeposi- 
tos, istius seculi gloriam et aeter- 
ni beatitudinem. Benignitatis 
ac sublimitatis vestne, piiasime, 



regibus terrenis famosa laude 
prascellentissime, rex Adelstane, 
norerit optime pietas, manente 
adhuc stabilitate nostrsB regionis, 
quod pater Tester Eduuardus 
per literas se commendavit con- 
Bortio fratemitatis sancti Sam- 
sonis summi confessoris, ac Leu- 
enani archiepiscopi senioris ac 
consobriui mei, ac clericorum 
ejus. Unde usque hodie inde- 
fessas Regi Christo pro ejus ani- 
mas salute, et pro salute restra, 
iundimus preoes ; et die nootnqoe, 
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conscripsi : * sequentia magis cantilenis per suc- 
cessiones temponim detritis, quam libris ad * in- 
structiones 'posteriorum elucnbratis, didicerim. 
Quae ideo apposui, non ut earum veritatem de- 
fendam, sed ne lectonim scientiam defraudem: 
ac primum de nativitate referendum. 

DE ORTU ETHELSTANl, BT DB NBCB BDWINI 

PRATR18 EJUS. 

ortheorifin R 139. Enit in qnadam villa opilionis filia, 

ofAetbel- ^ . ^ j a_i« 

eleganti specie puella, quae, quod non contulis- 
sent natales, formae mercabatur gratia. Huic per 
visum monstratur prodigium, lunam de suo ven* 
tre splendere, et hoc lumine totam Angliam 



•tAn 



Tidentes magnam super nos mi- 
sericordiam Testram apparere, in 
psalmis, et missis, et orationibus 
nostris, quasi pervolutus ego et 
duodeclm canonici mei genubus 
nostris fuissemus, promittimus 
Deum clemcDtem orare pro vobis. 
£t modo reliquias, quas robis om- 
ni terrena superbia scimus esse 
carioreSy transmitto vobis ; id est, 
ossa saucti Senatoris, sancti Pa- 
temi, atque sancti Scubilionis 
ejusdem Patemi magistri, qui si- 
militer uno die eademque hora 
cum supradicto Paterno migravit 
ad Christum. Isti certissime duo 
sancti cum sancto Paterno laeva 
dextraque jacueruntin sepulchro; 
atque illorum solennitates nono 
kalendas Octobris, sicut et Pa- 
temi, celebrantur. Igitur, rex 
gloriose, sanctas exaltator eccle- 
siae, gentilitatis humiliator pra^ 
vas, regni tui speculum, totius 
bonitatis exemplum, dissipator 
hostium, pater clericomm, a^ju- 
tor egentium, amator omnium 
sanctorum, invocator angelorum, 
deprecamur atque humiliter in- 
vocamus, qui in exulatu et cap- 
tivitate nostris mentis et peccatis 



in Francia commoramur, nt non 
nostri obliriscatur vestrB felid- 
tatis largissimas magna miseri- 
cordia.'* Hsec epistola. Caetemm, 
rex reliqnias beati Patemi Mai- 
mesbiriae, reliquomm Mideltmie 
commendarit, quo loci mooas- 
terium a fuidamentis procnderaL 
Tunc enim, ut superius dixi, 
piratis Normannorum omnem 
Oram marini iitoris, simnl et ur- 
bes quae super Ligerim fte 
sunt, infestantibus, corpora saac- 
toram de Britannia Minori, et ea 
parte Galliae quae nunc Nor- 
mannia vocatur, translata, etad 
tutiora loca delaita, facile cnilibeC 
pro penuria biyulorum TeniUB 
patebimt, praesertim Ethelstano, 
regi opinatissimo et talium remm 
appetentissimo.' 

^ Sequentia magUcontiiauMper 
tuccesiionet temponun detrUU,'] 
Malmesbury firequenUy refers to 
historical ballads as the source 
of his information. 

* Iiutructume$.J A. C. D. £. 
L. ; institutiones, S, 

' Pogierwnan,] S.E.L» ; po0- 
teroram, A, C. D. M, 
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illustrari. Quod cum mane ad sodales detu- 
lisset ludoy ab illis non joculariter exceptum, 
confestim villicse auribus^ quae regis filios nu- 
trire solebat, insonuit. lUa, rem examinans, 
puellam intra lares suos receptam filise loco 
habuit; cultioribus vestimentis^ cibis delica- 
tioribus^ gestibus facetioribus, virg^nculam in- 
formans. Non multo post^ filius regis Elfredi 
Edwardus, itineris casu per villam transiens^ ad 
domum divertit infantUium rudimentorum olim 
consciam ; neque enim integrum famse suae re- 
batur si 'nutricem 'salutare fastidiret : ubi^ visae 
virginis amore captus, noctem petiit. Ipsa uno 
complcxu gravida ta, cum peperisset filium Ethel - 
stanum, somnii fidem absolvit; nam cum ille, 
pueritia mortua, in adolescentiam evaderet, mag- 
nam spem regiae indolis dabat, praeclaris facino- 
ribus approbatus. Itaque rege Edwardo de- 
functOy filius ejus Elwardus, ex legitima conjuge 
creatus^ patrem cita morte secutus. Tunc om- 
nium spebus in Ethelstanum erectis^ solus ^EI- 
freduSy magnae insolentiae homo^ cum suis clam 
^restitit quoad potuit, dedignatus subdi do- 
mino quem suo non delegisset arbitrio. Quo, 
ut superius rex retulit, prodito et 'exanimato^ 
fuere qui fratrem regis Edwinum insidiarum in- 
simularent : scelus horrendum et foedum, quod 
sedulitatem fratemam sinistra interpretatione 
turbarent. Edwinus per se et per internuncios 
fidem germani implorans^ et licet sacramento 
delationem infirmans, in exilium actus est. Tan- 



» iVn/rtcem.] C. D. E. L. ; nu- 
tricem suam, A. S, 

' Salutare.] A. S. D, £. M. ; 
risitare, C. 

' E^redusJ] See antea, §§ 186, 
1S7. 



*R£$titU.] A. S. C, D. L,; 
restituit, £. 

^ Exanimato,] A, S. E, L,; 
examinato, C. D. M, 



f 
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DeAttaoT 
EadwiB, 
A.D. 9SS. 



turn quonindam mussitatio apud animum in 
multas curas distentum yaluit, ut ephoebum 
etiam externis miserandum, oblitns consanguineas 
necessitudinis, expelleret ; inandito sane cmdeli- 
tatis modOy ut solus cum armigero navem con- 
scendere juberetur^ ^remige et remigio vacuaniy 
prseterea yetustate'quassam. Diu laboravit for- 
tuna ut insontem terras restitueret. Sed cum 
tandem in medio mari furorem yentorum vela 
non sustinerenty ille, 'ut adolescens delicatus et 
vitae in talibus pertaesus, ^voluntario in aquas 
praecipitio mortem conscivit. Armiger, saniori 
consilio passus animam producere, modo adver- 
sus fiuctus eludendOy modo pedibus subremi- 
gando, domini corpus ad terram detulit angnsto 
scilicet a Dorobemia in Witsant mari. Ethel- 
stanuSy postquam ira deferbuit^ animo sedato 
factum exhorruity septennique poenitentia ac- 
cepta, in delatorem fratris animose ultus est. 
Erat ille pincerna regis, et per hoc ad persua- 
deuda quae excogitasset accommodus. Itaque 
cum forte die solenni vinum propinaret, in medio 
triclinio uno pede lapsus, altero se recoUegit; 
tunc, occasione accepta, fatale sibi verbum emisit, 
*Sic frater fratrem adjuvat.' Quo rex audito 
perfidum obtruncari praecepit, ssepius auxilium 
germani, si viveret, increpitans, et mortem inge- 
miscens. 

§ 140. HsBC de fratris nece, etsi yerisimilia 
'yidentur, eo minus corroboro quod mirabilem 
suae pietatis diligentiam in reliquos fratres in- 



' RenUge.'] C. £. L, ; sine re- 
mige, A, S. D. 

' QiuMMm.] C. D. E. L. ; qiias- 
satam, A. S, 

• Ut.'] C. D. E. M. ; omitted 
in A. 8. L. 



* VolmUario in aquas pn tc ijritw 
mortem cotucurit.] Eadwin was 
drowned at sea A.D. 9SS; Si- 
meon of Durham adds, by the 
command of AethelstlLn. 

» Videntur.] C. D. E. ; vide- 
antur, A. S. L. 
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tenderet ; quos, cnm pater puerulos admodum 
reliquissety ille parvos magna dulcedine fovit^ et 
adultos regni consortes * fecit. De^sororibus su- 
perius lectum est quanta 'eas majestate provex- 
erit^ quas pater et innnptas et indotatas reli- 
querat. ^ Vitas termino expleto, et quidem im- Death of 
maturOy Ethelstanus Gloecestrae diem clansit. a.V 941 °' 
Exuviae triumphales Malmesbiriam delatae, et 
sub altari tumulatae. Portata ante corpus multa 
in argento et auro donaria, simul et sanctorum 
reliquiae de transmarina Britannia emptae. In 
^talibus enim thesauros patris^ quos ille diu coa- 
cervatos et intactos reliquerat, consumpsit ; som- 
niOy ut ^fertur, admonitus. Vir, qui parum aetati 
vixerit^ multum. gloriae. 



DB RBGB BDMUNDO PRIMO. 

Q141. Anno Dominican incamationis ^nongen-Eidmund, 

.AD Ml 

tesimo quadragesimo Edmundus frater Ethelstani, 
adolescens octodecim circiter annorum^ tenuitreg- 
num annis sex et semis. Hujus tempore Nor- 
thanhimbri, rediviva meditantes praelia, pactum 
quod cum Ethelstano pepigerant corrupere, et 
^Analafum, ab Hibemia revocatum, statuere re- ad. mi. 



» Fecit.'] A, S, E. G. L. ; fa- 
ciens, C. K, ; after ' fecit,' C. D. 
K, M, read * nunquam eorum in- 
tuitu dare operam matrimonio 
curavit.' 

• Sororibus.'] C. D. E, M,; 
sororibus suis, A,S» G. L. 

' Eos,] C. D, £. M. ; omitted 
in Am S» G, Li, 

* Vita termino expkto .... 
Ethelstanus Gloecestra diem clau- 
sit,"] Aethelst&n died at Glou- 
cester on Wednesday, 27th of Oc- 
tober, A.D. 941. 

' Talibus enim thesawros patris 
. . . consumpsit J] See not^ ', p. 
321. 



• Fertur.] E. ; fenint. A, S. C. 
D.L. 

7 Nongentesimo quadragesimoj] 
In this date Malmesbury follows 
the Saxon Chronicle ; but it 
seems more probable that £4d- 
mund the Elder succeeded in 
941 ; but there is a charter of 
E4dmund dated A.D. 940, in- 
dict. XIII. (MSS.Cott Aug. II. 62.) 

'AnaJUtfum . . . statuere regem.] 
In the year 941 the Northum- 
brians broke the treaty they had 
made with Aethelst&n, and re- 
called Anlaf from Ireland, whom 
they chose for their king. (Sax. 
Chron. and Flor. Wigom.) 

Q 
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A.D. 942. 



A.D.944. 



A.D. 945. 



gem. At vero Edmnndus, qui existimaret in- 
jurium si non fratemae victoriae reliquias per- 
sequeretur, copias contra desertores ductitavit. 
Quibus mox loco cedentibus^ 'omnes civitates 
citra Humbram fluvium suae potential redegit. 
Analafus cum quodam regulo ^Reinaldo, filio 11- 
llus Gurmundi de quo In gestis Elfredi teti- 
gimuSy animum regis tentans, deditlonem 'sui 
obtulit, ^Christianitatem obsidem fidei suae pro- 
fessus. Sed non diu barbaricus animus in sen- 
tentia mansit, quin et sacramentum laederet, et 
dominum irritaret; quapropter ^anno sequentl 
pulsus, perpetuo exilio poenas luit. Proyincla 
quae vocatur Cumberland, 'regi Scottorum Mal- 
colmo, sub fidelitate jurisjurandl commendata. 

§ 142. 'Inter ®ea beneficia quae diversis eccle- 
siis contulity miro affectu Glastoniensem eccle- 
siam magnis praediis et honoribus sublimayit, et 
privilegium ^in haec verba concessit : 



* Omnes civitates ... $tuB potentue 
rede^tJ] In the year 042 Ekd- 
mund recovered from the Danes 
the five burghs, Leicester, Lin- 
coin, Nottingham, Stamford, and 
Derby, and reduced all Mercia 
to his dominion. 

' ReinaldOyfilw iUius Gurnumdi 
. . . tetigimus,] Raegenald was 
the son of Guthferth, whom 
Aethelst&n expelled from Nor- 
thumberland in 927. See antea, 
§ 131, p. 206, note ^ 

' iSki.] C. D. E, L. ; omitted 
in A, S. 

* ChrtMHanitatem . . . prqfessus,^ 
Anlaf first, and Raegenald soon 
after, in the year 943, received 
baptism at the hands of King 
E^dmund. 

' Armo 9equenti pulsus.'] In the 
year 944, King Elidmund ex- 
pelled from Northumberland the 



two kings, Anlaf the son of Siht- 
ric, and Raegenald the son of 
Guthferth. See antea, § 134, p. 
212, note \ 

* Regi Scottorum Malcolmo . . • 
commendata,^ A.D. 945. The 
Saxon Chronicle states that King 
Eidmund granted Cumberland 
to Malcolm, king of the Scots, 
on condition that he should be 
his fellow worker (hif mibp j jihra) 
as well by sea as by land ; Flo- 
rence of Worcester, 'ut terra 
marique sibi fidelis existereU' 

7 Inter,"] The two following sec- 
tions, 142 and 143, occur in S,C 2. 
(13 B. XIX.) D, E. F. K. M, ; but 
are omitted in j|. C 1. (Harl. 
447.) H. G. L. 

" £a.] S. D. E. ; castera, F. 

' In hac verba concessit,] Mal- 
mesb. De Antiquitate Glaston. 
Ecclesise. (Gale, in. 318.) 
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§ 143. ^ In nomine Domini nostri Jesu Chris- Eadmund** 
tiy egfo Edmnndus rex Anglonim, caeterarumque ciLtonbi^y. 
gentium ' in circuitu persistentium gubernator et 
rector^ cum consilio et consensu optimatum me- 
orum^ pro aetemae retributionis spe et relaxa- 
tione peccaminum meorum, concedo ^ecclesiae Dei 
genitricis Mariae Glastoniae, et venerabili viro 
DunstanOy 'quem ibidem abbatem constitui, li- 
bertatem et potestatem, jura, consuetudines, et 
omnes forisfacturas omnium terrarum suarum, 
id est, burhgerihta, et hundred setena, athas^ et 
ordelaSy et infangenetheofas, hamsocne, et friS- 
brice, et forestall et tol et team, in omni regno meo ; 
et sint terras suae sibi liberae et solutae ab omni 
calumpnia, sicuti mead mihi habentur. Sed prae- 
cipue ipsa villa Glastoniad, in qua celeberrima 
vetusta ecclesia sanctae Dei genitricis sita est, 
prse cseteris sit liberior cum terminis suis. Ab- 
bati ejusdem tantummodo ^potestas sit, tam in 
notis causis quam in ignotis, in modicis et in 
magnisy et in his etiam quae sunt super et subtus 
terram, in aridis et in rivis, in sylvis et in planis, 
et eandem auctoritatem puniendi et dimittendi 
delinquentium ^in ea commissa habeatquam mea 
curia, quemadmodum mei antecessores concesse- 
runt et statuendo confirmaverunt ; videlicet ^£d- 
wardus pater mens, et 'Elfredus pater ejus, et 
ChentwineSy Ines, et Chut}>reduSy et alii quam- 



' In circuitu persistentium,^ D, 
E, M, ; omitted in iSf. C 2. 

• Ecclesia,] D, £. M, ; eccle- 
siae sanctae, S, C 2. 

' Quern ibidem abbatem consti- 
fvt.] St. Dunstan was appointed 
abbot of Glastonbury A.D. 942 
(iOor. Wigorn.) ; A.D. 943 (Sax. 
Chron.) Compare Dridferth, De 



Vita Sancti Dunstani, Act. SS. 
19« Maii. 

* Potestas sit,] S, D, E, M, ; 
omitted in C 2. 

» In ea.] 8, C 2. D. M, ; omit- 
ted in E, 

« Edwardus, ] S. D. E, M, ; 
omitted in C 2. 

' Elfredus,] S, D, E, 31,; 
Ethelfiredus, C 2. 

Q 2 
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plures qui locum ilium honorantes gloriosum 
habuenint. Et ne quisquam mortalium, seu epi- 
Scopus, vel dux, aut princeps, aut quislibet mi- 
nistrorum eonmiy audeat eam omnino intrare 
causa placitandi, vel rapiendi, vel quippiam fa- 
ciendi quod contrarium fore possit inibi Deo ser- 
vientibuSy Dei interdictione probibeo. Quisquis 
igitur benevola mente meam donationem amplifi- 
care sategerit, in hoc praesenti seculo Tita illius 
prospera, feliciter, longitumse Mtae gaudia te- 
neat. Si quis autem propria temeritate violenter 
inyadere praesumpserit, sciat se proculdubio ante 
tribunal districti judicis titubantem tremebun- 
dumque rationem redditurum, nisi prius digna 
satisfactione emendare maluerit/ Acta est hsec 
praefata donatio anno ab incamatione Domini 
nostri Jesu Christi nongentesimo quadragesimo 
quarto, 'indictione secunda ; scriptaque est Uteris 
aureis in libro evangeliorum quem eidem ecclesiae 
obtulit eleganti satis opere compositum. 

§ 144. 'Verum tantos et tam felices successus 

timk of Eid- ^ 

mvad, A.D. miscraudus decoloravit exitus : siquidem latrun- 
cuius quidam/ Leof, quem propter latrocinia eli- 
minayerat, post sexennium regressus, in solen- 
nitate sancti ^Augustini Cantuarise ^archiepiscopi 
inopinus apud ' Pukelechirche inter convivas re- 
g^os assedit, quo scilicet die Angli festive obso- 
niari solebant pro praedicatoris sui memoria ; et 



1 ViUe.] D, E. M, ; omitted 
inS. C2. 

' Indictume Manilla.] C 8. D. 
F. M. ; omitted in £. ; indictione 
prima^ S, 

' Verum . . . accept^.] A. S, 
C 2. D. £. L. M. ; omitted in C 1. 
but inserted apparently in the 
same hand with the rest of the 
MS. 

* Leof,] S. C. D, E. M, ; Leva, 
A.L. 



* AugUMthu,] A. C. D. E. L. 
M. ; Augnstini Anglomm apo- 
stoli, S. 

* ArchiepUeopi,'] A. CD. £. 
L. M. ; primi archiepiscopi, S, 

7 Pmkelechireke.] E. ; Pugrea- 
ceme, D, ; Puchelecerce, C. ; 
Pulchreseceme, A. ; Pukele- 
ceme, L. — Pucklechorch, in 
Gloucestershire. 
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forte juxta ducem recumbebat quern rex ipse 
partibus de coena dignatus fuerat. Id ab eo 
solo animadversum^ caeteris in vina spumantibus ; 
itaque bill concitata^ et, ut eum fata agebant^ e 
mensa prosiliens, prsedoni in capillos involat, et 
ad terram elidit : ille latenter sicam de vagina 
eductam in pectus regis superjacentis quanto 
potest conatu infig^t ; ' quo yulnere exanimatus, 
fabulse januam in omnem Angliam de interitu 
suo patefecit. Latro quoque, mox concurren- 
tibus satellitibus membratim dissectus, prius 
nonnullos sauciavit. Praeviderat tarn infamem 
finem beatus Dunstanus tunc Glastoniensis ab- 
bas^ dsemonis ante se saltantis gesticulationibus 
et plausibus edoctus scurrilibus ; quocirca equo 
concito curiam properans, in medio itinere gestae 
rei nuncium'accepit. 'Communi ergo decretum 
consiliOy et funus Glastoniam delatum, ibique in 
aquilonali parte turris magnifice humatum. Id 
eum voluisse pro familiari abbatis amicitia per 
nonnulla claruerat indicia ; data in inferias villa 
in qua occubuerat, ut quae semel conscia fuerat 
homicidii, semper in posterum pro anima ejus 
esset adjutrix beneficii. 

§ 145. Hujus anno quarto, id est, anno Do- ^cojo^ j 
minicae incarnationis ^nongentesimo quadrage- Nomundy. 



* Quo vuinere exanimatu8,'\ 
£4dmund was. stabbed by Leola 
on the feast of St. Augustine, 
Tuesday, S6th of May, indict. 
IV. A.D. 946 (Flor. Wigorn. ; 
Chron. Frodoardi; some copies 
of the Saxon Chronicle) ; but, ac- 
cording to other authorities, on 
Friday the 26th of May, AJ). 
948 (the Laud or Peterboro' 
copy of the Saxon Chronicle; 
Sim. Dunelm. ; Chron. Ethel- 
werd. ; Vita S. Cuthbert. ; MS. 
Cott Nero, A. 2.) There is a 
charter of his successor. King 



Eadred, dated AJ). 947, indict v. 
(MSS. Cott. Aug. II. 83.) 

« Accepit,'] S. C. D. E. F. K. 
M, ; after ' accepit,' A,G,H. L, 
read ' corpusque suscipiensGlns- 
toniae sepelivit.' 

' Ccmmwui . . . betieficii,'] S.C» 
D, E, F. K, M, \ omitted in A. 
G» Ht Jj» 

* Nongentetimo quadragesimo 
quarto.'] The best authorities place 
the assassination of William 
duke of Normandy on 17th of 
December, A.D. 94S. 
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simo quarto, Willelmus filins RoUonis, dux Nor- 
mannorum, Molo in Francia occisus est: quod 
non immerito factum majores tradunt. Riul- 
fus siquidem, unus procerum 'NormannicaB gen- 
tis, in simultatem, nescio qua de causa, veniens 
cum Willelmo, multis ilium assultibus afflixit. 
Militabat filius ejus Anschetillus comiti, qui, ut 
domino placeret, ausus est temerare naturam, ut 
patrem ^duello caperet et in potestatem comitis 
traderet; maximo tamen sacramento credulus, 
ne quicquam injurise prater yincula pateretur. 
Sed sicut semper nequitia causas malorum com- 
miniscitur, post non multum tempus afficta oc- 
casione comes Anschetillum in Papiam dirigit, 
epistolam de sua ipsius nece ad ducem Italian 
portantem. Ille permenso itinere, urbem intro- 
iens, magnifice susceptus est. Porrectis Uteris 
dux fraudem miratus diriguit, quod insignis 
festivitatis miles juberetur interfici: sed quia 
tantae famae comiti resultare non esset consilium, 
Anschetillum jam civitatem egressum excepit 
insidiis mille, ut fertur, equitum ; ubi ille cum 
sociis, quos lectissimos ex omni Normannia ad- 
duxerat, diu violentiae restitit, sed tandem, mor- 
tem suam multis caesis compensans, non ignave 
occubuit. Solus ex utraque parte Balzo Nor- 
mannus superstes, vir exigui corporis sed im- 
manis fortitudinis : quamvis quidam per ironiam 
dicant eum Curtum vocatum, solus inquam civi- 
tatem obsedit, solus cives gladio suo, quoad vi- 
sum est, exterruit. Hoc incredibile non judi- 



' Doh in Francia ocdnu esf] 
Compare William of Jumi^ges, 
lib. III. cap. 10, II, 12; Chron. 
Sithiens. a Juhann. Iperio, c. 
23 ; and Chron. Sancti Martini 
Turonensis (ex Bibliotheca Thu- 



ana ; ed. Fr. Chesn. torn. iii. p. 
S58.) 

' Normannica gentit,'\ C, D, 
E, ; Normanniae, A, S, L. 

3 DueUo,] S, E. L, ; dueUlo, 
A, C. D. 
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cabit qui cogitabit quantum conetur hominis 
audacis desperatio, et quam parum valeant illi 
provinciales in prselio. Inde repatiians, que- 
relam apud regem Francorum de domini sui 
perfidia deposuit, nam et Riulfom fama fe- 
rebat in vinculis caecatum. Quare ad judi- 
cium evocatus Parisiis, et ab obvio sibi Balzone 
sub 'specie coUoquii obtruncatus, in medio, ut 
aiunty ^Sequanse, perfidiee suae, et irae illius, satis* 
fecit. Interitus ejus diutinam inter Francos et 
Normannos discordiam peperit, donee per indus- 
triam Ricardi filii ipsius finem accepit virtute 
sua dignium. ^Porro yeraciores literal dicunt, 
ilium, contractis inimicitiis cum Emulfo comite 
FlandridB, unum ex castellis ejus pervasisse; a 
quo simulata voluntate foederis ad colloquium 
evocatum, consertoque sermone in navi per Bal- 
zonem obtruncatum : clavem ad ejus cing^um 
inventam, seraeque familiaris scrinii compositam, 
monachilium indumentorum ^intus involutorum 
^indicium fecisse quod semper inter bella medi- 
taretur ^monachus fore apud Gimegfium, quem 
locum, a tempore Hasteng desertum, ipse fructi- 
cosis sentibus eruderaverat, et ad hunc statum 
qui modo est principali indulgentia erexerat. 



» Specie.^ S. C. D. E. Af.; 
spe. A, L, 

' Seqwma.'] The Seine is here 
written incorrectly for the Somme. 

' Porro veraciorea litene di- 
cvnf.] William of Jumi^g^s re- 
lates that Amoul count of Flan- 
ders, haying invaded the castle 
of Montreuil belonging to one 
Count Herluin, who thereupon 
sought the protection of William 
duke of Normandy, a conference 



was appointed between the duke 
and Axnoul at Picquigny on the 
Somme, when the count's cham- 
berlain, Balzo le Court, effected 
the duke's assassination. (Bou- 
quet, IX. 78.) 

* InttM.] A. S. C. D. L. M. 
omitted in E, 

^IndUium,] A. S. C. D. L. 
indititim, E. 

* Mmachus.] A, D. £. Af. 
modo, S, C, L, 
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Eadred. 
A.D. 946. 



D£ REGB EDREDO. 

§ 146. Anno Dominicas incarnationis 'nongen- 
tesimo quadragesimo sexto, Edredus, tertius ex 
filiis Edwardiy regnum suscipiens, rexit annis 
novem et dimidio. Ejus magnanimitas a patre 
etfratribus non degenerans, banc sommam dedit; 
Nortbanhimbros et Scottos facile ad sacramen- 
tum suae fidelitatis adactos, et mox foedifragos, 
quodam ^Iricio rege super se statuto, pene ex 
bominibus delevit, tota provincia fame ferroque 
foedata. Arcbiepiscopum Eboraci Wulstanum, 
qui compatriotis in transfugio connivere dicere- 
tur, diu in vinculis tentum, postea, clericalis re- 
verentidB respectu, venia donatum laxavit. Ipse 
interea sanctorum pedibus acclinis Deo, et Dun- 
stano vitam suam devoverat; cujus monitis 'tor- 
tiones crebras corporis patienter ferre, orationes 
continuare, prorsus palatium suum gymnasium 



' Nongentesimo qModragesimo 
texto,'] AccordiDg to Florence of 
Worcester, Eadred was conse- 
crated at Kingston, by Odo 
archbishop of Canterbury, on 
Sunday, 16th August, A.D. 946. 
By some authorities his acces- 
sion is placed in the year 948. 
See note *, p. 229. 

' Iricio rege super se statuto.'] 
Snorre relates that Erik Blodoxe, 
son of Harald king of Norway, 
received Northumbria from King 
Aethelst&n. (Saga Hakonar Go- 
da, c. III. p. 127.) There is no 
certainty as to the date of Erik's 
accession, or of his death. The ' 
northern historians place his ' 
expulsion from the throne of, 
Norway in the year 938, his ac- 
ceptance of the kingdom of Nor- 
thumbria in 939, and his death 
in 952. Compare Sax. Chron. 



A.D. 948—964. From this pe- 
riod Northumbria was governed 
by earls, a catalogue of whom 
may be found in HoTeden. 

' Tartiones erebnu corporis.'] 
Bridferth, in his Life of St. Dun* 
Stan, describes Eadred as having 
suffered from illness during his 
whole reign ; and that at meals, 
after swallowing only the juices 
of the meat, he was obliged to 
spit out the food he had masti- 
cated, to the great discomfort of 
his guests. (Acta SS. 19^ Mail.) 
This account probably gave rise 
to Wallingfonl's absurd story, 
related in his chronicle, that 
King Eadred, having lost his 
teeth by reason of old age, could 
not chew his meat; and, the 
broths they made for him not 
being sufficient to keep him alive, 
he died of hunger. 
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virtutum facere. 'Decessit mag^no luctu homi- hu death, 
nuniy sed gaudio angelorum prosecntu^; siqui- 
dem DunstanuSy nuncio aegrotantis audito^ Cfna. 
illuc sonipedem calcaribus urgeret^ vocem de- 
super tonantem audierit, ' Modo rex Edredus 
obdormivit in Domino.' RequiescitWintoniae in 
episcopatu. 

DE REGE EDWIO. 

§ 147. Anno Dominicae incarnationis ^non- Eadwy. 
gentesimo quinquagesimo quinto^ Edwius, filius 
^Edmundi superioris regis, regno potitus, tenuit 
annis quatuor; petulans adolescens, et qui 
^speciositate corporis in libidinibus abutere- 
tur. Denique proxime cognatam invadens 
uxorem ejus forma deperibat, sapientium con- 
silia fastidiens. Ipso quippe die quo in re- 
gem ^sacratus, frequentissimo consessu proce- 
rum, dum de rebus seriis et regno necessariis 
inter eos ageretur, e medio, quasi ludibundus, 
prorupit in triclinium et ^in complexum ganeae 
devolutus. Fremere omnes facti verecundiam. 



* Deeeisii,'] Eadred died at 
Frome on the 23rd of November, 
— A.D. 955, according to Florence 
of Worcester; A.D. 955 — 956, 
Saxon Chronicle ; and A.D. 957, 
according to the computation in 
Aethelweard's chronicle. Tyrrel 
observes that ** this king did not, 
as many believe, die without is- 
sue ; and that his two sons, Elfrid 
and Berefrid, were witnesses to 
certain ancient charters cited by 
Speed." 

' Nongentesimo quinquagenmo 
quinto.] The accession of Eadwy, 
in some copies of the Saxon 
Chronicle, is referred to the year 
955, and in others to the year 
956. 



« EdmundQ C, D. E,L.; Ed- 
mundi fratris Ethelstani, A, S, 

^ Speeiositate,'] S, C. E. ; sub 
speciositate, A, D. L, M, 

^ Sacratus,'] E, ; sacratus fue- 
rat, A.S,C. D. L, 

' III complexum ganeiB devo- 
lutuM,'] This story is related in all 
the lives of St. Dunstan. Brid- 
ferth alone mentions the name of 
Aelfgyfa ; Edm^r and a MS. Life 
of St. Dunstan (Cott. MSS. Nero, 
E. I.) state that she was 'ex 
magna et alta progenie nata, 
filiam adultam secum habens;' 
but all agree that there were two 
women, mother and daughter. 
Malmesbury, in his Life of St. 
Dunstan, repeats the same ac- 
count. 
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856. 



et inter se mussitare ; solus Dunstanus, ^ jaxta 
nominis sui firmitatem, nihil regale supercilimn 
Veritas, lascivientem juvenculum violenter e 
cubiculo abstraxit, et ^per Odonem archiepisco- 
pum pellicem repudiare coactom, perpetuum sibi 
inimicum fecit. Mox etenim, miserrimis satel- 
litibos subnixuSy omnes in tota Anglia monastici 
ordinis homines, prius nudatos facultatom aox- 
ilio, post etiam deportatos exilio, calamitatibus 
Dunstan b»- indignis afiecit. Ipsom Dimstanom, monacho- 
rum primicerium, 'in Flandriam propellit. Ea 
tempestate facies monasteriorum foeda et mise- 
rabilis erat; ^namet Malmesbiriense coenobium, 
plusquam ducentis septuaginta annis a mona- 
chis inhabitatum, stabulum clericorum fecit. Sed 
tu, Domine Jesu, creator et recreator noster, bone 
artifex, multumque potens formare nostra de- 
formia per illos homines irregulares et yagos, 
thesaurum tuum tot annis abditum in lucem pro- 
palasti, beati Aldelmi corpus dico, quod ipsi de 
terra elevatum in scrinio locarunt. Accessit 
clericorum gloriee regalis liberalitas, ut daret 
sancto praedium, amplitudine et vicinitate ipsa 
peropportunum. Caeterum longe horret nostra 
memoria quam immanis fuerit in reliqua coeno- 
bia, et propter aetatis lubricum, et propter pellicis 



' Juxta nominU suifirmitaiem,'] 
A similar expression occurs in 
Osbeme, De Vita S. Dunstani : 
' Sed ille, juxta etymologiam no- 
minis sui, ut mons persistens im- 
mobilis.' In Anglo-Saxon dun 
signifies a kill, and stan a atone. 

' Per Odonem archiepitcopum 
pellicem repudiare coactum,'] The 
Saxon Chronicle states, that in 
the year 058, Odo, archbishop 
of Canterbury, separated King 
Eadwy and Aelfgyfa, because 
they were too nearly related. — 



Compare Flor. Wigom. AJ>. 
958. 

'/ft FlamdruiMpropeUit,'] Dun- 
stan was banished A.D. 056, and 
was honourably received by Ar- 
noul count of Flanders. Con- 
cerning the place of his banish- 
ment, see Adlardus Blandini- 
ensis, De Vita S. Dunstani. 

* Nam et MalmeslnrienMe • . . 
peropportunum,"] This paragraph 
occurs almost word for word in 
Malmes. De Vita Aldhelmi. 
(Angl. Sacr. pars ii. 32.) 
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consilium, quae tenerum jugiter obsidebat ani- 
mum. Sed ignoscat dolori meo animay jamdu- 
dum in requie collocata ' per Dunstani interven- 
tum : dolor, inquam, me cogit ilium adjudicare, 
quia privata utilitas publico damno non prse- 
judicat, imo commune dispendium privato com- 
modo prasponderat. Luit ille poenas ausus 
temerarii etiam hac in vita, ^maxima parte 
regni mutilatus. Qua injuria percussus 'vivendi DemUior 
finem fecit, Wintonia) in novo monasterio tumu- Aj^TSig. 
latus. 

DE REGE EDGARO. 

§ 148. Anno Dominicae incamationis nongen- Ead^ar. 

AD 949 

tesimo quinquagesimo nono, Edgarus, honor ac ' ' 
delicidB Anglorum, filius Edmundi, frater Edwii, 
juvenculus annorum sexdecim, regnum adipiscens, 
eodem annorum numero ferme tenuit. Res ejus 
multum splendide etiam nostro celebrantur tem- 
pore. Afiiilsit annis illius divinitatis amor pro- 
pitius, quem ipse mercabatur sedulo devotione 
animi et vivacitate consilii. Denique yulgatum 
est, quod, ^eo nascente, angelicam vocem Dun- 
stanus ^exceperit, * Pax Angliae quamdiu puer 
iste regnaverit, et Dunstanus noster Tixerit.' 
Respondit Veritas rerum coelesti oraculo : adeo 
illis yiventibus splendor ecclesiasticus eflSoruit, 
et tumultus bellicus emarcuit; nee uUus fere 
annus in Chronicis praeteritus est quo non mag- 



> Per Duiutani inierventum,'] 
The soul of the king, by the 
prayers of Donstan, is said to 
have been released from the de- 
rils who were canying it away. 
See Osbem. De Vita S. Don- 
stani, in Angl. Sacr. pars ii. 107. 

' Maxima parte refcni muti- 
iatus,'] The rebellion of the Mer- 



cians occurred A.D. 057, and 
Eladgar was chosen as their king. 

' Vivendi finem fecit, "] Eadwy 
died on the 1st of October, A.D. 
969. 

« Eo nascente,'] A.D. 943. 
Compare Bridferth's Life of St. 
Dunstan. 

' Exceperit,] D, E, M.\ ex- 
cepit, A, S,C, L, 
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nam et necessarium patriae aliquid fecerit, quo 
non monasteriom noYom fundaverit. NuUas 
insidias domesticorum, nullum exterminium ali- 
enorum, sensit. Regem Scottorum Kinadiumy 
Cumbrorum Malcolmum, ^ archipiratam Mascu- 
sium, omnesque reges Walensium, quorum no- 
mina fuere Dufnal, Gifertb, Hnual, Jacob, Jude- 
thil, ad curiam coactos, uno et perpetuo sacra- 
AD.978. men to sibi obligavit; adeo ut, apud ^civitatem 
Legionum sibi occurrentes, in pompam triumphi 
'per fluvium De illos deduceret. Una enim navi 
impositoSy ipse ad proram sedens remigare coge- 
bat ; per hoc ostentans reg^em magnificentiam, 
qui subjectam haberet tot reg^m potentiam. 
Denique fertur dixisse tunc demum posse suc- 
cessores suos gloriari se reges Anglorum esse, 
cum tanta honorum prserogativa fruerentur. 
Unde factum est, ut, fama ejus per ora omnium 
Yolitante, alienigenas, Saxones, Flandritae, ipsi 
etiam Dani, hue frequenter annavigarent, Edgaro 
familiares effecti : quorum adventus magnum pro- 
vincialibus detrimentum peperit, quod a Saxoni- 
bus animorum inconditam ferocitatem, a Flan- 
dritis corporum enervem moUitiem, a Danis po- 
tationem discerent ; homines antehac in talibus 
integri, et naturali simplicitate sua defensare, 
aliena non mirari. Inde meritojureque culpant 
eum literae ; nam caeteras infamias, quas post 
dicam, magis resperserunt cantilenas. 



' Archipiratam 3Ia8cusium. ] 
'Maccus plurimarum rex insu- 
larum.' (Flor. Wigorn.) 

' Civitatem Legwnum,'\ t. e, 
Chester. 

' Per fluvium De iUos deduce- 



ret.] S. C 2. £. L. ; per fla- 
yium Deiros deduceret. A, D,; 
per fluvium illos deduceret, C 1. 
— The celebration of Eadgar's 
triumph on the Dee occurred in 
the year 973. 
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DE SANCTO DUNSTANO. 

§ 149. Eo tempore micuerunt per Angliam Account of 
sanctorum virorum lumina, ut crederes e coelo 
arridere sidera. Quorum ssepe nominatus ' Dun- 
stanus, prius abbas Glastonias, post episcopus 
Wigomise, mox archiepiscopus Cantuariae, multse 
in scculo potentidBy magnae apud Deum gratiae^ 
illic Martham, isthic exhibebat Mariam. Ipse 
artium liberalium in tota insula post regem 
Elfredum excitator mirificus ; ipse ^regularium 
locorum reparator munificus ; 'in reges et delin- 
quentes duces insonare terribile, pauperes et 
mediocres juste sustentare. In tantum et in 
frivolis pacis sequax, ut quia compatriotae in 
tabernis convenientes, jamque temulenti pro 
modo bibendi contenderent, ^ipse clavos argen- 



> Dunstanus,^ The life of St 
Dunstan appears to have been a 
fayourite theme with the monk- 
ish writers. It has been written 
by Osbeme, a monk and pre- 
centor of Christchorch, 'Canter- 
bury ; by Bridferth, a monk of 
Ramsey ; by Adalaid, a monk of 
Blandigni (St. Peter's, in Ghent) ; 
by Edmer; by an anonymous 
writer, a contemporary of Brid-^ 
ferth; and by Malmesbury, in 
two books, which still exists only 
in MS. Dunstan was made abbot 
of Glastonbury in the year 942, 
bishop of Worcester in 957, and 
afterwards in the same year he 
was translated to London; he 
was appointed to the see of Can- 
terbury in 959, and in the fol- 
lowing year went to Rome to 
receive the pall from Pope John 
XII. (Flor. Wigom.) 

' Re^ularium,'] E. ; regalium, 
A, S, C. D. L, Af. 

* In reges et delinquentes duces 
imamare terribUi,] He imposed 



upon King Eadgar a seven years' 
penance, part of which was to 
abstain from wearing his crown 
during that period, for deflour- 
ing Wilfreda, a nun of Wilton ; 
and when he discovered King 
Eadwy with Aelfgyfa, he tore 
the king violently from his mis- 
tress, and, placing the crown 
upon his head, brought him be- 
fore Odo archbishop of Canter- 
bury. (Osbem. De Vita S. Dun- 
stani.) 

* Ipse elavo9 argenteos vel oii- 
reos juuerit vans affigi . . . co- 
geretJ] Hence the phrase 'to 
drink to the pin.' The custom 
of drinking to the pin is, how- 
ever, supposed to have been in- 
troduced into England by the 
Danes, who fixed a pin inside of 
the wassail bowl ; and to drink 
exactly to the pin was a feat 
only to be acquired by long prac- 
tice. Malmesbury elsewhere ob- 
serves, that it was King Eadgar 
who, to restrain excessive drink- 
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teos vel aureos jusserit vasis affigi, ut dnm 
metam suam quisque cog^osceret, non plus, 
subserviente verecundia, vel ipse appeteret, vel 
alium appetere cogeret. Plura, et non contem- 
nenda, de viro volentem dicere revocat Cantu- 
ariae cantor ' Osbemus, qui ejns vitam Romana 
elegantia composuit, nulli nostro tempore stylo 
secundos, niusica certe omnium sine controversia 
primus. Simul quoniam^ si gratia divina comi- 
tetur dispositnm, proposui post nomina regnm, 
omnium episcoporum Angliae cujuscunqne pro- 
vincise nomina saltim transcurrere, et ad scien- 
tiam nostrorum procudere, si quid dignum valu- 
ero de antiquitatis moneta exculpere. Venin- 
tamen quantum efficax fuerit, sanctitas etprobitas 
Account of discipulorum suorum indicio est. ^Adelwoldus 
Aeihdwoid. ex monacho Glastoniensi abbas Abbendoniensis, 
idemque post hsec episcopus Wintoniensis, tot 
et tanta monasteria fecit, quod vix modo vide- 
atur credibile ut talia fecerit episcopus urbis 
unius, qualia vix posset rex Anglise totius. Pal- 
lor, et prascipiti sententia pecco, si non palam sit 
quod dico. Quantula sunt coenobia Heliense, 
Burchense, Thomiense, quse ille a fundamentis 
suscitavit et sua industria perfecit ; quee cum 



ing, ordained that no man was 
to drink at one draught below 
the pin. Archbishop Boniface 
observeSy that drunkennesa was 
so common in his time, that even 
bishops, instead of preventing^ 
were themselves partakers in it 
This kind of drunkenness, how- 
ever, was forbidden to the clergy 
in the council of London, A J>. 
1102, which decreed that priests 
should not go to public drink- 
ings, <nec ad pinnas bibant.' See 
antea, p. 115, note ^ 

^ Oabemus, qui qus riUtm Ao- 



iwDia eUgamtia compottdt,^ Ot- 
heme's Life of St Dunstan is 
printed in the Anglia Sacra, pars 
secunda, p. 88, from a MS. in 
Lambeth Library ; another copy 
is in the British Museum (Cott 
Tiber. D. in. fol. 110), in which 
nearly the whole of die second 
book is wanting. See also Acta 
SS. (100 Mail.) 

' AdilwoUkuJ] Aethelwold was 
educated under St Dunstan, and 
was made bishop of Winchester 
A.D. 06S. He died 1st Aug. 
A.D. 084. 
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semper exactorum veUicet nequitia, sunt oihil- 
ominns habitatoribns snia sufficientia, 'Hujiis 
vitam Wulstanus, quidam cantor Wintooiensis, 
dUcipulns ejus scilicet et alumnus, composuit 
stylo mediocri. Fecitet aliud opus De Touorum 
Harmonia valde utile, emditi Angli indicium, 
homo vit£e bonae et eloquentiae castigates. Tunc g^"' 
quoque 'Oswaldus, 'Odonis archiepiscopi (qniooid. 
ante Dunstanum fiierat) nepos, ex monacho 
Floriacensi Wigormas episcopus, et Eboraci 
archiepiscopus, titulos non inferiores cteteris 
promemit: nam, *easdem terens orbitas, mona- 
chonim regrulam jure suo ampliavit, et 'mouas* 
terium Rfunesise in quodam palustri loco aedi- 
ficavit. Sedem episcopalem Wigomis, clericis 
non vi expulsis *sed sancta arte circnmventis, 



■ Ht0tu vilon Wuittmua,'] 
Wuiitan'sLUeofAetheliToldliu 
been priated by Mabillon (»ve. 
V. Act. Bened.) It relates all 
that is coalajned in Aellric'E Life 
of Aethelffotd, ajid often in the 
Bune words, but Adds some 
tilings which the earUer life has 
not 

' OamUm.] Oswald wa* made 
bUbop of Worcester A.D. 900, 
and translated to York A J>. 9T3. 
He died on the a9th of Febmar; 
A.D. e09. His life was written , 
bj Edmer, and i* printed in the i 
Ajiglia Sacra, pan secunda, p. 
191, from a MS. in C.C.C. CanL j 

' OdoxM.] Odo was translated 
from Winchester to the see of 
Canterbury A.D. DM : he died 
A.D. 95B. Compare AngUa 
Sacra, pan i. p. 101. 

* £awlm term ortitiu.] Some 
nuMt important reforms in the 
church were effected during the 
rei^n of Eadgar by Archbisbop* 



Dunstan and Oswald, and Ae- 
tbelwold bishop of Winchester. 

* SlamuUriitm Rameiiit in 
qModam paltutri loco adifieavil.l 
Ramsey abbey was built by Ail- 
wini, the aldennan duke of the 
East-Angles, at the instigation 
of Oswald, as appean by Edmer, 
De Vita S. Oswaldi : ■ Ceenobium 
Tero Ramesieose, ejus iDStinctu 
el operatione, a 
ficatum est.' 

* Sed nuuta 
TtpUmi mimathii rtgularibia. ] 
Upon the reformation of ecclesi- 
astical societies by King Eadgar, 
Oswald founded a new cathedral 
in the old churchyard, in which 
he placed a prior and monks: 
the secular canons of the old 
church, finding the people desert 
it, soon took the monastic habit. 
See Edmer, De Vita S. Oiwaldi, 
AngI, Sacr. pan ii. p.803. Com- 
pare Malmesb. De Gest. Pont, 
lib. III. 
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replevit monachis regularibus. 'Expulerat antea 
regali jussione Adelwoldus clericos de Wintonia, 
qui cum, ^data sibi optione ut aut regulariter 
yiverent aut loco cederent, magis yitam mollem 
elegissent, tunc tota insula incertis vagabantur 
sedibus. Ita his tribus viris agentibus, quasi 
triformi lumine Angliam serenante, densae viti- 
orum tenebras 'evanuere. ^Quo factum est, ut 
Edgarus Glastoniensem ecclesiam, quam semper 
prae omnibus dilexit, magnis possessionibus 
amplificaret; et in omnibus, quae ad ecclesiae 
decorem sive utilitatem pertinent, tarn interins 
quam exterius invigilaret. Privilegium sane, 
quod eidem ecclesiae contulit, huic nostras his- 
toriae, sicut in eorum antiqua scedula legi, non 
est absurdum inserere. 

EMAgMfu § 150. ' ^ In nomine Domini nostri Jesu Christi. 

Giastonimry Quamvis dccreta pontificum et verba sacerdo- 

abber. * 



^ Expvlerat , , .de WintoniaJ] 
The secular priests were expelled 
firom the old minster at Winches- 
ter in the year 96S, by command 
of King Eadgar. (Thom. Rud- 
borne, Historia Migor Winton. 
Angl. Sacr. pars i. p. 218.) 

* Data sibi optume.'] Glossed 
in L. ' a rege scilicet/ 

* Evanuere,] A, L. omit all the 
text from 'evanuere' to § 152, 
'Tunc ordo monasticus;' C 1. 
omits all to § 154, ' Interea non 
indecens/ 

* Quo factum est , . , inserereJ] 
S, C 2. D, E, F. K, M. 

* In nomine Domtiit.] See this 
charter of King Eadgar in 
Malmesb. De Antiquitate Glas- 
ton. Ecclesise. (Gale, iii. 320.) 
The date as it there occurs is 
A.D. 971, indict, xiv. 

Sections 150, 151 occur in D. 
E, F. M,; omitted in S. C 2. 
K, which read instead,' Gloriosae 



recordationis Edgarus, Anglorum 



rex, filius Aedmundi regis, cujos 
studium dirinis cultibus potissi- 
mum intigilabat, ad monaste- 
rium sanctae Dei genitricis Ma- 
rie in Glestingebiri fivquenter 
adveniens, et eundem locum cla- 
riori prse ceteris dignitate ex- 
tollere summo elaborans studio, 
plura admodumque magnifica 
privilegia contulit, communi epi- 
scoporum, abbatum, primorum- 
que provincie consilio. Quo- 
rum primum est ut nullus nisi 
ejusdem loci monachus ibidem 
fungatur abbatis nomine yel offi- 
cio ; nee alius nisi quem secun- 
dum tenorem regular concorditer 
elegerit parilis conventus assen- 
sio. Quod si alterius loci ab- 
batem vel monachum eidem loco 
prsefici necessitas ingruerit, non 
alium assumi censuit nisi quem 
congregatio ipsius monasterii se- 
cundum timorem Dei sibi prae- 
esse elegerit : tamen ne hoc fiat, 
observato omnimodis si ibidem 
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turn, velut fundamenta montiam, inconyulsis 
ligaminibas fixa sint, tamen plerumque tem- 
pestatibus et turbinibus secularium rerum religio 



Eandem qiuxiae litaam mox in 
8ui prsesentia fecit Becari per me- 
dium, ne eum cuiquam dare vel 
yendere posset quilibet abbatum 
sequentium, pnecipiens partem 
iliius servari in loca ad jam diets 
donationis perenne testimonium. 
Recogitans vero quam multa te- 
meritas humanas levitatis, qui- 
busque solet surrepere, verensque 
ne forte quis in posterum yel 
hsec priyilegia loco illi auferre, 
Tel monachos inde moliretur eji- 
cere, inclito domino Johanni 
papae, qui Octaviano in regi- 
minis honore successerat, direxit 
idem chirographum regis libera- 
litatis, orans ut et htec ipse ro- 
boraret scripto auctoritatis apo- 
stolicse. Qui, benigne directam 
clesiasticis quam secularibus ne- ! suscipiens legationem, concordi 



quispiam, vel extremus congpre- 
gationis, illi officio aptus reperiri 
potuerit. Monachis itaque elec- 
tionem sui abbatis perpetuo ma- 
nere censuit; sibi vero, suisque 
hsredibuSytribuendi fratri electo 
pastoralem baculum potestatem 
retinuit. Sanxit etiam, ut quo- 
tiens abbas loci vel monachi ali- 
quoB suorum sacris ordinibus in* 
signiri decemerent, a quocunque 
pnesulum canonice ordinatum, 
aut in iliius sede aut in eodem 
sanctas Marias Glestingensi mo- 
nasterio tarn monachos quam cle- 
rog, quos idoneos judicarent ad 
titulum sanctae Marias ordinari, 
&cerent Concessit etiam ut si- 
cut ipse in propria, ita totius in- 
sulae causas in omnibus tam ec- 



gotiis, absque uUius contradic- 
tione abbas aut conyentus corri- 
geret. Nee illi omnino insulam 
natiyitatis suas consciam, siye 
episcopus, siye dux, aut prin- 
oeps, aut cujuscunque ordinis 
alius, licitum foret intrare, causa 
qnippiam faciendi quod contra- 
rium inibi Deo seryientibus esse 
possit, sicut et pnedecessores sui 
sanxerunt, et priyilegiis confir- 
mayerunt ; videlicet Cenwines, 
Ines, Athellardus, Cuthredus, 
Elfredus, Edwardus, Ethelsta- 
nus, Aedmundus, omnino prohi- 
buit Ubi ergo generali assensu, 
ut dictum est, pontificum, abba- 
tum, optimatiunque suorum, haec 
pririlegia ipso loco conferre dis- 
posuit, lituum proprium ebore 
decentissime formatum, auroque 
decoratum, super altare sanctas 
Dei genitricis posuit; ipsiusque 
donatione eidem sanctae Dei ge- 
nitrici ac suis monachis eaper- 
petualiter possidenda attribuit. 



assensu Romani concilil sancita 
ab lis firmayit scribendo aposto- 
llcas auctoritatis praeceptionem ; 
terribiliter intorquens in yiola- 
tores, si qui forte emerserint, 
perpetui anathematis ultionem. 
Igitur domini prasdicti apostolici 
eidem loco directum testamentum 
venustae recordationis rex Ed- 
gams super aram beatissimas 
Dei genitricis Marias itidem ad 
perpetuate posuit monumentum : 
jubens diligenter asservari in 
posterum ad notitiam quorumque 
sequentium. Ea etiam utraque, 
ne videamur talia commentari, 
his gratum habuimus subindere 
adyersus eos qui non ut pastores 
per ostium intrare, sed ut fures 
et latrones in idem oyile sanctas 
Marias aliunde quaerunt irrum- 
pere. 

< <* Noverit cunctorum notitia 
fidelium quod ego Johannes, pii 
Gonditoris dementia sanctas Ro- 
manas sedis existens indignus 
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sanctse Dei ecclesiae maculis reproborum dissi- 
patur et rumpitur. Iccirco profuturom succe- 



papa, gloriosi ADglonim regii 
Edgari, nee non et sanctsB Doro- 
▼ernensis ecclesiae archipresulis 
DuDstaniy submisso pulsatus ro- 
gatu pro monasterio sanctae Ma- 
riae, videlicet Glastingebiri, quod 
ipsi acti amore supemi Regis in 
multis et magnis possessionibus 
ditaverant, monachorum inibi 
multiplicantes normam, prsecep- 
toque regali finnaverant, quod et 
ipse facere non differam. Quo> 
rum assentiensbenignae petitioni, 
in sinu Romanae ecclesiae et bea- 
torum apostolorum protectione 
eundem locum suscipio, et privi- 
legiis astruo et corroboro; quo 
fine tenus, in eo quo nunc poUet 
permaneat monachali ordine. 
Ipsique monachi de suis sibi 
adhibeant pastorem. Ordinatio 
vero tarn monachorum quam cle- 
ricorum in arbitrio abbatis et 
conventus sit. Decemimus etiam 
ut nulli onmino hominum eandem 
insulam placitandi causa, vel ali- 
quid aliud ibi perscrutandi aut 
corrigendiy intrare liceat. Si quis 
autem id molitus fuerit contraire, 
aut possessiones ejusdem eccle- 
sie auferre, retinere, minuere, 
yel temerariis vexationibus fati- 
gare, ex auctoritate Dei Patris, 
et Filii, et Spiritus Sancti, sanc- 
taeque Dei genitricis Mariae, ac 
sanctorum apostolorum Petri et 
Pauli, omniumque sanctorum, 
perpetuae sit addictus maledic- 
tioni, nisi resipuerit Omnibus 
▼ero eidem loco justa senranti- 
bus sit pax Domini nostri Jesu 
Christi, Amen. Nostraque sti- 
pulatio inconvulsa permaneat." 
Actum tempore Aelfuuardi ejus- 
dem monasterii abbatis. 

' Haec igitur praedictus rex 
Edgarus duodecimo anno regni 
sui sacro scripto Lundonis con- 



firmayit; eodemque anno, qui 
fuit nongentesimus sexagesimus 
quintus DominicsB incamationis, 
papa Johannes Romae in gene- 
rali synodo auctorisaTit; cunc- 
tosque potioris dignitatis, qui 
praefuerunt eidem concilio gene- 
rali, ea corroborare imperavit. 
Perpendant ergo oontemptores 
tantsB interminationis, quante 
subjaceant sententiae excommu- 
nicationis : et qnidem beato Pe- 
tro apostolo principi apostolo- 
rum, Christus ligandi soWendique 
praesulatum, clavesque regni coe* 
lorum,simultradidit. Cuique au- 
tem constat perspiouum atqoe 
eridens, quod higus apostoU ri- 
carius, potestatisque potissimum 
sit haeres, Romanae ecclesiae prae- 
sidens. Huic sanctae memoriae 
Johannes laudabiliter praefuit 
suo tempore, ut hodieque viget 
gloriosa recordatione, promotns 
ad id Dei totiusque populi elec- 
tione. Si ergo decretum beati 
Petri apostoli ratum, consequent 
ter et Johannis apostolici ratum. 
Sed nemo vel demens ratum ease 
Petri apostoli decretum dene- 
gat; nemo igitur sanas mentis 
dissimile fore Johannis apostolici 
decretum repugnat. Aut isti 
itaque concedentes beato PeCio 
suisque successoribus oollatam 
a Christo potestatem, trans* 
gredi cessabunt tanti interdic- 
tus auctoritatem ; aut flocci- 
pendentes, cum diabolo su- 
isque complicibus praescriptB 
maledictionis sibi adquirent per- 
petuitatem. Constat ergo ne- 
minem extraneorum idem ooe- 
nobium sibi prasripuisse, quern 
non constiterit (nee sine dede- 
core) amisisse ; nullaque mona- 
chorum machinatione, sed Dei 
judicio ob sanctas auctoritatis nl- 
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dentibos posteris esse ^decemimas, ut ea, quee 
salubri consilio et communi assensn diffiniuntur^ 
nostris litemlis roborata firmentur. Quapropter 
dig^ium videtur ut ecclesia beatissimse Dei geni- 
tricis semperqoe virginis Manse Glastonise, sicut 
ex antique principalem in regno meo obtinet 
dignitatem, ita speciali quadam et sing^lari 
privilegii libertate per nos honoretur. Hoc 
itaque Dunstano Dorobemensi atqne Oswaldo 
Eboracensi archiepiscopis adhortantibus, con- 
sentiente etiam etannuente^Brihtebn Fontanensi 
episcopo, caeterisque episcopis, abbatibus et pri- 
matibus meis, ego^Edgar, divina dispositione rex 
Anglorum, caBterarumque gentium in circuitu 
persistentium g^bemator et rector, in nomine 
almae Trinitatis, pro anima patris mei qui ibi 
requiescit, et antecessorum patrum meorum, prae- 
senti privilegio decemo, statuo, confirmo ut prae- 
dictum monasterium omnisque possessio ejus ab 
omni tributo fiscalium negotiorum nunc et in 
perpetuum libera et quieta maneant, et habeant 
socam et sacam, on strande, on streame, on wude, 
on felde, and on grithbrice, on burhbrice, hundred- 
setena, ^morSas, ^aBas, and ordeles, ealle hordas 
'bufan eorCan and beneoSan, infangene)>eof, and 
utfangene)>eof, and flemenefer)>e, hamsochene. 



tionem, id cuique eoriun acci- 
dlsse. Nemo itaque base legens 
despiciat, nemo vel subiraacendo 
86 palam notabilem faciat. Nam 
si irascitur pro alio, forte pro- 
latum de se dictum fatebitur.' 

' Decemimut,] E, ; decrevi- 
mus, D. 

'Briktelm Fontanensi episcopoj] 
The exact date of Brihthebn*8 
appointment to the bishoprick 
of Wells is not known : he 
was translated to Canterbury 
upon the death of Elfsine (who 



was frozen to death on the Alps 
in his journey to Rome for his 
pall) ; but he held the primacy 
only a few days, and was re- 
moved back to Wells. He died 
on the 15th of May, A.D. 073. — 
See Angl. Sacr. pars i. pp. 101. 
556; pars ii. pp. 100. 682. 

* Edgar,] E,\ Edgarus, D. 

* AfoHSof.] E. ; murdres, D. 

* ii^iM.] E, ; bathes, D, 

* Bufan eoriSan and beneaiSan.'] 
E,; buven herthe and binethen 
herthe, D, 
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frithbriche, forsteal, tol, and team^ ita libere et 
quiete sicut ego habeo in reg^o meo. Eandem 
quoque libertatem et potestatem, quam ego in 
curia mea habeo, tarn in dimittendo quam in 
puniendoy in quibuslibet omnino negotiis ^ abbas 
et monachi praefati monasterii in sua curia ha- 
beant. Si autem abbas vel monachus quislibet 
loci illius latronem, qui ad suspendium yel ad 
quodlibet mortis periculum ducitur, obvium ha- 
buerit in itinere, habeant potestatem eripiendi 
eum ab imminenti periculo in toto reg^o meo. 
Confirmo etiam et corroboro ut, quod hactenus 
ab omnibus antecessoribus nostris diligenter 
observatum est, 'Fontanensis episcopus yel ejus 
ministri super hoc monasterium yel super paro- 
chiales ejusdem ecclesias, yidelicet, Stret, Mire- 
linch, Budecalege, Sceappic, Sowi, aut super 
earum capellas, nee etiam super eas quse in in- 
sulis continentur, scilicet, Beocherie, quse Panra 
Hibemia dicitur, Godenie, Mertinesie, Pathene- 
berge, Edredesie, Ferremere, nullam omnino 
potestatem habeant, nisi tantum cum ab abbate 
causa dedicandi yel ordinandi adyocati fuerint ; 
nee eorum presbyteros ad sjmodum suam yel ad 
capitulum yel ad quodlibet placitum conyocent, 
nee ab officio diyino suspendant, et omnino 
nullum jus in eos exercere praesumant. Mon- 
achos suos, et praedictarum ecclesiarum clericos, 
secundum antiquam Glastoniensis ecclesiae con- 
suetudinem, et apostolicam auctoritatem, archi- 
prsBSulis Dunstaui et omnium episcoporum regni 
mei assensu, abbas a quocumque comproyindali 
episcopo yoluerit ordinari faciat; dedicationes 
yero earum, si ab abbate rogatus fuerit, Fon- 



» Abba,,^ E.; abl>ate8, D. I ' ^T'^^fT^ ^pucopw.] Bi- 
"* ' ' I shop of Wells. 
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tanensi episcopo pemiittimiis. In Pascha quo- 
que crisma sanctificationis et oleum a Fontanen- 
si episcopo ex more accipiat, et per prsefatas 
ecclesias suas distribuat. Hoc vero prsecipue 
Dei interdictione . et nostra auctoritate, salya 
tamen sanctae Romanse ecclesias et Dorobernen- 
sis dignitate, prohibeo ne persona cajnscumque 
potestatis, sive rex^ sive episcopos, sive dox, 
aut princepSy vel quilibet ministrorum meorum 
Glastoniae terminos vel supradictarum parochi- 
arum, perscrutandi^ rapiendi, placitandi gratia^ 
vel aliquid aliud faciendi quod contrariom possit 
esse ibidem Deo serrientibus, intrare praesumat ; 
abbati tantummodo et conventui potestas sit, 
tam in notis causis quam in ignotis, in modicis 
et in magnis, et omnibus omnino negotiis, sicut 
supra memoravimus. Quisquis autem hujus mei 
privilegii dignitatem qualibet occasione, cujus- 
cumque dignitatis, cujnscumque ordinis, cujus- 
cumque professionis, pervertere vel in irritum 
deducere sacrilega praesumptione amodo tentave- 
rit, sciat se proculdubio ante districtum judicem 
titubantem tremebundumque rationem redditu- 
rum, nisi prius digna satisfactione emendare 
studuerit.' Hanc privilege paginam praedictus 
rex Eadgarus, duodecimo anno regni sui, sacro 
scripto apud Londoniam communi consilio op- 
timatum suorum confirmavit. Eodemque anno, 
qui fuit ^nongentesimus sexagesimus quintusDo- 
minicae incarnationis, indictione quarta decima, 
papa 'Johannes hanc ipsam paginam Romae in 
generali synodo auctorizavit, cunctosque potioris 



' Nongentesimus $exagenmug 
^ntu8 Dominicis inearmatumiSf 
mdktiane quarta deeinta,^ A.D. 
971 corresponds with the four- 
teenth indiction, as also with 



the twelfth year of Eadgar's 
reign. 

^Johatmea,^ John XIII. pre- 
sided from the year 965 to the 
5th of September A.D. 972. 
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EpUUe of 
Pope John 
XIll. 



dignitatis viros, qui prsefuerunt eidem conciliOy 
confirmare fecit, necnon epistoiam Aiurico duci, 
prsefatam ecclesiam graviter persequenti, patema 
motus pietate in hsec verba direxit. 

§ 151. ' Johannes episcopos, servos servomm 
Deiy Aiurico inciito duci, amantissimo filio nostro 
spirituali, salutem continuam et apostolicam bene- 
dictionem. Relatione quorundam fidelium com- 
perimus te piurima agere mala in ecclesia sanctae 
Dei genitricis Marise, quae nuncupatur Glas- 
tingaburh, quae totius 'Britanniae prima, et ab 
antiquis primoribus ad proprietatem et tutelam 
Romani pontificis pertinere dinosdtur, et prasdia, 
ac villas, sed et ecclesias de Brente, de 'Piltune, 
quas, Ina rege dante operam, cum aliis ecclesiis 
quas 'juste et canonice possidet, scilicet, Soweie, 
Stret, Merlinc, Budecat, Sapepice, ab ejus jure 
tua avida cupiditate diripuisse ; et propter quod 
eidem loco ^propinquam haberes habitationem illi 
semper nocuum esse. Oportunum autem exti- 
terat ut tuo suffragio sancta Dei ecclesia, cui 
propinquus habitando effectus es, perplurimum 
accresceret, et copia tui adjutorii proprietatibus 
ditaretur; sed, quod nefas est, tuo decrescit 
impedimento, tuaque humiliatur oppressione : et 
quia, licet indigni, non dubitamus nos a beato 
Petro apostolo omnium ecclesiarum curam om- 
niumque suscepisse solicitudinem, ^ideo tuam ad- 
monemus dilectionem ut, pro amore apostolorum 
Petri et Pauli nostraque veneratione, ab ipsius 
loci cesses direptione, nil de ejus proprietatibus, 
ecclesiis, capellis, villis et possessionibus in- 



' Britannue,'] E, ; Angliae, D. 
« PUtwu,] E. ; Watuna, D. 
' Ju$U.^ E, ; adhuc juste, D, 
* Propinquam habtres habiia' 



tionem iUi temper noeman esff.] 
Propinqua heres habitatione ilh 
semper docuus esse, D. E, 
* IdeoJ] E, ; adeo, D. 
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vadens : quod si hsec ^feceris, scias ^te vice apos- 
tolorum principis nostra auctoritate excommu- 
nicatum, et a ccetu fidelium remotum, perpetuo- 
que anathemati submissum, et aetemo igni, cum 
Juda proditore, percnniter mancipatum/ 

§ 152. ^Tunc ordo monasticus^ jamdudum lap- 
suSy * praecipue caput erexit : unde factum est 
ut ^etiam monasterium 'nostrum denuo in pris- 
tinam libertatem evaderet; quod convenientius 
opinor ipsius regis verbis notificare. 

§ 153. ' ^£go Edgarus, totius Albionis basileus, Eadgu't 

, chartOT to 

nec non mantimorum seu insulanorum regum MaimMbary 
circumnabitantium, adeo ut nullus progemtorum 
meorum subjectione, largiflua Dei gratia suppe- 
tente, sublimatus ; quid imperii mei potissimum 
Regi regum Domino darem, tanti memor honoris, 
solertius saepe tractavi. Pise igitur fautrix de- 
votionis pervigili meae studiositati superna sub- 
ito insinuavit pietas, quaeque in regno meo sancta 
restaurare monasteria, quas yelut muscivis scin- 
dulis cariosisque tabulis tigno tenus visibiliter di- 
ruta : sic, quod majus est, intus a servitio Dei 
ferme vacua fuerant neglecta. Idiotis nempe 
'clericis ejectis, nuUius regularis religionis disci- 
plinae subjectis, plurimis in locis sanctions ^seriei 
scilicet monachici habitus '^prasfeci pastores, ad 
ruinosa quaeque "templorum redintegranda ^^opu- 



* Fecerii,"] £. ; non feceri8,i>. 

* Tf .] Omitted in D. E. 

» Tune.'] S, C 2. D. E. F. K. 
M. ; omitted in A. L. 

* i>rtfd|w«.] S, C a. D. E. F. 
K. M. ; tunc, A . L. 

* Etiam,] S, C2. D. £. ; omit- 
ted in J. L. 

* Nostrum.] A. S. D. E. L. ; 
< nostrum' struck out, and 
' Malmesberiense' inserted in CS. 



Malmesbury is likewise to be 
found in Ingulphus. (Gale, i. 47.) 
* CUricU ^ectu.] Glossed in 
L. ' per me dicit Edgarus.' 

•SerUi.] A. S. C. D. L.; 
a blank left for the word in E, 

^^ PrafecL'] Glossed in L. * Ego 
Edgarus ;* praefecti, C 2. D. 

" Temphrum.] S. C. E. L, ; 
temporum, A, D, M, 



^ Ego Edgarus.] King Ead- ^ 0[mienta.] D, E. M. ; opu- 
gar*8 charter to the monastery of lentos, A. C2. L. 
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lenta eis fiscalium munerum exhibens suinptiis; 
' quorum ununiy nomine Elvricum, vimm in om- 
nibus ecclesiasticum, famosissimi constitoi cns- 
todem ccenobii quod Angli bifario vocitant 
onomate Maldelmesburh. Cui pro commoditate 
'animse, ob Salvatoris nostri, ejusque &ior6xov 
semper yirginis Marise, necnon apostolorum 
Petri et Paidi, Aldelmique almi prsesulis, hono- 
rem, particulam terrse/ — et 'nominat terram,^- 
* cum pratis et sil vis, munifica liberalitate restitui. 
Hsec a prsedictis accommodata clericis, a conten- 
tioso injuste possessa est Edelnotho ; sed super- 
stitiosa subtilique ejus disceptatione 'a sapienti- 
bus meis audita, et conflictatione illius mendosa 
ab eisdem, me praesente, convicta, monasteriali a 
me reddita est usui^ anno Dominicse incamationis 
nongentesimo septuagesimo quarto, ^regni vero 
mei quartodecimo, regise consecrationis primo/ 
^g^* § 154. Interea non indecens opinor si quid- 

dam, quod ei diviuitus ostensum est, stylo com- 
mendem. Venerat in saltum yenationis feracem ; 
utque fit pierumque, sociis ad insequendas feras 
per devia dispersis, solus remanserat: itaque, 
continuatione cursus ad egressum nemoris perve- 
niens, constitit, sodales operiens. Nee mora, gra- 
yante nutantia lumina somno, pedes efficitur, ut 
transacti laborem diei temperaret ^medicse quietis 



' Anima.^ D. E, M, ; anima? 
meae, J. C2. L, 

> Nomimt.] In aU the MSS. 
the sense is iocomplete. The 
omission may be supplied from 
the words in Malmesbury, De 
Vita Aldhelmi, (Angl. Sacr. pars 
II. p. 83,) which are, ' parti- 
culam terrae x. videlicet manen- 
tium vocabulo Estotim cum pra- 
tis et sylvis munifica liberalitate 
restitui.' 

' A tapienlibus meis audita^ et 



conftictatitmeJ] S. C. D. £. JL. M. ; 
omitted in J. 

* Regni vero met quarMlecimo, 
re§^ amseentumU primoJ] £ad- 
gar was not consecrated king 
untU the 11th of May, A.D. 97S; 
but he must have completed the 
fourteenth year of his reign be- 
fore the year 974, as he ascended 
the throne A.D. 959. See note', 
p. 254. 

^ JI/edtc<F.] E, L,\ modicc, 
A.S. CD.Et. 
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voluptas. Jacebat ergo sub malo silvatica stra- 
tus, ubi penduli per circuitum rami foliatam effe- 
cerant cameram. Lassitudine itaque suadente, 
rivus subter scatebris loquacibus fluens soporem 
invitabat : cum canis foemiua, cui cura ferarum 
vestigia insequi, prsegnans, et juxta pedes accu- 
bans, dormitantem exterruit; namque, matre 
tacente, catuli alvo inclusi latratus multiformes 
et sonoros reddidere, quodam nimirum sui car- 
ceris gaudio incitati. Hoc monstro attonitus, 
dum ad cacumen arboris oculos intendit, Widet 
poma, unum et alterum, delapsain fluvium; quo- 
rum collisione bullis aquatilibus inter se cris- 
pantibus^ vox articulata insonuit, * Wei his the !' 
id est, ' Bene est tibi !' Nee multo post, unda- 
rum Yoluminibus agentibus, urceolus super aquam 
apparuit, et post urceolum urceus exundans 
aqua ; nam alter vacuus erat : et quamvis crebro 
gurgitis impuisu ^ major minorem urgeret, ut sci- 
licet aquas suas in ilium infunderet, nunquam 
tamen obtinere potuit quin urceolus vacuus re- 
cederet, iterumque quasi superbo gestu victor 
urceum impeteret. Domum itaque regressus, 'ut 
dicit psalmista, exercitabatur, et scopebat spi- 
ritum suum. Sed convenit eum mater, ut sere- 
naret frontem et animum : sibi studio futurum, 
^ut appeteret Deum, qui nosset senigmata inspi- 
ratione sua patefacere. Quo admonitu 'retudit 
ille mcestitiam, et solvit in otio curas, conscius 
maternsB sanctitatis, cui soleret Deus multa reve- 
lare. Erat ea vocabulo Elfgifa, bonis operibus 
intenta, pietate et dulcedine prsedita, ut etiam 



» Videt.] A. C. E, L. ; vidit, 
S,D. 

^ MfiQor minorem,'] C» D, E» L, ; 
majorem minor, A. S, 

^ Ut dU'it ptalmista,] Psalm 

LXXVll. 6. 



^ ut appeteret Deum,] E 9. ; 
at a parte Domini, C. £. ; ut 
aperiente Domino, D, ; ut appel- 
laret Deum, A, S. L. 

* RetudU.] A, S, C. D. £2. 
L, ; retulit, E, 
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reoSy quos tristis sententia judicum palam dam- 
naverat, ipsa occulte redimeret. Pretiosus 
amictuSy qui plerisque mulieribus est leno sol- 
vendi pudoris, illi erat supellex munificentise, ut 
quamlibet operosam yestem conspecto statim lar- 
giretur pauperi. Speciem corporis et artificium 
manuum in ea livor quoque laudaret, cum nihil 
reprehendere posset. Haec igitur, intimis me- 
dullis yaticinium combibens, postero mane filio 
dixit : ' Latratus catulonmiy quern matre quie- 
scente dedere, significat quod post obitum tuum, 
quiescentibus illis qui modo valent et viyunt, 
nondum nati nebulones contra Dei latrabunt ec- 
clesiam. Sane quod unum pomum secutum est 
alterum, ita ut ex coUisione secundi in prius 
videretur vox sonuisse " Wei his the !" hoc in- 
nuity quod ex te, qui 'modo arboris totam in- 
umbras Angliam, duo ^procedent filii; 'fautores 
secundi extinguent primum : tunc diversse partis 
incentores dicent pueris utrisque "Wei his the!" 
quia mortuus regnabit in ccelo^ yivus in seculo. 
^Jam yero quod urceus major minorem implere 
non poteraty hoc designate quod gentes aquilo- 
naleSy quse numerosiores sunt quam Angli, An- 
gliam post mortem tuam impetent ; et, quamvis 
crebro compatriotarum adventu ruinas suas sup- 
pleanty nunquam hunc angulum mundi poterunt 
implere, quin potius Angli nostri, cum maxime 
victi videbuntur, eas expellent, eritque sub suo 
et Dei arbitrio usque ad prsefinitum tempus a 
'Christo.' 



' Modo arboris totam inumbras 
AngliamJ] C. £. L. ; modo ar- 
bor 68 totam inumbraiiB Angliam, 
A.S. D. 

* ProceiUnt,'] A. S, C. D, £.; 
procedunt, L. 

• Fautores.^ C. D, E,L. ; fac- 



toreSfA,; factores vel foutoreSy 
S. 

* Jam vero^ C. D. E. £• ; 
Nam, A, S, 

•CArwto.] EX, ; after < Christo/ 
il.i9. read ^ Amen.' ThefoUowing 
passage occurs in the margin of 
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§ 155. Hujus vaticinii veritatem lectio poste- sadcar** 
rior patefaciet. Considerari ergo debet parentis ties. ^" 
et prolis indubitata sanctitas, quod alter viderit 
senigma vigijans sine obstaculo, et altera solve- 
nt problema de longe porrecto prophetias ^ocu- 
lo ; sanctitatique morum communicabat severita- 
tis animositas ^ut nullum cujuscunque dignita- 
tis hominem leges eludere impune permitteret. 
Nemo ejus tempore privatus latro, nemo popu- 
laris prsedo^ nisi qui mallet in fortunas alienas 
grassari propriae vitas dispendio. Quomodo 
enim ausus ^hominum praeteriret, qui etiam om- 
nis generis feras sanguinis avidas ex regno ex- 
terminare cogitaret, Judvaloque regi Walensium 
edictum imposuerit ut sibi quotannis tributum 
trecentorum luporum pensitaret ; quod cum tribus 
annis fecisset, quarto destitit, nullum se ulterius 
posse invenire professus. 

§ 156. Praeterea licet, ut fertur, staturae fue- 
rit et corpulentiae perexilis, tantas vires in illo 
corpusculo dignatio naturae incluserat, ut ultro 
ad congrediendum lacesceret quemcunque auda- 
cem nosset ; hoc maxime timens, ne in tali col- 
ludio timeretur. Denique in quodam convivio. 



C 2. : 'Idem rex Edgarus, sUTain 
quandam ingreuus gratia ve- 
nandi, forte vocem yagientis par- 
ynli depraehendit. Qui dili- 
genter rem fecit inquiri. Et de- 
mum in summitate cuJufMlam 
arboris, in nido aquilae, inventus 
est puerulus formae elegantis, ge- 
minis armilUs in brachiis et aliis 
omamentisregiis insignitus, quasi 
in signtim summas ingenuitatis ; 
quem rex diligenter nutritum, et 
summo studio eruditum, tandem 
provexit in comitem.' 

* Oculo.] C, D. E. L, ; ora- 
culo, A, S. 

' Ut nullum aOutcunque digni- 



tatis hominem leges eludere tin- 
pune permitteret,^ Eadgar's laws 
for the punishment of offenders 
were horribly severe. The eyes 
were put out, nostrils slit, ears 
torn off, handis and feet cut off, 
and finally, after the scalp had 
been torn off, the miserable 
vrretches were left exposed to 
birds or beasts of prey. V. Acta 
SS. Jul. a, in Vita Swythuni. 
(Sharpe, 183.) See some of Ead- 
gar's Laws, Decem Script, vol. 
I. col. 871. 

> Hominum,] A. S, C. D, £2. 
L, ; omitted in E, 
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ubi se plerumque fatuorum dicacitas liberius 
ostentaty fama est Kinnadium regem Scottorom 
ludibundum dixisse^ minim videri tam vili ho- 
muncioni tot provincias subjici; 'idque a quo- 
dam mimo sinistra aure acceptum^ et Edgaro 
postmodum solemni convitio in os objectum. 
At ille, re suis celata^ Kinnadium, quasi magni 
mysterii consultandi gratia, accersiit, longeque 
in sylvam seducto, unum ex duobus, qnos secum 
attulerat, ensibus tradidit ; ' Et nunc/ inquit, * lice- 
bit vires tuas experiare cum soli simus. Jam enim 
faxo ut appareat quis alteri merito supponi de- 
beat ; tu quoque ne pedem referas quin mecum 
rem yentiles. Turpe est enim regem in con- 
vivio esse dicaculum, nee esse in prselio promp- 
tulum/ Confusus ille, nee verbo mutire ausus, 
ad pedes domini regis procidit, simplicis jod 
yeniam precatus, et confestim consecutus. Quid 
illud? omni aestate, emensa statim Paschali 
festivitate, naves per omnia littora coadunari 
praecipiebat ; ad occidentalem insula^ partem 
cum orientali classe, et ilia ^remensa cum ocd- 
dentali ad borealem, inde cum boreali ad ori- 
entalem remigare consuetus ; pius scilicet ex- 
ploratory ne quid piratae turbarent. Hyeme et 
vere per omnes provincias equitando, judicia po- 
tentiorum exquirebat, violati juris severus ultor : 
in hoc justitiae, in illo fortitudini studens ; in 
utroque reipublicae utilitatibus consulens. 
His TkM. § 157. Sunt qui ingenti ejus glorias naevum 
tentent apponere, dicentes, primis temporibus 
fuisse crudelem in cives, libidinosum in virgines. 
Verbi gratia prions exemplum ponunt: Athel- 
woldus erat quidam, sui temporis comes egregius 



' Idque,"] C. D, E, ; itaque, I ' RemenM,'] C. £. ; remiisa,- 
A, S. L. A. S. D, L. 
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et a secretis ; hoic rex injunxerat negotium, ut 
Elfridam filiam Orgari duels Devenensium, quae 
forma sui oculos relatorum pellexerat quatenus 
earn regiis auribus commendarenty — ^huic, inquam, 
prseceperat ut illam iret speculatum^ nuptias 
conciliaturus si Veritas famae conquadraret. Hie 
viam celerans, nitiilque praeter opinionem com- 
periens, celato apud parentes nuncio, suis potius 
usibus puellam applicuit. Rediens ad regem, 
^quae suis partibus conducerent, allegat speciei 
vulgaris et quotidianae pusiolam esse, nee tantas 
majestati convenire. Reducto ab his animo et 
aliis amoribus intento, delatores nunciant quanta 
ilium Athelwoldus astutia emunxerit. Hie clavo 
clavum expellensy fraude scilicet fraudem elu- 
dens, frontem serenam comiti ostendere, diem 
quo visitaret tam laudatam mulierem quasi joco 
edicere. Qui, tam terribili ludo exanimatus, prae- 
currit ad conjugem, rogans ut suae saluti con- 
suleret, et quantum posset vestibus sedeformaret ; 
tunc primum aperiens facti sui consilium. Sed 
quid non praesumit fcemina? ansa est ^miseri 
amatoris et primi conjugis fidem fallere, et spe- 
culo valtum comere, nihil omittens quod ephcebi 
et potentis lumbos pertentaret. Nee citra pro- 
positum accidit. Visam enim adeo inarsit, ut, 
dissimulato odio, comitem in sylvam^Werewelle, 
gratia venandi accitum, jaculo trajiceret. Ubi 
cum filius occisi nothus familiari usu superve- 
nisset, et a rege interrogatus esset qualiter ei 
talis venatio placeret, respondisse fertur, ' Bene, 
domine rex ; quod tibi placet mihi displicere non 
debet : ' quo dicto ita tumentis animum mansue- 



> Qua.] A.S. CD. E2.L.; 
qui, £. 

« Miteri.] A. S. C. D. jB. ; 
misen^ L, ; primi, S. 



' WereweUe.] C. D. E. L.; 
Werewelle quae Yocatur Hare- 
wode, A . S, 
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l>Mthof 
Eadgar, 
A.D. 975. 



nuUius labis conscium. Quod cum eum ad re- 
yerentiam debuisset inflectere, ad audaciam le- 
va vit ; nam, quia locellus quern paraverat diffi- 
cilem pro magnitudine corporis minabatur in- 
gressum, regies exuvias ferro temeravit, unde 
continuo sanguis undatim emicans astantium 
corda pay ore concussit. Ita regium corpus in 
scrinio, quod ipsi ecclesise contulerat, super al- 
tare locatum est cum capite sancti ApoUinaris, 
et reliquiis Vincentii martyris, quae ille magno 
empta decori domus Dei adjecerat. Temera- 
torem porro sacri corporis mox animus reliquit ; 
nee multo post, ecclesia egressum, fracta ceryice 
mors inyenit. Nee in his haesit regies sanctitatis 
ostensio, sed in ulteriora processit, sanato ibi 
furioso et caeco. ^ Merito ergo non infirma inter 
Anglos fama est nullum, nee ejus nee superioris 
aetatis regem in Anglia, recto et aequilibri judicio 
Edgaro comparandum. Ita nihil yita ejus sane* 
tins, nihil justitia probabilius fuit, exceptis yitiis 
quae postea amplis yirtutibus deleyit; qui pa- 
triam suam praeclara fortitudine illustrem reddi- 
derit, et rerum gestarum claritate, et Deo seryi- 
entium multiplicitate : ^postmortem ejus res et 
spes Anglorum retro sublapsae. 



Badwardtbe 
M«rtyr, 
A.D. 975. 



DE BADWARDO SBCUNDO ET MARTYRS. 

§ 161. Anno Dominicae incarnationis nongen- 
tesimo septuagesimo quinto, Edwardus filius 
Edgari regnare ccepit, et tribus annis et dimidio 
potestate potitus est. Ilium Dunstanus, et caeteri 
episcopi consentanei, regali culmine sublimarunt, 
contra yoluntatem quorundam, ut aiunt, optima- 



* Merito ergo.] S. C. D. E, ; 
Namque non, A. L, 



' Post mortem out.] King 
Eadgar died on Thursday, 8th 
July, A.D. 97$. 
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turn et novercse, quae vix dum septem annomm 
puerulum Egelredum filium provehere conabatur, 
ut ipsa potius sub ejus nomine imperitaret. Ex 
tunc malitia hominum puUulante, felicitas regni 
imminuta. Tunc ^visus cometes^ qui vei pestem 
provincialium, yel regni mutationem portendere 
pro vero asseveratur. Nee mora; secuta ste- 
rilitas arvi^ fames hominum^ mors jumentorum. 
Apud vicum regium qui yocatur Calna casus 
insolitus. Nam, defuncto Edgaro, clerici quon- 
dam ab ecclesiis expulsi rediviva prselia susci- 
tarunt: 'ingens esse et miserabile dedecus ut 
novus advena veteres colonos migrare compel- 
leret ; hoc nee Deo gratum putari, qui veterem 
habitationem concessisset^ nee alicui probo ho- 
mini, qui sibi idem timere posset quod aliis prse- 
judicio accidisse cemeret. Ea de re in clamores 
et iras surrectum^ et ad Dunstanum perrectum ; 
praecipue proceribus^ ut laicorum est^ succla- 
mantibus praejudicium^ quod 'clerici passi fuerant 
injuste^ leniori consilio succidi debere. Nam et 
unus eorum^ Elferius, omnia penc monasteria 
quae reverentissimus ^Adelwoldus construxerat 
in provincia Merciorum, magna usus insolentia, 
eyertit. Itaque^ frequenti synodo coacta, ^primo 



' Vinu camiUt,'] Most of the 
MSS. read 'yisa cometes;' S, 
reads * yisae cometas.' ' An. 076. 
CometeB stella autumnali tem- 
pore visa est' (Flor. Wigorn.) 

* Ingetu.] A. CD, E. L, ; be- 
fore 'ingens/ S» reads ' di- 
centes.* 

^Clerici.']A,8.C.D.E2.L.', 
omitted in £. 

« Ad€lwoldu$,^ A, CD. E, L. ; 
Adelwoldus monachus et Wen- 
tanus episcopus, S, 

* PrinM WinioHiam.'l The 
council of Winchester appears. 



from Florence and Matthew of 
Westminster, to have been holden 
between the death of Eladgar and 
the consecration of his son Bad- 
ward, in 976 ; but the Chronicon 
Wintoniense, cited by Spelman, 
(Concil. Angl. tom. i. p. 491,) 
places it in the year 968. (See 
Wharton's note in Anglia Sa- 
cra, pars II. p. 112.) Os- 
beme, in his Life of Dunstan, 
improperly states that the coun- 
cil of Winchester and the coun- 
cil of Calne were both holden 
during the lifetime of Eadgar. 

S 
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Wintoniam ventum. Quis ibi fuerit finis cer- 
taminis 'alise literdB docent^ ^Dominicam ima- 
ginem expresse locutam clericos eorumque fan- 
tores confudisse : sed, adhuc non sedatis animis^ 
Calnse concilium indicium ; ubi cum in coenaculOy 
absente propter setatem rege, considentibus to- 
tius Angliae senatoribus magno conflictu et con- 
troversia res ageretur, et validissimum ilium ec- 
clesise murum, Dunstanum dico, multorum con- 
yitiorum jacula impeterent, nee quaterent, suas 
partes cujusque ordinis viris summo studio tu- 
entibus^ solarium totum repente cum axibus et 
trabibus dissiluit et concidit. Omnibus ad ter- 
ram elisis^ solus Dunstanus, stans super unam 
trabem qu® superstes erat, probe evasit ; reliqui 
yel exanimati, vel perpetui languoris compede 
detenti. Hoc miraculum archiepiscopo exhibuit 
pacem de clericis^ omnibus Anglis tunc et dein- 
ceps in ejus sententiam concedentibus. 

§ 162. Interea rex Edwardus fratrem pueru- 
lum et novercam pietate congrua colere, solum 
nomen regis habere, illis ccetera permittere, pa- 
ternal religionis vestigia rimari, bonis consiliis. 
aurem et animum accommodare : at mulier, no- 
vercali odio vipereum dolum ruminans ut nee 
nomen regis filio deesset, insidias privignostruere, 
quas hoc modo consummavit. Lassus venatione 
revertebatur propter laborem siti anhelus; co- 
mites, quo quemque casus tulerat, canes consec- 



There appears, howeyer, to be 
no doubt that the council of 
Cahie was holden in 978, during 
the life of Eadward the Martyr. 
Florence, however, assigns it to 
the year 977. 

* AluB litera docent."] See Os- 
bem. De Vita S. Dunstani. (Angl. 
Sacr. pars ii. p. 118.) 



' DominieoM imagimm ex- 
preue locutam,'] Ecce Dominid 
corporis forma, yexillo cnicis in- 
fixa, atque mediocri domos parte 
locata, humanos exprimens mo- 
do8, omnium voces c(»npeflciut, 
dicens : Ab$it hoc, ut fiat ; tMt 
hoc, utfiat, Osbem. De Vita S. 
Dunstani. (Angl. Sacr. pars ii. 
p.lia.) 
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tabantnr: auditoque quod illi in contigua villa 
habitarent^ equo concito illuc contendit juven- 
culus soIuSy nihil propter innocentiam metuens, 
aliorum quippe animos ex suo ponderans. Tunc 
ilia, muliebri blanditia adventantem alliciens, sibi 
fecit intendere, et post libata basia porrectum 
poculum avide haurientem per satellitem sicaEadwani 
transfodit; quo vulnere saucius, cum quantis a.d.978. 
poterat animse reliquiis sonipedem calcaribus 
monuisset ad suos reverti, uno pede lapsus, al- 
teroque per Mevia tractus undante cruore indi« 
cia interitus sui se quaerentibus dedit Et tunc 
quidem 'sine honore apud Werham sepeliri jus- 
serunt, invidentes scilicet mortuo cespitem ec-* 
clesiasticum, cui vivo inviderant decus regium : 
actitabant igitur publicam et festivam laetitiam, 
'quasi cum corpore pariter infodissent memo- 
riam; sed afiuit divinse serenitatis assensus, 
qui innocenter csesum miraculorum ^sublimavit 
gloria. Adeo coelestia judicia humanis pras- 
ponderant, ibi ostensa de coelo lumina, ibi clau- 
dus gressum composuit, ibi mutus organum re* 
sumpsit, ibi prorsus omnis invalitudo sanitati 
locum fecit. Sparsus rumor per totam Angliam 
martyris merita prsedicabat. Quo excita inter- 
fectrix, iter illuc adoriebatur; jamque equum 
inscensum stimulis urgebat, cum manifestam 
iram Dei persensit. Animal namque familiare, 
quo sedere consueverat, antea yentis pemidus, 
quod auras ipsas prsecurreret, tunc nutu Dei 
stabat immobile: instant ministri, hinc fleigns, 
illinc clamoribus, ut potentem heram qua so- 



1 Derui.] A. C. D. £. L. ; de- 
ria et saltus, S, 

* Sine honore apud Werham 
9epelirijua$erunt,'] £adward waB 
martyred on the 18th of March 
A.D. 978. 



' Qtuut.] C. E,; quas, D.; 
quod, S. ; quia, A. L, 

« Sublimavit^ A. E.; snbli- 
marety S, C. D. L, 

s 2 
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lebat alacritate eveheret. Cassus labor con- 
somitary mutato quoque jumento casus idem 
sequitnr; iutellexit^ licet tarde, bmtum pectus 
quo portentum illud respiceret : quapropter quod 
^ ipsa non meruit per alium fieri consensit. Nam- 
que Elferius ille quem supra culpavi quod mo- 
nasteria destruxisset, temeritatis pcenitens mul- 
A.D.979. toque gemitu animum angens, sacro corpori de 
ignobiU loco leyato justas et egregias inferias 
apud Scephtoniam solvit; non tamen effugit, sed 
post annum yermibus quos pediculos didmus 
consumptus est. Et quoniam animus indiscipli- 
natus ipse sibi tormentum est, patiturque suos 
etiam hie mens anxia manes, Elirida de illo 
regali supercUio inclinata dire poenituity adeo 
ut multis annis apud Warewellam camem in 
deliciis nutritam cilicio convolyeret, noctibus 
solo strata sine cervicali somnum hauriret, cruccs 
prseterea quascunque posset corpori commini- 
scens; speciosa mulier et pulchre viro sobria, 
sed quia tantum nefas commisit pcena digna. 
Creditumque et celebriter yulgatum, quod, prop- 
ter ejus in Edwardum insolentiam, multo post 
tempore tota patria servitutem infremuisset bar- 
baricam. 

§ 163. Certe apud Sceftoniam splendidum 
regias sanctitudinis refulgurat speculum; quo- 
niam iUius mentis deputatur quod eo loci multus 
devotarum Deo fceminarum chorus, claritate re- 
ligionis terras istas irradians, etiam ipsa per- 
stringit sidera. Illic sacrae yii^ines nullius pe- 
nitus comiptelsB conscise, illic religiosse conti- 
nehtes post primi thori^dampna secundi ignis 
nesciae ; in quarum omnium moribus ita facetns 
pudor cum severa consentit elegantia, quod nihil 

' Ipm,] C. D. E. ; per se, A. S. L. 
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supra. Denique incerto haereas quid potissimum 
praedicare velis, an assiduitatem ad Dei famu- 
litium, an affabilitatem ad hominum colloquium ; 
unde non injuria creduiitas apponitur dicentibus, 
quod per iilarum orationes totu& sustentatur 
orbiSy qui jampridem suis vacillat peccatis. 

DR RB6E BTHBLRBDO. 

§ 164. ^ Anno Dominicae incamationis nongen- Aetheired, 
tesimo septuagesimo nono^ Ethelredus^ filius Ed- 
gari et Elfridae^ regnum adeptus^ obsedit potius 
quam rexit annis trig^nta septem. Ejus vitae 
cursus saevus in principio^ miser in medio^ turpis 
in exitu asseritur : ita parricidio^ cui conniven- 
tiam adhibuerat^ immanis; ita fuga et moliitie 
infamis, ita morte miserabilis fuit. Ignaviam 
ejus praedixerat Dunstanus, foedp exempio ad- 
monitus : nam cum pusiolus in fontem baptismi 
mergeretur, circumstantibus episcopis^ 'alvi pro- 
fluvio sacramenta interpolavit ; qua re ille turba- 
tus, * Per Deum/ inquit^ * et matrem ejus, igna- 
Yus homo erit !' Vidi scriptum, quod cum, decen- 
nis puer, fratrem necatum conclamari audiret, 
fletu suo furentem genitricem adeo irritavit, ut, 
quia flagelium ad manum non habebat, arreptis 
candelis innocentem caederet, nee prius desisteret 
quam pene exanimem et ipsa lachrymis infun- 
deret. Quapropter tota vita ita candelas ex- 
horruit in posterum, ut nunquam ante se pate- 
retur inferri lumen earum. Matris suffragio, 
proceribus congregatis, dies dicta ut Dunstanus 



' Anno Dcminic4B incamationis 
nongentesimo aqttuagesimo fiono.] 
AeUielred succeeded his brother 
A.D. 978, and was crowned on 
the 14th April following. (Flor. 
Wigom.) 



^ Alvi proftavio »aeramenta tn- 
terpolavit,"] A similar story is re- 
lated of the emperor Constantine 
the Fifth, who derived the sur- 
name of Copronyrous from his 
pollution of his baptismal font. 
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A.D. 980. 



adveniret regem jare archiepiscopi coronatnnis ; 
ille, licet infensus esset, supersedit resistere, pon- 
tifex »vi maturioris, et in secnlaribos emeritus. 
Jam Tero diadema componens, non se 'continiiit 
qnin spiritom propheticmn totis medullis bans- 
turn ore pieno effunderet: ''Quia/ inquit, 'per 
mortem fratris tui aspirasti ad regnum, 'propterea 
audi verbum Domini, Hsec dicit Dominus Deus, 
non delebitur peccatum ignominiosae matris tuae, 
et peccatum yirorum qui interfuerunt consilio 
illius nequam, nisi multo sang^uine miseromm 
provincialium ; et venient super gentem An- 
giorum mala qualia non passa est ex quo ^An- 
gliam venit usque ad tempus illud.' ^Nec multo 
post, id est, anno ejus tertio, Tenerunt Ham- 
tonam, portum juxta Wintoniam, septem naves 
piratarum, et populata ora maritima refugerant 
in altum ; quod ideo non prseterii, quia multos 
sermo apud Anglos fertur de his ratibus. 



D£ IGNAVIA BTHBLRBDI BT INPBSTATIOMB 

DANORUM. 

AD.9M. § 165. 'Surrexerat inter 'regem et episcopum 
Rofensem ^simultas, incertum qua de causa ; quo- 
circa contra civitatem exercitum duxit, man- 
datum ei ab archiepiscopo ut^furori desisteret, 
nee sanctum Andraeam, in cujus tutela episco- 



1 C&ntinuit.] S. C. D. E. ; con- 
ticuit, A. L. 

' Quia , , , ad temyui ilhid.'] 
Compare Osbem. De Vita S. 
Dunstani, Angl. Sacr. pars ii. 
p. 118. 

* ProptereaJ] A. C. D, E. L. ; 
omitted in S, 

* AnglioM venit.] C. D. E, L. ; 
Anglia fait. A, S. 

* Nee muUo poeiy id eety anno 
^us tertio,'} Southampton was 



burnt by the Danes in 060, ac- 
cording to the best copy of the 
Saxon Chronicle. Florence and 
others also fix that event in 960. 

• Smrexerat.] A.S.D.E.L,; 
surrexenint, C. 

' RegemJ] A. C. D. E. L. ; re- 
gem ipsum, S, 

• SimuUoM,] A. S. D, E. L. ; 
simultates, C. 

• Ftirort.] C. D. £. ; furore, 
S, ; furorem, A, L. 
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patus est, irritaret, sicut ad indulgendam faci- 
lem, ita ad nlciscendum terribilem. Verborum 
nuditate contempta, adomat praeceptum pecunia, 
et mittit centum libras at obsidionem solveret, 
pretio emptus abiret ; quo ille accepto receptoi 
cecinit, per cinctum militum feriari permisit. Mi- 
ratus Dunstanos hominis cupiditatem, haec per 
nuncios retulit : ' Quoniam praetulisti argentum 
Deo, pecuniam Apostolo, cupiditatem mihi, ye- 
lociter venient super te mala quse locutus est 
Dominus ; sed hsec me yivente non fient, quia 
et haec locutus est Dominus.' Jam vero ^ post a.d. 988. 
beati yiri obitum, qui decimo anno regni ejus 
fiiit, properant impleri praedicta, festinant con- 
summari prsenunciata. 'Danis enim omnes por- Dnishin- 
tus infestantibus, et levitate piratica ubique dis- 
currentibus, dum nesciretu^ ubi eis occurri de- 
beret, decretum a 'Siricio archiepiscopo, post 
Dunstanum secundo, ut repellerentur argento 
qui non poterant ferro. Item decem millia li- 
brarum soluta cupiditatem Danorum explevere : 
exemplum infame et viris indignum, libertatem 
pecunia redimere, quam ab invicto animo nulla 
violentia possit excutere. Et tunc quidem pau- 
lisper ab excursibus cessatum ; mox, ubi vires 
otio resumpserunt, ad superiora reditum. ^Tunc 
timor Anglos incesserat ut nihil de resistendo 



^ Post beoH vtrt obitum,'] 
Dimstan died on Saturday the 
19th of May, ia the year 088, in 
the 29th year of his archprelacy, 
and 6l8t of his age. 

^ Danis enim oimus porhu ta- 
fesiantibua,'} Southampton, the 
iale of Thanet, and Cheshire were 
ravaged by tiie Danes in 980 ; 
Cornwall in 981 ; the isle of Port- 
land in 982, and Watchet in 988, 
where the Danes were defeated ; 
and Ipswich in 991. 



' Sirieio,'] Sigeric, or Siric, suc- 
ceeded Aethelgar in the see of 
Canterbury A.D. 990. Upon Ips- 
wich being sacked by the Danes 
in 991, and Brihtnoth the al- 
derman slain, the archbishop ad- 
vised that a tribute of ten thou- 
sand pounds be paid to them to 
depart from the country. See 
Sax. Ghron. 

* Tunc.'] C. D. E. ; Tantus, 
A. S. L. 
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cogitarent ; si qui saoe, antiquse glorias memores, 
obviare et signa coUigere tentassent, hostium 
multitudine et sociorum defectione destitueban- 
tur. Defectionis signifer fiiit Elfricus quidam, 

A.D.993. quern congregatis navibus rex praefecerat, qui, 
cum navali certamine fortunam experiri debu- 
isset, nocte qua dies pugnas iUucescebat trans- 
fuga vilis ad hostes concessit, prius per nuncios 
monitos quid caverent; et quamvis pro culpa 
perfidiae ^filium ejus rex excaecari jusserit, ite- 
rum rediit, iterumque defecit. Northanhimbria 
tota populata, hostes pugna excepti et fugati 

A.D.994. sunt; ^Londonia obsessa, sed a civibus probe 
defensa. Quocirca obsessores afflicti, et despe- 
rantes posse capi civitatem, discesserunt, totam- 
que provinciam ab oriente vastantes, regem ad 
pecuniam sedecim millium librarum solvendam 
coegerunt; quin etiam regem eorum Analafum 
datis obsidibus ad se venire fecit, baptizatum de 
fonte suscepit, et, regali munificentia donatum, 
Sacramento constrinxit ne unquam reverteretur 
in Angliam. Sed non sic malum quievit; 
nam semper, ut Hydrae capitibus, hostibus ex 
Denemarcia pullulantibus, nusquam caveri po- 
terat. ^Occidentalis provincia, quae Devenescire 



^ Filium ejus rex exctecari Jus- 
serit,'] AelfglU-, son of Duke Ael- 
fric, was deprived of his sight 
by command of the king in the 
year 093. (Flor. Wigorn. and 
Sax. Chron.) 

* LondoniaobsesM,"] The Saxon 
Chronicle states that Anlaf and 
Sweyn came to London on the 
nativity of St. Mary, A.D. 994, 
with ninety-four ships, and as- 
saulted the city very sharply, en- 
deavouring to bum it ; but they 
were bravely repulsed by the 
citizens. 



' Occidentalis prortiicta, fiur 
Devenescire vocatur ,,, et Exmtia 
urbe incensa.'] The incursion of 
the Danes into Devonshire ap- 
pears to have been in the year 
997, and again in 1001, in which 
year Exeter was ravaged. The 
Laudian and Cottonian copies of 
the Saxon Chronicle differ very 
much on this subject finom the 
Cambridge copy of the same 
chronicle. Exeter wbb besieged 
again by Sweyn in the year 
1003. 
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Yocatur, pessundata ; eversis moDasteriis et Ex- 
onia urbe incensa: Gantia depraedationi data, 
urbs metropolis et patriarcbarum sedes confla- 
grata; Mpse patriarcha, sanctus et reverentissi- 
mus vir, Elfegus, abductus et in vincolis tentus ; 
ad ^extremom, cum rusticos sues expilar&ad se Aeinwih 
cogeretur redimendum et abnueret, lapidatus et a.d. lois. 
seciiri percossus, anima coelum glorificavit. Oc- 
cisum Deus sublimat ; adeo ut Dani, qui in 
necem ejus grassati fuerant, yiso miraculo quo 
lignum aridum sanguine ipsius litum sub nocte 
una reviruerat, ^certatim coUa subjicerent. Ita 
naturali cervicositate substrata, sacrum corpus 
Londoniam evehi patiuntur. Ibi glorifice se- 
pultum, ^et post decem annos ab omni corrup- 
tionis labe immune levatum, archiepiscopium 
suum nobilitavit. Durat ad hoc tempus et recens 
sanguis et illibata integritas, miraculoque ducitur 
posse cadaver exanimari et non posse tabefieri. 
Et ne longum faciam, sigillatim enumeratis pro- 
vinciis quas vastaverunt, hoc sit ad summam 
complecti, quod, cum numerentur in Anglia tri- 
ginta duo pagi, illi jam sedecim invaserant, quo- 
rum nomina propter barbariem linguae scribere 



^ Ipse patriarcha . . • tn vtii- 
culiM tentus.'] Canterbury was be- 
sieged by the Danes A.D. 1012, 
and Archbishop Aelfhe^h was 
captured and murdered by them. 
His life was written by Osbeme, 
and is printed in the Anglia 
Sacra, pars ii. p. 122, from a 
MS. in Lambeth library. MSS. 
Cott. Otho, A. XII., Vitel. D. 
XVII., and Tiber. D. ill. (injured 
by fire) also contain Osbeme's 
Life of Aelfhe^h. 

• Extremum.] S. C. D. E. 
L, ; ultimum, A, 



> CertoHm coOa,'] C. £.; be- 
fore 'certatim colla,' A. S, L, 
read 'certatim oscula defunct! 
ruerent;' D. reads 'certatim in 
oscula irruerent.' 

* Et post decem emnos ab onmt 
cmruptumis . . . archiepiscopium 
suum nobilitamt,'] The body of 
Aelfhe&h was translated from 
London to Canterbury in the 
year 1023. Osbeme also wrote 
a History of the Translation of 
Aelfhe&h's body. It is printed 
in the Anglia Sacra, pars ii. p. 
143, from the Cotton. MS. Tiber. 
D. III. 
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refugio. Rex interea strenuos, et pulchre ad 
dormiendum factus^ tanta negotia postponeos, 
oscitabat ; et si quando resipuerat ut yel cubito 
se attoUerety confestim, vel gravante desidia, vel 
adversante fortuna, in miserias recidebat. Exa- 
gitabant ilium umbrae fratemce^ diras exigentes 
inferias. Quis possit enumerare quotiens exer- 
citum congregayerit? ^quotiens naves fabricari 
jusserit ? quotiens duces undecunque evocaverit, 
et nihil unquam horum processerit? Nam ex- 
ercitus principe carens, et disciplinae militaris 
ignarus, aut ante congressionem dilabebatur, aut 
in ipso conflictu facile cedebat. Valet multum 
in bellis ducis praesentia, valet spectata in tali- 
bus audacia, valet usus et maxime disciplina; 
quibus, ut dixi, carens exercitus, provincialibus 
irrecuperabili dispendio, hostibus miserabili erat 
ludibrio. Est illud hominum genus^ si non co- 
erceatur ante bellum^ in rapinas promptum ; si 
non animetur in bello^ ad fugam pronum. Naves 
ad tutandam oram maritimam fabricatas^ cum in 
anchoris constitissent^ repente coorta tempestas 
corripuity et collisas inter se disjectis armamentis 
inutiles reddidit. Paucae, de reliquiis multanim 
factae, impetu cujusdam Wulnodi, quem rex ex- 
legatum ejecerat, submersae vel incensae, spem 
totius Angliae fefellerunt. Duces si quando ad 
concilium convenissent^ pars hoc^ pars illud eli- 
gere; vix^ aut nunquam, in bonam sententiam 
convenire. Magis enim de simultatibus domes- 
ticis quam de publicis necessitatibus consulta- 
bant. Jam vero si quid, urgente periculo^ utile 
et arcanum decrevissent, statim ad Danos per 
proditores deferebatur: nam praeter Elfricum, 
Elferii^ qui superiorem regem occiderat, succes- 

' Quotiens naves fabricari juiurit,] S, C. D. £.; omitted inA.L, 
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8orem, erat in talibus improbe idoneus Edricus, 
quern rex comitatui Merciorum prsefecerat ; faex 
hominum et dedecus Angloram, flagitiosus hel- 
luo, versutus nebulo^^cui nobilitas opes peper- 
erat^ 'lingua et audacia comparaverat. Hie dis- 
simulare cautus^ fingere paratus, consilia regis 
ut fidelis yenabatur, ut proditor disseminabat. 
Sespe, ad hostes missus pacis mediator, pugnam 
accendit. Cujus perfidia cum crebro hujus regis 
tempore, tum vel maxime sequentis apparuit: 
de qua posterius dicam. Solus ex omnibus 
comes OrientaUum Anglorum 'UlkiUus et tunc a.d. 1004. 
impigre contra invasores restitit ; ita ut, quamvis 
nomen yictoriae ad hostes concessisset, multo 
plus afflicti qui yicerant, quam qui yicti erant, 
aestimarentur. Nee sane piguit barbaros yeri- 
tatem confiteri, cum multotiens iUam yictoriam 
deplorarent. Et emicuit prascipue post mortem 
Edelredi yirtus comitis ^in illo bello quod omnem a.d. loie. 
florem proyinciae demessuit ; ubi et ipse a tergo 
circumyentus, dumcedere pudori ducit, audaciam 
regi sanguine peperit suo. Sed base postmodum. 
Tunc yero, ne quid miseriae regi Edelredo deesset, 
fame per totam Angliam debacchante, yulgus, 
quod bello reliquum erat, absumptum inedia. 
Hostes adeo libere in reg^one yagabantur, ut per 
quinquaginta millia prsedam per terram ad nayes 
conyectarent, nuUas proyincialium insidias for- 
midantes. His malis undique circum strepen- 
tibus, rursus consilium yolutabatur ut pecunia 
bellum leyaretur ; et factum est : nam prius 



> Cut nobiliULB,'] C. E, L, ; coi 
noQ nobilitas, A. S, D, 

* LinguaJ] C, E, L,; sed lin- 

gllfty A, S, D. 

* UlkiUus.'] Ulfcytel defeated 
the Danes near Thetford, A.D. 
1004. See Florence of Wor- 



cester, and Saxon Chron. AJ>. 
1004. 

* In itto bfUo quod omnem flo- 
rem yrovincia demesiuit,'] The 
battle fought at Ashingdon, in 
Essex, where Ulfcytel was slain, 
A.D. 1016. 
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viginti quatuor millia librse, mox tiigfinta millia 
datae ; quod quantum profecerit, sequens tempus 
ostendit. Veruntamen multa mihi cogitanti 
mirum yidetur cur homo, ut a majoribus accepi- 
mns, neque multum fatuus, neque ' nimis ignavus, 
in tam tristi pallore tot calamitatum yitam con- 
sumpserit. Cujus rei causam si quis me inter- 
roget, non facile respondeam ; nisi ducum defec- 
tionem, ex superbia regis prodeuntem. Illorum 
perfidiam sermo prseoccupavit : de ipsius inso- 
lentia nunc dicam, qua adeo intolerabilis erat ut 
nee propriis affectibus parceret. Nam prseter 
Anglos, quos nullis causis extantibus exhasre- 
dabat, vel afficto crimine opibus emungebat; 
praeter Danes, quos levibus suspicionibus 'omnes 
uno die in tota Anglia trucidari jusserat, — ubi 
fuit videre miseriam, dum quisque carissimos 
hospites, quos etiam arctissima necessitudo dul- 
ciores effecerat, cogeretur prodere, et amplexus 
gladio deturbare; praeter haec erg^ etiam in 
^uxorem adeo protervus erat ^ut vix eam cubili 
dignaretur, sed cum pellicibus volutatus regiam 
majestatem infamaret. Ilia quoque conscientiam 
alti sanguinis spirans in maritum tumebat, quod 
se nee pudor ingenuus, nee foecunditas commen- 
daret ; nam duobus liberis, ^Elfredo et Edwardo, 
penates yiri compleverat. ®£a fuerat filia Ri- 



^ Nimis."] C. D. E. ; multum, 
ji, S, L, 

' Omnes tmo die in tota An- 
glia trucidari juBserat,'] The mas- 
sacre of the Danes took place 
on the 13th of November in the 
year 1002. 

' Uxorem,'] Glossed In L, 
* Kmmam scilicet.' 

* Ut vix eam cubili dignareturj] 
A,C,D,E.L. ; ut eam vix digna- 
retur, S, 



' ElfredoJ] Aelfred was aftett- 
wards slain by the treachery of 
Earl Godwin. 

* Ea fuerat filia Ricardi c»- 
mitie Normamniie.'] Emma Aelf- 
giya. She married Aethelred in 
1002 ; and after his deatii she be- 
came the wife of King Cnut, in 
July 1017. She died in t059. 
Compare Encomium £mm«, 4to. 
Lond. 1783. 
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cardi comitis Normannise, filii Willelmi, qui post 
patrein quinquaginta duobus annis illi ducatui 
prsefuit, et ^ octavo decimo anno hujus regis yitam 
'terminavit. Jacet apud Fiscannum ccenobium, 
quod ipse, aliquantis redditibus ampliatum, regiila 
monastica per Willelmum quendam abbatem Di- 
yionensem insigpniverat. Vir eximius, qui etiam 
Edelredum ssepc injuriis pulsaverit: quod com 
auditum Romas esset, non passa sedes apostolica 
'duos Christianos digladiari, misit in Angliam 
Leonem Treverensem episcopom at pacem com- 
poneret ; cujus legationis epistola hsec est. 

EPISTOLA *J0HANNI8 PAVJE. 

§ 166. * ^Johannes quintus decimus, sanctae Ro- spistie of 
manae ecclesiae papa, omnibus fidelibus. Noverint ckoed xvi. 
omnes sanctae matris nostras ecclesias fideles, et 
nostri utriusque ordinis per clymata seculi dila- 
tati, qualiter nobis relatum est a compluribus de 
inimicitia Edelredi Saxonum Occidentalium regis 
necnon et Ricardi marchionis ; unde nimium 
tristis effectuSy utpote de filiis nostris spiritua* 
libusy tandem, inito salubri consilio, accersivi 
quendam apocrisiarium nostrum, Leonem vide- 
licet episcopum sanctao Treverensis ecclesiae, et 
misi eum illuc cum Uteris nostris exhortatoriis. 



' Octavo deeimo anno ht^us re- 
gis vitam termmamt,'} Richard 
died oa the 20th of Noyembery 
A.D. 996. 

*TerminamtJ] C, D. E. L.; 
finiyit, A. S. 

* Duos CkrigtioMot diglaHari.] 
S. C. D, E, L.\ duos duces 
Christianos inter se decertare, A, 

* Johannis papit,"] The rubric 
of E. erroneously adds, ' qui et 
Gert>ertusdictus est.' See note', 

p. art. 



^Johannes,'] S.CD.E.L,; Jo- 
hannes hi^us nonu'nis, A, — ^This 
is the epistle of Pope John XV, 
sometimes called XVI, who pre- 
sided from 985 to 996. John, 
son of Robert, was elected after 
the death of John XIV. (in 
March 985); but, dying before 
he was consecrated, he is not 
usually reckoned among the 
popes, although his successor is 
sometimes styled John XVI. 
He died previously to the month 
of July in the year 985. 
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ot resipiscerent ab hac snperstitione. Qui, trans- 
iens vastas intercapedines terramm, tandem ma- 
rinos transmeavit fines, et in die Natalis Do- 
mini pervenit ante conspectum regis prsefati, 
moxque ex parte nostra salutato obtulit literas 
quas illi miseramos ; qui, accersitis cunctis sui 
regni utriosqne ordinis fidelibus sapientioribus, 
ob amorem et timorem Dei omnipotentis, nec- 
non et sancti Petri apostolomm principis, et per 
nostram admonitionem patemam, firmissimam 
concessit pacem, cum omnibus filiis suis et 
filiabus prsesentibus et futuris, et cum omnibus 
fidelibus suis, sine dolo. Qua de re misit Edel- 
sinum sanctse Scirebumensis ecclesise prsesulem, 
necnon et Leofstanum filium Alfwoldi, atqne 
Wistani filium Edelnodum, qui transierunt ma- 
rinos fines, et pervenerunt usque ad Ricardum 
prsefatum marchionem. Qui et monita nostra 
pacifice suscipiens, simulque audiens decretum 
suprafati regis, libenti animo eandem pacem fir- 
mavit, cum filiis et filiabus suis praesentibus et 
futuris, et cum omnibus fidelibus suis, eo rationis 
tenore, ut, si aliquis eorum vel ipsi injuste all- 
quid contra alteram perpetraverint, digna emen- 
datione purgetur. Paxque maneat stabilis per- 
petualiter et inconvulsa, sacramentorum utiius- 
que partis stigmate stipulata. Ex parte sci- 
licet Edelredi regis, Edelsinus praesul sanctae 
Scireburnensis ecclesiae, et Leofstan Alfwoldi 
filius et Edelnodus Wistani filius : ex parte Ri- 
cardi, Rogerus episcopus, Rodulfus Hug^nis 
filius, Turstenc filius Turgis. Actum Rotomago 
kalend. Martii, anno abincarnatione Domini non- 
gentesimo nonagesimo'primo, indictione quarta. 



1 PrtMo.] A, S. C. E. L, ; omitted in D. 
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Et de hominibaa re^ vel inimicis sols nallam 
Ricardus recipiat, nee rex de sais, sine s^Ilo 
eoram.' 

DE 'gerberto. 
§ 167. 'Decedente boc JobaDne, successit Gre- o*A«t, m 
gorios. £i item Johannes aextus decimns. pop* bu- 
Illi Silvester, qui et Gerbertns, de quo non*" 
absardom erit (ut opinor) si litem mandemns 
quad per omniom ora Tolitant. Ex Gallia na- 
tus, monachus a pnero apod Floriacmn ado- 
levit: mox cam 'Pytagorlcum bivinm attics- 
set, sen ttedio monacbatas, sen gloriee cupidi- 
tate captna, nocte profugit Hispaniam, aoimo 
prfecipue intendens ot astrolt^am et cseteraa 
id genus artes a Saracenis edisceret. *Hispa- 



' Gtrbetlo,'] £. reads ' eodem 
Gerberto.' 

* DutdeMt kac Jakamit, ma- 
ceirit Gngtriiu. Ei Uem Jo- 
knau$ Mxliu decaau. lUi SH- 
totiter, fKi tt Gtrheriiu, it fw.] 
A. D. M. i De boo une Joluiiuie, 
qui etGerbeituB dictiuMt, S. C. 
E. F. G. K. i.— SoTBTil eariy 
and valuable MS9. read a> in the 
text i Lul E, the manuacript aiu- 
klly (bUowed, ood aome otlien, 
confound John XV, caUed XVI, 
with SilTeRter II. whoM name 
was Oertiert, and to whom all 
the legend! related of him b; 
Halmeibury are clearly intended 
to refer. Gerbert wu born in 
Anvergne, of an obscure family, 
and from hi* inbncr wu edu- 
cated in the abbey of AoriUac 
in AuTcrgne. He was after- 
wards abb£ of Bobio in Lorn- 
bardy, and then became chief of 
(he school of Rlieims, and arch- 
bishop of that see in the year 
093, from which he was remored 
by Pope John XV, called XVI, 
in BOS ; but in the year 0D8 fat 



■ he b 



n,)t< 

lined until he obtained the pa- 
ry. He was entlironed on the 
Wof July, AJ). D09. 

Pytagoruum bMwB.] The 
double path of Pythagoiai is re- 
[irt-wnted by the old Greek y, or 
hi: letter y. ' Pythagone iri- 
ium ramis patet ambiguis y.' 
^usonins, Idyll, de Litter. Mo- 
lusyU. XI1.9.) And Lacbutlu*, 
1 . 6, says, ' Dlcunt hnmanB 
an cnrsum y littene eue timl< 
cDi ; quia unusquisque fatMninum, 
:uiD prinum adolesctntieB limioi 
itligerit, et in eum locum tb- 
leril pMte* nbi m lia Bndit in 
imbas, (Virg, A. vt. 540,) hnreat 



' Hilpmia . . . m jas GaiiW— i 
cmutuerat,'] Spain was inradeil 
liy the Sueri, Vandali, Alanl, 
&c, in 4D9 ; and Adolphus, king 
of Qie Gotlu, marched into Spain 
A.O. 414. 
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Dia, olim multis annis a Romanis possessa, tem- 
pore Honorii imperatoris in jns Gothorum con- 
cesserat : Gothi, usque ad tempore beati Greg^o- 
rii 'Arriani, tunc per'Leandnim episcopum His- 
palis.et per 'Ricaredum reg:em fratrem 'Hermini- 
gildi, qaem pater oocte Paschali pro fidei con- 
fessione interfecerat, catholico choro uniti annt. 
Snccessit Leandro 'Isidoms, doctrina et sane- 
titate nobilis ; cujus corpus nostra tetate Alde- 
fonsus rex Galliciee Toletum tranatulit, ad pon< 
dus aoro comparatum. Saraceoi enim, qui Go- 
thos subjugrarant, ipsi quoqne a Karolo magno 
victi, Gfdliciom et Lnsitaniam, maximas Hispanias 
provincias, amisenmt. Possident usque hodje 
superiores regiones. Et sicnt Cbristiani Tole- 
tum, ita ipsi Hispalim, quam Sibiliam Tulgrariter 
vocant, caput regui habent, divinationibua et 
incantationibus more gentia familiari studentes. 
Ad hos igitur (ut dixi) Gerbertus perreniens, 
desiderio satisfecit. Ibi vicit scientia Ptholo- 



- 1 daaghter of Si^bert king of 

AngtraiitL InguDdii waa ptr- 

• Lmdnm tpanpum l/„- j »ecutod, md at length kiUed, bj 



polu.] L«ai>der, archbiahop of 



her hntbuid'l mother, od ai 



Se^Ue. I of bet Catholic faith. 

, t A rt archbiihop of Seville, eaaily per- 

Sieortdum.} A. p. E. *■■ ; aoaded Hemenegild to re*nit the 
Recharedum, C; Hichanliim, S. | trertmeDt of his bride, and aaairt- 
— Re<ared 11, son of Lrovimld, ed him in an attenipt to dethrone 
waa the firat Cathobc kinn vS t^ father. Hermenesild w». 
;^i Mewaa coni-erlid to llmi 1 1^^^ ^^ lentenced to death for 
laith between the years Sb(i ami hi, rebellion. TTie inflexible . 
B8B, and with him the «l.r.le of ,t«ncy with which be refnie 
the VuigoUu of Spain abjured 
the pnifesiion of Ariani^m. 

^Htmmigildi, qMem paler node 
PoacAoJi pra fidti anftasimt in- 
ter/tctral, J Hennene^ild, the 
eldest ion of Leorigild. He was 
inveited by hia bther with the 
royal diadem and the principa- 
lity of Boetica, and contrscled 
an alliance with tngundis, 



■tancy with which be refnied la 
accept the Aiian comBninioB, 
from which he had been con- 
Terted by Leuider, ai the price 
of his safety, procured for him 
the honour <^ being enroUed 
among (he taiati of the Romiab 

* /lidonu.] Isidore, archbishop 
of Seville duriog the aiith cen- 
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maeum in astrolabio, ^Alandrseom in astrorum 
interstitio, ^ Juliom Firmicum in fato. Ibi quid 
cantos et volatus avium portendat, didicit; ibi 
excire tenues ex inferno figuras; ibi postremo 
quicquid vel noxium vel salubre curiositas hu- 
mana deprehendit : nam de licitis artibus, arith- 
metical musica^ et astronomia, et geometria, nihil 
attinet dicere ; quas ita ebibit at inferiores in- 
genio suo ostenderet, et magna industria revo* 
caret in Galliam omnino ibi jam pridem obso- 
letas. ^Abacum certe primus a Saracenis ra- 
piens, regulas dedit quae a sudantibus abacistis 
yix intelliguntur. Hospitabatur apud quendam 
sectse illius philosophum, quem multis primo ex- 
pensiSy post etiam promissis^ demerebatur. Nee 
deerat Saracenus quin scientiam venditaret ; as- 
sidere frequenter, nunc de seriis, nunc de nugis 
coUoqui, libros ad scribendum prsebere. Unus 
erat codex, totius artis conscius, quem nulio 
modo elicere poteral. Ardebat contra Gerbertus 
librum quoquo modo ancillari. ^Semper enim in 
yetitum nitimur, et quicquid negatur pretiosius 
putatur. Ad preces ^ergo conversus orare per 



' Alandrttum.'] D. E. ; Alhan- 
draBum, A. £ 2. £. ; Alchan- 
draBom, C. ; Alcandraeum, S, 

^ Julium Firmieum.'] JulioB 
Finnicas Maternal, bishop of 
Milan aboat the middle of the 
fourth century. He wrote eight 
books on astronomy. 

' Abacum,'] Mr. Sharpe ob- 
lenres that die abacus was a 
counting-table : here it seems 
used metaphorically for arith- 
metic, Gerbert having written a 
treatise on arithmetic with that 
title. The authors of the Hist. Litt 
de la France, t. vi. understand 



him literally as stealing a book 
containing the principles of the 
science, and then confound this 
supposed book with the conjuring 
treatise mentioned below. They 
also seem very much displeased 
with Malmesbury for relating 
these tales of their countryman, 
and attribute them to Cardinal 
Benno ; but there is nothing of 
tliis kind in his work published 
by Goldastus, and in Brown's 
Fasciculus, 1. 1. 

* Semper . . . jnUahtr.'] Ovid. 
Amor. m. 4, 17. 

* Ergo.] A, S, C. D, <B 2. £. ; 
omitted in E. 
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Deum, per amicitiam, multa oflferre^ plura poUiceri. 
Ubi id parum procedit, nocturnas insidias tentat. 
Ita hominem (connivente etiam filia^ cum qua 
assiduitas familiaritatem paraverat,) vino iuva- 
dens, Yolumen sub cervicali positum arripuit, et 
fugit. lUe somno excussus, indicio stellarum, 
qua peritus erat arte, insequitur fugitantem. 
Profugus quoque respiciens, eademque scientia 
periculum comperiens, sub ponte ligueo, qui prox- 
imus, se occulit ; peudulus et pontem amplectens, 
ut nee aquam nee terrain tangeret. Ita qu»- 
rentis aviditas frustrata, domum revertit Turn 
GerbertuSy viam celerans, devenit ad mare. Ibi 
per incantationes diabolo accersito, perpetuum 
paciscitur hominium si se, ab illo qui denuo 
insequebatur defensatum, ultra pelagus eveheret. 
Et factum est. Sed hsec vulgariter ficta credi- 
derit aliquis, quod soleat populus literatorum 
famam Isedere, dicens ilium loqui cum dasmone 
quem in aliquo viderint excellentem opere. Unde 
Bocetius, in libro de Consolatione Pbilosophiae, 
queritur se propter studium sapientise de talibus 
notatum, quasi conscientiam suam sacrileg^o pol- 
luisset ob ambitum dignitatis. ' Non conyenie- 
bat/ ' inquit, ' vilissimorum me spirituum prsesidia 
captare, quem tu in banc excellentiam compo- 
nebas ut consimilem Deo faceres. Atqui hoc 
ipso videmur affines maleficio, quod tuis imbuti 
disciplinis, tuis instituti moribus sumus.' Hsec 
Bocetius. 'Mibi yero fidem facit de istius sacri- 



* InquitJ] Boethius de Coos. I jadgment The partiality^ how- 
Philoa. lib. i. p. 14. (Ghuguae, ever, for Pope SilTeater, (hehaT- 



8to. 1761.) 

' Mihi vera Jidem facit,'] Atten- 
tioii has been called to this pas- 
sage by a note in the Rec. des Hist 
de la France (torn, x.) harshly 



ing been the first Frenchman who 
attained the dignity of chief pon- 
tiff,) which the editor of that vo- 
lume acknowledges, may in aone 
measure explain and perfaiqps ex- 



censuring Malme8bury*8 want of I cuse the seTerity of the conmeot; 
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legio inaudita mortis excogitatio. Cur enim se 
morienSy at 'postea dicemus, excamificaret ipse 
sni corporis horrendus lanista, nisi novi sceleris 
conscius esset ? Unde in vetusto volumine quod 
in manus meas incidit^ ubi omnium apostolico- 
rum nomina continebantur et anni^ ita scriptum 
vidi: '^Silvester, qui et Gerbertus, annos qua- 
tuor, mensem unum^ dies decem : hie turpiter 
yitam suam finivit.' 

DE DISCIPULIS GERBERTI. 

§ 168. Gerbertus Galliam repatrians^ publicas- 
que scholas professus, artem magisterii attigit. 
Habebat conphilosophos, et studiorum socios, 
Constantinum abbatem monasterii sancti Maxi- 
miniy quod est juxta Aurelianis, ad quem edidit 
^regulas de abaco : Adelboldum episcopum, ut 
dicunty Winteburgensem, qui et ipse ingenii mo- 
nimenta dedit in epistola quam facit ad Ger- 
bertum ^de quaestione diametri super Macrobium, 
et in nonnullis aliis. Habuit discipulos prsedi- 
candaB indolis et prosapiae nobilis, Robertum 
filium Hugonis cognomento Capet, Otonem fili- 
um imperatoris Otonis. Robertus, postea rex 
FrancisB, magistro vicem reddidit, et archiepisco- 



although a disbelief in the reports 
of magic attributed to Gerbert 
as the means by which he ac- 
quired the papal chair might 
haTe been expressed with more 
courtesy to the author, who may 
be presumed to have acted from 
a motive similar to that assigned 
by the learned editor as his apo- 
logy for reprinting them : ' Hos 
iabnlosoSy et, ut ita dicamus, dia- 
bolicos de Gerberto rumores hie 
describimus, non ut pondus iis 
aliqnod addamus, sed ut a lee- 
tore nihil, sive vemm sive fal- 



sum, desideretur de tanto viro, 
qui e Galiis primus sunmii pon- 
tificatus apicem obtinuit.' 

1 Poitea dicetmu,'] § 172, p. 284. 

' SUvesteTf qui et GerbertuSf 
annoM quahtoTy metuem imtun, dies 
decern,] A. D, M, ; Johannes, qui 
et Gerbertus, menses decem, 8,C» 
E. F, G. K. L, See note >, p. 
271. 

' Regulas deabacoJ] See note ', 
p. 273. 

* De qudtitume diametri super 
Macrobium,'] Macrob. in Somn. 
Scip. I. 20. 

T 2 
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pum Remensem fecit. ' Extant apud illam eccle- 
siam doctrinae ipsius docninenta : 'horologium arte 
mechanica compositum ; organa hydraidica, ubi 
mirum in modum, per aquae calefactae violentiam^ 
ventus emergens implet concavitatem barbiti, et 
per multiforatiles tractus asreae fistulas modu- 
latos 'clamores emittunt. Et erat ipse rex in 
ecclesiasticis cantibus non mediocriter doctus ; et 
turn in hoc, turn in caeteris, multum ecclesias pro- 
fuit. Denique pulcherrimam sequentiam, ' Sanc- 
ti Spiritus assit nobis gratia/ et responsorium, 
' O Juda et Jerusalem/ contexuit, et alia plura, 
quae non me pigeret dicere si non alios pigeret 
audire. Otho, post patrem imperator Italian, 
Gerbertum archiepiscopum Ravennatem, et mox 
papam Romanum, creavit. Urgebat ipse for- 
tunas suas^ ^fautore diabolo^ ut nihil quod 
semel excogitasset imperfectum relinqueret 
Denique thesauros olim a gentilibus defossos, 
arte nigromantiae molibus eruderatis inyentos, 
cupiditatibus suis implicuit. Adeo improborum 
vilis in Deum affectus, et ejus abutuntur pati- 



■ Exfanl.] C. D. £. ; extant 
enim. A, S, L. — ^The editor of 
torn. X. of the Rec. des Hist, de 
la France assents to the truth of 
this statement. 

* HoroUfimm.'] Gerbert is by 
some supposed to have been the 
inventor of clocks ; but his claim 
to the honour of that invention 
has been denied by Ditmar of 
Merseburg, who states that the 
horologium which Gerbert placed 
in the cathedral was only a spe- 
cies of sun-dial. 

* CUmwrtB emtehcfie.] This 
seems to be an organ acting by 
the application of steam. It was 
perhaps a modification of the re- 
Tolving aeolipile, an instrument 



mentioned by Vitruvius. The 
asolipile usually consists of a 
spherical ball of metal, with a 
pipe or small bore, through 
which a Jet of steam may be 
impelled. The ball is then filled 
with water, and heat applied to 
its external suHSeuw : as soon as 
the water boils, the steam is im- 
pelled from the mouth of the 
tube with great violence, and 
the apparatus thus constructed 
forms a very good substitute for 
the ordinary bellows. 

^ FatUore diaboUt,'] MabiUon 
imagined that this fable origi- 
nated with Cardinal Benno, and 
was inconsiderately adopted by 
subsequent writers. 
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entia, quos ipse mallet redire quam perire. Sed 
reperit tandem ubi magister suus hsereret, et, at 
dici solet, quasi cornix comici ocolos effoderet, 
dum pari arte tentamentis ejus occurreret. 

QUOMODO GERBERTUS THESAUROS OCTOVIANI 

INVENIT. 

§ 169. Erat juxta Romam in campo Martio 
statua, serea an ferrea incertum mihi^ dextrse 
manus indicem digitum extentum habens, scrip* 
tum quoque in capite^ ' Hie percute.' Quod 
superioris aevi homines ita intelligendum rati 
quasi ibi thesaurum invenirent, multis secu- 
rium ictibus innocentem statuam laniaverant. 
Sed illorum Gerbertus redarg^t errorem, longe 
aliter ambiguitate 'absoluta: namque meridie, 
sole in centro existente, notans quo protendere- 
tur umbra digiti, ibi palum figit ; mox superveni- 
ente nocte, solo cubiculario laternam portante 
comitatusy eo contendit. Ibi, terra solitis artibus 
dehiscenSy latum ingfredientibus patefecit introi- 
tum : conspicantur ingentem regiam, aureos pa- 
rietesy aurea lacunaria^ aurea omnia; milites 
aureos aureis tesseris quasi animum oblectantes ; 
regem metallicum cum regina discumbentem, ap- 
posita obsonia, astantes ministros^ pateras multi 
ponderis et pretii, ubi naturam vincebat opus. 
In interiori parte domus carbunculus, lapis in- 
primis nobilis et parvus 'intuitu, tenebras noctis 
fagabat. In contrario ang^o stabat puer, arcum 
tenens extento nervo et arundine intenta. Ita 
in omnibus, cum oculos spectantium ars pretiosa 
raptaret, nihil erat quod posset tangi etsi posset 
yideri ; continuo enim ut quis manum ad con- 



' Abtoluta,] C. D, E, L. ; dis- 
aolata, S, ; obsoluta, A, 



* Intuitu,'] S» ; inventu, A, C. 
D, E. L, 
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tingendum aptaret, videbantor omnes illse ima- 
gines prosilire, et impetum in praesomptorem 
facere. Quo timore pressus Gerbertns, ambitnm 
soum fregit : sed non abstinoit cubicularins qoin 
mirabilis artificii cultellum, quern mensas impo- 
situm ^videret, abriperet; arbitratus scilicet, in 
tanta pra&da, parvum latrocinium posse latere. 
Verum mox omnibus imaginibus cum fremitn 
exsurgentibus, puer quoque, emissa amndine in 
carbunculum, tenebras induxit ; et, nisi ille moni- 
tu domini cultellum rejicere accelerasset, graTes 
ambo poenas dedissent. Sic insatiata cupidita- 
tis Yoragine, laterna gressus ducente, discessnm. 
Talia ilium adversis praestigiis machinatum fu- 
isse^ constans vulgi opinio 'est. Veruntamen, si 
quis verum diligenter exsculpat, videbit nee Salo- 
monem, cui Deus ipse dederit sapientiam, hujus- 
ce inscium commenti fuisse, ut enim ' Josephus 
auctor est : thesauros multos cum patre defodit 
in loculis^ qui erant (inquit) mechanico mode 
reconditi sub terra. Nee Hircanum, prophetia et 
fortitudine clarum, qui, ut obsidionis levaret in- 
juriam, de David sepulchro tria millia talenta 
auri arte mechanica emit, ut obsessori partem 
enumeraret, parte xenodochia construeret. At 
vero Herodes^ qui magis prsesumptione quam 
consilio idem aggredi voluerit, multos ex satel- 
litibus, igne ex interiori parte prodeunte, amiseiit. 
Prseterea cum audio ^ Dominum Jesum dicentem, 
* Pater mens usque modo operatur, et ego operor,' 
credo quod qui dederit Salomoni yirtutem super 
daemones, ut idem historiographus testatur, adeo 
ut dicat etiam suo tempore fuisse viros qui illos 



* Videret.] E.L, ; viderat, A.S. 
CD. 

* E»*.] S. C. D. E. L, ; ait, A. 
' Joiephtu ttuctor c«l.] Jose- 



phus, Antiq. Jud. lib. th. c. 16, 
lib. vin. c. 2. 

* DoMtMiHi.] A. S. C. D. E. ; 
Dominum meum, L. 
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ab obsessis corporibos expellerent^ apposito nari- 
biis patientis annulo habente sigillum a Salo- 
mone monstratum, credo, inquam, quod et isti 
banc scientiam dare potuerit, nee tamen affirmo 
quod dederit. 

QUOMODO QUIDAM THESAUROS OGTOVIANI 

QUJaSIERUNT. 

§ 170. Sed hsec lecturis relinquens, dicam quod a legend. 
a quodam loci nostri monacho, genere Aquitanico, 
aetate provecto, arte medico, in pueritia audisse 
me memini. ' Ego/ aiebat, ' septennis, despecta 
exilitate patris mei, municipis Barcinonensis ad- 
modum tenuis, transcendens nives Alpinas, in 
Italiam veni. Ibi, ut id setatis pusio, summa in- 
opia victum quaeritans, ingenium potius quam 
ventrem colui. 'Adultus multa illius terrse mira- 
cula oculis ^hausi, et memoriae mandavi: inter 
quae vidi montem perforatum, ultra quem accolae 
ab antiquo aestimabant thesauros Octoviani re- 
conditos. Ferebantur etiam multi causa scru- 
tandi iugressi per anfractus, et semetra yiarum 
intercepti perisse. Sed, quia nuUus fere timor 
avidas mentes ab incoepto revocat, ego cum so- 
dalibus meis, viris circiter duodecim, sen praedandi 
seu videndi studio, illud iter meditabar aggredi. 
Itaque Daedali secuti ingenium, qui Theseum de 
labjrrintho filo eduxit praevio, nos quoque glomus 
ingens portantes paxillum in introitu fiximus : 
ibi principio fili ligato, accensis latemis ne praeter 
devia etiam caecitate impediremur, devoluto glo- 
mere, et per unumquodque milliarium paxillo 
apposito, sub cavema montis quomodocunque 
iter nostrum direximus. Caeca erant omnia, et 



« AdultMs.] A. C. D. E. L. ; 
adultus auteoiy S. 



" HaMt.] S. C. D. E. L. ; U- 
t>aviy A, 
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mag^ horroris plena ; vespeitiliones, de conca- 
vis egredienteSy oculos et ora infestabant; semi- 
ta arcta, et a laeva praecipitio et sabterlabente 
fluvio timenda. Vidimus tramitem Testitnm 
nudis ossibos : fleTimos cadavera tabo adhuc 
fluentia hominam, qnos eadem quae nos spes 
raptassety post montis introitnm non yalentinm 
invenire exitom. Sed tandem aliquando, post 
multos timoreSy ad egressnm olteriorem perveni- 
entes, vidimus stagnum placidum aquis crispan- 
tibusy ubi ' dulcibus illisa lapsibus alludebat unda 
littoribus ; pons aereus utramque ripam continu- 
abat : ultra pontem visebantur mirae magnitudi- 
nis equi aurei, cum assessoribus aeque aureis, et 
caetera quae de Gerberto dicta sunt; in quibus 
die medio Phoebi jubar infusum^ duplicato ful- 
gore oculos intuentium hebetabat. Nos qui *hsdc 
eminus yidentes propiori aspectu delectaremur, 
asportaturi, si fors sineret^ aliquam splendidi me- 
talli crustam. Hortamine altemo animati stag- 
num transire paramus ; sed nequicquam. Dum 
enim quidam, caeteris praeruptior, citeriori margini 
pontis pedem imponeret^ continuo (quod mirum 
auditu sit) illo depresso, ulterior elevatus est, 
producens msticum aereum cum aereo malleo, 
quo ille undas verberans, ita obnubilavit aera ut 
diem coelumque ^subtexeret. Retracto pede, pax 
fuit : tentatum idem a pluribus, idemque expertum. 
Itaque, desperato transitu, aliquantulum ibi con- 
stitimus ; et, quamdiu potuimus, solo saltern visu 
libavimus aurum. Mox, per vestigia fili regressi, 
pateram argenteam reperimus; qua in frusta 
desecta, et minutatim partita, pruritum aviditatis 



> Duleilms iUim Upnbtu.^ C. 
D. E, L,; dulcibus illis allap- 
sibus, S, A. 



• Higc,'] A. S. C. D. E2.L.; 
omitted in E. 

> Subiexeret,^ C. D. E. ; sab- 
texerit, A, E2,; subteienU, S. 
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nostra tantummodo irritantes, non etiam fami 
fecimus satis. Postero die, coUato consilio, ma- 
gistrum quendam illius temporis ^ adiyimus, qui 
dicebatur nomen Domini ineffabile scire : inter- 
rogatos scientiam non inficiatur, adjiciens quod 
tanta esset ejus nominis virtus, ut nidla ei magia, 
nulla mathesis, obsistere posset. Ita multo pretio 
redemptus, jejunus et ^confessus, nos eodem modo 
paratos duxit ad fontem. De quo hausta aqua 
in fiala argentea, tacens digitis literas figurabat, 
donee oculis intelleximus quod ore effari nequi- 
remus. Tunc fiducialiter ad montem accessimus ; 
sed exitum ulteriorem a daemonibus credo obsti- 
patum offendimus, invidentibus scilicet nomini 
Domini, quod eorum commenta refelleret. Venit 
mane ad me nigromanticus Judseus, quem au- 
dita gestorum fama exciverat; percunctatusque 
rem, ubi socordiam nostram accepit, multo ca- 
chinno bilem succutiens, " Quin tu," inquit, " vi- 
deas, licebit, quantum potentia meae artis valeat." 
Et incunctanter montem introiens, non multo 
post egressus est, multa quae ultra fluvium no- 
taveram ad indicium transitus sui afferens, pul- 
verem sane locupletissimum, quo quicquid con- 
tingeretur in aurum flavescebat; non quod ita 
pro vero esset, sed quia ita yideretur quoad 
aqua dilueretur: nihil enim quod per nigro- 
mantiam fit potest in aqua aspectum intuentium 
fallere. Confirmat veritatem sermonis mei, res 
quae tempore eodem acciderat.' 



> Adhrimtu,'] C, E, L. ; andi- 
Timus, A, S,D, 



* Cm^ettuiJ] A, S. C. D. E, ; 
confusoB, L, 
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Another le- 
gend* 



DB ANIGULIS QUiE JUVBNBM ASINUM VIDBRI 

PBCBRUNT. 

§ 171. ' Erant in strata pnblica^ qua Romam 
itnr, duae aniculae, quibos nihil ^bibacins, nihfl 
'impudicios, uno commorantes tug^o, uno im- 
butae maleficio. Hse hospitem, si qnando solns 
snperveniebat, vel equum, vel suem, vel qnodlibet 
aliud videri faciebant; et mercatoribos vennm 
proponebant, nuinmos inde acceptos ^ ingnrgitan- 
tes. Et forte qnadam nocte quendam ephoebum, 
qui motibus histrionicis victom exigeret, exdpi- 
entes hospitio, asinum yideri fecerunt ; magnum 
suis commodis emolumentum habentes asinum 
qni transeontium detineret oculos miraculo ges- 
tuum, quocunque enim modo prsecepisset anus, 
movebatur asinus. Nee ^enim amiserat intelli* 
gentiam, ^etsi amiserat loquelam. Multnm ita- 
que quaestum conflaverant Yetaled, undique con-' 
fluente multitudine vulgi ad spectandos ludos 
asini. Rumor vicinum divitem advocayit ut 
quadrupedem non pauculis nummis in usus suos 
transferret; admonitus ut, si perpetuum Tellet 
habere histrionem, arceret eum ^aqua. Gustos 
ergo appositus mandatum severe exequebatur. 
Praeteriit plurimum tempus : asinus, quando te- 
mulentia dominum in gaudium excitasset, con* 
vivas jods suis laetificabat. Sed, sicut renun 
omnium fastidium est, dissolutius post haec haberi 
coepit ; quapropter ^cautiorem nactus custodiam. 



1 Bibacius.'] S. C. D. E. L. ; 
libatiuSy A, 

' Impudiciua,'] D, ; pudicitius, 
E, ; pudicius, Cl. ; impudici- 
tiu8, C 2. ; putidius, A.S. L. 

' IngurgUanUa.] C. D. E, ; 
abligurientes, A, 8, L, 



^ fniffi.] C. D. E, ; omitted in 
A, S, L, 

* Etn.] A,S.C. E. L. ; etiam- 
si, D. 

* Aqua,"] Glossed in L. ' ab 
scilicet.' 

^ IncatUiorem,'] Glossed in L, 
' t. f. minus cautam.' 
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abrupto loro effugiens, in proximum lacum se 
projecit^ et, diutius in aqua volutatus^ figuram 
sibi humanam restituit. Gustos ab obviis scis- 
citatus, illumque vestigiis insecutus, interrogat 
an vidisset asinum : refert ille se asinum fuisse, 
modo hominem, omnemque casum exponit. Mi- 
ratus famulus ad dominum detulit; dominus ad 
apostolicum Leonem, dico nostro seculo sanctis- 
simum; convictse anus idem fatentur. Dubi* 
tantem papam confirmat Petrus Damianus^ lite- 
raturse peritus, non minim si base fieri possint ; 
productoque exemplo de 'Simone Mago, qui 
Faustinianum in Simonis figura yideri^ et a filiis 
horreri fecit, instructiorem de csetero in talibus 
reddidit.' 



DE CAPITE STATUS LOQUBNTIS. 

§ 172. Haec Aquitannici verba ideo inserui, ne oerbert't 
cui mirum yideatur quod de Gerberto fama dis- statue."^ 
persit; fudisse sibi statuae caput, certa inspec- 
tione syderum, cum videlicet omnes planetae ex- 
ordia cursus sui meditarentur, quod non nisi 
interrogatum loqueretur, sed verum vel affirma- 
tive vel negative pronunciaret. Verbi gratia, 
*diceret Gerbertus, * Ero apostolicus V responderet 
statua, ' Etiam.' ' Moriar antequam cantem mis- 
sam in Jerusalem V ' Non.' Quo ilium ambi- 
guo deceptum ferunt, ut nihil excogitaret poeni* 
tentisB qui animo blandiretur suo de longo tem- 
pore vitae; quando enim lerosolymam ire deli* 
beraret ut mortem stimularet ? Nee providit 



' Simone MagoJ] In the fabu- 
lous itinerary of St. Peter^ falsely 
attributed to Clemens Romanus, 
Simon is represented as causing 
Faustinianus to assume his coun- 
tenance, by rubbing his face with 
a medicated unguent, to the 



great alarm of his sons, who 
mistook him for Simon, and fled, 
until recalled by St. Peter. 
(Sharpe, 208.) 

* Diceret.] C. E, L, ; cum di- 
ceret. A, S, D, 
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quod est Ronue ecclesia Jerusalem dicta, id est, 
Visio pads ; quia quicunqne illoc conAigerity cu- 
jusGonqae criminis obnoxius, sabsidimn inTenit 
Hanc in ipsius orbis rodimentis Asylum accepi- 
mus dictam,qiiod ibi Romulus, nt angeret ciTium 
nomerum, statoisset omniom reomm refb^nm. 
IIm cantat missam papa tribns Dominicis qoibns 
pnetitulatiir Statio 'ad Jerusalem. Qnodrca, 
cum nno 'illorum dierom Gerbertns ad missam se 
pararet, inyaletudinis ictus ingemoit, eademqne 
crescente decnboit ; consolta statua, deceptionem 
et mortem saam cognovit. Advocatis igitnr car- 
dinalibos, din facinora sua deplorayit: qnibns 
inopinato stnpore 'percnssis, nee aliqnid referre 
Talentibns, ille insaniens, et prae dolore ratione 
hebetata, minntatim se dilaniari et membratim 
foras projici jnssit ; ' Habeat/ inqniens, * mem- 
bromm officium qui eorum qusesivit hominium; 
namque animus mens nunquam illud adamavit 
^sacramentum, imo sacrilegium/ 

§ 173. Et quia diverticulum feci, puto non in- 
honestum si dicam quod in Saxonia tempore 
regis istius accidit, et non adeo notum, anno Do- 
minican incamationis millesimo duodecimo. Me- 
lius est interim spatiari in talibus, quam immorari 
in ejus rebus, et ig^avis et tristibus. Quod pro- 
fecto erit jocundius si ab antiquitate scriptum 
iUius, qui passus est, apposuero; simul et pro- 
pius vero videbitur quam si meis texuissem li- 
teris. Praeterea non indecens ^aestimo si multi- 
colori stylo varietur oratio. 



1 Ad,'\ A. S. D. L. ; omitted 
in C. E, 

* lUomm.'] C. D. E, ; eomin, 
A, S» It, 

' PercuuU,^ S, E. ; perculsifly 
A. C. D, L. 



* SaeramentumJ] Glossed in L. 
< praestitam scilicet diabolo.* 

* ^tiimo.'\ C. D. E, L. M. ; 
opinor, A. S, 
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DB VIRIS BT PiEMlNIS CHOREAS DUCENTIBUS. 

§ 174. ' Ego ^ Otbertus peccator, et, si vellem a ieg«id. 
celare quod in me factum est diyinum judicium, 
membrorum meorum tremor proderet ; quod 
quemadmodum factum sit referam, ut omnibus 
innotescat quanta sit poena inobedientise. Era- 
mus, ad vigilias Natalis Domini, in villa quadam 
Saxoniae ubi erat ecclesia Magni martyris : pres- 
byter nomine Rotbertus missam primam inchoa- 
verat. Ego in coemiterio cum sodalibus octo- 
decim, viris quindecim, foeminis tribus, choreas 
ducens, et cantilenas seculares perstrepens, ita 
sacerdotem impediebam ut ipsa verba nostra in- 
tra sacrosancta missarum solemnia resonarent. 
Quocirca, mandato nobis ut taceremus et ne- 
glecto, imprecatus est, dicens, ** Placeat Deo 
et sancto Magno ut ita cantantes permaneatis 
usque ad annum!" Verba pondus habuerunt. 
Filius presbyteri Johannis sororem suam nobis- 
cum cantantem per brachium arripuit, statimque 
illud a corpore avulsit, sed gutta sanguinis non 
exiit. Ipsa quoque toto anno nobiscum per- 
mansit choros ducens, et cantans: pluvia non 
cecidit super nos ; frigus, *non calor, nee fames, 
nee sitis, nee lassitudo nos affecit ; indumenta nee 
calceamenta nostra attrivimus ; sed quasi ve- 
cordes cantitabamus. Primum ad genua, mox 
ad femora, terras dimersi sumus. Fabrica tecti 
aliquando nutu Dei super nos erigebatur, ut plu- 
vias arceret. Tandem, evoluto anno, Herbertus, 
ciyitatis Coloniensis episcopus, a nodo quo manus 
nostras ligabantur nos absolvit, et ante altare 
sancti Magni reconciliavit. Filia presbyteri cum 



> otbertus,'] A. C. D. E. L. ; 
Ethelbertus, 8. 



* Nfm.'] C. D. E.; nee, A. 
S.L. 
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aliis duobus continuo efflavit, ca^teri continois 
tribos diebus et noctibus donnivimus ; aliqui post- 
ea obierunt et miraculis coroscanty caeteri poe- 
nam suam tremore membrorum produnt/ Datas 
sunt nobis hae literae a domino Pere^rino, 'beati 
Herberti successore, anno Dominican incama- 
tionis millesimo tertio decimo. 

DB BPISCOPO TURPISSIMO ET RBUGIOSO, BT 

MONACHA INCBSTA. 

A i«K«id. § 175. In hac urbe (quae, olim Ag^ppina ab 

Agrippa genero Augusti dicta^ postea a Trajano 
imperatore Colonia denominata est, 'quod, in im- 
perium allectus, colonias ciyium Romanonun eo 
deduxerit,) — ^in hac, inquam, ciyitate fait episco- 
pus quidam, praeclarus religione quamvis turpis 
corpore, cujos unum miraculom, quod moiiens 
praedixit, referam; si prios dixero, quam inso- 
litus casus eum in tanto culmine fastigaTerit. 
Imperator terrae illius, Dominica ilia quae vo- 
catur Quinquagesima, yenatum pergens, solus ad 
Oram sylyae devenit, omnibus comitibus disper- 
sis, juxta quam habebat ecclesiam ille presbjrter 
agrestis, deformis sane, et pene portentum na- 
turae. Imperator, militem se mentitus, suppli- 
citer missam rogat; ille confestim parat: alter 
interea volvebat animo quare Deus, a quo for- 
mosa cuncta procedunt, tam deformem hominem 
sacramenta sua conficere sineret. Mox cum ad 
versum tractus ventum esset, ' Scitote quoniam 
Dominus ipse est Deus,' sacerdos, socordiam 
pueri familiaris increpitans, respexit, et concita- 
tiori voce, quasi cogitanti imperatori responderet, 
dixit, * Ipse fecit nos, et non ipsi nos/ Quo dicto 



* BeatL'] C. D. E. ; omitted in 
A., S, L, 



^Quod.] E.; quod ibi, A. S. 
C. D. L. 
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^repercussos imperator, propheticum virum ses- 
timans, invitum et renitentem sublimavit in 'ar- 
chiepiscopium : quod tamen semel sosceptum dig- 
nis moribus honestavit ; bene agentes blande ap- 
pellare, improbos excommunicationis stigmata 
inurere^ sine ^personamm acceptione. Multa il- 
liiis acta constanter accolae praedicant, quorum 
anum pro suscepti operis breTitate lector per- 
curret. In monasterio sanctimonialium urbis 
illius erat yirgo quaedam, quae illic magis pa- 
rentum officio, quam bonae yitae studio, adole- 
Terat : haec et speciei lenocinio, et dulci ad omnes 
^colloquio, amatores inyitabat ; sed cum caeteri vel 
timore Dei, vel pro infamia seculi, cupiditates 
suas cohiberent, unus, quem opum congeries et 
alta progenies in proterviam accenderant, abrupit 
quod legis, quod justitiae, puellae ^virginal ex- 
pugnare ausus, abductamque domum loco justae 
conjugis habuit. Transiit multum tempus in ab- 
batissae precibus, in propinquorum admonitio- 
nibus, ne tam fcedo facinori assuesceret : ille, sur- 
dis auribus admonentes transiens, velut pelagi 
rupes immota resistit. Ac tum forte antistes 
aberat, curiae curis implicitus ; regresso res nun- 
ciatur : mandat ille continuo ut ovis ovili resti- 
tuatur ; ita, multis verbis ultro citroque habitis, 
mulier monasterio redditur ; sed non multo post, 
abscessu pontificis ancupato, abripitur. Tunc in 
delinquentem excommunicatio promulgatur, ita 
ut nidlus ciyium cum eo colloqui, nuUus convi- 
Tari auderet : quam ille injuriam parvi pensans. 



' Repercusstu."] E. ; repercul- 
8118, A. C, D. L,; perca88a8, S. 

^ ArchiepUcopium^ L. ; archi« 
episcopum, j1. £.; archiepisco- 
patam, D, ; episcopum, C. ; ar- 
chiepiscopum Colonie, S, 



• Pemmarum.^ S, C. D. E. ; 
pereonae, A, L, 

< CoUoquio.^ S. C. D. E. ; allo- 
quio, A, L. 

* Virginal.] E, L. ; virgina- 
lem aulam, D. ; Yirginale, S, 
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in prsedja juris sui longe abiit, non ut prseceptum 
foTeret, sed ut arbitrium fugeret; ibi cum ex- 
communicata sua Titam transigens^ homo fac- 
tiosus et potens. Sed cum Deus episcopum ad 
superos evocaret, et gravi dolore membra de- 
pastus in lecto decumberet, convenerunt undi- 
que compatriotae ut extremae benedictioni beati 
viri communicarent ; solus ille venire non prse- 
sumens, subomavit aliquos qui pro se loque- 
rentur. Ejus nomen auditum primo pontifex 
gemitu excepit, inde subjecit verba ; verba ipsa 
dicturus sum. ' Si miser ille maledictam ' muli- 
erem deseruerit, sit absolutus ; si perstiterit, pos- 
teriori anno hac eadem die et bora qua ego de- 
cedam, sit ante Deum reddere rationem paratus : 
videbitis autem me quando sig^um ad sextam 
insonuerit efflare/ Nee fides verbis defuit5 nam 
et iste bora qua praedixerat defunctus ; et ille, 
anno evoluto, eadem die et bora cum amica ful- 
mine ictus exanimatus est. 

QUOMODO 8WANUS INVITATUR UT AN6UAM 

VENIAT. 

8w«yii is- § 176. At vero *rex Ethelredus, martyrizato. Hit 
iuS A.a'' praediximus, sancto Elfego, dedit episcopatum 
^^^^ cuidam ^episcopo Livingo. Resederat autem in 
Anglia TurLillus Danus, qui fuerat incentor ut 
lapidaretur archiepiscopus ; habebatque Orien- 
tales Anglos suae voluutati parentes. Nam cae- 
teriy dato ab Anglis octo millium librarum tri- 
buto, per urbes et agros, quo quisque commodins 



' Myiierem,'] A,D,E,L.; mu- 
lierem illam, C. S, 

* i2«x.] A. S. D. £2. L.; 
omitted in C. £. 

* Vt fnediximus,^ See § 166, 
p. 265. 



^ EpUcopo LvnMgo,'\ Lyfing, 
formeriy called Aethelstan, was 
translated from Wells to Canter- 
bury in the year 1019 : he died 
12th June 1020. 
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poterat, dilapsi ; quindecim eomm naves, cum 
hominibus, regis fidem secutas. Turkillus interea 
regem patrise suae Suanom nunciis accersit ut 
Angliam yeniat ; praBclaram esse patriam et opi- 
mam, sed regem stertere : ilium, Veneri vinoque 
studentem, nihil minus quam bellum cogitare; 
quapropter odiosum suis, ridiculum alienis : duces 
invidos ; provinciales infirmos, primo stridore li- 
tuorum prselio cessuros. 

§ 177. Erat 'Suanus in sanguinem pronus, nee 
ei magno hortamento opus fuit: navibus itaque 
paratis, transitum maturavit; Sandwic vocatur 
portus ubi appulit, ultionem prsecipue Gunhildis 
sororis intendens animo. Hsec, non illepida^ 
formsB virago, Angliam cum Pallingo marito po- 
tent! comite yenerat ; et, accepta Christianitate, 
obsidem se Danicae pacis fecerat. Eam cum 
caeteiis Danis infaustus fiiror Edrici decapitari 
jusserat, pronunciantem quod sui sanguinis effu- 
sio magno toti Angliae foret dispendio. Et ilia 
quidem mortem prassenti tulit animo, quia nee 
moritura expalluit, nee mortua, consumpto etiam 
sanguine, vultum amisit; occiso prius ante ora 
marito, et filio, commodae indolis puero, quatuor 
lanceis forato. Tunc ergo Suanus, per Orientales Northam- 
Anglos profectus in Northanhimbros, ditioni eos mit to Mm, 
suae sine pugna subdidit; non quod in illorum 
mentibus genuinus ille calor, et dominorum im- 
patiens, refriguerit, sed quod princeps eorum 



* Atojiitf.] The massacre of 
the Danes on St. Brice's day, 
A.D. 1002, and the murder of 
Ganilhda, the sister of Sweyn, 
was long remembered by the 
Danes as an incentive to their 
hatred of the Saxon name. The 
attack made on England by the ' ed in July 1013. 

U 



Danish king in the following 
year would scarcely be consi- 
dered ample rerenge for so great 
an injury, and Sweyn continued 
to infest the English coast from 
that time until his death. The 
landing at Sandwich was effect* 
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EepolMd 
ftom Lon- 
don, A.D. 
1013. 



' Uhtredus primus exemplum defectionis dederit 
Illis sub jugum missis, caeteri quoque omnes po- 
puli qui Angliam ab aquilone inhabitant yecti- 
gal et obsides dederunt. Mox ad australcs re- 
giones venienSy Oxenefordenses et Wintonienses 
leges suas adorare coegit; soli * Londonienses, 
regem legitimum intra moenia tutantes, portas 
occlusenmt. Dani contra ferocius assistentes, 
spe glorias virtutem alebant: oppidani in mor- 
tem pro libertate ruebant, nullam sibi Teniam 
futuram arbitrantes si regem desererent, quibus 
ipse yitam suam commiserat. Ita cum utrinque 
acriter certaretur, justior causa victoriam habuit; 
ciyibus magna ope conantibus, dum unusquisque 
sudores suos principi ostentare, et pro eo pul« 
chrum putaret emori. Hostium pars prostrata, 
pars in flumine Tamensi necata, quod praecipiti 
furore pontem non exspectavissent. Lacero ag- 
mine petit Suanus Bathoniam; ibi Ethelmenu^ 
ocddentalis regionis comes, cum suis omnibus 
Retreat of mauus ci dcdlt. Ncc adhuc flecterentur Londo- 
thoistoof nienses, tota jam Anglia in clientelam ilUus in- 
1013. ' clinata, nisi Ethelredus praesentia eos destitueret 
sua; quippe homo inertiae deditus, et formidine 
meritorum nullum sibi fidelem 'metiens, bellique 
et obsidionis necessitatem subterfugiens, illos 
fuga sua reliquit in medio : quocirca, rebus ex- 
tremis medenteSy compatriotamm exemplo se 
dedidere. Laudandi prorsus viri, et quos Mara 
ipse coUata non sperneret hasta si ducem habu- 
issent; cujus dum yel sola umbra protegeren- 
tur, totius pugnae aleam, ipsam etiam obsidio- 



' VhtreduM primui exemplum 
dtfectionU dederit,'] Uhtred and 
the Northumbrians submitted to 
Sweyn in lOlS. 

' Londoniemea . . . occluurunt.'] 



Sweyn was repulsed from Lon- 
don by Aethelred and Turcytell 
in 1013. 

* Metiens,'] C. JD. E, L. ; me- 
tuens, A, 
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nem, non paucis mensibus luserant. lUe interea, 
natoralis desidise conscientiam excitans, ab urbe 
profiigit; cumque clandestinis itineribus Ham^ 
tanam venisset, inde Wehtam enavigavit. Ibi 
abbates et episcopos, qui nee in tali necessitate 
dominum suum deserendum pntarent, in banc 
conyenit sententiam. Viderent quam in angusto 
res essent suse et suorum; se perfidia ducum 
avito extorrem solio, et opis egentem alienee, in 
cujus manu aliomm solebat salos pendere ; qnon- 
dam monarcham et potentem, modo misernm et 
exulem. Dolendam sibi banc commntationemy 
quia facilius toleres opes non habnisse, qoaiti 
habitas amisisse ; pudendam Anglis eo magis, 
quod deserti docis exemplom proceBSUrom sit in 
orbem terranim. Illos amore sui sine sumptibus 
Yoluntariam subeantes fligam, domos et facili- 
tates suas prsedonibus exposuisse, in arcto esse 
victom omnibus, vestitum deesse pluribus : pfo- 
bare se quidem fidem illorum, sed non reperire 
salutem ; adeo jam subjugata terra, observari 
littora ut nusquam sine periculo sit exitus. 
Quapropter consulerent in medium quid cense- 
rent faciendum. Si maneant, cavendum plus a 
civibus quam ab hostibus. Forsan enim cru*- 
cibus suis novi domini gratiam mercarentur; et 
certe occidi ab hoste 'titulatur fortunse, prodi a 
cive addicitur ignayise. Si ad exteras gentes 
fugiant, glonsd fore dispendium ; si ad notas, me- 
tuendum ne cum fortuna 'colorent animum. Ple- 
rosque enim probos et illustres viros hac occa*> 
sione ceesos : experiendam tamen sortem, et ten- 
tandum pectus Ricardi Normannorum ducis ; 
qui si sororem et nepotes non ingrato animo sus- 



* TUuhtur.'] C, D, E. ; titu- ' Cohrent.l E. L. ; colerent, 
Untur, A.S, A. S, JD. ; tollemit, C. 

u 2 
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ceperit, se quoque non aspemanter protectamm. 
' Vadabitnr enim/ inquit, ' mihi meam salutem 
conjugi et liberis impensus favor. Quod si ille 
adversum pedem contulerit, non deeiit mihi ani- 
mus, plane non deerit, quin malim hie gloriose 
onMn oecnmbere quam illie ignominiose vivere. Quo- 
iMTtwo Mmt drea hoe interim mense Augusto, dum elementior 
Nonnmndy. auiu eomponit pelagus, Emma ad fratrem na- 
viget, eommunia pignora apud eum depositura ; 
sint eomites eorum ^episeopus de Donelmo et 
abbas de Burgo. Ego hie usque ad Natale 
Domini manebo; si bona nuneiayerint, subsequu- 
turus continue/ 

§ 178. Soluto conventu paretur ab omnibus : 
navigant iUi Normanniam, ipse serense fam» 
ayidus interim residet. Mox a transmarinis 
nunciatum partibus, Ricardum suscepisse so- 
rorem mag^a alacritate ; regem quoque invitare, 
ut sues dignetur lares. Ita ^Ethelredus, mense 
Januario Normanniam Teniens, miserias suas 
f^Mamit or sedulitate hospitis consolatus est. Erat ille ^ Ri- 

tli« Dnkw of '^ 

Nonnnidjr. cardus filius Ricardi primi, qui felicitate et pro- 
bitate sua patrem aequarit; certe in Dei rebus 
major. Coenobium Fiscannense, quod pater in- 
choaverat, ad summam manum evexit. Oratio- 
nibus et frugalitati adeo intentus, ut nullum mo- 
nachum, nullum heremitam desiderares. Humi- 
litate cemuus, ut lacescentium cervicositates pa- 



' Ejnicitfnu de Duiulmo et ab- 
has de Banyo. ] According to 
Florence of Worcester, it was 
Aelfhnn, bishop of London, who, 
with Aelfsine, abbot of Peter- 
boro', accompanied Emma and 
her two sons, Eadward and Ael- 
fred, into Normandy. See also 
Sax. Chron. A.D. 1013. 

* EtkelredtUf metue Januario 



Normanniam vement.} Ist Jan. 
A.D. 1014. 

' RicardaaJUtui Rieatiipnmuj 
Richard II, called Le Bon, snc- 
ceeded his father in 906. Se- 
veral authorities state that be 
died on the 2Srd of August 10S7 ; 
but William of Jumi^ges places 
his death in 1026, as does also a 
more ancient author. (Acta SS. 
Bened. s«c. iii. p. 970^ 
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tientia sibi substerneret. Denique fertar quod 
noctibus, custodias famulorum fallens^ incomi- 
tatus ad matntinas monachorum yenire solitus 
fuerit, ' genuflexibus usque ad luccm incumbens. 
Id praesertim apud Fiscannium exercens, quadam 
nocte matnrius se agebat; cumqne inveDusset 
ostium obseratum^ excusso violentius pessnlo^ so- 
porem sacristae turbavit. Ille^ miratus in tali 
noctis horrore pulsantis strepitum, surrexit, ut 
yideret tarn audacis facti conscium ; reperiensque 
ut yidebatur rusticum, plebeio tectum amictu, 
non potuit animo suo imperare ut manibus tem- 
peraret^ sed, yehementi felle commotus^ crinem 
inyadit, multosillustriyiro colaphos infringens : 
durat ille incredibili patientia, nee mutire dig- 
natus. Postero die in capitulo querelam de- 
ponit ; iraque simulata^ monachum ad yicum Ar- 
gentias sibi praecepit occurrere^ minitans se ul- 
turum in ejus peryicacia, quod tota loqueretur 
Gallia. Die dicta monacho astante, et prae metu 
pene exanimato^ rem proceribus exponit^ atroci- 
tatem facti per amplificationem exaggerans ; co- 
nantem reum respondere callidis objectionibus 
aliquandiu suspendit. Postremo, ut jocundior 
esset miserationis materia, ab optimatibus judi- 
catum clementer absolyit, totumque yicum ilium, 
qui optimi yini ferax esse dicitur, cum appendi- 
tiis suis, officio* ejus addixit; pronuncians mona- 
chum esse optimum, qui, bene custodiens munus 
injunctum, 'nee percitus ira laxayerit silentium. 
^Post yig^nti octo annos ducatus mortis yiam in- 



> GenuJUxibus.^ C. D. E, M, ; 
genoflexionibus, A, 8, L. 

« Ejus.'] A. C. D. E. L, ; eju»- 
dem sacristae, iS. 

' Nee percUus,'] This anecdote 
of Richard II, duke of Norman- 
dy, has been cited as a singalar 



example of the manners of the 
age. (Prol. Rec. des Hist, de la 
France, tom. x.) 

* Pott viginti octo atmot dai- 
catut, ] Richard II. held the 
duchy of Normandy thirty years. 
See note >, p. SM. 
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grediens, jubet suum corpus ^sepeliri ad eccledsB 
ostium^ ubi et pedibus calcantium, et stillicidiiB ex 
alto rorantibus^ esset obnoxium ; sed nostro teniKr 
pore Willelmus, illius loci abbas tertius, rem defer- 
mem esse permensus, longam sustulit inyidiam^ et 
inde levatum ante majus altare locayit 'Habnit 
fratrem Robertum^ quem archiepiscopum fecit 
Rotomagi ; in hoc sane non parva macnla gloriam 
aspergens : nam ille immaniter honore abusus, 
'multa prime facinora^ multa flagitia commisit; 
sed postea in senium vergens, eleemosynis lar- 
gissimis baud dubie quaedam delevit. ^Post Ri- 
cardum filius^ ejusdem nominis, principatum sor- 
titus, vixit anno yix uno. ^Opinio certe incerta 
vagatur quod conniventia ^fratris Roberti^ quem 
Ricardus secundus ex Juditha^ filia comitis Bri- 
tonum Conaniy susceperat^ vim juveni venefica 
conaciverit. Cujus rei gemens conscientiam^ 
lerosolymam post septem annos comitatus ab« 
ierit ; magna^ laudis causam tunc temporis ador* 
BUS, ut iter motibus suspectum barbaricis, ritibus 



' Sepeliri ad ecclesue ostium. ] 
The church of Fecamp. Com* 
pare Dudo de S. Quintin's ac- 
count of the death of Richard II. 

' Hahut fratrem Robertumy 
^inem arckiepiacopum fecit Boto- 
magi.'] A, S. D. E. L. ; omitted 
in C. — Robert was the son of 
Richard I, duke of Normandy, 
by hia second wife Gonnor, who 
had been his concubine : he 
was made comte d'Evreux by 
his father in the year 089, who 
also made him archbishop of 
Rouen in the same year. He 
died before Easter, 1036. Some 
authorities place his death in 
1037. (Gall. Christ, tom. xi.) 

^ MuUa primofacinora.'] A.S. 
D, E. L. ; omitted in C. 

* Post RicardumJUiuSf ^usdem 



nominisy principatum »ortitu$y 
vixU mmo wx unoj] Accoiding 
to Mabillon, Richard III. died 
on the 6th of August in the first 
year of his reign ; but Ordericus 
Vitalis places his death in hi* 
second regnal year. Some au- 
thorities fix his death on the Srd 
February 102S. 

* Opinio certe incerta tagatur.'] 
See William of Jumi^ges, lib. ti. 
c. 2. and a short chronicle of S. 
Martin de Tours (apud Chese- 
nium, tom. lu. Script Franc, p. 
360). 

« Fratris RoberH. ] Robert 
comte d'Hi^mes succeeded his 
brother in the dukedom of Nor- 
mandy as Robert I^ sumamed 
Robert le MlLgniflque, and le 
Diable. 
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diversam ' Saracenis^ cum paacis invaderet. Per- 
tendit tamen^ nee abstitit, totam viam salubriter 
emensus ; multoque auro introitum mercatus, il* 
lad Christianoram decos^ sepnlchrom dico Do- 
minieum^ nudipes et lachrymans veneratus est. 
Hoc labore apad Deum (at credimas) fcederata 
gratia, domomqae revertens, 'apad Niceam arbem 
Bithiniae dies implevit, veneno at 'fertar inter- 
ceptas: aactore ministro Radalfo, cognomento 
Mowino, qai scelas illad spe dacatas animo sao 
extorserit; sed Normanniam regressas, re cog^ta, 
ab omnibas qaasi monstram exsafSatas, in exi- 
liam perpetaam discessit. ^Saccessit Roberto 
filias Willelmas paeralas, de qao in conseqaen- 
tibas dictanis, nanc qaod instat repetam. 

§ 179. Saanas interea, modo qao diximas, in^ swcrn'tooD- 
yasam Angliam rapinis et caedibas argebat ; pro- 
yincialiam sabstantise prias abrasae, mox pro- 
scriptiones factae. Haesitabatar totis orbibas 
qaid fieret : si pararetar rebellio, assertorem non 
haberent ; si eligeretor sabjectio, placido rectore 
carerent. Ita privatae et pablicae opes ad naves 
cam obsidibas deportabantar^ qaod non esset ille 
dominas legitimas^ sed tyrannas atrocissimas. 
Sed non dia propitia Divinitas in tanta miseria 
sivit flactaare Angliam, siqaidem pervasor con- 
tinao ad Parificationem sanctae Mariae, ambi- Hitdastii, 
gaam qaa morte, ^vitam effadit. Dicitar qaod 
terram sancti ^Edmandidepopalanti martyr idem 



' Saracenis,'] E. ; one MS. reads 
* Saracenicis.' 

' Apud Niceam . . . dies impU' 
vU,] On the 2nd July, A.D. 1035. 
William of Jumi^ges, lib. vi, c. 13. 

» Fertur,'] A, C. D. E, L,; 
dicitur, S, 

* SuccesBit Roberto filius WO- 
Ulmus puendus, ] William the 



land. He was not more than 
eight yean of age at his father's 
death. 

• Fi^oJii effudit.'] Sweyn died 
on the 3rd of Febmary in the 
year 1014. 

• Edmundi.] A. C. D. E. L.; 
Edmondi regis et martyrisy 8, 

I Compare HermannuS| De mira- 



Bastard, afterwards king of Eng- I calls S. Edmtmdi. 



i 
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per visum appamerit^ leniterque de miseria con- 
yentum snonimy insolentiusque respondentem, m 
capite perculerit ; quo dolore tactum^ in proxi- 
mo^ ut prsedictum est, obiisse. Dani Cnutonem 
filium Swani in regem eligunt. Angli contra, 
naturalem dominum cariorem sibi pronundantes 
si reg^us se quam consueverat ageret, e Nor- 
mannia Edelredum accersunt. lUe primo mittit 
Edwardum filium, qui fidem principum, favorem 
Yulgfi, praesens specularetur ; qui, ubi omnium 
Yota in bonam partem Tiditconvenientia,secums 
Accbdnd't pro patre revertitur. Ita ' rex regressus, et tetis 

Ntmu Amu « 

Nonnandy, plausibus Anglorum delinitus, ut 'familiarem de- 

A.D. 1014. \., ®. ._ ' 

sidiam excussisse yideretur, maturayit contra 
Cnutonem exercitum colligere, qui tunc tem- 
poris in Lindesia, ubi eum genitor cum ratibus 
et obsidibus dimiserat, tirones et equos exigebat, 
ut pariter coactis yiribus in imparatos se eflbnde- 
ret, g^viter, ut ipse dictitavit, in desertores ul- 
turns ; sed dolo, qualem ipse machinabatur, prse- 
ventus, terga ostendit : tunc aegre salvatus, et in 
altum cum reliquiis provectus, ab oriente usque 
in austrum mari Britanniae circuito, ad Sandwic 
appulit. Ibi humano et divino jure contempto, 
obsides quos habebat, magnae nobilitatis et ele- 
gantias pueros, naribus et auribus 'truncos, quos- 
toD«5m«? ^*"^ etiam eviravit : sic in insontes grassatus, et 
A.D. 1014. 'magnum quid egisse gloriatus, ^patriam petiit. 



' Rex regressus.'] Aethelred 
returned from Normandy A.D. 
1014. The editors of the Rec. 
des Hist de la France, on the 
authority of some chronologists, 
place the death of Sweyn, as well 
as the return of Aethelred to 
England, in the year 1016. 

' Familiarem desidiam excus- 



sisse videretur,'] See § 177, p. 
290, < quippe homo inertiae de- 
ditus,' &c. 

' Truncos.'] C. D. E. L. ; tnm- 
catos. A, S. 

* Patriam petiit.'] Cnut return- 
ed to Denmark in 1014. (See 
Flor. Wigom. and Sax. Chron.) 
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Eodem anno ^ iBactus marinus> quern Grseci Enri- a.d. loii. 
pum, nos Ledonem yocamas^ 'mirum in modnm 
excrevit^ quantum nulla hominum memoria po- 
test attingere ; ita ut villas ultra multa milliaria 
submergeret> et habitatores interceptos necaret. 
'Sequenti magnum concilium congregatum est a.d. 1015. 
^apud Oxenefordum Danorum et Anglorum ; ubi 
rex nobilissimos Danorum ^ ^Sigeferdum et Mor- 
cardum^ interfici jussit^ delatione proditoris Edrici 
perfidise apud se insimulatos. Is illos, favora- 
bilibus assentationibus deceptos^ in triclinium 
pellexit^ ^largiterque potatos satellitibus ad hoc 
prseparatis anima exuit: causa caedis ferebatur 
quod in bona eorum inhiaverat. Clientuli eorum^ 
dominorum necem yindicare conantes, armis re- 
pulsi^ et in turrim ecclesise sanctae ' Frideswidae 
coacti ; unde dum ejici nequirent, incendio con- 
flagrati. Sed mox regis poenitentia eliminata 
spurcitia^ sacrarium reparatum; legi ego scrip- 



* Fluctua marmu8f quern Graci 
Ewrijmm, no$ Ledonem vocamus,] 
'Euripus' seems to be the tide 
generally, and ' ledo' the neap or 
low tide, and not the spring tide, 
as Malmesbury here implies. 
' Malina' is the spring tide. 
HoTeden, in giving the etymo- 
logy of Lindisfame, writes, * Lin- 
dis dicitur flumen quod excurrit 
in mare, duonim pedum alti- 
tudinem habeas quando Ledo 
foerit, id est, minor aestus, et 
Tideri potest ; quando yero Ma- 
lina fiierit, id est, major aestus 
maris, tunc nequit Lindis Ti- 
deri.' 

* Mirum ta modum excrevU,'] 
* In this year (1014), on the eye of 
St. Michael's mass (28th Sept), 
came the great sea-flood, which 
spread wide over this land, and 
ran so far up as it never did be- 



fore, and washed away many 
towns, and countless number of 
people.' (Sax. Chron.) ' Mare 
littus egreditur tertio kal. Octo- 
bris, et in Anglia villas quam- 
plurimas, innumerabilemque po- 
puli multitudinem, submersit.' 
(Flor. Wigom.) 

> Sequenti.] A. C, E. L.; Se- 
quenti anno, D, M,; Sequent! 
autem anno, S, 

*Afiud OxfiK/brdMm.] The great 
'Gemot,' or council, at Oxford 
was held in the year 1016. 

' Sig^erdum et Morcardum,'] 
A. S. C.E, L.; omitted in D. M. 
— ^The sons of Eamgrim. (Flor. 
Wigom.) 

' Largiterque potatoe,'] A. S, 
C. D. £ 2. L. ; omitted in £. 

7 Frideswida.^ A. C. D. E. L, ; 
Frideswidae Oxoniae, S, 
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tum^ quod in archivo ejusdem ecclesiae contine- 
tur index facti. Uxor Sigeferdi Malmesbiriam 
in captionem est abducta^ spectabilis ^nobilita-* 
lis foemina; quapropter Edmundus regis filins, 
dissimulata intentione in partes illas iter arri- 
piens, visam concupivit, concupitae commnnionem 
habuit: sane patris eludens consdentiam, qui 
domesticis ut alienis esset ridiculo. Erat ista 
Edmundus non ex Emma natus> sed *ex quadam 
alia, quam fama obscura recondit. Prceter'illud 
integer in caeteris, praedicandae indolis juyenis, 
magni roboris et animo et corpore, et propter 
hoc ab Anglis Ireneside, id est, Ferreum latus, 
nuncupatus ; qui patris ignaviam, matris ignobili* 
tatem, yirtute sua probe premeret si Parcae par* 
cere nossent. Nee mora, nuptae consilio comi- 
tatum Sigeferdi, qui apud Northanhimbros am* 
plissimus erat, a patre petitum, nee impetratum, 
suapte industria vendicayit ; hominibus ejusdem 
provincial in obsequium ejus facile cedentibus. 
cnutretimif § 180. ^Eadem aestate Cnuto, compositis rebus 
A.D. 1016.' in Danamarchia, foederata cum finitimis regibus 
amicitia, venit Angliam, eo animo ut ^aut vin* 
cendum aut moriendum sibi proponeret. Itaque 
a Sandwic Cantiam, inde in West-Saxoniam pro- 
grediens, omnia caedibus incendiisque foedabat; 
rege apud Cosham morbo decumbente. Tenta- 
vit quidem Edmundus occurrere ; sed ab Edrico 
praepeditus, copias interim tuto loco continuit. 



> NobaUatis.] A. C. D. E. L. ; 
nobilitatis et forme, S, 

' Ex quadam uito, quam fama 
obscura reamditJ] Florence states 
that the mother of Eadmund Iron- 
side was Alfgiva, daughter of 
Earl AgUberht. Ailred of Rie- 
vaulx, however, says she was 
the daughter of Toret, a noble 
earl. 



* lUmd.] C. D. E. ; istad, A. 
S.L. 

* Eadem attate Cnuto • . . m* 
nit AngliamJ] Cnut arriTed in 
England early in January, A J>. 
1016. 

' Ami vincendumJ] A, C. D, 
E. L, ; omitted in S, 
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DMtb of bus copiis urbem adoriretur. Sed prsevenit cona- 
a!d.*ioi6! turn ejus mors Ethelredi ; nam Mn initio Quadra- 
gesimse, die sancti 'Gregorii, animam^ laboribus 
et miseriis natam^ efflavit: jacet apud sanctum 
EAdmund Paulum Londouiae. Oppidani Edmundum in re- 
^-'"'-gem conclamant. Ipse, mox congregato exer- 
citu> apud Pennam 'et Gilingeham Danos fugavit 
diebus Rogationum. Post festum sancti Joban- 
nis, ad ^Seorstanum eisdem congressus, sequis 
manibus discessit ; Anglis suis initium fugse &- 
clentibus auctore Edrico, qui in parte adversa- 
riorum stans, et gladium in manu tenens, quem 
in pugna> quodam rustico impigre cseso, cmen- 
tarat, ' Fugite/ inquit, ' miseri fugite ! ecce rex 
Tester hoc ense occisus est !' Fugissent continue 
Angli nisi rex, cognita re, in editum quendam col- 
lem procederet, ablata galea caput suum commi- 
litonibus ostentans. Tunc^ quantis poterat yiri- 
bus hastile ferreum intorquens, in Edricum mi- 
sit ; sed ab illo praevisum et vitatum, in militem 
prope stantem peccavit, adeo ut alteram quoque 
affigeret. Nox prselium diremit, aciebus quasi 
ex conniventia discedentibus, Anglis tamen yic- 
toriam pene sperantibus ; quo facto, West-Sax- 
onum conversi animi dominum legitimum cog^ 
noverunt. Ipse Londoniam contendit, ut bene 
meritos cives liberaret, quos pars hostium statim 
post discessum suum incluserat ; ^ fossa etiam ur- 



' In initio Quadrageiitnay die 
ioncti Gregoriiy animam ,,, ^' 
fitttit^ According to the Saxon 
Chronicle and Florence, Aethd- 
red died at London on Monday, 
S3rd April (St George's day), 
A.D. 1016. 

s Gregorii.'] So in aU the MSS. 
but we should probably read 
* Georgii.' 

» Et,'] C. E, ; juxta, A,S.D.L. 

* Seor$tanum,'\ Supposed to be 



a stone which divided the four 
counties of Oxford, Gloucester, 
Worcester, and Warwick. 

' Fo99a etiam iir6em, qwajiuvm 
Tamensi non alluitur, foria tUam 
einxerat.'] The trench appears to 
have been made on the south side 
of the river, and the ships drawn 
to the west side of the bridge 
to besiege the city. (See Sax. 
Chron.) The site of this trench 
is not now to be traced. 
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bem, qua jBuvio Tamensi non alluitur, foris to- 
tarn cinxeraty multaque vulnera fecerat et acce- 
perat. Itaque, audito re^ adventu^ ^fugam per 
prona invadant: subsecutus eos e vestigio, et 
transito vado quod Brentford dicitur, victoriosa 
strage delevit. Reliqua multitudo, quae cum 
Cnutone remanserat^ Edmundo aliquantulom fe- 
riato et partes suas componente^ Londoniam ite- 
mm terra flnmineque obsidet ; sed ab oppidanis 
magnanimiter pugnantibus repulsa^ iram in col- 
limitaneam Merciam effundit, vicos et villas ra- 
pinis, incendiis^ caedibosque depopulans. Opima 
praeda ad naves convecta quas in amne Mede- 
guaia congregaverat : fluvius ille Rofensem ur- 
bem praeterfluens, violentus et rapaci gurgite 
minax^ moenia pulchra lavat. Inde quoque rege 
pugnante fugata, praeoccupatoque vado quod 
superius nominavi Brentford, insigni caede pro- 
fligata. Conantem ulterius tendere Edmundum, 
ut reliquias praedonum persequeretur ad inter- 
necionem, vafer ille et pessimus Edricus revo- 
cavit, ficto jamdudum animo in g^tiam reversus ; 
consilio enim Cnutonis cum Edmundo erat, ut 
ejus meditationes renunciaret. Ultimus ille dies 
Danis profecto fuisset si perseverandum rex pu- 
tasset; sed praoventus (ut dixi) susurro prodi- 
loris, qui hostes nihil ultra ausuros affirmaret, 
maturum sibi exitium et Angliae toti paravit. 
Namque illi, data via fugiendi, iterum in unum 
coaluere, Orientales Anglos bello infestantes ; ip- 
8um quoque regem, suppetias ferentem, apudsattieor 
Assandunam cedere coegerunt. Auspicium fugae ^***®'^ 
fuit ille ex consulto> quem totiens nominare 
pudet. Pauci qui glorias suae non immemores, et 
alterutros excitantes, cuneum fecerant, ad unum 

1 FvjWR.] A, C. D. E, L, ; omitted in S, 
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CantkiiiK, 
A.D. 1017. 



Emma^ Elfredus et Edwardus, toto tempore quo 
Cnuto yixit, in Normannia tntas fovere latebras. 
De illorom in patriam restitntione Bicardum 
avunculum nihil egisse comperimus, quin et so- 
rorem suam Emmam hosti et invasori nnptnm 
coUocavit; ignores majore ^illius dedecore qui 
dederit> an foeminae qu» consenserit at tha- 
lamo illius caleret qui yirum infestaverit^ filios 
efiugaverit. Poiro Robertas, qaem saperios *dix- 
imas lerosolymam ivisse, multotiens, congregatis 
navibas et impositis militibas, profectionem pa- 
ravit, sabinde jactitans se pronepotes saos coro- 
natarum : et proculdabio fidem dictis explesset, 
nisi quia (at a majoribas accepimas) semper ei 
yentas adversabatar contrarias, per occaltam 
scilicet Dei jadiciam, in cnjas voluntate sunt po- 
testates regnoram omnium. Reliquise ratiom, 
multo tempore dissolutanun, Rotomagi adhuc 
nostra setate yisebantur. 

§ 181. Auno incamationis Dominican millesiiiio 
decimo septimo Cnuto reg^nare coepit, et viginti 
annis regnavit; injuste quidem reg^um ingres- 
sus, sed magna civilitate et fortitudine vitam 
componens. Primis diebus reg^um in quatuor 
partitas, sibi West-Saxones, Edrico Merdos, 
Turkillo Orientales Anglos, Iricio Northanhim- 
bros : ac primo interfectores Edmundi, qui ultro 
spe ingentis praemii rem detulerant, apud se in- 
terim celatos, magna frequentia populi produxit 
in medium, palamque genus insidiarum professos 
supplicio affecit. Eodemque anno Edricus, quern 
digne infamare non possum, jussu regis, arte qua 
multos ^frequenter circumvenerat ipse qaoque 



> lUhu.] S. D, E. ; omitted in 
s DtxijRiM.] § 178, p. 294. 



» Frequenter.'] A. S. D. E. L. ; 
ante frequenter, C. 
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conventus, putidum spiritum transmisit ad in- Death of 
fjBros. Nam nescio qua simaltate orta, dam 1017. 
asperius colloquerentur, ille fiducia ^meritorum 
beneficia regi sua quasi amicabiliter improperans, 
ait^ ' Edmundum pro te primo deserai, post etiam 
ob fidelitatem ^tui eiLtinxi :* quo dicto, Cnutoni 
facies immutata iram nibore prodidit^ et conti- 
nao prolata sententia^ ' Merito ergo/ inquit^ ' et 
ta moriere^ cum sis Isesas majestatis reus in 
Deum et in me^ qui dominum proprium et fra- 
trem mihi foederatum occideris. Sanguis tuus 
super caput tuum^ quia os tuum locutum est 
contra te quod misisti manus in christum Do- 
mini.' Mox, ne tumultus fieret^ in eodem cubi- 
culo proditor fauces elisus^ et per fenestram in 
^Tamesim praecipitatus, perfidiae meritum habuit. 
Succedente tempore ^Turkillus et Iricius, ab An«- 
glia captatis occasionibus eliminati, natale solum 
petierunt ; ^quorum primus, qui incentor necis 
beati Elfegi fuerat, statim ut Danemarchise littus 
attigit a ducibus oppressus est. Ita cum omnis ^^'*i^ 
Anglia pareret uni, ille ingenti studio Anglos 
sibi conciliare, cequum illis jus cum Danis suis 
in consessu, in concilio^ in praelio concedere : 
qua de re, 'ut prsedixi, uxorem superioris regis 
e Normannia accersiit, ut, dum consnetae do- 



> Oria.] A. S. D. E, L. ; omit- 
ted in C. 

' Meritwum,'] S. E, L, ; Mer- 
cionim, A. CD. 

> 7\it.] D. £. L, ; tuam, S. C. ; 
tui eum, A. 

* Tameaim.^ A,D,E.L.; Ta- 
mesim fluyium, S, C. — Eadric 
Streona was put to death, and 
thrown into the Thames, A.D. 
1017. 

* TwrkiUu$,] Thurcil, with his 



wife Eadgitha, was banished 
from EngUmd by Cnut, 11th Nov. 
A.D. 1021. 

* Quorum primus . . . oppressus 
est,"] Osbeme, in his History of 
the Translation of the body of 
Archbishop Aelfhe4h,statesthat, 
Thurcil having fled into Den- 
mark, the Danish chiefs, fearing 
that he would incite the people 
to rebellion, put him to death. 

^ Ut prtfdtxt.] See § 180, p. 
S04. 
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minas defcrrent obsequimn^ minus Danomm sus- 
pirarent imperium ; simul eo facto Ricardi al- 
liciens g^tiam, ut parum de nepotibus cogitaret, 
qui alios ex Cnutone se susceptumm speraret. 
MonasteriaperAngliam suis et patris excursioni- 
bus partim foedata^ partim erata, reparavit ; loca 
A.D. 1020. omnia in quibus pugnaverat, et ^praecipue Assan- 
dunam^ ecclesiis insignivit ; ministros instituit, 
qui per succidua seculorum volumina Deo sup- 
plicarent pro animabus ibi occisorum. Ad con- 
secrationem illius basilicas et ipse afiuit, et opti- 
mates Anglorum et Dauorum donaria porrex- 
erunt : nunc^ ut * fertur, modica est ecclesia 
presbytero parochiano delegata. ^ Supra corpus 
beatissimi Edmundi, quern antiquiores Dani in- 
terfecerant, basilicam animositate regia con- 
struxit^ abbatem et monachos instituit, praedia 
multa et magna contulit : praestat hodieque do- 
norum ejus amplitudo Integra^ quod locus ille 
infra se aspiciat omnia pene Angliae coenobia. 
^Corpus beati Elfegi^ apud sanctum Paulum Lon- 
doniae tumulatum, ipse suis manibus inde le- 
vavit, et ad propria remissum, dignis assenta- 
tionibus veneratus est. ^Ita omnia^quas ipse 
et antecessores sui deliquerant, corrigere sata- 
gens, prions injustitiae nasyum apud Deum for- 



' Pracipue A$9ttndunam,'] See 
Sax. Chron. A.D. 1020. 

* Fertur.^ S. D, E,; ferant, 

ifl. C MJ» 

* Supra corpuB hetUisnmi Ed' 
mundi . . . basiiieam anmoiitate 
regia construxii,] This monastery 
was not founded by Cnat : Sigi- 
berht king of East-Angiia, hav- 
ing abdicated his throne, built the 
monastery, at that time called 
Beadarichesworthy and became a 



the depositary of the remains of 
King Eadmund, the name of the 
place was changed to Eadmunds- 
burh. In the year lOSO, Cnnt 
rebuilt the monastery, and ex- 
peUed the secular clerks, placing 
therein a convent of Benedictine 
monks from Hulm in Norfolk. 

* Corptu beati E\fegi^ apmd 
aanctmm Paidum LotuUmi4e ttmrn- 
latum , , ,ad propria mfmUniM.] 
See note *, p. 265. 



monk there. On its becoming * /to.] A, S, D, E, L.\ in, C. 
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tassis, apad homines certe abstersit. Wintoniee 
maxime munificentiaB suse magnificentiam os- 
tendit, ubi tanta intulit ut moles metallorum 
terreat advenarum 'animos, splendor gemmarum 
reverberet intuentium oculos ; ^Emmae suggestu, 
quae in talibus thesauros dilapidabat sanctitate 
prodiga, dam ille in exteris terris dura medita- 
retur prselia : nam nescia virtus ejus stare loco^ 
nee contenta Danamarchia quam avito^ et An- 
glia quam bellico jure obtinebat^ martem 'in a.d. 1025. 
Swevos transtulit. Sunt illi Danis contermini^ 
pertinacioribus studiis iram Cnutonis emeriti: 
sed primoy exceptus insidiis^ multos ex suis ami- 
sit; postremo, reparatis viribus, ^insistentes in 
fngam vertit ; reges gentis Ulf et Eiglaf ad de- 
ditiones pacis adduxit : promptissimis ^in ea 
pugna Anglis^ hortante Godwino comite ut^ pris- 
tinae glorias memores, robur suum oculis novi 
domini assererent ; illud fuisse fortunae quod ab 
eo quondam victi fuissent^ illud virtutis quod 
illos premerent qui eum vicissent. Incubuere 
igitur viribus Angli ; et^ yietoriam consummantes^ 
comitatum duci^ sibi laudem pararunt. Rediens 
indc domum^ totum regnum Noricorum subegit^ a.d. 1028. 
•effugato rege Olavo ; qui, posteriori anno, ut ani- 
mos provincialium suorum tentaret, cum parva 
manu in regnum regressus, infidos sibi sensit, 
cum suis caesus. 



1 Animos,'] A. C. D, £. L. ; 

omitted in S, 

' Emma suggeatu,"] See post, 
§ 106, p. 331. 

> ill Swevos transtulit,] Cnut 
sailed for Denmark in 1026, and 
engaged Ulf and Eglaf with a 
powerful army from Sweden, at 
a plain near the Holy River. 
(Sax. Chron.) I which year he was slain. 



* Insistenies.] C. D. E. ; re- 
sistentes, A, S. L» 

' In.] £. ; omitted in A. S, 
CD. 

* Effugato rege Olavo,] The 
defeat of King Olaf, and thesub^ 
jugation of Norway by Cnut, 
took place in 1028. Olaf re- 
turned to Norway A.D. 1030, in 
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conftioiir- § 182. 'Cnuto. decimo qainto anno 'regni, Ro- 
▲.a inr. mam profectus est : ibi aliquands diebus commo- 
ratns^ et eleemosynis per 'ecclesias peccata red- 
imenSy navigio Angliam rediit; et mox Sco- 
tiam rebellantem, regemque Malcolmum, expe- 
ditione illuc ducta, panro subegit negotio. Ve- 
runtamen non inoperosum yidebitor si episto- 
lam, quam, Roma digrediens, Anglis suis per 
^Livingum Tavistokieusem abbatem, mox epi- 
scopum Cridintnnensem, misit, ^apponam, ad do- 
cnmentom emendations Titae et regalis magnifi- 
centise. 
His epkue. § 183. ' Cnuto, rex totius Angliae, et Denemar- 
chiae, ^et Norregise, et partis Swavorum, 'AInotho 
metropolitano, et^Alfrico Eboracensi, omnibusque 
episcopis et primatibus, et toti genti Anglomm, 
tam nobilibus quam plebeiis, salat6m. Notifico 
vobis me noviter isse Romam, oratom pro re- 
demptione peccaminum meorom, et pro salute 



' CmitOf deeimo qmmto anno netuewL] Lyfing became bishop 

regniy Romam jfrqfecius eti.'] Ac- of Crediton, A.D. 10S2; and on 

cording to the Saxon Chronicle, the death of Brihth^ah, bishop of 

Florence of Worcester, and other Worcester, (20 Dec. 10S8,) he 

English writers, Cnut went to was translated to that see. He 

Rome in the year 1031 : bat this died A.D. 1046. 

date does not agree with that as- • AppoiuM.] This epistle also 

signed for the coronation of the occurs in Florence of Woroester, 

emperor Conrad at Rome by A.D. 1031. 

Pope John XIX, (Easter Sun- \ i, v«lr#-4* 1 Tf rv.«# w«n» 

day 1027,) at which ceremony . /' ^^^'^ *?^ A^u 

Cnut is siid to have been pr*; *? ^7 Z^' \'^'' ^^ 

sent. According to Wippo, (Pis- chrenologists affinn, he could not 

tonus, Rer.Gem. Script m. 472, at tha time propj^y have styled 

Ratisbon. 1726,) the journey to ^^-elf Kmg of Norway. 

Rome took place in 1027. See ^ Alnotko metropolHaM,] Ae- 

note *, p. 809, post. gelnoth, sumamed the Good, was 

* Regni.^ D. E,; regni sui, consecrated arehbishop of Can- 
A, S. C. terbury in the year 1020 : he died 

» EccUmm.'] S. C. E. It. ; ec- "> l**®- 

clesias erogatis. A, D, M. " Ayrico EboracensiJ] Aelfric 

* Livtngum Tavutokien9em a&- was made archbishop of York 
batemy mox epUeopum CrkUntu* A.D. 1023. 
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regpnoram^ quique meo subjacent regimini popu- 
lorum. Hanc quidem profcctionem Deo jam 
olim devoveram ; sed pro negotiis regni, et cau- 
sis impedientibus, hue usque non poteram per- 
ficere. Nunc autem ipsi Deo meo omnipotent! 
yalde humiliter gratias ago, quod concessit in 
vita mea beatos apostolos Petrum et Paulum, et 
omne sanctuarium quod intra urbem Romam 
aut extra addiscere potui expetere, et, secundum 
desiderium meum, prsesentialiter venerari et 
adorare. Et ideo maxime hoc patravi, quia a 
sapientibus didici sanctum Petrum apostolum 
magnam potestatem accepisse a Domino ligandi 
et solvendi, clavigerumque esse coelestis regni ; 
et ideo specialiter ejus patrociiiium apud Deum 
expetere valde utile duxi. Sit autem yobis no- 
tum quia magna congregatio nobilium in ipsa 
Paschali solemnitate ibi cum domino ^papa Jo- 
hanne et imperatore ^Conrado erat, scilicet om- 
nes principes gentium a ^monte Gargano usque 



' Papa Johaime,] John XIX, thoagh he therein refers to the 

sometimes called XX, became fact of the emperor being pre- 

pope without haying been previ- sent with Pope John, and a great 

ously in holy orders ; he was a assemblage of noble persons, at 

consul duke and senator of Rome : a festival on Easter-day, who ho- 

* ano eodemque die laicus et pon* nourably received him, and made 

tifex fuit' He succeeded his him valuable presents. 

brother Benedict VIII. in 1024 : • ^ . , ^ -« j tf 

but hi. election to the papacy U ^T^\ ^^ 'i !!!.' 

beUeved to have been eifeSed ^^.^ ^'^•'"••'' "^'^T^ 

through bribery. The emperor 1^8 of Gemany, upon the death 

ConnSl II. .eo2ved the im^ ^^* Z'Z,^}^.^ 

^own from hU hand, on Eater. ^^I'S. ^^r l^f h" 
day 1027, at which cwemony crowned emperor with hi. 

Cnut is said to have been pre- . „ t u vyv n 

«»t, with Rodolfe king of Bur. '^^''^^^ ^^^^^'/^ 

gundy, and Other princes. This •jr^.xiAo- • *i^ ^^1^ c 

date does not corresoond vdth ^^^^^ 1<^» "» *^»« presence of 

4k -♦!! ! 7^ p..^ak Cnut, as it is said, and Rodolfe 

the statements of the Elnglish , . ^ ^ « a 

chroniclers, who place Cnuf. "^8 »' Burgundy. 

Journey to Rome in 1031. The ' Mimie Giir^ono.] St. Angelo 
letter of Cnut bears no date, in Calabria. 
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ad istud proximum mare ; qui omnes me et ho- 
norifice suscepere, et magnificis donis honora- 
vere. Maxime antem ab imperatore donis variis 
et mnneribos pretiosis honoratns snm, tarn in 
vasis aureis et argenteis, quam in palliis et ves- 
tibus valde pretiosis. Locotus sum igitnr cum 
ipso imperatore et domino papa, et principibns 
qui ibi erant, de necessitatibus totins populi mei 
tam Angli qnam Dani, ut eis concederetur lex 
fiequior et pax secnrior in via Romam adeundi, 
et ne tot clausuris per viam arcentur, et propter 
injostum thelonenm fatigentur: annuitqne pos- 
tulatis imperator, et ' Rodolins rex qui maxime 
ipsarum clausurarum dominatur ; cunctique prin- 
cipes 'edictum firmamnt ut homines mei, tam 
mercatoresy quam alii orandi gratia viatores, 
absque omni angaria clausurarum et theloneo- 
rum, cum firma pace Romam eant et redeant. 
Conqnestus sum iterum coram domino papa, et 
mihi valde displicere dixi, quod mei archiepi- 
scopi in tantum angariabantur immensitate pe- 
cuniarum qua$ ab eis expetebantur dum pro 
pallio accipiendoy secundum morem, apostolicam 
sedem expeterent; decretumque est ne id dein- 
ceps fiat. Cuncta enim quse a domino papa, et 
ab imperatore, et a rege Rodulfo, cseterisque 
principibus per quorum terras nobis transitus 
est ad Romam, pro mese gentis utilitate postu- 
labam, libenter annuerunt ; et concessa etiam 
Sacramento firmaverunt, sub testimonio quatuor 
archiepiscoporum, et 'viginti episcoporum, et in- 
numerse multitudinis ducum et nobilium quae 



1 Rodu^fua rex.'] Rodolfe III, 
called Le Faineant, succeeded 
his father in the Icingdom of 
Aries or Burgundy, A.D. 993. 
He is said to have been pre- 
sent with Cnut at the coronation 



of the emperor Conrad at Rome, 
on Easter-day 1027. 

' Edktum,] E, ; edictis, S» C. ; 
edictisque, i4. D, L, 

' V^intL] A. S. D. E. L. ; 
viginti quataor, 0. 
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aderat. Quapropter Deo omnipotenti gratias 
magnificas reddo, qnia omnia quae desidera- 
veram, prout mente decreveram, prospere per- 
feciy Yotisque meis ad velle satisfeci. Nunc 
itaque sit notum quia ipsi Deo supplex devovi 
vitam meam a modo in omnibus justificare, et 
regna mihi subdita populosque juste et pie re- 
gere, aequumque judicium per ^omnes observare; 
et si quid per meae juventutis intemperantiam 
aut negligentiam hactenus, praeter id quod jus- 
tum eraty actum est, totum Deo auxiliante dis- 
pono emendare. Iccirco obtestor^ et prascipio 
meis consiliariis quibus regni consilia credidi^ ne 
uUo modo^ aut propter meum timorem aut ali- 
cujus potentis personae favorem^ aliquam injus- 
titiam a modo consentiant, yel faciant pullulare^ 
in omni regno meo. Praecipio etiam omnibus 
yicecomitibus et praspositis universi regni mei^ 
sicut meam volunt habere amicitiam aut suam 
salutem, ut nulli homini, nee diviti nee pauperis 
vim injustam inferant ; sed omnibus^ tam nobi- 
libus quam ignobilibus^ sit fas justa lege po- 
tiundiy a qua nee propter favorem regium^ nee 
propter alicujus potentis personam^ nee propter 
mihi congerendam pecuniam, uUo modo devi- 
ent, quia nulla mihi necessitas est ut iniqua 
exactione pecunia mihi congeratur. Ego ita- 
que notum vobis fieri volo^ quod, eadem via 
qua exivi regrediens, Danemarchiam vado^ pa- 
cem et firmum pactum, omnium Danorum con- 
silio, compositurus cum eis gentibus quae nos 
et vita et regno privare, si eis esset possibile, 
volebant; sed non potuerunt, Deo scUicet vir- 
tutem eorum destruente, qui nos sua benig- 
nitate in regno et honore conservet, omnium- 



' Omne$,] C, D, £. ; omnia. A, S, L, 
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que inimicorum nostrorum potentiam adnihilet 
Composita denique pace cum gentibus qnae in 
circuitu nostro sunt, dispositoque et ' pacato ooini 
regno nostro hie in oriente, ita ut a nnlla parte 
bellum aut inimicitias aliquorum timere ha- 
beamuSy qoam citius hac sestate apparatum na- 
vigii habere potero^ Angliam venire dispone. 
Hanc autem epistolam jam praemisi^ nt de mea 
prosperitate omnis populns regni mei Isetificetur; 
quia^ nt vos ipsi scitis, nnnquam memet ipsnm 
nee menm laborem abstinai, nee adhuc abstinebo, 
impendere pro omnis populi mei necessaria nti- 
litate. Nunc igitur obtestor omnes episcopos 
meos et regni prsepositos, per fidem quam mihi 
debetis et Deo^ quatenus faciatis ut, antequam 
Angliam veniam, omnium debita quse secundum 
legem antiquam debemns sint persoluta ; scilicet 
'eleemosyna pro aratris, et decim« animalium 
ipso anno procreatorum^ et 'denarii quos Romam 
ad sanctum Petrum debetis, sive ex urbibus sive 
ex yillis, et mediante Augusto decima frugum, 
et in festivitate sancti Martini primitise seminum 
ad ecclesiam sub cujus parochia quisque degit, 
qusB Anglice ^Chirchseet nominatur. Haec et 
alia si cum venero non erunt persoluta, regia 
exactione secundum leges in quem culpa cadit 



> Pacato.] A. S. D, E,; pa- 
rato, C. ; parato vel pacato, L, 

' EUemosyna pro aratris, ] 
Plough-alms, one penny paid to 
the church for every ploughland. 
* De qualibet camca joncta inter 
Pascha et Pentecostem unum de- 
narium, qui dicitur Ploualmes/ 
(Ex Regist de Ramesey, in 
Arch. Scac. fol. 158.) 

' Denarii quos Romam ad sanc- 
tum Petrum debetisj] Romefeoh, 
or Peter-pence. See note ', p. 
152. 



^ CkirchseetJ] E, ; Chirchescot, 
D, ; Cyrescet, C. L, ; Seyrisceat, 
A,; Cure8cetvelChirefleth,iS.^ 
Mr. Kemble, in a Tery learned 
dissertation upon this word, has 
conclusively shown that the 
church sceat, or church shot, 
was not, as some would make it 
out to be, a church-rate, but a 
'certain rent in threshed com, 
which every man among the Bri- 
tons and the English was obliged 
to carry to his church on St. 
Martin's day.' 
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districte absque venia comparabit.' Nee dicto 
deterins fuit factum. Omnes enim leges ab 
antiquis regibus^ et maxime ab antecessore suo 
Ethelredo latas^ sub interminatione regise mulctse 
perpetuis temporibus observari prsecepit ; ^ in qua- 
rum custodiam etiam nunc tempore bonorum sub 
nomine regis Edwardi juratur^ non quod ille sta- 
tuerity sed quod observant. 

§ 184. Erant tunc in Anglia summi et sapien- Account or 
tissimi viri, quorum precipuus 'Etbelnotbus^ archi- u^ushop 
episcopus post 'Liyingum : hie, ex decano summus Sury. " 
sacerdos^ multa opera praedicabili memoria digna 
fecit^ regem ipsum auctoritate sanctitudinis in 
bonis actibus mulcens^ in excessibus terrens ; se- 
dem archiepiscopatus et ^prius prsesentia cor- 
poris sancti Elfegi sublimavit^ et postea Romae 
praesens in pristinam dignitatem reparavit. Do- 
mum redienSy apud Papiam brachium ^sancti Au- 
gustini doctoris centum talentis argenti et ta- 
lento auri comparatum^ apud Coventreiam misit. 
^Porro Cnuto Glastoniensem ecclesiam^ ut fratris 
sui Edmundi manes inviseret^ (sic enim eum vo- 



' In quantm custodiam ... oft- 
$ervaritj] Mr. Sharpe suggests 
that Malmesbary probably had 
in Yiew the practice of the early 
princes of the Norman line, who 
swore to obsenre the laws of 
King Eadward. In the margin 
of D. these words occur, ' Hie 
desunt leges Cnutonis ;' and in L, 
*• Hie desunt leges Cnutonis, con- 
tinentes sex folia et dimidium.' 

*Ethelnothu8.] See note ^, p.308. 

' Livingum,'] See note ^, p. 288. 

* Prhu pr^sentia corporis sane- 
ti E{fegi sublimavity et postea Ro- 
nuE prasens in pristinam digni- 
tatem reparavit, ] These two 
transactions are inverted : Aegel- 
noth went to Rome in 1082, and 
translated Aclfhe^h's body in 



1023. See Osbeme, < De Trans- 
latione S. Elfegi.' (Angl. Sacr.) 

* Sancti Avgustini doctoris,"] 
Augustine, bishop of Hippo Re- 
gius, in Africa. He died on the 
28th of August, A.D. 430, dur- 
ing the siege of Hippo, where 
he was buried. His relics were 
carried by the African bishops to 
their Sardinian exile (A.D. 600) ; 
and it was believed in the 8th 
century that Liutprand, king of 
the Lombards, transported them 
(A.D. 721) from Sardinia to Pa- 
via. Augustine's life has been 
written by Tillemout, in the thir- 
teenth volume of the Mem. Kccles. 

• Porro."] A, G, L. omit the 
■text from ' Porro* to the end of 
^86. 
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care solitus fuerat,) festinavit ; factaque oratione^ 
super sepulchrum pallium misit versicoloribus 
figuris pavonum^ ut videtur, intextum. Astabat 
reg^io lateri supradictus Ethelnothus, qui Septi- 
mus ^ex monachis Glastoniensis coenobii pras- 
sidebat cathedrse Cantuariensi. Primus 'Brith- 
waldus; secundus 'Adthelmus^ qui primus Wellis 
episcopus ; tertius nepos ejus ^Dunstanus ; quar- 
tus ^EthelgaruSy qui novi monasterii Wintonise 
abbas primus, delude Cicestrensis episcopus; 
quintus ^Siricus, qui factus archiepiscopus nutri- 
culsB SU8B septem dedit pallia, de quibus in anni- 
versario ejus tota antiqua omatur ecclesia ; sex- 
tus 'ElfeguSy qui ex prioratu Glastonise primus 
factus est abbas BathoniaSy delude episcopus 
Wintonise ; septimus 'Ethelnothus^ qui^ cum regi 
antecessorum suorum privilegia ostendisset, ro- 
gavit et rogcando obtinuit ut scripto ^regio in base 
verba confirmaret. 



' Ex monachUJ] £. ; omitted 
in S, C. D, 

* Brithwaldus.'] Berhtwald was 
elected archbishop of Canterbury 
Ist July, A.D. 692, but was 
not ordained until Sunday, 20th 
of June, A.D. (>03: the ceremony 
was performed in France, by 
Godwine, metropolitan bishop of 
France; and on Sunday, Slst 
August in the same year, he was 
enthroned at Canterbury. He 
died 0th Jan. A.D. 731. 

' Adthelmus.'] Athelmus was 
the first bishop of Wells, and was 
translated from that see to Can- 
terbury in the year Oil. The 
fact of his having been a monk of 
Glastonbury is, however, dis- 
puted. See Wharton's note, % in 
the Anglia Sacra, pars i. p. 656. 

* Dututanu8.'\ Sec § 140, p. 237. 

* Etkelganu.^ Aethelgftj was 
originally a monk of Glastonbury, 



and was made the first abbot of 
the new monastery founded at 
Winchester, after the secular ca- 
nons were expelled. He was con- 
secrated bishop of Selsey in the 
year 080, translated to Canter- 
bury in 088, and died 3rd Dec.089. 

' SirieuaJ] Siric, from a monk 
of Glastonbury, was made bishop 
of Wilton in the year 086, trans- 
lated to Canterbury A.D. 1000 ; 
and died in 1005. 

7 Eyegus. ] AelfhelLh. From 
prior of Glastonbury, he became 
abbot of Bath ; and afterwards, 
in the year 084, bishop of Win- 
chester. He was translated to 
Canterbury in 1005, and was 
slain by the Danes in lOlS. See 
notes S \ p. 265. 

* EtheUwthuiJ] See note ^ p. 
308. 

• Regio.^ S, C. D. £ 2. M. ; 
omitted in £. 
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§ 185. ^'Regnante in perpetuum Domino, qui cnufs char- 
sua ineffabili potentia omnia disponit atque gu- lonimry. 
bematy vicesqne temporum hominumque mira- 
biliter discernens, terminomque incertum pront 
vnlt sequanimiter imponens, et de secretis na- 
tnrae mysteriis misericorditer docet ut de fugi- 
tivis et sine dubio transitoriis mansura regna Dei 
snffragio adipiscenda sunt. Qnapropter ego 
Cnnt rex Angloram, caeterarumque gentium in 
circuitu persistentium gubernator et rector, cum 
'consilio et decreto archiprassulis nostri Ethel- 
nothi, simulque cunctorum Dei sacerdotum, et 
consilio optimatum meorum, ob amorem ccelestis 
regniy ^et indulgentiam ciiminum meorum, et re- 
laxationem peccaminum ^fratris mei regis £d- 
mundi, concedo ecclesiae sanctae Dei genitricis 
semperque virginis Marias Glastonias jura et 
consuetudines in omni regno meo, et omnes foris- 
facturas omnium terrarum suarum ; et sint terras 
ejus sibi liberae et solutae ab omni calumpnia et 
inquietatione, sicuti meae mihi babentur. Verum 
illud praecipue ex omnipotentis Patris, et Filii, et 
Spiritus Sancti auctoritate, et perpetuas virginis 
interdictione prohibeo, et universis regni mei 
praepositis et primatibus super suam salutem 
praecipio, ut nullus omnino illam insulam intrare 
audeat, cujuscunque ordinis aut dignitatis sit; 
sed omnia, tam in ecclesiasticis quam in secula- 
libus causis, tantummodo abbatis judicium et con- 
ventus expectent, sicuti praedecessores mei sanx- 
erunt et privilegiis confirmaverunt, Chentwines, 



' RegntMte.'] This charter oc- 
curs in Malmei. Antiq. Glast. 
Eccl. and is printed in Gale, iii. 
p. 82S. 

* CimsUio,] E, ; consensu, S, 
CD. 



' Et induIgenHom c rinUnum 
meoruMy et relaxaHimem,'] Omit- 
ted in C 1. 

^ Fratris mei regis Edmundi,'] 
* Sic enim eum vocare soUtus fuc- 
rat.' See § 184, pp. 313, 314. 
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Death of 
Cnot, A.D. 
1035. 



que parens uterque : pater primogenitum am- 
plectebatur, dlctitans successurum ; mater mi- 
norem fovebat, cui^ et si non per aetatem, per 
prudentiam certe regnum deberetur. Ita, ut 
sunt foeminsB in incepto pertinaces, non prius 
abstitit quam omnes duces^ qui regno Franco- 
rum famulantur, praemiis et poUicitis ingentibus 
in sua vota transduceret. Henricus ergo, 'max- 
ime annitente Roberto Normanno, coronatus est 
priusquam plane pater 'expirasset. Cujus bene- 
ficii obnoxiuSy cum ille, 'ut superius dixi, leroso- 
Ijrmam iret, Willelmum filium ejus puerulum 
contra desertores enixissime juvit. At Cnuto> 
transcursa vitas meta, Scepthoniae ^defunctus, et 
Wintonias sepultus est. 



Harold, 
A.D. 1037. 



DB HAROLDO PILIO GNUTONIS. 

§ 188. '^Anno Dominicae incamationis millesimo 
tricesimo sexto ^Haroldus, quem fama filium 
Cnutonis ex filia Elfehni comitis loquebatur, 
regnavit annis quatuor et mensibus totidem. 
Elegerunt eum Dani et Londonias cives, qui jam 
pene in barbarorum moi*es propter frequentem 
conyictum transierant. Angli diu obstiterunt ; 
mag^s unum ex filiis Ethelredi^ qui in Norman- 



' Maxime oMnitente,] A. CD, 
E, L, ; maxime annuente, S, 

* Expirauef] El,; expiraret| 
A, C,D,E2,L, 

' Ut Muperius dton.] § 178, p. 
294, and § 180, p. S04. 

^ D^fuiutut,'] Cnut died on the 
12th November in the year 1036. 
(Sax. Chron. and Flor. Wigorn.) 

* Anno Ihminicis incamationis 
mUUsimo tricesimo sexto,"] After 
the death of Cnut the kingdom 
was at first divided : the north- 
ern part fell to the share of Ha- 
rold, and Hardacnut obtained 



the southern division. In the 
year 1037 Harold was chosen to 
reign over all England. (Flor. 
Wigorn.) 

' HaroldmSf quem fama. JUhm 
Cnutonis ex JiUa EyeUni comiiis 
loquebatur.'] 'Some men said of 
Harold, that he was the soo of 
Cnut flind EUgife the daughter 
of Elfelm, ealdorman ; but it was 
thought very incredible by many 
men.' (Sax. Chron.) Florence 
states that Elgife, not being able 
to bear the king a son, passed 
upon him the child of a cobbler. 
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bro extolit. 'Quanto enim amore in faonorem 
Virginia anhclaverit, poterit conjicere qui cantas 
audierit ccelestia vota sonantes. Extat inter 
csetera opuscula ejos epialolamm Tolumen, ^in 
qnarum una gratias agit Cnutoni magnificen- 
tusimo regi, quod largitatis sase viscera in ex- 
pensas ecclesiae Camotensis efinderit. 

S 187. Ejus anno decimo qaiuto Robertns rex DHiborRo- 
Francomm, dc quo supra praslibavimus, vitam Fniwi,A.i>. 
claasit; vir eleemosynis deditus, adeo ut festis 
diebus cam amiciretur, et esueretur r^is in< 
siguibus, si non aliud haberet ad manum, ipsa 
vestimenta paaperibus distribueret, nisi ex in- 
duatria vestiarii egenos importone peteutes ar- 
cerent. Habebat duos filios, Odouem et Henri- 
cum ; ''Odo major Datu hebes, alter astutus et 
Tehemens. Diviserat in amorem prolem utram- 



rt» VirgatU . . , lonaalM.] ' On 
dit qn'il avoit une ri parlicu. 
li^re d^ToUon h U Sninte Viergi> 
qu'elle llionois souTenl de aea 
&Teure paiticiUi^re*,' (Moreri.) 

'/mfiHiniMWU.] Seethe Idler 
of Folbert to King Cnu(^ (aa. 
IMOaut lOai,) No. Kuv. p. *6G, 
Utax. X. Rec. des Hiat. lYe In 
Fnnce. Fulberti CarnoC Episc. 
Op. Var. Svo. Par. 1608. Epist. 
xcni. p. 01. 

* Dt qm npra pntUbatijiuis.'] 
See antea, § 168, p. 816. 

1 Odo mvor not* Mtba.^ Mwl- 
mMbury, in commoo with tbe 
chraaicle of SL Martin de Tours, 
(apnd Chein. torn. ill. Script, 
Hi*t Franc, p. UK),) and some 
Other French chronicle*, is berv 
betrajed into error respectin); [he 
•ona of Robert king of Franuc. 
Up<m the death of Hugh, tlip 
elde«t ion, (17 Sept. A.D. 1025.) 
who had been cmwned at Cuiii- 



pi^tnie in lOlT, Robert was de- 
lirona of aauciating with liini- 
Belf on the throne Henr;, hit ae- 
cond Kin, duke of Burgundy ; 
bat that design waa opposed by 
Conatance, who deemed her third 
BOD, Roliert, fitter for the gorem. 
ment. Henry, however, wai in 
the end preferred, and advanced 
to the throne on WhitBunday 
(14th May) 1037, when hi* bro- 
ther Rotiert wai created dake of 
Burgundy. Odo, the foarth son, 
being of weak intellect, Ured in 
privacy. (See RodnlfOIatier, lib. 
III. De filiii regit Boberti.) Al- 
beric de Troia Fontaines lup- 
poeea Malmaabury to have in- 
tended Robert, bat miacalled him 
Odo. Alberic, however, himself 
falls into error in making Henry 
yoanger than Robert, and in 
Mating that Henry was by his 
mother't aatittance raised to the 
throne; whereas Constance op- 
posed hit claims, and favoured 
. the advancement of Robert. 
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Death of 
HanUeaott 
A.D. IM2. 



yenit; nam filii Etbelredi jam fere omnibus 
despectni erant^ magi^ propter patemae socordia^ 
memoriam, quam propter Danonun potentiam. 
'Hardecnutus^biennio praeter decem dies regrn&ns, 
spiritum inter pocula apud Lamudam joxta Lon- 
doniam amisit, et Wintoniae joxta patrem se- 
pultus est : juvenis, qui egregiam pietatem ani- 
mi in fratrem et sororem ostenderit ; g^rmanom 
enim Edwardum, annosas peregrinationis taedio, 
et spe fratemae necessitudims, natale solum revi- 
sentem, obviis (ut aiunt) manibus excipiens in- 
dolgentissime retinuit Veruntamen immatama 
in caeteriSy per Alfricum Eboracensem 'episcopom, 
et alios quos nominare piget, Haroldi cadayere 
defosso, caput truncari, et miserando mortalibus 
exemplo, in Tamesim projici jussit. Id a quo- 
dam piscatore exceptum sagena^ 'in coemiterio 
A.D. 1040- Danorum Lfondoniae tumulatur. Tributum inex- 

1041 

orabile et importabile Angliae imposuit, ut clas- 
siariis suis per singulas naves ^vig^nti marcas ex 
poUicito pensltaret. Quod dum importune per 
Angliam exigitur, duo infestius hoc munus exe- 
quentes a Wigomias civibus extincti sunt ; qua- 
propter per comites suos urbe incensa et depo- 
pulata^ fortunisque civium abrasis, contumeliam 



' HtBTdtcmUuM . • . aaiut^.] 
Hardacnut died on the 8th June> 
A.D. 1042. 

* EptMcopuM,'] A, D. E. L,; 
archiepiscopum, S, C, — Aelfric 
did not hold the two sees of York 
and Worcester as his predecessor 
had done. 

' In cttmiterio Dmunrum Lon- 
dtmuB, ] St. Clement Danes. — 
* Brevi autem post a quodam 
piscatore ad Danos allatum est, 
et in cimiterio quod habuerunt 
Lundonis sepultum est apud 
sanctum Clementem.' (Bad. de 
Diceto, Abbr. Chron.) 



< FvtH/t.] A. D. £. L. ; tri. 
ginta, C. — In the year 1040 a 
tribute for sixty-two shipSy at the 
rate of eight marks for each 
steersman, was imposed. (Sax. 
Chron.) Florence of Worcester 
states that ' octo marcas unicui- 
que sue classis remigi, et duo- 
decim unicuique gubematori, 
de totaAnglia praecepit [rex] 
dependi.' And in the following 
year a tribute was paid to the 
army of 21,0991. ; and afterwards 
1 1 ,048/. to thirty-two ships. (Sax. 
Chron.) 
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famae^ ct amori suo detrimentum^ ingessit. Sane Death of 
ne silentio premam quod de primogenito Ethel- of Aethei^ 
redi Elfredo rumigeruli spargunt. lUe 'inter 
mortem Haroldi et expectationem Hardecnuti 
flactuans^ regnum ingressus, compatriotarum 
perfidia, et maxime Godwini, luminibus orbatus 
est apud Gillingeham ; inde ad Heliense coeno- 
bium directus^ miseram vitam pauco tempore 
pane cibario sustentavit; omnibus comitibus prse- 
ter decimos decapitatis^ nam sors decimum 
quemque morti exemerat. Haec^ quia fama sent, 
non omisi ; sed, ^quia chronica tacet, pro solido 
non 'asserui. Hac de causa Hardecnutus, Li- 
vingo Cridietunensi episcopo, quem fama facti 
auctorem asserebat^ infensus^ ilium episcopatu 
expulity sed post annum pecunia serenatus resti- 
tuit. Godwinum quoque obliquis oculis intui- 
tusy ad sacramentum purgationis compulit. Ap- 
posult ille fidei juratse xenium^ ut gratiam ple- 
nam redimeret, locupletissimum sane et pul- 
cherrimum^ ratem auro rostratam, habentem oc- 
toginta milites qui haberent in brachiis sin- 
gulis armillas duas, unamquamque sedecim un- 
ciarum auri, in capitibus cassides deauratas^ 
securim Danicam in humero sinistro, hastile 
ferreum dextra manu gestantes; et^ ne singula 
enumerem, armis omnibus instructos, in quibus 
fulgor cum terrore certans sub auro ferrum 
occuleret. Casterum^ ut dicere coeperam^ Har- chuhiMa, 
decnutus Gunhildam sororem suam, Cnutonis ^SuL^^/ 
ex Emma ^filiam, spectatissimae speciei puel- e!^I|»^r^* 



Henry III. 



' Inier mortem Haroidi,^ Ao 
oording to Florence, Aelfred died 
A.D. 1036, consequently prior 
to the death of Harold. We 
should probably read * Cnutonis' 
for « Haroldi/ 

* Quia chronica tacet.^ The 
printed Saxon Chronicle has no 



mention of this transaction, but 
there are two manuscripts which 
relate it. See MSS. Cott. Tib. 
B. I. and iv. 

^ Aaserui,'] A, S. D. E, L.; 
affirmo, C. 
. * FUiam,] A.S.E.L.; omit- 
ted in C. I>. 

Y 
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lani; a multis procis tempore patris suspira- 
taiDy nee impetrataniy ^Henrico imperatori Ale- 
mannorum nuptum misit. Celebris iUa pompa 
nuptialis fnit^ et nostro adhuc secnlo etiam in 
triviis cantitata, dnm tanti nominis virgo ad 
navem duceretur; stipantibus omnibus Anglis 
proceribus^ et in expensas conferentibus qoic- 
quid absconderat vel marsupium publicum vel 
serarium regium. Ita ad 'sponsum perveniens, 
multo tempore foedus conjugale fovit : postremo, 
adulterii accusata, puerulum quendam 'stumi 
sui alumnum^ quern secum ex Anglia duxerat^ de- 
latoriy ^giganteae molis bomini, ad monomacbiam 
'apposuit, cseteris clientibus inerti timore refugi- 
entibus. Itaque, conserto duello, per miraculum 
Dei insimulator succiso poplite enervatur. Gun- 
nildis, insperato triumpho tripudians, yiro repn- 
dium dedit ; nee ultra minis aut delinimentis ad- 
duci potuit ut thalamo illius consentiret, sed, 
velum sanctimonialium ^suscipiens, in Dei servi- 
tio placido consenuit otio. 

DB HBNRICO IMPERATORB. 

AceooDt of § 189. Erat imperator multis et magnis vir- 
Hemy m^ tutibus prasditus, et omnium pene ante se belli- 
cosissimus, 4^PP^ V^ etiam Vindelicos et Leu- 
ticios subegerit, cseterosque populos Sueyis con- 
terminos, qui usque ad banc diem soli omnium 
mortalium paganas superstitiones anhelant ; 
nam Saraceni et Turchi Deum Creatorem co- 



' Henrico imperatori Aleman- 
ttonun.] Henry III, boh of Con- 
rad II. 

' Sponsum.'] A, S. L. ; ipon- 
sam, C. D, E, 

» Shtmi.] A. C, D. E. L. ; 
fratrin, S, 

* Uigantea tuolis A^mtiit.] HU 



name was Rodingar, and die 
youth opposed to him is said to 
haye been a dwarf named Mi- 
micon. (Chron. Joh. Bromton.) 

* AppoouitJ] A. C. D. E,; op- 
posuit, S, L. 

* SuMcipiens.] A, C. D, E. L. ; 
accipiens, S. 
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lont^ Mahumet non Deum, sed ' ejus prophetam 
aBStimantes. Vindelici vero Fortunam adorant ; 
cujus idolnm loco nominatissimo ponentes^ cornu 
dextrae ilUus 'componunt plenum potu illo 'quern 
Graeco yocabulo, ex aqua et melle^ Hydromellum 
Yocamus. Idem sanctus Hieronymus ^^p- 
tios et omncs pene Orientales fecisse, in decimo 
octavo super Isaiam libro confirmat. Unde ul- 
timo die Novembris mensis, in circuitu sedentes, 
in commune praegustant ; et si cornu plenum in- 
venerinty magno strepitu ^applaudunt, quod eis 
futuro anno pleno copia cornu responsura sit in 
omnibus ; si contra, gemunt. Hos ergo ita Hen- 
ricus tributarios effecerat, ut, omnibus solemni- 
tatibus quibus ^coronabatur, reges eorum qua^ 
tuor, lebetem quo cames condiebantur, in hu- 
meris suis, per annulos quatuor vectibus ad co- 
quinam vectitarent. 

DB SORORB IMPERATORIS, ET GLBRIGO ILLAM 

DILIGENTE. 

S190. Praeterea crebro tumultibus regni ex- Anecdote of 

• " the emperor. 

peditus, cum se communioni et hilaritati dedisset, 
joci plenuSy ut sat erit duobus probare exemplis. 
Sororem sanctimonialem unice diligebat, ut suo 
eam lateri deesse non pateretur, sed semper tri- 
clinium ejus suo conjungeret. Dum igitur qua- 
dam hyeme, quab nivibus et pruinis aspera in- 
hoiTueraty uno diu loco detineretur, clericus qui- 
dam curialis, familiarior justo puellae effectus, 
crebro nocturnas in cubiculo ejus protelabat vi- 
gilias; et quamlibet multimodis tergiversatio- 



> J^M.] £. ; Dei, A,S,C. D. L, 
* Componunt,'\ A. C, D.E,L, ; 

imponunt, S, 

» Quern,] A, S.; quod, C. D, 

E.L. 



* Applaudunt,] A.S.D. E, L. ; 
plaiidentes, C. 

^ Conmabatur.'] A. D, E, L. ; 
coroDftbantur, S. 

Y a 
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nibus nequitiam palliaret^ advertit illnd aliquis 
(quod difficile sit crimen non prodere vultu vel 
gestu) ; et jam vulgo rem ventilante, solos nescie- 
bat imperator, et sororem suam pudicam credere 
audebat. Sed cum quadam nocte cupitis frue- 
rentur amplexibus^ et diutius se yoluptas pro- 
tenderety illuxit mane, et ecce omnem terram nix 
operuerat ; tum clericus^ qui se deprehendendum 
per vestigia in nive timeret^ persuadet amicse 
suae ut dorso ejus impositus angustias illas eva^ 
deret. Illa^ ^non refutans impudentiam dum- 
modo vitaret verecundiam, levat tergo amasium 
et extra curiam effert. Et forte tum imperator 
minctum surrexerat^ et per fenestram coenaculi 
* despiciens videt clericum equitantem : primo 
quidem visu hebetatus, sed^ re diligentius explo- 
rata^ pudore et indignatione obmutuit. Interea 
hassitanti utrum peccatum impunitum dimitteret, 
vel peccantes honeste redargueret^ obvenit oc- 
casio ut episcopatum vacantem daret clerico; 
hsec verba auribus insusurrans^ 'Accipe/ inquit, 
' episcopatum^ et vide ne ulterius inequites mu- 
lierem/ Item dans abbatiam sanctimonialium 
' germanse, * Esto/ ait, ' abbatissa, nee ultra patia- 
ris clericum ^equitem/ Confusi illi, qui tam gravi 
dicto se sentirent lapidatos, desiverunt a flagitio 
quod divinitus inspiratum putabant Domino. 



1 Ncm.'] A, C. D, E. L. ; omit- 
ted in S, 

* Despiciens,'] A, S,C. E, L. ; 
respiciens, D, 

' Germana,] A. S, D, E, L. ; 
Borori, C. 



^EquUem,'] C. D. £.; equi- 
tantem, A, S. L. — A story neariy 
similar to the above has been 
told of the celebrated Eginhaidt 
and the daughter of Charlemagne. 
See Du Chesne, Script. Franc, 
tom. II. (Sharpe, 841.) 
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DB GLBRICO NOLBNTB LBGBRB BVANGELIUM PRO 

IMPBRATORB. 

^ 191. Item habebat clericum in curia^ qui et Another 

anecdote. 

literarum peritiam et vocis elegantiam vitio cor- 
poris deformabat^ quod meretriculam yillse de- 
men ter ardebat ; cum qua nocte quadam solenni 
Yolutatns, mane ad missam imperatoris aperta 
fronte astabat. Dissimulata scientia, mandat ei 
Caesar ut se paret ad evangelium, quod ejus 
melodia delectaretur ; erat enim diaconus. Ille^ 
pro peccati conscientia^ multis prasstig^is snbter- 
fugere ; imperator contra nunciis urgere, nt pro- 
baret constantiam : ad extremnm prorsus abnu- 
enti^ ^ Quia/ inquit, ' non vis mihi parere in tam 
facili obsequiOy ego te extorrem totius terras meae 
'esse praecipio.' Clericus amplexus sententiam 
abscessit continuo ; missi pedissequi qui eum 
persequerentur, ut, si perseverandum putaret, 
jam urbem egressum revocarent. Ita incunc- 
tanter compilatis omnibus suis et in sarcinulas 
compositisy jam profectum, magnaque violentia 
retractum, Henrici praesentiae sistunt ; qui lastum 
subridens, ' Probe/ ait, * fecisti, et gratulor probi- 
tati tuae, quod pluripenderis Dei timorem quam 
patriam,respectum coelestis irae quam meas minas ; 
quapropter habeto episcopatum qui primus in 
imperio meo vacaverit, tantum indecenti amori 
renuncies.' 

§ 192. At, quia nihil constans est in humanis a legend. 
gaudiis, quoddam triste portentum tempore ejus 
accidit, quod non tacebo. Fuldense coenobium 
est in Saxonia, 'sancti Galli corpore insigne, et 



1 £Mf.] C. £. ; omitted in 
A.S.D.L, 

* Sancti GaUi,^ S. Gal. Ir- 
landoiBy disciple de S. Colomban, 
le suiriten France. Son rare nit- 
rite le fitchoifli pour6tre ^resque 



de Constance : mais il fit ^lire 
en sa place Jean son disciple. 
II fonda, Tan 616, un monast^re 
c^l^bre en Suisse, qui porte son 
nom, et mourut Fan 640, ag^ de 
05 ans. (Moreri.) 
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praediis ditatum permagnificis. Ejus loci abbas 
sexaginta millia bellatonim imperatori praebet 
in hostem, habetque ex antiquo priyilegium ut 
in praecellentibus festivitatibus ad dextram ejus 
consideat. Hie ergo Henricus Pentecosten apud 
^Mogontiam celebrabat. Paulo ante missam, cum 
sedilia pararentur in ecclesia, inter cubicularios 
archiepiscopi et abbatis jurgium agitatum utrorum 
dominus juxta Csesarem sederet ; illis prasrogati- 
vam antistitis^ istis priscum 'morem referentibus. 
Ubi verbis parum ad concordiam proceditur, (ut 
habent Germanic idemque Teutones, indomitum 
animum,) ad pugnam ventum : itaque pars sudes 
arripere, pars saxa jacere, pars enses evagi- 
nare^ postremo quicquid primum ira invenisset, 
eo pro armis uti ; ita furore per ecclesiam. gras- 
sante^ pavimentum sanguine inundavit. Sed sta- 
tim episcopis convolantibus pace inter reliqnias 
dissidentium statuta, templum purgatum, missa 
festivis clamoribus acta. Cum vero, mira subji- 
ciam, sequentia ^cantitata^ et versu^ ' Hunc diem 
gloriosum fecisti/ chori conticuissent, vox ab 
aere lapsa late insonuit, ^ Hunc diem belli- 
cosum ego feci.' Rigentibus caeteris^ imperator 
diligentius intendens muneri, lastitiamque intelli- 
gens inimiciy ^Tu/ inquit, ^omnis malitiae in- 
ventor simul et incentor, diem bellicosum et 
arrogantibus luctuosum fecisti ; sed nos per Dei 
gratiam^ qui ilium gloriosum fecit, pauperibus 
gratiosum reddemus.' Et mox, reincepta se- 
quential solemni ploratu Sancti Spiritus gratiam 
invitabat; intelligeres ilium adventasse, illis can- 
tantibus, istis lachrymantibus, omnibus pectora 



^ Mogontiam.} S. L. ; Mogon- 
tium, A, C. D. E, 

^ Morem.] A. S. D. E. L.; 
nomcn, C. 



^Cantitata.] E.; cantata, ^1. 5. 

r. D. L. 
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tundentibus. Finita missa, egenis per prsecones 
conclamatiSy omnes dapes quae sibi et curialibus 
parabantur in usus eorum exhausit; ipse ob- 
sonia apponens, ipse juxta disciplinam ministro- 
rum de longe consistens, ipse superflua ciborum 
abstergens. 

§ 193. Tempore Conradi patris a quodam cle- a legend. 
rico fistulam tulerat argenteam qua pueri ludo 
aquam jaciilantur, pactus episcopatum cum foret 
imperator. Adultus repetenti pollicitum impigre 
dederat ; nee multo post, aspera valetudine cor- 
reptusy decubuit. Morbo crescente, triduo 'exsen- 
sus et mutus jacuit, cum in solo pectore vitalis 
halitus palpitaret ; nee aliud vita; indicium erat 
quam quod, manu ad nares apposita, quantulus- 
cunque sentiebatur anhelitus. Episcopi prae- 
sentes, triduano indicto jejunio, lachrymis et votis 
pro vita reg^s superos pulsabant; quibus, ut 
credi fas est, remediis convalescens, accitum epi- 
scopum quem injuste fecerat, sententia concilii 
deposuit: professus se toto triduo daemones in- 
festos yidisse flammam in se per fistulam jacu- 
lantes, flammam adeo pertinacem ut noster ignis, 
in comparatione illius, jocus putetur et nihil 
calere. Juvenem inter haec semiustulatum ad- 
ventasse, ferentem immensae magnitudinis ca- 
licem aureum aqua plenum ; cujus visione et 
laticis asperg^ne delinitum, extinctis ardoribus, in 
sanitatem evasisse. Ephoebum ilium beatum 
fuisse Laurentium, cujus ecclesiae tectum longa 
cane dissolutum compaginarit, et praoter alia 
xenia calice aureo honorificarit. , 

§ 194. Occurrunt hoc loco quae de illo viro 
feruntur magna miracula, ut de cerva qua3 ilium, 
inimicos fugitantem, ultra invadabilem fluvium 

' Exsensus.] S, ; all the MSS. read ' cxsensis.* 
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dorso evexerit, et quibusdam aliis^ quibus ideo 
supersedeo quia aestimationem lectoris super- 
DMtb of the gredi nolo. 'Obiit octavo decimo anno imperii 
iuS!m«. emensoy et apud Spiram conditus est, qnam ipse 
ex antiquissima et diruta Nemeto ita nominatam 
novavit. Epitaphium ejus hoc est : 



Hit epitaph. 



^ Csesar, tantus eras quantus et orbis. 
At nunc in modico clauderis antro. 
Post hsec quisque sciat ^se ruiturum, 
Et quod nulla mori gloria toUat. 
Florens imperii gloria quondam, 
Desolata suo Caesare marcet ; 
HanCy ultra, speciem non babitura 
Quam tecum moriens occuluisti. 
Leges a senibus patribus auctas, 
Quas lassata diu raserat setas, 
Omnes ut fuerant ipse reformans, 
Romanis studuit reddere causis. 
Tu, longinqua satis regna, locosque 
Quos nullus potuit flectere, Caesar, 
Romanis onerans viribus artus. 
Ad civile decus excoluisti. 
O quanto premitur Roma dolore, 
Desolata prius morte Leonis : 
Nunc, Auguste, tuo funere languens, 
Bino se viduam lumine plangit. 
Quae te non timuit patria vivum ? 
Vel quae non doluit, Caesar, obisse ? 
Nam sic laetus eras jam superatis, 
Et sic indomitis gentibus asper ; 



' 06tti octavo decimo anno im- 
perii.'] Henry died at Botfeld, on 
the confines of Saxe and lliu- 
ringe, in the eighteenth year of 
hia reign, but in the fifteenth of 



his empire, on the 7th of October, 
A.D. 1056, and was interred at 
Spire. 

' Se ruiturum.] A. S. C a. D. 
E,L,; se moritumm, C. 
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Ut, quae non timuit, jure doleret, 
Ely quae non doluit, jure timeret. 
Luge^ Roma, tuum nomen in umbris ; 
Et defecta duo ' lumina luge.' 

§ 195. Sane ^iste Leo, de quo epitaphium lo- 
quitur, fuerat Romae apostolicus, ex Brunone 
'Spirensi episcopo ita vocatus et provectus; 
magnae et mirabilis sanctitatis, cujus Romani 
multa miracula per orbem serunt. Obierat ante 
'^Henricum, post ^quinque annos apostolatus. 

DE SANCTO EADWARDO TERTIO, REGB ET CON- 

FBSSORE. 

§ 196. ^Anno ab incamatione Domini mille- Eadward the 
simo quadragesimo secundo, 'Edwardus filius a.d. 1042. 
Etbelredi suscepit regnum, mansitque in eo 
anoisvig^nti quatuor non plenis ; vir propter mo- 
rum simplicitatem parum imperio idoneus, sed 
Deo devotus, ideoque ab eo ^directus. Denique 
eo regnante nuUus tumultus domesticus qui non 
cito comprimeretur, nullum bellum forinsecus; 
omnia domi forisque quieta, omnia tranquilla: 
quod eo magis stupendum, quia ita se mansuete 
agcret ut nee viles homunculos verbo laedere 



* Ltnntiia.] A. E,; Dumina, S, 
C. D. L, 

' Irie Leo."] Brono bishop of 
Toul was chosen pope, as Leo IX, 
at the close of the year 1048, by 
the prelates and nobles assembled 
at Mayence by command of the 
emperor Henry III. He was en- 
throned at Rome on the ISth of 
February following ; and died on 
the 10th of April 1054. 

' Spiram cpucopo.] The more 
correct reading would seem to 
be ' Tullensi episcopo/ 

* Henricum.] A, C. D. E, L. ; 
Henricum imperatorem, S. 



* Quimqm.] A, S, D. E. L. ; 
quindecim,C. — Leo IX. presided 
fire years and a few weeks. 

' Atmo ab incarruUunu Dowum 
miUenmo quadragenmo jectdido, 
EdwarduijUiui Ethelredi ttucepit 
regnumJ] Hardacnutdied in 104S, 
and Eadward was elected king 
in the summer of that year ; but 
he was not crowned until Easter- 
day (April S) in the following 
year. 

7 fdvardaw.] A, C. D, E, L, ; 
sanctus Edwardus, S. 

» Dirfctnn,] 8, C. D, E. L. ; 
dilectus, A, 
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nosset. Nam dum quadam vice venatnm isset, 
et agrestis quidam stabulata ilia quibus in cau- 
ses cervi urgentur confudisset, ille sua nobili 
percitus ira, ' Per Deum,' inqnit, * et matrem 
ejus^ tantundem tibi nocebo si potero/ Eg^- 
gius animus, qui se regem in talibus non memi- 
nisset, nee abjectse conditionis homini se posse 
nocere putaret. Erat interea ejus apud domes- 
ticos reverentia vebemens, apud exteros metus 
ingens ; fovebat profecto ejus simplicitatem 
Deus, ut posset timeri qui nesciret irasci. Sed, 
quamvis ' vel deses vel simplex putaretur, babe- 
bat comites qui eum ex bumili in altum conan- 
A.D. 1054. tem erigerent. 'Siwardum Northimbrensium, 
qui, jussu ejus cum Scotorum rege Macbetha 
congressus, vita regnoque spoliavit; ibidemque 
'Malcolmum, filium regis Cumbrorum, regem in- 
stituit. Lefricum Herefordensium, qui eum con- 
tra simultates ^Godwini favore magnifico tuta- 
batur, quod ille fidente conscientia meritorum 
minus regem revereretur. Leofricus cum con- 
juge Godiva, in Dei rebus munificus, monasteria 
multa constituit; Coventreias, sanctas Marise 
Stoue, Wenelok, Leonense, et nonnulla alia : 
cseteris ornamenta et prsedia, Coventreiae corpus 
suum cum maximo apparatu auri et argenti de- 
legavit. ^Haroldum West-Saxonum filium 6od- 
wini, qui duos fratres reges Walensium, Bis et 
Griffinum, solertia sua in mortem egerit, om- 



1 Vel due$,^ A. S. C. D, L. ; 
omitted in E, 

' Siwardtim . . . «poltavtt.] The 
Saxon Chronicle states that on 
the day of the Seren Sleepers 
(27th Joly), A.D. 1054, Earl Si- 
ward went with a larg^ army 
against Scotland, and, engaging 
with the Scots, he put Macbeoth 
to flight. 



' AfakofoiiMi.] Malcolm III. 
See note *, p. SOS, and Sax. 
Ghron. AJ>. 1067. 

^ Godiotiii.] For an account of 
Godwin's rebellion, &c. see Sax. 
Chron. A.D. 1051, 1058. 

* HiaroUmn.] Afterwards king 
of Engtand. 
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nemque illam barbariem ad statum provincial 
sub reg^ fide ' redegerit. Fuerunt tamen non- 
nuUa quae gloriam temporum deturparent : mo- 
nasteria tunc monachis viduata ; prava judicia a 
perversis hominibus commissa ; supellex matris 
ejus, praecipiente illo, penitus abrasa. Sed ha- 
rum rerum invidiam amatores ipsius ita exte- 
nuare conantur: monasteriorum destruction per- 
versitas judiciorum, non ejus scientia^ sed per 
Godwini filiorumque ejus sunt commissa yio- 
lentiam, qui regis ridebant indulgentiam ; postea 
tamen ad eum delata, acriter 'illorum exilio vin- a.d. losi. 
dicata. Mater 

* Angustos filii jamdudum riserat annos/ 

nihil unquam de suo largita, haereditario sci- 
licet odio parentis in prolem ; nam magis Cnu- 
tonem et amaverat vivum, et laudabat defunc- 
tum. Praeterea, congestis undecunque talentis 
crumenas infecerat, pauperum oblita; quibus 
non patiebatur dari nummum ne diminueret nu- 
merum. Itaque quod injuste coacervarat non 
'inhoneste ablatum ; ut egenorum proficeret com- 
pendio, et fisco sufficeret regio. Hasc referen- 
tibus etsi plurimum fides ^haberi debeat/sanctam 
tamen mulierem fuisse comperio, et thesauros 
suos in omamenta ecclesias Wintoniae et alia^ 
rum fortassis expendisse. Sed ut ad superiora 



■ Ridegerit.] A, S, D. E, L. ; 
subegerit, C. 

' lUorum exUio,'] Earl Godwin 
and his sons were exiled in the 
year 1051 : the earl, with his wife 
and three children, Sweyn, Tos- 
tigy and Gyrth, went to Bruges 
and sought the protection of Earl 
Baldwin ; Harold and Leofwine 
retired to Ireland. (Sax. Cliron. 
A.D. 1051.) Sec also Malraesb. 



De Gestis Pontif. lib. i. p. 116, 
ed. Lond. 

* Inhoneste.'] A. C a. D. E. L. ; 
injuste,^. Cl. 

« Haberi.^ A. C. D, E. L. ; 
adhiberi, S. 

^ Sanciam tamen mmlierem fu- 

iase comperio, et themwro$ raof ni 

omamenta eccUaia Wintonia et 

aliarum/oriassis expendi$9e.] See 

I^181,p. 3U7. 
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Eadward redeam. Hardecnuto mortno, Edwardus, tain 
<3odwin, tristi nuncio accepto> incertumque fluctnans quid 
ageret, quo se verteret nesciebat. Multa vol- 
venti potior sententia visa ut Godwini consilio 
fortunas suas trutinaret. Conventus ille per le- 
gatarios ut pace prsefata colloquerentor, din 
hsesitabnndus et cogitans tandem ' annuit ; vcni- 
entem ad se^ et conantem ad genua procumbere, 
allevat ; Hardecnuti mortem ^exponentem, oran- 
temque in Normanniam reditus auxilium ingen- 
tibus promissis 'bonorat. Melius esse ut yivat 
gloriosus in imperio, quam ignominiosus moria- 
tur in exilio. Ilium Ethelredi filium, Edgari ne- 
potem; jure ei competere regnum 'sevi maturo, 
laboribus defsecato, scienti administrare princi- 
patum per setatem severe, miserias provincialium 
pro pristina egestate temperare. Id quo minus 
fiat nihil obstare, si sibi credendum putet, suam 
auctoritatem plurimum in Anglia ponderari : quo 
se pronior inclinaverit, eo fortunam vergere; si 
auxilietur, neminem ausurum obstrepere, et e 
converso. Paciscatur ergo sibi amicitiam so- 
lidam, filiis bonores integros, filiae matrimonium : 
• brevi futurum ut se regem yideat, qui nunc vitss 
naufragus, exul spei, alterius opem implorat. 
j^ rdiM on § 197. Nihil erat quod Edwardus pro necessi- 
tate temporis non polliceretur ; ita utrinque fide 
data, quicquid petebatur sacramento firmayit. 
Nee mora, ^Gillingeham congregato concilio, ra- 
tionibus suis expUcitis, regem efiecit, hominlo 
palam omnibus dato: homo afiectati leporis, et 
ingenue gentilitia lingua eloquens, mirus dicere. 



' iiiiiiKt^.] C. D. E, ; non ab- 
Duit, A, S,L. 

* Exponentem,'] A, S, D, E, L, ; 
proDunciantein, C. 



' HoRontf.] A. D.E, L,; one- 
ntf S, Cm 

*jEmJ] C. D. E. ; sbto, A.S.L. 

* GiUmgekam.] A. S. D. E. L. ; 
Lundoniam, C. 
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miras populo persnadere quse placerent. Qui- 
dam auctoritatem ejus secuti, quidam mune- 
ribus flexi, quidam etiam debitum Edward! am- 
plexi ; pauci qui prseter sequum et bonum resti- 
tcre, ' et tunc censorie notati, et postmodum ab 
Anfflia expulsi. Edwardus die solenni Paschse is crowned, 

A.D 104S 

mag^ia pompa apud ' Wintoniam coronatus; et ab 
'Edsio archiepiscopo sacra re^nandi praecepta 
edoctus, quse ille tunc memoria libenter recon- 
didit, et postea sancte factis propalavit. Idem 
Edsius^ posteriori anno in incurabilem morbum a.d. 1044. 
incidens, '^successorem sibi abbatem Abbandoniae 
Siwardum statuit ; ante cum rege tantum et co- 
mite communicato consilio, ne quis ad tantum 
fastig^um aspiraret indignus, ^ vel prece vel pre- 
tio. Non multo post, 'Edgitham filiam Godwini Harriet Bad- 
rex in connubium accepit ; foeminam in cujus 1045? 



> Et"] A.S.CJ).E2.L. ; omit- 
ted in £. 

' Wintoniam.^ A. S. D. E. L. ; 
Liindoniam, C. — ^Londoniae le- 
yatur in regem. (A.D. 1042.) 
Ungitur in regem Wintoniae. 
(A.D. 104S.) (Flor. Wigoni.) 

' Edno . . . edoctMM.] Eadsige 
was translated from Winchester 
to Canterbury in 10S8. The 
Saxon Chronicle states that he 
consecrated King Eadward at 
Winchester on Easter-day, and 
before all people well admonish- 
ed him. 

* SueciSiorem $ibi abhaiem Ab- 
bandonuB Siwardum statuii ... pre- 
iio,] * This year (1044) Archbishop 
Eadsige resigned his see from 
infirmity, and consecrated Si- 
ward, abbot of Abingdon, bishop 
thereto, with the permission and 
advice of the king and Earl God- 
win. It was known to few men 
else before it was done, because 
the archbishop feared that some 
other man would either beg or 



buy it.' (Sax. Chron.) See also 
Malmes. De Gestis Pont. lib. i. 
p. 116. It would seem, how- 
erer, from Florence, and other 
authorities, that Siward was no- 
thing more than the assistant of 
Archbishop Eadsige. 'Decessit 
quoque Siwardus, Eadsii Doro- 
bemensis archiepiscopi corepi- 
scopus.' (Flor. Wigom. A. D. 
1049.) Again, AJ>. 1050, ' Ead- 
sius Dorobemensis archiepisco- 
pus obiit, cui Robertus Lundo- 
nensis episcopus, genere Nor- 
mannorum, successit.' (Flor. Wi- 
gom.) 

* Vel prece vel pretiiO,'\ A. S, 
D, E, L,; omitted in CI. ; in- 
serted in the margin of C 2. 

' EdgUkamJUiam Godwmi rex 
in amnubimm accepit,] <In the 
same year (1046) King Eadward 
took to wife Eadgithe, daughter 
of Earl Godwin, ten days be- 
fore Candlemas.' (2Srd Jan.) 
(Sax. Chron.) 
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pectore omnium liberalium artium esset gymna- 
sium, sed parvum in mundanis rebus ingenium; 
quam cum videres, ' si literas stuperes^ modestiam 
certe animi et speciem corporis desiderares. 
Hsec, et vivo marito et mortuo, probri suspicione 
non caruit ; sed, ^moriens tempore ^Willelmi, jure- 
jurando astantibus de perpetua integritate ultro 
satisfecit. Nuptam sibi rex hac arte tractabat, 
ut nee thoro amoveret^ nee virili more cognos- 
ceret: quod an ^familiae illius odio, quod pru- 
denter dissimulabat pro tempore, an amore cas- 
titatis fecerit, pro certo compertum non babeo. 
lUud celeberrime fertur, nunquam iUum cujus- 
quam mulieris contubemio pudicitiam laesisse. 
sutemente Sed Quia ad id locorum ventum est. lectorem 

nf Saxon and 

Normu hi*- prsemonitum volo quod hie quasi ancipitem viam 
runce. narrationis video, quia Veritas factorum pendet 
in dubio. Siquidem aliquantos Normannos rex 
accersierat, qui olim inopiam exulis pauculis be- 
neficiis levarant; inter quos ^Robertum, quern 
ex monacho Gemmeticensi episcopum Londonise, 
A.D. 1051. et post archiepiscopum Cantuariae, statuerat. 



^ Si lUenu gtupercM.^ Ingul- 
phu8, alluding to Eadgithe, 
writes : ' PueUa pulcherrima, li- 
tem apprime erudita ;' and ' Vidi 
ego illam mnltotiens, cum pa- 
trem meum in regis curia mo- 
rantem adhuc puer inviserem, 
et saepius mihi de scholia veni- 
enti de Uteris ac versu meo 
apponebaty cum occurrerem ; 
et libentissime de grammatica 
soliditate ad logicam leritatem, 
qua callebat, declinans, cum ar- 
gumentorum subtili ligamine me 
conclusisset, semper tribus aut 
quatuor nummis per ancillulam 
numeratis, ad regium penu trans- 
misity et refectum dimisit/ 

^ MorienMJ] Eladgithe died at 



Winchester seven days before 
Christmas (Dec. 19% in the year 
1075 ; and was buried with great 
pomp in the same grave as her 
husband, at Westminster, by 
command of William the Con- 
queror. 

> WUUlmi,^ C. D. E. ; legis 
WiUebni, A. S. L. 

* Fomtluv.] A. S. D, E. L, ; 
fiicile, C. 

* Mobertum^ qtiem ex monaeho 
Gemmeticetui epueapumLomdomia^ 
et pott archiepiscopum Coiiliiiirup, 
Hatuerat, ] Robert was made 
archbishop of Canterbury in the 
year 1051 (Sax. Chron.) and 
expelled in the following year. 
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Hunc, cum reliquis^ Angli modemi vituperant de- 
latorem Godwin! et filiorum ejus, hunc discor^ 
diaa seminatorem, hunc archiepiscopii emptorem : 
Godwinum et natos magnanimos viros, et Indus- 
trios auctores et tutores regni Edwardi, non mi- 
nun si succensuerint quod novos homines et 
advenas sibi prseferri viderent ; nunquam ta- 
men contra regem, quem semel fastigaverint, 
aaperum etiam verbum locutos. Contra, Nor- 
manni sic se defensitant, ut dicant et eum et 
filios magna arrogantia et infidelitate in regem 
et 4n familiares ejus egisse, aequas sibi partes in 
imperio vendicantes; ssepe de ejus simplicitate 
solitos nugari, saepe insignes facetias in ilium 
jaculari : id Normannos 'perpeti nequivisse, quin 
illorum potentiam quantum possent enervarent. 
Denique Deum monstrasse quam sancto animo 
Godwinus servierit ; nam cum post piraticas 
rapinas, unde dicemus inferius, priori gratise 
redditus esset, et in convivio cum rege discuin- 
beret, orto sermone de 'Elfredo regis fratre, * Tu/ 
inquit, '^rex, ad omnem memoriam germani, ru- 
gato me vultu video quod aspicias ; sed non 
patiatur Deus ut istam ofiam transglutiam, si Death or 

«/.. • f • • ^ A. :a • Godwin, 

"^fui conscius alicujus rei quaa spectaret ad ejus a.d. loss. 
periculum vel tuum incommodum.' Hoc dicto, 
offa quam in os miserat suffocatus, 'oculos ad 



^ /».] A, S, C. L, ; omitted in 
D.E. 

' Perpeti,] A, D,E, L.; pati, 
S. C. 

' E^fredo regis fratrt,'\ See 
§ 188, p. 321. 

* Rex.l A, D. E.L.; O rex, 
S.C. 

* F«t.] A. S.D. E, £.; aim, C. 
' Oeulos ad mortem invertitJ] 

The SaxoD Chronicle gives a dif- 
ferent Yeraion of the death of 



Earl Godwin. * In this year 
(105S) the king was at Winches- 
ter, at Easter (11th April), and 
Earl Godwin with him, and 
Earl Harold his son, and Tos- 
tig. On the day after Easter 
he sat with the king at table, 
when he suddenly sank beneath 
against the foot-rail, deprived 
of speech and of all his strength. 
He was brought into the king's 
chamber, in the expectation of 
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Sazonind 

Normani 

comitarad. 



mortem invertit. Inde ab ipso filio ejus Ha- 
roldo^ qui regi astabat, sub mensa extractus, in 
episcopatu Wintouiae sepultus est. 

§ 198. Propter istas, ut dixi, altercationes pe- 
ricUtatur oratio, dum quod ex asse verum defi- 
niam nou habeo, vel propter naturale utrarum- 
que gentium dissidium, vel quia ita res se ha- 
bet quod Angli aspemanter ferant superiorem, 
Normanni nequeant pati parem. Sed de mo- 
ribus eorum in sequenti libro pergam dicere, cum 
de adventu Normannorum in Angliam occasio se 
obtulerit. Nunc, ' quanta veritate potuero, per- 
stringam de simultate regis in Godwinum et 
filios ejus. 
Origin or § 1^. ^ Eustachius erat comes Bononiae, pa- 

Eftdwud't 

qiumrei with ter Godcfridi et Baldewini qui nostro tempore 
reges ^apud lerosolymam fuerunt : habebatque 
sororem reg^ Godam legitimis nuptiis despon- 
satam, quae ex altero viro, Waltero Medantino, 
filium tulerat ^Radulfum, qui eo tempore erat 
comes Herefordensis, ignavus et timidus, qui 
Walensibus pugna cesserit, comitatumque suum, 



his recorering; but it was not 
so. He continued thus speech- 
less and helpless till the Thurs- 
day, when he resigned his life, 
on the 17th before the calends 
of May (April 15) ; and he is bu- 
ried at Winchester in the old 
minster.' See also Florence of 
Worcester, A.D. 105S. 

^ Quanta veritate potuero, per- 
ttringam.'] See the Saxon Chro- 
nicle, An. 1052 (1050-1.) 

' Euttachiui erat comes Bono- 
Jittf, pater God^ridi et Balde- 
wini qui noitro tempore rege» apud 
Iero$olymaMfuerunt,'\ Eustace II, 
sumamed Aux Grenons. He 
succeeded his father, Eustace I, 
in 1049 ; and married, in 1050, 
Goda, daughter of King Aethel- 1 



berht, and widow of Gauthier 
comte de Mantes, by whom he 
had no issue : but by his wife 
Ida he left three sons ; Eustace, 
who succeeded him; Godefroi, 
created in 1076 marquis d'An- 
vers by the emperor Henry IV, 
and afterwards due de Bouillon, 
was elected king of Jerusalem 
in 1099 (2Srd July), and, dying 
18th July 1100, was succeeded 
by his brother Baudouin, comte 
d'Edesse. 

' Apud leroeoipnam.'l CJ>.£. ; 
lerosolymorum. A, S. L, 

^ Raduyum.'] See Florence of 
Worcester, A.D. 1051.— Ralph 
earl of Hereford died Slst Dec. 
1057. (Sax. Chron. and Flor. 
Wigom.) 
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et urbem cum episcopo, ignibus eorum consu- 
mendum reliquerit ; cujus rei infamiam, mature 
veuiens Haroldus virtutibus suis abstersit. Eus- 
tachius ergo, transfretato mari de Witsand in 
Doveram, regem Edwardum, nescio qua de cau- 
sa, adiit. CoUocutus cum eo, et re impetrata Fnj b»- 
quam petierat, ^per Doroberniam redibat : unus tacTLdUM 
antecursorum ejus ferocius cum cive agens, etm " 
vulnere magis quam ^prece hospitium exigens, 
ilium in sui ^excidium invitavit. Quo cognito, 
Eustachius, ad ulciscendam necem servi cum 
toto comitatu profectus, homicidam quidem cum 
aliis decem et octo iuteremit : sed, civibus ad arma 
convolantibus, viginti ex suis amisit, innumeris 
Yulneratis ; ipse yix cum altero in ipso tumultu 
subterfugit. Inde ad curiam pedem referens, 
nactusque secretum suae partis patronus assis- 
tens, iram regis in Anglos exacuit. Godwinus oodwin 
per nuncios ad curiam accitus venit. Exposita befon the 
causa, et praecipue rege insolentiam Dorober- 
nensium accumulante, intellexit vir acrioris in- 
genii, unius tantum partis auditis allegationibus, 
non debere proferri sententiam. Itaque quam- 
yis rex jussisset ilium continuo cum exercitu in 
Cantiam proficisci, in Dorobemenses gravitcr ul- 
turum, restitit ; et quod omnes alienigenas apud 
reg^ gratiam invalescere invideret, et quod com- 
patriotis amicitiam praestare vellet. Praeterea 
videbatur ejus responsio in rectitudinem propen- 



> Per Dorobemiam redibat.'] 
Malmesbury seems to hare taken 
his account of the fray between 
the men of Eustace earl of Bou- 
logne and the townsmen of 
Dover from the Saxon Chronicle, 
which states that the earl and 
his men, haring taken their re- 
past at Canterbury, proceeded to 



Dover, where they had resolved 
to quarter themselves : there this 
transaction took place, and not 
at Canterbury, as Malmesbury 
implies. 

* Prece,"] A, CD, £,L. ; prece 
aut pretio, iSf. 

* Exeidium,] A. S, D, E. L, ; 
exitinm, C. 

Z 
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sior, ut magnates illius castelli blande ia curia 
regis de seditione convenirentur : si se possent 
explacitare^ illsesi abirent ; si nequirent, pecania 
vel corporum suorum dispendio, regi cujus pa- 
cem infregeranty et comiti quern laeserant, satis- 
facerent : iniquum videri ut quos tutari debeas, 
eos ipse ^potissimum inauditos adjudices. Ita tunc 
discessum, Godmno parvi pendente regis furo- 
rem quasi momentaneum. Quocirca totius regni 
proceres jussi Gloecestram convenire, ut ibi mag- 
no conventu res ventilaretur. Venerunt 'eo etiam 
Northanhimbri comites tunc famosissimi, Sjrwar* 
dus et LeofricuSy omnisque Anglorum nobilitas. 
Soli Godwinus ejusque filii^ qui se suspectos sci- 
rent, sine prsesidio armorum veniendum non ar- 
bitrati, cum manu valida Beverstane restiterunt ; 
famam serentes in vulgus^ quod ideo exercitum 
adunassent ut Walenses compescerent, qui, ty- 
rannidem in regem meditantes, oppidum in page 
Herefordensi obfirmaverant, ubi tunc Swanus, 
unus ex filiis Godwini, militias prsetendebat ex- 
cubias. Sed Walenses jam audientiam prseve- 
nerant, et conspirationis accusatos invisos curiae 
toti fecerant, adeo ut rumor spargeretur quod 
in eodem loco regius exercitus eos adoriretur. 
Quo accepto, Godwinus ad conjuratos classicum 
cecinit ut ultro domino regi non resisterent ; sed, 
si conventi fuissent, quin se ulciscerentur loco 
non cederent. Et profecto facinus miserabile 
et plusquam civile bellum fuissct, nisi maturiora 
consilia intercessissent. Ita quantulacunque 
Concordia interim inita, iterum praeceptum ut 
Londoniam concilium congregaretur ; mandatum 
Swano filio Godwini ut fuga sua regis iram mi- 



1 PoHssimum,] A. S. C. D. L, ; 

omitted in £. 



' Eo etiam,'] S. D. E, L. ; 
etiam ibi, C. ; ergo eo etiam, A* 
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tigaret. Godwinus et Haroldus quantocius ad 
concilium hac conventione vemrent inermes^ duo- 
decim solum homines adducerent ; servitium mi- 
litum, quos per Angliam habebant, reg^ contra- 
derent. Contra^ illi negare : non posse se ad 
conventiculum factiosorum sine vadibus et obsi- 
dibus pergere ; domino suo in militum deditione 
parituros, tum prseterea in omnibus praeter glo- 
rias et salutis periculum. Si veniant inermes, 
yitae timeri dispendium ; si paucos stipatores ha- 
beant, glorise fore opprobrium. Obstinatius ob- 
firmarat rex animum ne adquiesceret precibus 
supplicantium ; itaque prolatum edictum ut in- 
tra quinque dies Anglia excederent. Godwi- oodwin and 
nus et Swanus Flandriam^ Haroldus concessit mshed, a.ix 
Hiberniam. Comitatus ejus attributus Elgaro 
Leofnci filio, viro industrio ; quem ille suscipiens 
tunc rexit nobiliter^ reverso restituit libenter. 
Et postea, Godwino mortuo, cum Haroldus pa- 
rentis ducatum impetrasset, repetiit audacter> 
aliquanto tamen tempore inimicorum accusatione 
'exiliatus. Omnis reginse substantia ad unum 
nummum emuncta ; ipsa regis sorori apud Ware- 
wellam in custodiam data, ne scilicet omnibus 
suis parentibus patriam suspirantibus sola ster- 
teret in pluma. Posteriori anno exulum quisque a.d. 1052. 
de loco suo egressi Britanicum mare circumva- 
gari, littora piraticis latrociniis infestare, de cog- 
nati populi opibus praedas eximias ^conjectare. 
Contra quos, a regis parte, plusquam sexaginta 
naves in anchoris constiterunt : praefecti classi 



' ExUiatus,'] Aelfgar was out- 
lawed in 1065, and, joining Grif- 
fin prince of Wales, inraded Eng- 
land, and his outlawry was re- 
versed. Upon the death of his 
father, Earl Leofric, on the SOth 
Sept. 1057, he succeeded to the 



earldom of Mercia ; and in the 
following year, 1058, he was ba- 
nished, but shortly afterwards 
returned, through the aid of Grif- 
fin king of North Wales. 

' Coi|;fctore.] £. ; convectare, 
Jk, S» C. D, L, 
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Odo et Radulfus comites, et regis ' cognati. Nee 
segnem sensit regem ilia necessitas, quin ipse in 
navi pemoctaret, et latronum exitus specula- 
retur^ sedulo explens consilio quod manu ne- 
quibat prae senio. Sed cum cominus ventum 
esset^ et jam pene manus consererentur, nebula 
densissima repente coorta furentum obtutus con- 
fudit^ miseramque mortalium audaciam com- 

Rettoredto pescuit I denique Godwinus ej usque comites, 
eo unde venerant, vento cogente reducti. Non 
multo post, pacifico animo repatriantes, regem 
apud Londoniam ^offenderunt: orantes veniam 
admissi sunt. Senex ille, 'et lingua potens ad 
flectendos animos audientium^ probe se de om- 
nibus quse objectabantur expurgavit: tantum- 
que brevi valuit, ut sibi liberisque suis honores 
integros restitueret ; Normannos omnes, igno- 
minias notatos^ ab Anglia effugaret ; prolata sen- 
tentia in Robertum arcbiepiscopum ejusque com- 
plices quod statum regni conturbarent, animum 
regium in provinciales agitantes. Verum iUe, 
non expectata violentia, sponte profugerat cum 
sermo pacis componeretur ; Romamque profectus, 
et de causa sua sedem apostolicam appellans, 
cum per Gemeticum reverteretur defunctus, ibi- 
que sepultus est in ecclesia sancta; Mariae, quam 
ipse prsBcipuo et sumptuoso opere construxerat. 

Ajeount of Invasit continuo, illo vivente, ^Stigandus, qui erat 
episcopus Wintoniae, archiepiscopatum Cantuari- 



Stlgand. 



> CognaH,1 A, S. D. E, L. ; 
propinqui, C. 

2 OffenderuMt] A, C. D. E, L, ; 
inTenerunt, S. 

' Et lingua potetu,'] C, D, E, 
L, ; et fama clams et lingua po- 
tens, A.; S. omits ' clarus/ 

* Stigandui.] Stigand was con- 
secrated bishop over the East- 
Angles in 1046 ; but he, espous- 
ing the cause of the king's mo- 



ther, was in the same year de- 
prived of his bishoprick : in the 
following year, however, he was 
restored to it Upon the death 
of Aelfwine bishop of Winches- 
ter, in 1047, Stigand succeeded 
to that see; whence, upon the 
outlawry of Archbishop Robert, 
in 1052, he was translated to 
Canterbury, and received a pall 
from Pope Benedict X. in 1058 
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ensem ; infamis ambitus pontifex^ et ' honorum 
ultra debitum appetitor^ qui^ spe throni excelsioris 
episcopatum ^Saxonum Australium deserens, Win- 
toniam insederit, illam quoque cum archiepisco- 
patu tenuerit. Quapropter nunquam ab aposto- 
lica sede pallium meruerit, nisi quod ^Benedictus 
quidam pervasor apostolatus misit ; pecunia sci- 
licet ^ad concedendum comiptus, vel quod mali 
gratificantur similibus. Sed ille mox a ^Nicho- 
lao, qui ex episcopo Florentise legitime papatum 
susceperat, expolsus zelo fidelium^ indebitum no- 
men exuit. Stigandus quoque tempore reg^s 
^Willielmi per cardinales 'Romanos ^degradatus^ 
perpetuisque vinculis innodatus^ inexplebilis avi- 
ditatis nee moriens finem fecit ; siquidem, eo 
mortuo^ clavicula in secretis reperta^ quse, serae 
cubicularis scrinii apposita, innumerabilium the- 
saurorum dedit indicium cartas, in quibus no- 
tata erat et metallorum qualitas et ponderum 
quantitas quae per omnia praedia compilator 
avarus defoderat. Sed hsec postmodum; nunc 
de Godwino quod inchoaveram terminabo. 



^ Honorum.] C. D. E, ; bono- the 18th of the month following, 

mm, A. S, L, by the name of Nicholas II. He 

« Saxonum Australium,] We died at Florence in July 1061. 
ghould probably read 'Orienta- * WiUielmi.'] A. C. D.E. L.; 

liiim Anglonim.' Willelmi conquestoris, 5. 

» Benedktus.] On the death of „ ' Romanes, ] A. S, D. E. ; 

Stephen IX, John bishop of «o™»>^-^- 

Veletri was placed (30th March ^ De^tus.-] Stigand was 

1058) in the holy see by a fac- ^^^^^ *1 * great councU held 

tion, and retained it nine months ?^ ^mchester in the ocUves of 

and twenty days. Although he Easter, AD 1070, in the pre- 

was only in usurper, his name, '^"^^ «f,^« ,^"^8 ^^ ^"^^ ^ 

as Benedict X, is placed among "^^ cardmals, for three causes : 

th« sovereign ^ntiffs. -fV'^"^^y,^*>l/!"*8 the jiee of 

■^ Wmchester with his archbishop- 

Ad amcedendum,] C. £.; rick; for wearing the pall of Arch- 

persuadendum. A, S. D. L. bjghop Robert, whUe yet alive, 

* Nkholao,'] Gerard bishop of who was unjustly expelled ; and 

Florence was elected on the 28th for receiving a pall from Benedict 

December 1058, and crowned on the antipope. (Sim. Dunelm.) 
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Acfonntof §200. Habuit primis annis uxorem Cnutonis 

Godwin re- .... 

sumed. sororcm, ex qiia puemm genuerat; qui, pnmis 
pueritias annis emensis, dum equo quern ab avo 
acceperat puerili jactantia superbiret, ab eodem 
in ' Tamesim portatus, voragine aquae suffocatus 
interiit : mater quoque, ictu fukninis exanimata, 
saBvitiae poenas solvit; quod dicebatur agmina 
mancipiorum, in Anglia coempta, Danemarchiam 
solere mittere, puellas prassertim quas decus et 
8Btas pretiosiores facerent, ut earum deformi com- 
mercio cumulos opum aggeraret. ^Post ejus obi- 
tum aliam duxit, cujus genus non compeii ; de 
qua liberos tulit, Haroldum, Swanum, Tostinum, 
Wulnodum, Girtham, Leofwinum. Haroldus 
post Edwardum rex aliquot mensibus fuit, et, a 
Willelmo apud Hastingas victus, vitam et reg- 
num cum fratribus duobus 'minoribus amisit. 
Wulnodus a rege Edwardo Normanniam missus, 
quod eum pater obsidem dederat, ibi toto tem- 
pore Edwardi inextricabili captione irretitus; 
regnante Willelmo in Angliam remissus, in vin- 
culis Salesbiriae consenuit. Swanus, perversi in- 
genii et infidi in regem, multotiens a patre et 
fratre Haroldo descivit ; et, pirata factus, praedis 
maiinis virtutes majorum polluit. Postremo pro 
Gonscientia^Brunonis cognati interempti, et, ut 



' Tamesim.'] A, C, D, E. L. ; 

Tamesim fluTium, S, 

* Pott ejus obitwn aliam dmxity 
cuius genus non comperi,'] Earl 
Godwin's second wife's name 
was Gytha. (Sax. Chron. and 
Flor. Wigom.) 

* JIf tfion6it#.] E, ; jnnioribus, 
A, S, C. D. L, 

* Brunonis cognati ... et, ut qui- 
dam dicuntffratris,] Sweyn, hav- 
ing seduced Eadgiya abbess of 
Leominster,fled to Denmark ; but, 



being anxious to be pardoned by 
the king, he requested Earl Be- 
orn, his uncle's son, (' filius arun- 
culi suiy Danici comitis, Ulfi/) 
to accompany and intercede for 
him. Beom yielded to his kins- 
man's request, and, fearing no 
treachery, took only three attend- 
ants wi^ him. He was, how- 
ever, no sooner on board than he 
was put to death by command of 
Swe3rn, and buried in a deep 
ditch. (Flor. Wigom. and Sax. 
Chron.) 
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quidam dicunty fratris^ lerosolimam abiit ; inde- 
que rediens a Saracenis circumyentus, et ad mor- 
tem C8BSUS est. Tostinus a rege £dwardo, post 
mortem Siwardi, Northanhimbrise comitatui prse- 
latns, pene decennio 'provincise praefuit: quo ex- 
acto, asperitate morum Northanhimbros in rebel- 
Uonem excitavit. Solitarium enim repertum ex 
regione fugarunt, pro contuitu ducatus occiden- 
dum non arbitrati : homines ejus, et Anglos et 
Danos, obtruncarunt ; equos et anna, et supeUec- 
tilem omnem corradentes. Rumore ad regem 
delatOy turbataque patria, Haroldus ivit obviam 
ut propulsaret injuriam. Northanhimbri licet 
non inferiores numero essent, tamen quieti con- 
sulentes, factum apud eum excusant ; se homines 
libere natos, libere educatos, nullius ducis fero- 
ciam pati posse, a majoribus didicisse aut liber- 
tatem aut mortem. Proinde, si subditos velit, 
Markerium filium Elgari eis prseficiat, ^re exper- 
turum quam dulciter sciant obedire si dulciter 
tractati fuerint. Hasc Haroldus audiens, qui 
magis quietem patriae quam fratris commodum 
attenderet, revocavit exercitum; et, adito rege, 
firmum ducatum Marcherio statuit. Tostinus, 
infensus omnibus, cum uxore et liberis Flandriam 
abiit, ibique usque ad Edwardi fuit obitum ; qui 
nostris Uteris dififcretur interim, dum dixero quod 
ejus tempore Romas accidisse a senioribus didi- 
cimus. 

§201. Erat papa ^Gregorius sextus, ante dictus Aoeoantor 
Gratianus, magnae religionis et severitatis. Is^vi?' 



* ProfrincUe.] A, 8. C. D. £2. 
L,; omitted in E, — ^Tosti suc- 
ceeded to the earldom of North- 
omberland upon the death of 
Earl Siward, A.D. 1055, and 
was outlawed by, his thanes in 



1065. See Sax. Chron. and Flor. 
Wigom. 

^ Re experiurumJ] A,C»D,E, ; 
rex expertum, 8, 

* Gregorius aextm,"] S, C, E, 
L,; Gregorius, illius Yocabull sex- 
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ita Romani apostolatus statum per incuriam an- 
tecessomm diminutum invenit^ ut praeter pauca 
oppida urbi vicinay et oblationes fidelium, pene 
nihil haberet quod se sustentaret. Civitates et 
possessiones in longinquo positae^ quae ad jus 
ecclesiae pertinebant, a prasdonibus ablatae ; tra- 
mites publici et strata yiarum per totam Italiam 
a latronibus stipabantur, ut nuUus peregrinus 
nisi cum majori manu impune transiret. Ferve- 
bant totis semitis insidiatorum examina, nee in- 
yeniebat viator quo coUudio evaderet : ita in va- 
cuum sicut in pecuniosum furebatur; nee sup- 
plex habere gratiam, nee resistens pati poterat 
violentiam. Cessatum est ab omni provincia 
Romani iter aggredi, quod mallet quislibet per 
domesticas ecclesias nummos suos dividere, 
quam latrunculos propriis laboribus pascere. 
Quid in urbe unico olim habitaculo sanctitatisT 
ibi in medio foro yagabantur sicarii^ genus ho- 
minum infidum et versutum. Si quis semitarum 
obseryatores aliquo transisset artificio, capitis 
scilicet periculo apostoli ecclesiam yidere cupi- 
ens, in sicarios incidens, nullo modo sine sub- 
stantias yel salutis damno domum reyerteretur. 
Super ipsa sanctorum apostolorum et martyrum 
corpora, super sacra altaria, gladii nudabantur ; 
oblationes accedentium yix dum appositae de 
manibus abripiebantur ; abreptae in commessa- 
tiones et scortorum abusiones consumebantur. 
Tantorum malorum turbo Gregorii papatum of- 
fendit. Ille prime leniter, et, ut pontificem decet. 



tus, A, D. M, — Pagi places the 
commencement of Gregory's pa- 
pacy in May 1044, but Ughelli 
cites a charter in which the 
month of August 1045 is stated 
to be in the first year of his pon- 
tificate. He was deposed at a 



council held at Sutri on Christ- 
mas-day, A.D. 1046, for having 
obtained the holy see by simony. 
Mr. Sharpe remarks that Mal- 
mesbury's character of this pope 
is considered as apocryphal. Com- 
pare RoduL Glaber. lib. v. c. 6. 
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ma^s amore quam terrore cum subjectis agere ; 
delinquentes plus verbis quam yerberibus pre- 
mere ; urban! a peregrinorum infestatione, a ra- 
pina sacrorum^ cessarent. Alterum esse contra 
naturam, ut ille qui communi vesceretur acre 
non communi frueretur pace: Christiano inter 
Christianos libere, quo liberet, progrediendum ; 
dum omnes sint ex uno famulitio, omnes unius 
sanguinis conjuncti coagulo, redempti pretio. 
Alterum contra Dei mandata, qui prseceperit ut 
qui altario deserviunt de altario vivant. Prae- 
terea domum Dei decere esse domum orationis^ 
non speluncam latronum, non gladiatorum con- 
venticulum. Permitterent oblationes in usus 
transire sacerdotum, vel in expensas pauperum. 
Provisurum se illis quos egestas ad rapinas com- 
pelleret, ut aliquo honesto officio stipem habe- 
rent; quos cupiditas exagitabat, ipsi sibi^ pro 
Dei timore et seculi honestate, modum pone- 
rent. Invasores ecclesiastic! patrimonii man- 
datis et epistolis invitavit, ut aut indebita redde- 
rent, aut se jure ilia tenere in senatu Romano 
probarent. Si neutrum facerent, ecclesise mem- 
bra se non esse cognoscerent, qui capiti ecclesiae 
beato Petro, et ejus yicario, resultarent. Talia 
frequenter concionatus^ aut parum aut nihil pro- 
ficienSy severioribus remediis inveterato morbo 
tentavit occurrere. Cauterio itaque excommu- 
nicationis omnes ab ecclesiae corpore removit, 
Tel qui talia facerent, vel qui agentibus con- 
vivio vel etiam colloquio participarent. Hsec 
ille pro suo officio satis agebat, sed pene in per- 
niciem versa sedulitas ; nam ut ille dicit, * Qui 
arguit derisorem, ipse sibi injuriam facit/ ma- 
lign! illi, lev! admonitione perstricti, contra furere, 
minis auras territare, muros urbis armis circum- 
sonare, adeo ut pene papam interimerent. Ita- 
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que ferro abscissionis utendum judicans^ arma 
undecunque et equos conquisivit, milites et equi- 
tes adornavit ; ac, prisium basillcam beati Petri 
prsoccupans^ raptores oblationum vel extinxit 
yel effugavit. Inde, fortunam sibi aspirare Ti- 
dens^ longius progreditor ; et, si qui resisterent 
occisis, praedia omnia et oppida, moltis tempo-* 
ribus amissa, in antiquum jus reformaTit. Ita 
pax, per multorum segnitiem exulans, per unom 
hominem in patriam rediit. Securi peregrini in- 
suetas viarum terebant orbitas, Iseti per nrbem 
antiquis oculos pascebant miraculis, cantitantes 
donis factis repatriabant. Quirites interea, rapto 
▼ivere assueti, sanguinarium ilium vocabant, in- 
dignum esse qui Deo offerret sacrificium tot cae- 
dium conscius ; et, ut fieri solet quod morbus 
obloquii ab uno serpat in omnes, ipsi etiam car- 
dinales argumenta populi probabant, adeo ut, 
Gum beatus ille valetudine qua defunctus est 
decumberet, consilio inter se prius habito, ausu 
temerario admonerent ne se in ecclesia sancti 
Petri cum caeteris apostolicis tumulari praeci- 
peret qui tot hominum mortibus officium foedas- 
set. Tum ille, recollecto spiritu, torvisque lumi- 
nibus minax, banc orationem habuit : 
Hitontion. §202. 'Si iu Yobis vel scintilla humanas ra- 
tionis yel scientia divinae auctoiitatis esset, tarn 
praecipiti suasione non conveniretis pontificem 
yestrum; qui, quantum vixi, et patrimonium 
meum in yestra commoda efifudi, et postremo 
famam mundi pro yestra liberatione neglexi. Et 
si alii haec quae proscinditis attexerent, par erat 
yos obsistere, opiniones stultomm melioribus in- 
terpretationibus lenientes. Cui, quaeso, thesauri- 
SEayi T forsitan mihi. At thesauros antecessorum 
meorum habebam qui cujuslibet ayaritiae suffice- 
rent. Quibus salutem, quibus libertatem restitui ? 
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referetis quod mihi. At adorabar a populo, et 
libere quae volebam actitabam; applaudebatur 
mihi totis orationibus, acclamabatur in laudes 
meas totis diebus. Has laudes, hos plausus abs- 
tulit mihi vestrse tenuitatis contuitus ; ad vos 
flexi animum, et severius agendum aestimavi. 
Fortunarum vestrarum titulos prasdo impius ab- 
liguriebat, vos inopem vitam diumo pane age- 
batis ; ille de oblationibus vestris pretiosa sibi 
serica mercabatnr, vos populari et dissuto amic- 
tu oculos movebatis meos. Itaque, cum haec 
nequirem pati, bellum aliis indixi, ut damno 
civium emerem ^gratiam clericorum. Sed, ut 
modo experior, in ingratos beneficia collata per- 
didi ; quod alii per angulos mussitant vos evo- 
mitis in publico. £t libertatem quidem probo, 
sed pietatem requiro. Morientem patrem filii 
de sepultura sua exagitant ; communem morta- 
lium domum mihi negabitis? Non arcetur ab 
introitu ecclesias meretricula, non usurarius, non 
latro; et vos papam ingredi prohibetis? Quid 
refert an mortuus an vivus sacrarium introeat, 
nisi quod vivus multis tentatur iUecebris, ut nee 
in ecclesia macularum subsistat immunis, ibi 
saepe peccandi reperiens materiam ubi venerat 
diluere culpam; mortuus peccare nesciat, imo 
peccare non possit, supremo carens viatico. 
Quam immanis igitur barbaries, ut hunc a domo 
Dei excludas, cui peccandi desit et voluntas et 
facultas ! Quapropter, filii, tam prasruptae au- 
daciae poenitentiam agpite, si forte vobis remittat 
Deus banc noxam. Stulte enim et amare lo- 
cuti estis ad banc horam. Sed, ne putetis me 
sola niti auctoritate, rationem accipite : '' Omnis 
actus hominis secundum cordis intentionem de- 

^ GraiittM,] A, C. D. E, L, ; gloriam, S, 
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bet examinari, ut eo yergat facti judicium unde 
processit faciendi consilium." Fallor si non 
idem Veritas dicit, " Si oculus tuus fuerit sim- 
plex, totum corpus tuum lucidum erit; si vero 
nequam fuerit, totum corpus tuum tenebrosum 
erit.'' ^Crebro me miserabilis convenit egenus 
ut ejus levarem inopiam ; ego, fiiturorum inscius, 
non abnui, sed diversis monetis onustatum di- 
misi. Discedens ille in publico aggere latrouem 
offendit; incautus cum eo sermonem conseruit, 
prasdicans sedis apostolicse indulgentiam, et, ut 
fidem dictorum probaret, marsupium protulit. 
Interim dum itur, multaque confabulatione via 
fallitur, dolosus ille, paulisper remoratus, capnt- 
que pereg^ni clava quam ferebat affligens, nee 
mora extinxit; subreptisque denariis, gloriatus 
est de homicidio quod persuaserat pecuniae cu- 
pido. ^Nunquid ergo me inde recte judicabitis, 
qui peregrino dederam unde causam mortis in- 
curreret ? Neque enim ille, quamvis crudelissi- 
mus, hominem pessundaret nisi avidis sinibus 
nummos infarcire speraret. Quid dicam de le- 
gibus forensibus et ecclesiasticis ? Nonne in eis 
unum idemque factum, diverso respectu, et pu- 
nitur et laudatur? animadvertitur in latronem 
quod Occident hominem in occulto, probatur in 
milite si fuderit hostem in bello ; ita homici- 
dium et in illo vituperabilc et in isto laudabile 
censetur, quia iste pro salute patriae, ille occideiit 
pro aviditatis ingluvie. Laudatns est olim prae- 
dicandas memoriae praedecessor noster Adrianus 
primus quod investituras ecclesiarum Karolo 
Magno concesserit, ita ut nullus electus conse- 



> Crebro.^ A, S. D. E, L.; 
cerCe crebro, S, 
* Nuntfuid ergo me imU recte 



judicabitiay qui peregrino dede' 
ram unde caueam mortie incwrre' 
reQ Omitted in C 1. 
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craretur ab episcopo nisi prius a rege insigni- 
retur et annulo et bacalo : contra, laudatur in 
nostri sseculi pontificibus quod has donationes 
tulerunt principibus. Poterat tunc rationabiliter 
concedi, quod nunc ' rationabiliter debet auferri. 
Cur ita? Quia erat animus Magni adversus 
avaritiam invictus,* nee facile invenisset aditum 
aliquis nisi intrasset per ostium; prseterea, per 
tot terrarum interstitia nequibat requiri sedes 
apostolica ut unicuique electo assensum com- 
mendaret suum, dum esset prope rex qui nihil 
per avaritiam disponeret, sed juxta sacra ca- 
nonum scita religiosas personas ecclesiis intro- 
duceret. Nunc omnia palatia regum luxus et 
ambitus occupavit ; quare merito libertatem su- 
am sponsa Christi asseverat, ne illam tyrannus 
ambitioso usurpatori prostituat. Ita in utram- 
yis partem potest causa mea infirmari vel alle- 
gari. Non est episcopi officium ut ipse ^com- 
mitti jubeat praelium ; cseterum, spectat ad mu- 
nus episcopi ut, si videat naufragari innocentiam, 
et manu et lingua occurrat. Sacerdotes Eze- 
chiel accusat quod non steterint ex adverso, nee 
'opposuerunt cljrpeum pro domo Israel in die 
Domini. Duae sunt scilicet personaB in ecclesia 
Dei ad resecanda vitia constitutse : una quas 
exacuat eloquium, altera quae portet gladium. 
Ego, ut Yos mihi testes esse potestis, non neglexi 
meas partes : quoad speravi proficere, armavi lin- 
guam; ilium cujus interest rem agere gladio, 
certiorem feci nuncio; occupatum se rescripsit 
bello Windelicorum, rogans ut meis laboribus 
suis expensis non gravarer deturbare latronum 



1 RationabUiter.l C. D. K.; 
l^udabiliter, A. S, L, 

» CommitH Jubeat.] C. D. E, ; 



committat vel conunitti jubeat, 

A, S. Lm 

* Oppo$^erunt,] S, L, ; appo- 
suerunt, A, C, D. E, 
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conciliabula. Si renuissem, quam excusationem 
Deo aflferrem^ cum imperator suas in me partes 
refudisset ? Viderem caedem civium^ damnum pe- 
reg^rinorum^ et dormitarem? Atqui qui parcit 
latroniy occidit innocentem. Sed objicietur non 
esse sacerdotis ut se casde cujuslibet immaculet, 
et ego concedo : ^ at ille se non inquinat qui, son- 
tem premens, insontem liberat; imo, vero imo 
beati, qui custodiunt judicium et faciunt justi- 
tiam in omni tempore. Sacerdotes fuerunt, am- 
plissima laude famosi, Finees et Mathathias, 
ambo sacra tiara frontem insigniti, ambo sacer- 
dotalibus stolis amicti, ambo tamen in delin- 
quentes manu ulti sunt. ^Alter venereos am- 
plexus pugione confodit: alter immolantem im- 
molatitio cruori commiscuit. Si ipsi, quasi spis- 
sas legis tenebras palpantes, pro ipsis umbraticis 
mysteriis zelo divino efferati sunt, nos, aperta 
fronte veritatem contuentes, patiemur sacra nos- 
tra prophanari ? 'Azarias sacerdos regem Oziam 
thurificantem expulit ; et proculdubio non dubi- 
tasset occidere, nisi ille accelerasset cedere. 
Prsevenit episcopalem manum plaga divina, ut 
lepra depasceretur illius cadaver cujus animus 
anhelasset illicita. Deturbata fuit regis devotio, 
et non deturbabitur latronis ambitio? Parum 
est quod excuso, si non et laudem factum meum. 
Contuli enim illis beneficium quibus videor con- 
tulisse exitium, poenam minui qui mortem acce- 
leravi. Sceleratus enim, quanto plus vixeiit, 
tanto plus peccabit ; nisi forte ^aliquis quem Deus 



^ At iUe ae non inquinat.^ D, 
E, ; si ille se inquinat, ^1. S.CL, 

^ Alter . . . commiscuit,'] See 
Joseph. Antiq. Jud. lib. iv. c. 6, 
§ 12, and lib. xii. c. 6, ^ 2. 

' Azariaa, Bocerdos,^ A, S, D, 



E, L, ; at Zacharias sacerdos, 
C 2. ; at Zacharias sacerdotes, 
C 1. (See 2 Chron. c. xxvi. 
16—21.) 

* Aliquis,] C. D. E. ; omitted 
in A. S. L, 
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singpulari exemplo respexerit. Mors in com- 
mune bona est omnibus: per eam Justus repo- 
nitur in coelestibus, injustus ponit ferias scele- 
ribus ; malus dat flagitiis terminum, bonus per- 
tendit ad bravium; sanctus propinquat ad pal- 
mam, peccator spectat ad yeniam, quod fi^t fla- 
gitiis metam. Gratiae igitur mihi habendse sunt 
illorum vice qui tantis miseriis exempti sunt 
meo munere. Haec habui, quae pro me dicerem^ 
ut vestras assertiones evacuarem. Sed, quo- 
niam et mese et vestrse ratiocinationes falli pos- 
sunt, committamus omnia divino examini : cor- 
pus meum, antecessorum more compositum, ante 
januas ecclesias sistite ; janusB seris et repagulis 
damnentur : si Deus voluerit ut ingrediar, ap- 
plaudetis miraculo ; sin minus, de cadavere meo 
facite quod potius vestris insederit animis/ 

§ 203. Hac permoti oratione, cum ille ^ extre- a miMde. 
mum efflassety ante portas seris occlusas exani- 
mis praesulis exuvias deportant; sed mox divi- 
nitus turbo emissus, omnia repagulorum obsta- 
cula dinimpenSy valvas etiam ipsas, vehementi 
patefactas impetu, ad parietem impulit. Populus 
astans acclamat in gaudium: pontificis corpus 
cum ^patribus celebri veneratione locatum. 

DB MULIERB MALEFICA A D^MONIfiUS AB 
ECCLESIA EXTRACTA. 

§ 204. Hisdem diebus simile huic in Anglia The witch of 
contigit, non superno miraculo, sed inferno prse- 
stigio; quod cum retulero, non vaciUabit fides 
historian etsi mentes auditorum sint incredulas. 
Ego illud a tali viro audivi, qui se vidisse ju- 



^ Extretnum efflasset.'] C. E, 
L, ; extremum efflasset spirituniy 
A, S. D. 



« Patribu$.^ C. D. E. ; pre^- 
byteris, S. L, ; pnedecessori- 
busy A, 
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raret^ cui erubescerem non credere. Mulier in 
Berkeleia mansitabat, maleficiis, ut post patuit, 
insueta, auguriorum veterum non inscia, gulae 
patrona, petulantiae arbitra, flagitiis non ponens 
modum^ quod esset adhuc citra senium, vicino 
licet pede pulsans senectutis aditum. Hasc cum 
quadam die convivaretur, cornicula quam in de- 
liciis habebaty vocalius solito, nescio quid^ comi- 
cata est : quo audito, dominse cultellus Me manu 
excidity simul et vultus expalluit; et, producto 
gemitUy ' Hodie/ ait, ' ad ultimum sulcum meum 
perrenit aratrum ; hodie audiam et accipiam 
grande incommodum/ Cum dicto nuncius mi- 
seriarum intravit : percunctatus quid ita vultuo- 
sus adventarety ' Affero/ inquit, ' tibi ex villa 
ilia/ et nominavit locum^ ' filii obitum et totius 
familise ex subita ruina interitum.' ^Hoc dolore 
foemina pectus saucia continuo decubuit; sen- 
tiensque morbum perrepere ad vitalia, super- 
stites liberos^ monachum et monacham, pemicibus 
invitavit epistolls. Advenientes voce singultiente 
alloquitur : ' Ego, filii, quodam meo miserabili 
fato dsemonicis semper artibus inservii ; ego vi- 
tiorum omnium sentina, ego illecebrarum mag^s- 
tra fui. Erat tamen, inter hsec mala, spes yestrse 
religionis quae miseram palparet animam ; de me 
desperata, in vobis reclinabar; vos proponebam 
propugnatores adversus daemones, tutores contra 
saevissimos hostes. Nunc igitur, quia ad finem 
vitas accessiy et illos habebo exactores in poena 
quos habui suasores in culpa, rogo vos per ma- 
tema ubera, si qua fides, si qua pietas, ut mea 
saltem tentetis alleviare tormenta : et de anima 
quidem sententiam prolatam non revocabitis. 



' De uunm.] C. D. E. ; omit- 
ted in J . i9. L. 



' Hoc dolore.] A, C. D. E. ; hoc 
dicto et dolore, S. L. 
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corpus vero forsitan hoc modo servabitis. In- 
soite ^me corio cervino, deinde in sarcophago la- 
pideo supinate^ operculum plumbo et ferro con- 
string^te ; super haec lapidem tribus catenis fer- 
reis, magni scilicet ponderis, circumdate : psal- 
micines quinquag^nta sint noctibus, ejusdemque 
numeri missas diebus^ qui adversariorum excur- 
sus feroces levigent. Ita, si tribus noctibus se- 
cure jacuerOy quarta die infodite matrem vestram 
humo ; quanquam verear ne fiigiat terra sinibus 
me recipere et fovere suis, quae totiens gravata 
est malitiis meis.' Factum est ut prseceperat, 
illis mag^o studio incumbentibus. Sed, proh ne- 
fas ! nil lachrjonse valuere pias, nil vota, nil preces ; 
tanta erat mulierculae malitia, tanta diaboli vio- 
lentia. Primis enim duabus noctibus, cum chori 
clericorum psalmos circa corpus concreparent, 
sing^i daemones ostium ecclesiae, immani obice 
clausum, levi negotio defringentes, extremas ca- 
tenas diruperunt ; media, quas operiosius elabo- 
rata erat, ^illibata duravit. Tertia nocte, circa 
g^allicinium, strepitu advenientium hostium omne 
monasterium a fundamentis ^moveri visum : unus, 
caeteris et vultu terribilior et statura eminentior, 
januas majori vi concussas in frag^enta dejecit. 
Diriguere clerici metu, '^steteruntque comae et 
vox faucibus haesit/ lUe arroganti, ut videba- 
tur, gestu ad sarcophagum accessit, inclamatoque 
nomine, ut surgeret imperavit : qua respondente 
quod nequiret pro vinculis, * Solveris,' inquit, ' et 
malo tuo ;' statimque catenam, quas caeterorum 



1 Me.'] C. D. E. ; omitted in 

Jim S* L* 

' lUihaia dwatit,] C. D. E, ; 
omitted in A, and L 1. ; ' integra 
remansit/ 8. and interlined by a 
different hand in L 2. 



' Moteri viwm,'] C, D. E, ; 
visum est e?erti, S. ; visum, A, 
L I. ; ' est everti ' interlined by a 
different hand in Ir2. 

* StetermUque coma et voxfau* 
cibut hantJ] Virg. JEn. iii. 48. 
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ferociam eluserat^ nuUo conamine ut stuppeum 
ylncalam dirupit. Operculum etiam tumbsB pede 
depulit ; apprehensamque manu, palam omnibus, 
ab ecclesia extraxit: ubi prsB foribus equus, 
niger et superbus, hinniens videbatur, uncis fer< 
reis per totum tergum protuberantibus ; super 
quos misera imposita, mox ab oculis intuentium, 
cum toto sodaUtio disparuit. Audiebantur ta- 
men clamores per quatuor fere milliaria mise- 
rabiles suppetias orantis. Ista incredibilia non 
judicabit qui legerit beati ^Gregorii Dialogum, 
qui refert in quarto libro nequam hominem, in 
ecclesia sepultum, a dasmonibus foras ejectum. 
Apud Francos quoque non semel auditum est 
quod dlcam : Karolum Martellum insignis forti- 
tudlnis virum, qui Saracenos, Gallias ingressos, 
Hispaniam redire compulit, exactis diebus suis 
in ecclesia sancti Dionysii sepultum; sed, quia 
patrimonia omnium pene monasteriorum GaUiae 
pro mercede commilitonum mutilaverat, yisibi- 
liter a malignis spiritibus e sepulchro abreptum, 
ad banc diem nusquam visum. Denique illud 
revelatum Aurelianensi episcopo, et per eum in 
Yulgus seminatum. 



Legend of 
the priest 



D£ ANNULO STATUiB COMMBNDATO. 

§205. Verum ut Romam revertar. Ejusdem 
piuumbus. urbis civis, ^ephoebus aetate, locuples opibus, ge- 
nere senatorio sublimis, ^uxorem noviter dux- 
erat; sodalibus suis accitis, convivium frequens 
paraverat. Post cibum, cum minutioribus po- 
cutis hilaritatem invitassent, in campum prod- 
eunt, ut oneratos dapibus stomachos yel saltu^ 



^Gregorii Dialogum,,, inquarto 
libro,'] Many similar legends are 
to be found in the Dialogues of 
Gregory. 



* EpJuBbusJ] Glossed in ^1 1. 
' Lucianus.' 

* UxoremJ] Glossed in il 1. 
* Eugeniam.' 
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vel jactu, vel aliquo exercitio attenuarent. Ipse 
rex convivii, ludi signifer, pilam poposcit: in- 
terim annulum sponsalitium digito extento sta- 
tuae cereae, quas proxime astabat, composnit. 
Sed cum pene omnes solam impeterent, suspirio- 
8U8, extis incalescentibus, primus se a lusu re- 
movit : annulum repetens, invenit statuae digitum 
usque ad volam curvatum. Diu ibi luctatus^ 
quod nee annulum ejicere, nee digitum valeret 
frangere^ tacite discessit ; re sodalibns celata^ ne 
vel praesentem riderent^ vel absentem annulo 
priyarent. Ita nocte intempesta cum famulis 
rediens, digitum iterum extentum, et annulum 
subreptum, miratus est. Dissimulate damno, 
noyae nuptae blanditiis delinitus est. Cumque 
bora 'cubandi venisset, seque juxta uxorem col- 
locasset, sensit quiddam nebulosum et densum 
inter se et illam volutari, quod posset sentiri, 
nee posset yideri. Hoc obstaculo ab amplexu 
prohibitus^ yocem etiam audiyit, ' Mecum con- 
cumbe^ quia hodie me desponsasti: ego sum 
Venus, cujus digito apposuisti annulum ; habeo 
ilium, nee reddam.' Territus ille tanto prodi- 
gio, nihil referre ausus est nee potuit ; insomnem 
illam noctem duxit, tacito judicio rem exami- 
nans. Elapsum est in hoc multum tempus, ut 
quacunque ille hora gremio yellet conjug^ in- 
cumbered illud idem sentiret et audiret; alias 
sane yalens, et domi aptus et militias. Tandem, 
querelis uxoris commonitus, rem parentibus de- 
tulit : illi, habito consilio, Palumbo cuidam subur- 
bano presbytero negotium pandunt; erat is ni- 
gromanticis artibus instructus, magicas excitare 
figuras, daemones territare et ad quodlibet offi- 
cium impellere. Pactus ergo grande mercimo- 



1 Cubitndi.] A. S. C. D, E. ; cumbendi, L, 

2a2 
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niuiDy uty si amantes conjangeret^ multo aere ful- 
ciret marsapium, in omne se ingenium notis ar- 
tibus excitavit^ compositamque epistolam juveni 
dedit ; ' Vade/ inquiens^ ' ilia bora noctis ad 
compitum ubi se findit in quadruvium^ et stans 
tacite considera. Transient ibi figuras homi- 
num utrinsque sexus, omnis aetatis, omnis gra- 
dus^ omnis postremo conditionis ; quidam eqaites, 
quidam pedites ; alii yultum in terrain dejecti, alii 
tumido supercilio elati; et prorsns quicquid ad 
laetitiam yel tristitiam pertinet, in illorum vide- 
bis et vnltibus et gestibus : nullum eorum com- 
pellabis etsi loquantur tecum. Sequetur illam 
turbam quidam, reliquis statura procerior, forma 
corpulentior, curru sedens ; huic tacitus episto- 
lam trades legendam : fiet e vestigio quod voles, 
fac tantum praesenti animo sis.' Aggreditur ille 
iter praeceptum, et, nocte sub divo astans, fidem 
dictorum presbyteri visu explorat ; nihil enim 
fuit quod minus promissis ^ desideraret. Inter 
caeteros quoque transeuntes vidit mulierem or- 
natu meretricio mulam inequitantem ; crinis so- 
lutns humeris involitabat, qucm vitta aurea su^ 
perne constrinxerat ; in manibus aurea virga 
qua equitaturam regebat : ipsa, pro tenuitate ves- 
tium pene nuda, gestus impudicos exequebatur. 
Quid plura? Ultimus, qui dominus videbatur, 
oculos terribiles in juvenem exacuens, ab axe su- 
perbo smaragdis et unionibus composito, causas 
adventus exquirit: nihil ille contra, sed pro- 
tenta manu porrigit epistolam. Daemon, notum 
sigillum non ausus contemnere, legit scriptum ; 
moxque, brachiis in coelum elatis, ' Deus,' inquit, 
' 'omnipotens, quamdiu patieris nequitias Pa- 



^ DeHderaret.'] £. ; deside- 
rare8, A, S, C. D. L, 

* OmnipotenM.'] A,C,D.E.;m 



c^jus conspectu omne peccatum 
est tanquam foetor, S, L2.; in- 
terlined in It 1. by a later hand. 
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Iambi presbyteri?' Nee mora^ satellites a la- 
tere suo misit qui annnlum extorquerent a Ve- 
nere : illa^ 'multum tergiversata^ vix tandem red- 
didit. Ita juvenis^ voti compos^ sine obstacolo 
potitus est diu snspiratis amoribus. Sed Pa- 
lumbus^ ubi daemonis clamorem ad Deum de se 
audivit^ finem dierum sibi praesignari intellexit. 
Quocirca^ omnibus membris ultro truncatis^ mise- 
rabili defunctus est poenitentia^ confessus papse 
coram popolo Romano inaudita flagitia. 

DB CORPORB PALLANTIS FILII EVANDRI. 

§ 206. Tunc ^corpus Pallantis filii Evandri^ de conoerning 
quo Virgilius narrate Romee repertum est illi- Pa^ua, Ln 
batum^ ingenti stupore omnium quod tot secula 
incorruptione sui superavit ; quod ea sit natura 
conditorum corporum^ ut^ carne tabescente^ cu- 
tis exterior nervos^ nervi ossa contineant. Hia- 
tus vulneris quod in medio pectore Tumus fece- 
rat^ quatuor pedibus et semis mensuratum est. 
Epitapbium hujusmodi repertum : 

^ Filius Evandri Pallas^ quem lancea Tumi 
Militis occidit more suo^ jacet hie' 

Quod non tunc crediderim factum^ licet Car* 
mentis^ mater Evandri^ Latinas literas dicatur 
invenisse ; sed ab Ennio^ vel alio aliquo antiquo 
'poeta compositum. Ardens lucerna ad caput in- 
venta arte mechanica^ ut nullius flatus violentia^ 
nullius liquoris aspergine^ valeret extingui. Quod 
cum multi mirarentur^ unus^ ut semper aliqui 
solertius ingenium in malis habent^ stylo subtus 
flammam foramen fecit; ita introducto aere^ ignis 



* MulhiM tergiveruia.'] A, C. 
D, E, L. ; vnltum tergivenata^ S. 

* Carpus PaUantii filii Ewtn- 



driy de quo Virgilius narratj] Virg. 
iEn. X. 474—487. 

* Poeta,'] A. CD, £• L, ; omit- 
ted in S, 
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eyanuit. Corpus, muro applicitum, yastitate sui 
moeniam altitudinem yicit; sed procedentibus 
diebus, stillicidiis rorulentis infiisam, communem 
mortalinm comiptionem ag^oyit, cate soluta et 
nervis flaentibas. 

DE MULIBRB DUO CORPORA PIABBNTE. 

A legend ai- §207. Tanc quoque in confinio BritanniaB et 
E^iJ^d and NormanniaB portentum yisum est in una yel po- 
"™*° ^' tins duabus mulieribus. Duo erant capita, qua- 
tuor brachia, et caetera gemina omnia usque ad 
umbilicum : inferius duo crura, duo pedes, et 
ceetera omnia singula. Ridebat, comedebat, lo« 
quebatur una : flebat, esuriebat, tacebat altera. 
Ore gemino manducabatur, sed uno meatu di- 
gerebatur. Postremo una defuncta, supenrixit 
altera : portayit pene triennio yiya mortuam, do- 
nee et mole ponderis et nidore cadayeris ipsa 
quoque defecit. Putatum est a quibusdam, et 
Uteris etiam traditum, quod hae mulieres An- 
gliam et Normanniam significayerint ; quae, licet 
spatiis terrarum sint diyisae, sunt tamen sub uno 
dominio unitas. Hae quicquid pecuniarum ayi- 
dis faucibus insorbuerint, in unam lacunam de- 
fluit, quae sit yel principum ayaritia, yel circum- 
positarum gentium ferocia : mortuam et pene ex- 
haustam Normanniam yigens pecuniis sustentat 
Anglia, donee et ipsa fortassis succumbat exac- 
torum yiolentia; felix si unquam in libertatem 
respirare poterit, cujus inanem jamdudum perse- 
quitur umbram. Nunc gemit calamitatibus af- 
flicta, pensionibus addicta: causam hujusce ca- 
lamitatis describam, si prius quaedam dixero ad 
rem pertinentia. Quia enim forensia gesta et 
Account of negotia bellica regum Anglorum hue usque con- 
Minu. texui, iibct aiiquantisper m sanctitate quorun- 
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dam spatiari : simulque considerandum qaa- 
tenus divinse pietatis fulgor ab initio fidei po- 
pulum ilium circumfalserit^ quod nusqaam gen- 
tium, ut opinor, reperies tot sanctorum illibata 
post mortem corpora, incomiptionis illius ex* 
tremsB simulachrum prseferentia. Quod ideo fieri 
credo ccelitus, ut natio pene extra orbem posita, 
ex consideratione incorruptelae sanctorum, fiden- 
tius ad spem resurrectionis animaretur. Et sunt 
sane quinque omnino quos noverim, (caeterum, 
plures accolse prsedicant sui,) sancta ' Etheldritha 
et * Wiburga virgines, 'rex Edmundus, *archiepi- 
scopus Elfegus, ^Cuthbertus antiquus pater, om- 
nes inviolatis cute et came, flexibilibus articulis, 
extremus yitali quodam tepore, speciem dormi- 
entium meditantes. Quis enumeret caeteros om- 



1 Etheldntha,^ Etheldrith was 
the daughter of Anna king of the 
East-Angles, and wife of Ecg- 
frith. She founded the monas- 
tery of Ely in 673, and became 
the first abbess thereof. She was 
buried at Ely, where her body 
remained incorruptible. Beda, 
(lib. IV. c. XIX. and xx.) has ce- 
lebrated this lady. 

• WUnurga,"] Wihtburg was 
another daughter of Anna king 
of East-Anglia. Her ' body was 
found (A.D. 797) at Deorham, 
all whole and uncorrupted, flve- 
and-fifty years after she had de- 
parted from this life.' (Sax. 
Chron.) But Florence assigns 
the following year to that event : 
' A. D. 708. Corpus sanctao 
Wihtburgae yirginis, filiee Annas 
regis Orientalium Anglorum, et 
sororis sanctarum virginum Sex- 
burgae, AethelburgsD, ac Aethel- 
drithae, sine corruptione inventum 
est, post annos fere lt. ex quo 
apud villam quae Dirham vo- 
catur humatum est.' (Flor. Wi- 



gom.) Compare * Vita B. Wiht^ 
burgae Virginis,' MSS. Trin. 
Coll. Cant. Gall. O. 2. 

' Rex Edmundua.'] King of 
East-Anglia: he was martyred 
on the 20th Nov. in the year 870. 
See note *, p. 186. 

^ Archiepiacopui E\fegu8,'] See 
notes * and \ p. 265. 

* Cuthbertus,^ St. Cuthbert, 
sixth bishop and patron-saint of 
Lindisfame. Upon his grave 
being opened, eleven years after 
his interment, his body, being 
found uncorrupted and entire, 
was removed to another place ; 
and in the year 1104, upwards 
of four centuries after its first ex- 
humation, his coffin vras again 
opened, and the body, still whole 
and uncorrupted, was translated 
to Durham. In the year 1827 
Cuthbert's tomb was opened a 
third time : a full and interesting 
account of the robes and reliques 
therein found has been published 
by the Rev. Mr. Raine of Dur- 
ham. (4to. Durham, 1828.) 
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nifarise conditioiiis ^etprofessionis sanctos? *Quo- 
rum nuQcupatim nomina et vitas persequi nee 
propositum ^stnec otium ; 'quanquam^oh si tem- 
pus olim fuerit super ! sed tacebo^ ne majora vi- 
ribus videar poUiceri. Atque adeo nullum de 
plebe necesse est nominare^ sed tantum regias 
stirpis pueros puellasve, ut coeptae materiae or- 
bitas ducam ; plerosque innocenter caesos, quos 
non humana conjectura^ sed divina ratio^ mar- 
tyres consecravit : unde datur cognosci quan- 
tam fecerint licentiae voluptatum parcimoniamy 
qui^ tam facilis necis compendio^ coelestem occu- 
paverunt gloriam. 
otwaid,king § 208. *In laudibus beatissimi Oswaldi, regis et 
martyns^ in superior! libro aliquandiu versata 
est oratio; cujus sanctitatis fuere indicia, cum 
caetera, ^tum illud quod secundum quaedam ex- 
emplaria in gestis Anglorum asseritur. In Se- 



' Et prqfesMumia,'] A, S. C, D, 
E2, L,', omitted in £ 1. 

' Quorum nuncupatim nomina et 
vitas.'} A*8,C,E,; L, reads ' om- 
Dia ' for ' nomina ;' quorum nunc 
paudere nomina et yitam, D, 

* Quan^uam, oh ti tempus olim 
fuerit super !^ A. 8, CE.K.L.; 
quanquam otii tempus olim fuerit 
super, S. 

* In laudilnu beatissimi Os- 
waidi, regis et martyris, iti supe- 
riori Ubro aliquandiu versata est 
ora^to.] § 40, pp. 70—74. 

* 7tfi» illud quod secundum 
quigdum exemplaria in gestis An- 
glorum asseritur,'] Bedas Hist 
Ecclesiast Gent. Angl. lib. iv. 
c. XIV. Some MSS. of Beda want 
this chapter. More's MS Jiowerer, 
from which Smith printed, has 
it. That learned editor accounts 
for the omission thus : ' Magna 
hie est differentia MSS. in nume- 



randis capitulis. Nee hie titu- 
lus nee proxime sequens est in 
indice capitulorum codicis Mori, 
etiamsi caput xiv. sit in ipso co- 
dice, quod et de codice Cotto- 
niano ii. notandum est, sed in 
codice Cottoniano i. deest hoc 
caput XIV. de Oswaldo, et no- 
tatur in margine manu valde an- 
tiqua*'Hic deest folium." £x- 
inde etiam sequiores MSS. vel 
argumenta capitum xiv. et xv. 
vel caput ipsum xiv. omittunt, 
prout ab hoc vel illo veteri codice 
transcript! fuerint Sed cum 
argumenta et dispositio capitum 
bene conveniant subjecto in vul- 
garibus MSS. unusque e vete- 
ribus MSS. folium deest fotea- 
tur, et receptl ordinis mutatio 
confusionem aliquam lectoribus 
pariat, ego in antiquorum codi- 
cum dissonantia vulgarem dispo- 
sitionem secutus sum.' 
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lesiensi coenobio^ quod sanctae religpionis ^Wil- 
firidus monachis Northanhimbris repleverat^ exi- 
tialem morbum exortum mnltos necasse; reliquos^ 
triduano indicto jejanio^ pestem pellere tentasse. 
Secunda jejuni! die^ beatos apostolos Petrum et 
Paulum^ puero eadem valetudine decumbent! ap- 
parentes^ h!s !llum an!masse : non eum debere me- 
tuere mortem !mminentem^ quae sit et prsesentis 
languoris ex!tus et v!tas perenms !ntro!tus. Csb- 
terum, nem!nem de !llo monasterio hac pest!Ient!a 
moriturum^ quod Deus praeclar! regis Oswald! 
concesserit mentis^ pro compatr!ot!s eadem d!e 
suppl!cant!s ; hunc en!m esse d!em quo idem 
rex, peremtus a perfidis, stellatum in momento 
tribunal conscenderit. Quaererent ergo in albo 
quo mortuorum scribebantur nomina, et si ita 
invenirent, soluto jejunio, securitat! et laetitias 
indulgentes, missarum solennia Deo et sancto 
regi concinerent. ^Huic vision! pueri mors e 
yestigio subsecuta, martyrisque dies in marty- 
rologio inventa, simul et expulsio morbi, ab omn! 
provincia adeo sunt attestata, ut nomen Oswald! 
ex tunc inter martyres notaretur ; quod, pro re- 
cent! funere, fidelium antea numero sociabatur. 
Merito ergo, merito, inquam, laudandus, cujus 
gloriam divinus assensus approbato extulit in- 
dicio, ut eum missarum praeciperet celebrari 
praeconio ; inusitato, ut opinor, mortalibus ex- 
emplo. Ne autem baec videantur frivola, pro- 
hibet indubitata historic! auctoritas, simulque 
beatus ^episcopus Acca, relatoris symmistes. gainttA*- 
§ 209. ^Egbertus rex Cantuariorum, filius Er- guSht^ind 



Aagtlberht. 



> Wiyridus.'] See note \ p. 78. 

' Uuic.'] E, L. ; Huic autem, S. 

' Episcopus AccaJ] Acca, Wil- 
ferth's priest, succeeded to the 
bishoprick of Hexham in 710. 



(See Beda, lib. v. c. xx. and 
Smith's note on that subject.) 

* Egberius rex Canivarioru M f 
filius Ercomberii, de quibus wtpra 
dtxi] § 12, p. 21. 
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St. Aethd- 
berht. 



comberti, de qaibus supra dixi^ haboit cognatos 
juvenes, vicino consang^uinitatis gradu lineam 
regain contingentes, 'Ethebredum et Egelbirtum^ 
filios scilicet Ermenredi patmi sui. Hos iUe in 
spem regni adolescere metuens^ salutique suee 
timens^ aegro et miserabili victu circa se ali- 
qnandiu habitos^ tandem contoitum suom eis in- 
videns, ab aulse frequentia removit; moxque 
per ministrom nomine Thnnre^ quod tonitmum 
sonat, occulte interemtos, scobi profundse im- 
mersit^ arbitratus posse latere homicidium quod 
commisisset clam visibus hominum. Sed divinus 
ille oculus^ quem arcana cordium non fallunt, 
tulit in lucem insontes^ multas ibi largitus sani- 
tatum gratias ; quoad vicini commotio rudera iUa 
tumultuario cespite corporibus ^conjecta effodi- 
entes, fossam ad speciem sepulchri dirigunt, ec- 
clesiola super aedificata. Jacuere ibi usque ad 
tempos regis Edgari; tunc enim a beato Os- 
waldo ^ archiepiscopo Wigomiensi levata^ et ad 
coenobium RamesiaB deportata sunt: ex qua 
die multis se miraculis manifestarunt supplicum 
votis exorabiles. 

§ 210. Ofia rex Merciorum, pro confirmatione, 
at putabat, regni^ sine ullo delectu amici vel 
inimici multos potentes trucidavit; inter quos 
^Egelbirtum regem, nefariam rem in procum filiee 
operatus. Verum illius mors innocua^ brevi reg- 
no filii Oflfffi creditur, ut supra dixi^ yindicata: 
quin et Deus adeo evidentibus signis sancti- 
tatem ejus prodidit^ ut hodieque s^es episco- 



1 Ethelredtmet Egelbirhtmyfi- 
Uoi acUieet Ermenredi pairui ntt.] 
See note ', p. 21, and \ 18, p. 22. 

' Coiijecta,'] C. D. £. ; injecta, 
A, S, L, 

' ArchiepiecopoJ] A, S, C. E, 



L.; epiacopo, D. — Oawald was 
archbishop of York, as well as 
bishop of Worcester. 

* Egelbirtum regem.'] See §86, 
p. 118,, and note ^ p. 136. 
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palis Hereford! sub ipsins nomine consecretur. 
Nee ineptnm debet videri ant incongruum quod 
antecessores nostril probi et religiosi yiri^ yel tad- 
turnitate tollerayerunt. vel auctoritate roborave- 
runt 

§ 211. Quid de sancto ^Kenelmo, 'tenerse seta- st. c«neim. 
tolae puero, stylus hie comminiscetur dignum? 
Hunc pater Kenulfiis rex Merciorum, septennem, 
QuendridsB sororis fidei educandum reliquit; sed 
iUa^ falso sibi regnum praesagiens, fraterculum, 
tollendum e medio^ satelliti qui alumnus erat 
commendavit Is insontem^ causa remittendi 
^animum quasi venatum ducens^ inter frutecta 
obtruncatum occuluit. Et minim dictu^ quod 
fraus^ tam celate in Anglia commissa^ Romae di- 
vinitus innotuit : siquidem membrana super al- 
tare sancti Petri supeme, columba ferente^ de- 
lapsa^ necis et sepulchralis loci per ordinem in- 
dex ; quae^ quia elementis Anglicis erat con- 
scripta, a Romanis^ et aliarum gentium homi- 
nibus qui aderant^ frustra legi tentata. Sed sa« 
lubriter et in tempore astitit Anglus^ et, lingusD 
inyolucrum Latialiter Quiritibus eyolvens, eflfecit 
nt apostolici epistola regibus Anglis compatrio- 
tam martyrem indicaret; quapropter frequent! 
coetu innocentis corpus leyatum Winchelcumbam 
yehebatur. Ita clericorum yocali cantu, et lai- 
corum alacri plausu, parricidalis foemina com- 
mota, e fenestra coenaculi in quo stabat caput 
extulit ; et, forte psalterium prae manibus habens, 
continuatione lectionis ad psalmum peryenerat, 
* Deus laudem meam/ quem a fine, nescio quo 
praestigpio, retrograde dicens, nitebatur laetitiam 



' AVne/mo.] Sec note ', p. 132. 
' Ttnerm attUuia.] A, S. C. 
D. E, i teneraD aDtati, L, 



3 ^Ntniirm.] A. CD. E. L. ; 
after ' animum ' S, reads ' rel re- 
creandi.' 



i 
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menta decapitavit. Emicuit post necem beati 
viri transactae yitae pnritas miraculis inauditis. 
Caputs a corpore lictoris saevitia divisimi, dome- 
ta projicientibus Danis occulaerant : quod dam 
cives quaererent^ hostem abeontem yestigiis in- 
secuti^ fdneri regio justas soluturi inferias, jo- 
canda Dei manera hausere ; exanimati capitis 
vocem expressam, omnes ad se lustratores inyi- 
tantis. Lupam, feram cadaveri assaetam^ la- 
certis illud 'circumplexum, innoxiam praetendere 
custodiam : eondem^ more domestici animaliSy 
bajolos post tergnm modeste ad tumbam secu- 
tum^ nallum lassisse, a nuUo lassom esse. Tunc 
pro tempore humi traditum corpus venerabile, 
terrea gleba superjecta, et exilis pretii lignea 
capella superstructa. Sed aderat oscitantibus 
provincialibus virtus martyris^ semisopitas men- 
tes eorum ad sui reverentiam signis excitans; 
et leve quidem ac firigidum sit, sed primum 
'yirtutum ejus experimentum, quod subjiciam. 
Latrunculos, noctu sacram asdem expilajre ag- 
gres808, inyisis Ions in ipsis conatibus irre- 
tiyit ; formoso admodum spectaculo, quod prse- 
da prasdones tenuit, ut nee ccepto desistere, nee 
inchoata yalerent perficere. Quapropter Theo- 
dredus Londoniae praesul, qui apud sanctum Pau- 
lum jacet, plebeian machinal diutumam *amoli- 
tus est injuriam, augustius asdificium super vene- 
randa membra molitus; quae et miranda incor- 
ruptione, et lacteo quodam candore, gloriam 
sanctae animae praedicabant. Caput, olim a cer- 
yice revulsum, nunc reliquo corpori compagi- 
natum, sigpnum tamen martyrii coccinea cicatrice 



1 CircumpUxwn.'\ A. C. D. 
E, L, ; complexnm, S, 

• Ftrhrfum.] A. C. D. E. L. ; 
omitted in S. 



' AmoUtuM ett ufjwnam, ] C. 
D. £. ; sustulit inyidiam, A. 
S.L. 
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retulit; quorum 're^orum genealogiam hujus 
operis 'primo libro breviter intexui^ quia plena 
gesta regum nusquam potui 'reperire. Verun- 
tamen ^de sancto Edmundo^ quern seculum 
Bedse non attigit^ amplior procudetur oratio^ 
qui in Orieutali A.nglia principatum tenuit. 
Provincia ilia ab austro et oriente cingitur 
oceano ; ab aquilone paludum uligine et stag- 
norum rapaci voragine^ quae trium vel duum 
'millium spatio latitudine^ infinitaque longitu- 
dine^ protensa^ incolarum usui piscosam praB- 
bent exuberantiam ; ab occidente reliquaB in- 
sular continua^ sed defossa humo ad instar muri 
aggere permunita. Pecorum pabulis, ferarum 
capturis humus egregia ; coenobiis referta^ con- 
gregationibus monachorum numerosissimis in- 
tra ipsas stagnorum insulas institutis ; gens laeta 
et lepida, facetaque festivitate jocorum ad petu- 
lantiam pronior. ^Hic regnavit Edmundus, vir 
Deo devotus, avita prosapia regum excellens; 
qui, cum aliquot annis pacifice provincial prae- 
fiiisset, nulla temporum mollitie virtutem evirare 
impulsus. Danorum duces, Hinguar et Hubba, 
Northanhimbrorum et Orientalium Anglorum Me- 
populaturi provincias venere : quorum primus 
regem non resistentem, sed armis projectis solo 
pronum et orantem, cepit, et ^post nonnulla tor- 



> Regnorum,] A. 8. C. D. £2. 
L. M. ; omitted in £ 1. 

* Pritno libro breviter tntexuij] 
^ 97, 08, pp. 138—180. 

* Reperire.^ A, C. D, E. L. ; 
invenire, 8, 

* De mncto Edmvndo,'\ See 
note *, p. 186. 

* ilfiWtitiii.] 8. C. D. E. L. ; 
milliarionmiy A» 

* Hie regnaviiJ] From these 



words to the end of § 218 occuib 
in Malmes. De Gestifl Pontif. 
p. 186. 

^ Depopulatmi.] A. C. D. £. ; 
depopulari, 8, L, 

* Poit nonnuUa tcrmenta deea* 
piiavit,'] He was tied to a tree, 
and shot to death with arrows. 
See Abbo, De Passione S. Ed- 
mundi, Regis Orientaliam An- 
glorum ; MS. Dom. Joh. Bapt. 
Oxun. No. 100. 



LIB. II. J GBSTA REGUM ANGLORUM. 



369 



biles^ ' turn maxime orationes foeminarum et pne- 
rorum yicino et contiguo auxilii pede attingunt. 

§216. Frater Wulferii ^Merewaldus, ex Er-JJj^n- 
menberga filia Ermenredi fratris Ercomberti, 
tulit %lias^ Mildritham et Milburgam. Mildritha 
^in Taneto insula Cantiae, quam matri suae in 
solutionem necis fratrum suorum^ Ethelredi et 
Egelbirthi^ dederat rex Egbertus^ coelibatui dans 
operam^ ibidem vitae metam incurrit. Sequenti 
tempore, ad coenobium sancti Augustini Cantua- 
riam translata, eximia monachorum sedulitate 
honoratur, pietatis fama et dulcedinis juxta vo- 
cabulum suum in cunctos aeque praedicabilis. 
Et quamvis ibi pene omnes monasterii an* 
fractus pleni sint sanctorum corporibus, nee 
eomm parvi nominis aut meriti, sed quorum 
singula per se possent illustrare Angliam, nullo 
tamen ilia colitur inferius, quin immo amatur et 
commemoratur dulcius. Adest ilia se diligen- 
tibus, nullos surda transiens aure, saluti consu- 
lens animae. 

§216. ^Milburga apud Weneloc requiescit ; olim 8t.Minmfg». 
ab accolis nota, sed post adventum Normanno- 
rum, dum nescitur locus sepulchri, aliquandiu 
oblivioni data : nuper vero, adunato ibi con- 
ventu monachorum Cluniacensium, dum, incho- 
ata novi templi machina, quidam puer per pavi- 
mentum concitatius cursitaret, effracta mausolei 



1 TumJ] C. D. E. ; tunc, A, 
S.L. 

^ Merewaldus,'] See antea, p. 
110. 

' Filias.^ A. C. Z>. E. ; duas 
filias, S. L. 

* In Tatuto imula Cantia, 
quam matri sua in $olutuniem 
neeii fratrum mortem, Ethelredi 
et Egelbirtki, dederat rex Eg- 
bertuM,] When it was left to her 



to estimate this compensation^ 
(t. e, their weregild,) she asked 
as much land as her stag should 
compass at one course in the 
isle of Thanet, where she found- 
ed the monastery of Minster. 
Vide W. Thorn, col. 1910, et 
Natale S. Mildrythss (Saxonice), 
MS. Cott Calig. A. xiv. 4. 
Sharpe, 276. 

* MiUmrga.^ See antea, p. 110. 

2b 
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fovea pnqpalam corpna yirfinis fecit. Tunc bal- 
sanici odoris aura per ecclesiam ' properaate, al» 
tiuB levatum tot miracnla prsebait, «t, catenratun 
'eomm popolcHmm unde confluerent, vix patuli 
campi eapiebant yiatomm agmina ; dum equia 
mabonibus dives et mendicus se agerent, cano« 
to8 in commune prsecipitante fide. Nee caftfmm 
eventom res habuit^ adeo at nnUus inde nisi ex- 
tincta vel mitigata valetadine discederet; non- 
nullosque regiiis morbus^ medicis sane incnrabi- 
lis^ p^ merita virginis relinqueret. 
Bt. EidiNuiu § 217. Edwardus senior, 'de qao superina multa 
retiili> suscepit ex uxore ^Edgiva filias multas ; 
inter quas et Edburgam, qa», 'vix dum trima 
esset^ spectabile futurao sanctitatis dedit pericu- 
1am. Explorare volebat pater ntrom ad Denm 
an ad seculum dedinatura esset pusiola; po- 
sneratque in tricUnio diversaram ^professionnm 
omamenta, hinc calicem et evangelia^ inde ar- 
millas et monilia. Illuc virg^nncnla nlnis 'nu- 
tritiae blandientis allata, genibus parentis as- 
sedit ; jussaque utrum vellet eligere, torvo as- 
pectu secularia^despiciens, prompteqnemanibus 
'reptans evangelia et calicem, puellari adoravit 
innocentia. Exclamat ccetns assidentium, aus- 
picium futurae sanctitatis in puella ; exosculatus, 
pater ipse arctioribas basils dignatus sobolem. 
' Vade/ inqnit, * qno te vocat Diyinitas, seqnere 
fausto pede quern elegisti Sponsum ; et profecto 



* Propenmit.^ C. D, £. ; spi- 
nmte, A, S, L. 

* £onMi.] E. ; eo, A.8X.D.L. 
*De quo ntperitu wuUta rettdi,] 

See antea, p. 194. 

« Ed^iva,] E. ; Elfgiva, A. 8. 
L, ; Edelswitha, CD, 

* Vix dum.] A. D. E. L.; 
S. C. omit'Tlx.' 



* PfyeMtonauii.] A.CMMX. ; 
poBsessionaiiiy S. 

'Nuirttup.J A.C.D.E.L.; 
natricifty 8, 

* DespicieiuJ] E. ; despaens, 
A. C. D. L, M, ; respuens, 8. 

' Reptms.] A. C. D. E. L.; 

raptaoBy 8. 
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et ego et conjnx fdices 'erimns si a filia reli- 
gione yicti luerimns/ Ita sanctimonialium ha- 
bitum induta^ cnnctas sodales ad amorem sui in 
urbe Wintoniffi sedalitate obsequii invitabat; 
nee resupinabat earn alta prosapias magnitndo, 
quod generosum putaret in Christi indinaii ser- 
vitio. Crescebat cam setate sanctitas ; adolesce^ 
bat cum adulta humilitas, in tantum ut singu- 
lamm soccos fnrtim noctn surriperet, et dili- 
genter lotos et innnctos lectis ^rursus apponeret. 
Quapropter, licet multis miraculis Deus viven- 
tern insignierit^ istud exemplnm magis in causa 
praedico, quod omnia opera ejus inchoabat cha- 
ritas et consummabat humilitas. Denique de* 
Yotionem pectoris et integritatem corporis ejus 
miracula, in vita et post mortem^ commendant 
plurima^ quae templorum ejus aeditui Wintoniae 
et Perscore nescientibus viva voce pronunciant. 

§ 218. Edgari regis filia, beata Edgitha, Wilto- at. Edgith*. 
niense coenobium, sedem ossium suorom/dulcibus 
exuviis exomat, amore fovet; ubi, ab infantia 
scholar Dominican tradita, incorrupta semper ylr<'> 
ginitate et frequentibus excubiis Dei gratiam 
demerebatur, natalium tumorem mentis inge^ 
nuitate premens. Unum a majoribus accepi 
quod non mediocriter judicium offendebat homl- 
num, fallens videlicet oculos eorum auratarum 
apparatu yestium; siquidem cultioribus indu- 
mentis jugiter ornata procederet quam illius 
^professionis sanctitudo exposceret. Unde a 
sancto Ethelwoldo palam increpata, respondisse 
fertur, nee inepte nee infacete, ^ V erax et irre- 



' Erimus.'] A. C. D. E, L. ; 
omitted in S. 

' RmrtuMj] D. E.; ninum, 
A» S, C« L, 



' DvlcibuB,^ A, S, C. D. £a. 
L. ; ducibus, £1. 

< Prqfesnonii.^ A. C. D. E.L. ; 
omitted in S, 

aB2 
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fragabile judicium Dei^ sola mortalium operitur 
conscientia ; nam et in sordibus luctuosis potest 
esse jactantia. Quapropter puto quod tam in- 
corrupta mens potest esse sub istis yestibus^ 
quam sub tuis discissis pellibus.' Hoc dicto re- 
percussus pontifex, et yeritatem dicti approbans 
tacitumitate sua^ Isetumque erubescens quod 
scintillante puellae sententia fuerit inustus^ si- 
luit. Viderat illam sanctus Dunstanus in con- 
secratione basilicas ^beati Dionysii, quam ilia in 
amorem ^martyris aedificayerat, pollicem dextrum 
frequenter protendere^ et si^um crucis fronti e 
regione pingere ; delectatusque admodum, ' Nun- 
quam/ inquit^ * putrescat hie digitus/ Con- 
tinuoque intra missarum agenda prompit in 
lachrymas, lachrymas adeo profluas ut singul- 
tienti yoce discipulum prope astantem concu- 
teret ; reique causam quassitus^ * Cito/ ait, * haec 
florida rosa marcescet; cito ayis dilecta Deo 
ayolabit, post sex ab hoc die septimanas/ Con- 
secuta est e yestigio rerum yeritas pontificale 
yaticinium ; namque ilia, nobilis propositi te- 
nax, praedicta die ^citra juyentse terminum efDa- 
yit; cum esset annorum yiginti trium. Nee 
multo post, idem beatus yidit somnii yisione 
sanctum Dionysium yirginem amicabiliter manu 
tenentem, et ex oraculo diyino constanter ju- 
bentem ut a fiEunulis honorificaretur in terris, 
sicut a Sponso et Domino yenerabatur in coelis. 
Ita crebrescentibus ad tumbam miraculis, edic- 
tum ut corpus yirgineum leyaretur, et altius 
efferretur; inyentumque totum in cineres so- 



> BraH.] C. D. £. ; sancti, 

A, S» Lm 

« Mur/yrw.] A. C, D, E. L. ; 
matris, S. 



* CiirajuvenUt termimMm effia' 
mi,"] C. £. F, L, ; citim inmii- 
nentem tennuram efflatum at, 
D, M,; citra imminentem ter- 
muram eflSaTit, A, S, 
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latum prdBterdigitum^ et alynm, et alvo subjecta : 
unde dispatantibus nonnullis^ uni ex bis qui 
viderant^ dormienti^ virgo ipsa astitit^ dicens; 
non mirum esse si partes illae corporis putru- 
erint, quod usus 'habeat exanimata corpora in 
quosdam arcanos ^naturae sinus defiuere, et ipsa 
utpote puella membris illis peccaverit ; caeterum^ 
juste ventrem nulla corrumpi putredine, qui 
nulla sit aculeatus ^unquam libidine^ immunem 
se fuisse crapulas et camalis copulas. 

§ 219. Sane ambse istaB virgines meritis suis 
^singula fulciunt coenobia^ adunatis in utroque 
multarum sanctimonialium coetibus^ quae^ domi- 
nabus et magistris suis vocantibus ad gratiam, 
respondent per obedientiam. Fortunatus qui vir- 
ginaUum orationum particeps fuerit, quarum de- 
Yotioni se Dominus Jesus placido indulget as- 
sensu. Nam^ ut de Scefloniensibus ^dixi^ omnes 
jamdudum virtutes, terris relictis, coelum peti- 
ere; in solis fere sanctimonialium mentibus^ si 
uspiam sunt terrarum, illas reperies^ (quod mihi 
sanctorum virorum pace dixisse licuerit^) quia 
multum laudandae sunt foeminae quae^ dissimulata 
sexus infirmitate, certantibus studiis servantes 
continentiam, opimam ad superos evehunt yic- 
toriam. 

§ 220. Plures e familia regia utriusque sexus gSI[J2?thL 
cognovisse^ ad rem referre arbitror; ut sciatur c«»«»«««- 
quod a virtutibus majorum rex Edwardus, de 
quo ante digressionem dicebam^ minime degene- 
rayerit. Denique miraculis et prophetiae spi- 
ritu^ sicut deiaceps dicam^ claruit. In exactio- 
nibus yectigalium parens^ quippe qui et exac- 



1 Habeat.^ A. C. D. E. L. ; 
faerit, S, 

• Naiurtg.'] A. €. D. E.; L. 



read» * illius ' after ' naturaD/ 
' Un^uam,'] Omitted in J? I. 
* Dtort.] See p. 260^ ^ 16S. 
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tores exec rar e tu r ; in cHms el potibvs regBliB 
hixus immoni8 ; in pfaecipnis festiYitmtibvs, qvBiB. 
Tus amiciretnr vestibiis &aro intextis qnas regina 
samptoooflsime daboraveraty itm tempenms ermt, 
at nee majestati suae deeuet, nee tamea siipera- 
linm attoUeret ; magis ^Dri de Us mimificaitiaflt, 
qiiam mnndialem gloriam Bie&te versans. Unimi 
erat qao 'in secnlo anmiam eUectaret sviim, 
dirsos canum velocinm, qaofom ctrca sahns hr 
tratibos solebat faetos applaodere ; volatos votah 
cmm, quorum natara est de cognatis aTibiis 
praodas agere. Ad hacc exercitia oontinais die- 
bos, post andita mane divina olBcia, intendriiat. 
Csetera, yir Deo Tolantarie deditns, inter regni 
negotia vivebat angelnm; panperibos hospiti- 
bnsqne, maxime 'teansmarinis et religiosis, be> 
nignns appellando, mnnificos dando, et ad il- 
lomm sanctitatem mooachos siue patriae inTK- 
tando. Erat discretes proceritatis, barba et ca^ 
pillis cygrnenSy facie rosens, toto corpore lacteos, 
membrorum babitndine oommoda peridoneas. 

§ 221. Viderat quondam, somnii revelatione, 
serali illios felidtatem Brihtwoldos Wiltonienais 
episcopns ; yiderat et annnnciaverat. Nam dam, 
tempore regis Cnutonis, coelestibus apnd 61as« 
toniam Incubraret excubiis, snbissetqne ilhim 
cogitatio, quae freqnenter angebat, de regia stirpe 
^ Anglomm pene deleta ; base meditanti sopor ir- 
repsit : et ecce, in snpema raptos, Yidet aposto- 
lomm principem, Petmm, ipsom Edwardnm, qoi 
tunc in Normannia exulabat, in reg^m ccmse- 
crare, coelibe designata yita, et certo yiginti 



' DeiJ] A. 8, L, ; omitted in 
C. D. E. 

' In aeeuloj] C. £. ; in hoc 
secnloy J. S. D. L. 

■nut.] 5.C.£.L.; 



after * traniaiariBis ' A, D. read 
' mooachis.' 

* AnglormmJ] D.E.L.; oMit- 
todin^. 
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quatuor annorum namero regni computato ; ei* 
demque, conquerenti de posteritate, respondere, 
'Regnum Anglomm est Dei: post te providit 
regem ad placitum sui.' 

§ 222, Porro ut jam de miraculis dicam : Ado- HUmiTMiM. 
lescentula juxta parilitatem natalium yimm ba- 
hena, sed fructu conjugii carens, luxariantibns 
circa collum humoribus> tiirpem raletudittem 
contraxeraty glandulid protuberantibus horrenda. 
Jussa somnio lavaturam 'manunm regis exqni- 
rere, curiam ingreditur. Rex ipse^ per se opus 
pietatis adimplens^ digitis aqua intinctis collum 
pertractat mulieris; medicam dextram sanitas 
festina prosequitur, lethalis crustadissolvitur^ita 
ut, vermibus cum sanie profluentibus, omnis ille 
noxius tumor 'resideret. Sed, quia hiatus ulce- 
rum foedus et patulus erat, prsecepit eam usque 
ad integ^ram sanitatem curialibus stipendiis sus- 
tentari : ^verum ante septimanam exactam ita 
obductis cicatricibus venusta cutis rediit, ut ni- 
hil prsBteriti morbi discemeres ; post annum 
quoque geminam prolem enixa, sanctitatis Ed- 
wardi miraculum auxit. Multotiens eum hanc 
pestem in Normannia sedasse ferunt, qui inte- 
rius ejus yitam noverunt : unde nostro tempore 
quidam falsam ^insumunt operam, qui asseve- 
rant istius morbi curationem non ex sanctitate, 
sed ex regalis prosapise 'heereditate, fluxisse. 

§ 223. Ceecatus quidam, quo incommodo in* 
certum, rumorem frequentem in curia severat 
sanitatem se recepturum si aqua ex ablutione 



> ilftmtnfin.] A. C. />. E, ; 
omitted in S. L. 

* Rendent.'] A. C. D. E, L. ; 
recederet, S. 

' Fenuw.] C. D, £.; Terum- 
tamen, A. S, L. 



* Jujinmiiif.] A, C. D. E. L. ; 

insinaant, S. 

' HttredUatef fluxi$9€, ] See 
Petr. Bies. in Epist. 150. 
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manaum regis 'oculos tangeretar : id ad se de- 
latum non paacis nunciis ille riserat, referentes 
mgato aspecta inspectatus ; peccatorem se esse, 
opera sanctonun yironun sibi non conyenire. 
Venun ministri non negligendom arbitrati, eo 
nesciente, sed in 'ecclesia orante, 'somnio credn- 
litatem faciunt : namqne confestim ^ut lotus est 
aqua, diutomis tenebris exulantibns, lux tem- 
'pestiya orbes impleyit, Iseto firag^re plaudentiom 
snscitato. Rex caosam perconctatus edidicit; 
moxque certitudine yisns ejns comperta, qnod 
scilicet, digitos suos in oculos sanati intentans, 
ilium reducto capite cayere cemeret, gratias 
Deo porrectis in coelum manibus egit. Eodem 
modo sanavit caecum quendam lincoliae, qui 
multis annis superyixit, regalis index miraculL 

§ 224. £t ut perfectam yiri yirtutem, in hac 
prsesertim potentia, cognoscas, subjiciam quod 
mireris. Wulfwinus quidam, cognomento Spille- 
com, filius Wulmari de Nutegareshale, quadam 
die in sylya Bruelle ligna caedens, dum diuturno 
post laborem sopori indulsisset, sanguine ut 
credo circa oculos coagulate, yisum decern et 
septem annls amisit; quibus eyolutis, somnio 
edoctus, octoginta et septem ecclesias drcuiyit, 
remedium caecitatis a Sanctis efflagitans. Pos- 
tremo, ad regis curiam yeniens, yestibulum ca- 
meras, adyersantibus cubiculariis, frustra diu tri- 
yit; sed perstitit improbus pulsator, donee asgre 
admodum ^rege ipso jubente 'admissus est. Au- 
diens qulppe somnium innocue responderat, ' Per 



' OeiOoM tangeretur.] C. E. L. ; 
oculos tangerety A. S. D, 

« Ec€ksia,'\ C. D. E. L, ; ec- 
clesia Dei, A. S, 

* iSpjiMio.] A. D, E. L,; omit^ 



4 Ut lohu esi aqvaj] S. E. 
C. L. ; ut secus lotus est, J. H. 

* Rege tfto.] A.S.C.D.E 8. 
L. ; ' ipso ' omitted in E 1. 

* AdmistuM cjI.] A,S.D. E.L. ; 



ted in ^. C. I ipse admissns est, C. 
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dominam meam sanctam Mariam, multum gyrate uinein. 
feram si Deus voluerit per me misero misereri.' 
Itaque, quanquam nihil de miraculis auderet, 
coactus a ministris cum aqua caeco manum im- 
posuit; 'confestimque san^ne ex oculis uber- 
tim stillante, clamorem alacrem sanatus produxit, 
' Video te^ rex ; video te, rex!' Ita videns, regalji 
palatio multis temporibus apud Windeleshores, 
nam ibi curatus fnerat^ prsefuit, sanatoris annos 
longsBvitate vitas transcendens. Ipso die^ ex 
eadem aqua^ tres caeci et unus monoculus, qui 
regali eleemosyna pascebantur, sanati sunt ; mi- 
nistris plena fide liquorem salutiferum lar^en- 
tibus. 

§ 22S. Die sancti Paschae ad mensam apud YisioDt. 
Westmonasterium assederat, diadcmate fastiga- 
tus, et optimatum turma circumvallatus. Cum- 
que alii, long^am Quadragesima^ inediam recen- 
tibus cibis compensantes, acriter comederent, ille 
a terrenis avocato animo, divinum quiddam spe- 
culatus, mentes convivantium permovit^ amplio- 
rem ^efiusus in risum; nulloque causam laetitias 
perquirere praesumente, tunc quidem ita tacitum, 
donee edendi satietas obsoniis finem imposuit. 
Sed remotis mensis, cum in triclinio regalibus 
exueretur^ tres optimates eum prosecuti, quo- 
rum unus erat^HaroIdus, secundus abbas, tertius 
episcopus, familiaritatis ausu interrogant quare 
riserit ; mirum omnibus, nee immerito, videri, 
quare in tanta ^serietate diei et negotii, tacentibus 
caeteris, scurrilem cachinnum ejecerit. ' Stu- 
penda/ inquit, 'YiAi, nee ideo sine causa risi.* 
Tum illi, ut moris est humani ingenii, sciscitari 



^ Confestimque.'\ C. D, £.; 
confestim. A, S, L. 

*Effunu.] C. P. E.; per- 
fusuSy A, S, L, 



^ Hwroldus.'] C. E,; comes 
Haroldus, A, S, L, 

^ SerietateJ] C. E, L.; sere- 
nitate, A. S, D. 
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et qaaerere caosam ardentitis^ ' at sapplicibns dig- 
nanter rem impertiator. Ille, maltmn cunctatns, 
tandem instantibiis mira respondit : Septmn dor- 
mientes in Cseliomonte'requiescerejam dncentis 
annis in dextro jacentes latere ; sed tunc, in bora 
ipsa risns sni, latas inTertusse sinistram ; fata- 
mm ut septnaginta qnatuor annis ita jaceant, 
dimm nimimm miseris mortaUbus omen. Nam 
omnia ventora in his septnaginta quataor annis 
quae Dominns circa finem mundi praedixit disci- 
pnlis sois ; * g^ntem contra gentem snrrectnram, 
et regnnm adversas regfnmn, terraemotos per 
loca^ pestilentiam et famem^ terrores de coelo et 
signa magna, regnomm mutationes, gentiliom in 
Christianos bella, item Christicolamm in paga- 
nos yictorias.' Talia mirantibns incnlcans pas- 
sionem septem dormientinmy et habitndines cor- 
ponun sing^lorom, quas nnlla docet litera, ita 
prompte dissemit ac si cam eis qnotidiano Tic- 
titaret contnbemio. His anditis, comes mUitem, 
episcopus clericom, abbas monacbam, ad veri- 
tatem yerbomm exscnlpendam, Manicheti CJon* 
stantinopolitano imperatori misere, adjectis r^is 
sni literis et muneribiis. Eos ille, benigne secmn 
habitos, episcopo Ephesi destinavit, epistola pa- 
riter qnam sacram Tocant comitante, ut ostende- 
rentur legatis regis Angliae 'septem dormientiam 



' Ut tupplkibui digntaUer rem 
intpertiatwr,'] A. S. D. E, L,; 
at snppiicibiiB rem diligentias 
impertiatary C. 

' Requiewcere.'] E. ; quieacere, 

Jku St Cm Dm Lm 

* Septem darmienthtm marttruUee 
exuvia."] The seren sleeperB were 
inhabitants of Ephetus : six were 
persons of some consequenoe ; 
tlie seventh their Mnrant Dur- 
ing the Decian pcrseciition tiiey 



retired to a caTe, wlieiioe they 
dispatched their attendant occa- 
sionally to pnrdiase Ibod lor 
them. Deciusy hearing this* or- 
dered the mouth of the cave to 
be stopped up while the fugitives 
were sleeping. After a lapse of 
some hundred years, a part of 
the masonry at the mouth of the 
cave fidlingy the light flowing la 
awakened them. Thinking they 
had eiyoyed a good aighf a nat. 
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martiriales exavfae. Factumqiie est, et vatici- yuiom- 
nium regis Edwardi Grascis omnibus comproba- 
tnm, qui se a patribus accepisse jurarent super 
dextrum illos latus requiescere ; sed, post intro- 
itum Anglorum in speluncam^ veritatem pere- 
grinee prophetiao contubemalibus suis praedica- 
rent. Nee moram festinatio malorum fecit, quin 
Agareni, et Arabes, et Turchi, alienee scilicet a 
Christo gentes, Syriam, et Liciam, et Minorem 
Asiam omnino, et Majoris urbes multaa, inter 
quas et Ephesum, ipsam etiam lerosolymam, de- 
populati, super Christianos invaderent. Tunc 
etiam, mortuo Manichete Constantinopolls impe- 
ratore, Diogenes, et Michaelius, ac Bucinacius,et 
Alexius yicissim se de imperio prsecipitarunt : 
quorum ultimus, ad nostra tempora usque durans, 
Johaunem filium reliquit haeredem, astutia et 
fraudibus quam probitate notior, multa noxia in 
peregrines sacri itineris machinatus ; ^Anglorum 
tamen fidem suspiciens, praecipuis familiarita- 
tibus suis eos applicabat, amorem eorum filio 
transcribens. His septem annis proximis tres 
papae, 'Victor, 'Stephanas, ^Nicolaus, apostolatus 



tiiey dispatched their servant to 
bay provisions. He finds all ap- 
pear strange in Ephesus, and a 
whimsical dialogue takes place ; 
the citizens accusing him of 
having found hidden treasure, 
and he persisting that he offered 
the current coin of the empire. 
At length the attention of the 
emperor is excited, and he goes 
•in company with the bishop to 
visit them. They relate their 
story, and shortly after expire. 
In consequence of the miracle, 
they were considered as martyrs. 
See Gapgrave, Legenda Nova. 
(Sharpe, 887.) 

* AngiioruM Utmen fidem siupi* 



cienSf pracipuU famUiariiatibui 
ntis eoi ayplieubatt mmerem wnam 
JUio tnmacribem,'] On the Nor- 
man conquest many English fled 
to Constantinople, where they 
were eagerly received by Alexius, 
and opposed to the Normans un- 
der Robert Guiscard. (Qrderio. 
Vitalis, p. 608.) 

> Victor.'] Victor II. He suc- 
ceeded Leo DC. in 1066, and 
died in 1067. 

* Stqtk^muM.'] Frederic, brother 
of Duke Godefroi, succeeded 
Victor II. on the 8nd of Auguil 
1067. 

^ Nieoktus,} He aucceededl to 
the holy see ia 1069. 
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vbioM. vigorem continuis mortibus labefactamnt : e ves- 
tigio quoque ^ Henricus, pins Romanorum impe- 
rator, defunctus, saccessorem Henricum filiuin 
habuity qui multas oppressiones ^orbi Romano 
fatuitate nequitiaque sua intulit Eodem anno 
'Henricus rex Francorum, miles strenuus et bo- 
nvLS, potionis haustn interiit. Non multo post, 
cometes Stella, ut ferunt, mutationes reg^orum 
praetendens, longos et flammeos crines per ^ inane 
ducens, apparuit: unde pulchre quidam nostri 
monasterii monachus, Eilmerus nomine, viso co- 
ruscantis astri terrore conquiniscens, ' Venisti,* 
inquit, ^ vcnisti, multis matribus lugende ; dudum 
est quod te vidi, sed nunc multo terribiliorem te 
intueor, patriae hujus excidium vibrantem/ Is 
erat Uteris, quantum ad id temporis, bene im- 
biitus, aevo maturus, immanem audaciam prima 
juventute conatus : nam pennas manibus et pe- 
dibus baud scio qua innexuerat arte, ut Daedali 
more volaret, fabulam pro vero amplexus, col* 
lectaque e summo turris aura, spatio stadii et plus 
volavit ; sed venti et turbinis violentia, simul et 
temerarii facti conscientia, tremulus cecidit, per- 
petuo post haec debilis, et crura efiractus. Ipse 
ferebat causam ruinae quod caudam in posteriori 
parte oblitus fnerit. 

§ 226. Similem huic prophetiam Edwardus mo- 



' Henricu8f pius Ranumorum 
imperatoTy d^^mciua,'] Henry III. 
died at Botfeld, on the confines 
of Saxe, in the autumn of the 
year 1066. 

' Ortn Rmnano,'} C. E. L,; 
urbi RomanaBy A, S. D. 

* Henrieut rex Fraficomm . . . 
potiimu hauitu mUriit,] Henry 
died on the 4th of Aug. 1060. 
'Causa corporeae salutis, a Jo- 
annoy medicorum peritiMimo, po- 



tionem accepit: sed Teneno ni- 
miam sitim inferente, jnssum ar- 
chiatri spreyit ; et a cubiculario 
potum accipiens, dum medicus 
abessety ante purgationem bibit. 
Unde nimit inflrmatus, eodem 
die post perceptionem sacra eu- 
charistiaB obiit.' (Will. Gemet. 
Historia, c. xxYin.) Ccmipaio 
Orderic. Vitalis, p. 480. 

* Itume,'] A, CD. E, L, ; mane, 
8. 
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riens exhibuit, quam hie per antieipatlonem di^ vitioM. 
cam. Cum enim biduo elinguis jaeuisset, die 
tertio post soporem graviter ac profunde suspi- 
rans, ^ Deus/ inquit, * omnipotens, si non est 
fantastica illusio, sed verax visio, quam vidi, da 
mihi facultatem eam astantibus exponendi, aut 
e converso. Ita mox expedita loquela, ^ Duos/ 
inquity ' modo monachos vidi mihi assistere, quos 
adolescens olim in Normannia videram religior 
sissime vixisse et Christianissime obisse. Hi se 
Dei nuncios praefati, talia ingessere : *^ Quoni- 
am primores Anglise^ duces, episcopi, et abbates> 
non sunt ministri Dei, sed diaboli, tradidit Deus 
hoc regnum post obitum tuum anno uno et die 
uno in manu inimici, peiragabunturque daemones 
totam hanc terram." Cumque ego haec me os- 
tensurum populo dicerem, illumque poenitentia 
facta liberandum, prsemisso exemplo Ninivita- 
rum, promitterem, " Neutrum," aiunt, " erit ; 
quia nee ipsi poenitebunt, nee Deus eis misere- 
bitur." Et quandOy inquam, tantarum calami- 
tatum remissio sperari poterit. ** Tunc/' inqui*- 
unt, ** quasi si arbor viridis succidatur in medio, 
et pars abscissa deportetur a stipite trium juge- 
rum spatiOy cum sine quolibet admiuiculo, suo 
iterum connexa trunco, coeperit et floribus pu- 
bescere et fiructus protrudere ex coalescentis 
succi amore pristino, tunc demum poterit sperari 
talium malorum remissio." ' 

§ 227. Hujus yaticinii veritatem, quamvis cae- statoofEnff- 
teris timentibuSy tunc Stigandi archiepiscopi risus 
excepisset, dicentis vetulum accedente morbo 
nugas delirare. Hujus ergo vaticinii veritatem 
nos experimur, quod scilicet Anglia exterorum 
facta est habitatio et alienigenarum dominatio. 
Nullus hodie Anglus yel dux, vel pontifex, vel 
abbas ; advenae quique divitias et viscera corro- 
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doDt Aflglise ; nee nlla spes est finiendds miseria3. 
OijiBf mail causam tempos est^ sicut dudum spo- 
pondi, ut sermo noster paucis absolvere tentet. 

§ 228. Rex Edwardns pronus in senium, quod 
ipse non sosceperat liberos, et Godwini videret 
inralescmre filios, misit ad regem Hunorum at 
filium fratris Edmundi, Edwardum, cum omni fa- 
milia sua mitteret : fiiturum, ut aut ille ant filii 
sui succedant regno haereditario Anglise; orbi- 
tatem suam cognatorum suffragio sustentaii de- 
bere. 'Ita venit Edwardus, sed continuo apud 
sanctum Paulum LondonisB fato functus est, tri- 
bus liberis superstitibus ; vir neque pnmiptus 
manu, neque probus ingenio : Edgaro, qui post 
ocdsionem Haroldi a quibusdam in reg^n elec- 
tuSy et Yario lusu fortunae rotatus, ' pene decre- 
pitum diem ignobilis ruri agit; Christina^ quse 
sanctimoniali habitu apod Rumemam consenuit ; 
Margareta, quam Malcolmus rex Scottorum le- 
gitimo matrimonio duxit. Haec, numerosa prole 
foecunda, habuit filios Edgarum et Alexandrum 
qui post patrem regnaverunt in Scotia succes- 
sione continua ; nam senior, 'Edwardus, in bello 
cum patre occubuit; junior, David, mansuetu- 
dine et sapientia Celebris, rex Scotise modo ha- 
lietur: filias, Matildem quam nostro seculo rex 
Henricus, Mariam quam Eustachius junior co- 
mes Bononiae, uxores duxerunt Rex itaque de- 
functo cognato, quia spes prions erat soluta suf- 
frage, ^Willelmo comiti Normannise successionem 



1 Ua fumt EdmariMM.^ Ead- 
ward returned to England in 
1067, and died in the same year. 

' Peme.l C. D. £. ; nunc pene, 

Jim S* JL,- 

' EdwarduMj in heUo emu poire 
ceeubwU,'} King Malcolm and his 



■on Edwaid wen slain A J>. 
1093. 

* WttUUno eemiti Nermmmue 
succeenenem Anglic dedit,'] * Ed- 
wardus, senio jam gravatus, etc. 
ad cognatum suum Wilhelmum 
comitem Nonnanniao animum 
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Angliae dedit. Erat ille hoc manere dignus, 
prsBStans animi jnvenis, et qui in sapremum fas- 
ti^mn alacri labore excreverat ; prseterea prox- 
ime consanguineus, filioa Roberd filii Ricardi 
secundiy quern firatrem foisse £mm» matris Ed- 
wardi non semel est quod diximus. ' Ferunt qui- 
dam ipsum Haroktum a rege in hoc NormanniaHi 
missum : aUi, secretions consilii conscii^ invitom, 
venti violentia illuc actum, quo se tueretur inre^ 
nisse commentum; quod, ^quia propius vero vi- 
detur, exponam. Haroldus in praedium juris 
sui ' Boseham venerat : ibi, ut anhnum oblectaret 
sunm, piscatorium conscendit navigium^ et in- 
terim qnidem longiusculo hido in altum proce- 
ditur ; sed, subito adversa tempestate coorta, ipso 
cum sodalibns in Pontiyum pagum compellitar^ 
Homines iUius regionis, pro more gentis insitoy 
repente ex omni parte convolavere ; inermes ab 
armatis, pauci a pluribus (quod fieu^ile fuit) op-' 
pressi, manus manicis, pedes compedibus pr86>^ 
buere. Haroldus, astuto pectore Tolyens casus 
remedium, homioem promissis ingentibus solli^ 
citatum ad Willefanum mittit : missum se Nor- 
manniam a rege, ut quod Hiinores nuncii balbuti- 
erant ipse potissimxun sua confirmaret praesea-^ 



apposuity et earn sibi succedere | Deinde Heraldum, cunctorum 

• A mm * 1^*1* J 9 A? • *A %9 



in regimm Angliaa Toce stabili 
lancirit' (Ingulph. p. 899.) The 
Miccesnon of WiUian to the 
thvona of FagUmd is a point 
mofe involved in obeonrity than 
any other of our history. 

^ Fenmt findam ipntm Hiorol- 
dmm a rege im hoe NcmuamiaM 
museum,] ^EdwardiiB Anglomm 
rex, sncceesione pralii carens, 
olim miserat Willelmo dnci Rod- 
bertum Gantuanorom archipras- 
sulem, ex regno a Deo sibi attri- 
buto ilium statoena lueredem. 



sue dominationis comitum di- 
vitiis et honore ac potentia maxi- 
mum, daci destinavity ut ei de 
corona sua fidelitatem fiiceret^ am 
Ckristiano more saoramentis fir- 
maret' (WilL GemeL Hist, o. 
XXXI.) See also>6uil. Pictaif* 
An. 1065, inter Norm. Script. 

' Quia propiue verovidetuff sar- 
poiuun.] E, omits * rero/ — Com- 
pare this statement with Chroo. 
Roberti de Monte ad Sigebertnm, 
apud Acherium, p. 781. 

* BoeekamJ] Near Chichesteiu 
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tia; in yinculis a Guidone Pontii^i comite deti- 
neri, quo minus mandata exequatur; barbarum 
et effrsenatum morem regionis esse, ut qui evase- 
rant in mari naufragium^ in terra invenirent pe- 
riculum ; convenire tanti nominis viro ne impu- 
nitum dimittat, quod fidem ejus appellantibus 
yincula injecta nonnihil de majestate ipsius di 
minuerint ; si pecuniis exuenda capti vitas esset, 
libens daret Willelmo comiti, non semiviro 6ui- 
doni. Ita Haroldus, Willelmo mandante, libe- 
ratuSy et ab ipso Guidone Normanniam ductus 
est. Comes eum magna dignatione, gentilitio 
omatu in cibis et vestibus coluit ; et ut notiorem 
faceret, simul et virtutem experiretur, Brittannica 
expeditione, quam tunc forte susceperat, secum 
babuit. Ibi Haroldus, et ingenio et manu pro- 
batuSy Normannum in sui amorem convertit ; at- 
que, ut se magis commendaret, ultro illi tunc qui- 
dem castellum Dorobernias quod ad jus suum 
pertinerety et post mortem Edwardi regnum An- 
glicum, Sacramento firmavit : quare et filiae, ad- 
hue impubis, desponsione, et totius patrimonii 
amplitudine donatus, familiarium partium habe- 
batur. Nee multum temporis intercessit quod, 
illo domum reverso, 'rex in Natale Domini apud 
Londoniam ^coronatus est; ibidemque morbo ictus, 
'quod se moriturum sciret, ^ecclesiam Westmo- 



^ Rex,] S. C. £. L. ; rex £d- 
wardaSy A . J), M, 

' CoromUtu eft.] It wai cub- 
tonuury for the king to wear his 
crown on the solemn festiyals of 
Easter, Whitsuntide, and Christ- 
mas ; it being placed on his head 
in due form by the archbishop of 
Canterbury. (See Ailr. Rier. De 
Vit S. Edwaidi.) 

* Quod,] C. P. £.; quo, A. 
8.L, 



* EceUtiam WestwkimaiUrii dU 
ItmoeentMm dedicari praeepii,'] 
Westminster Abbey was conse- 
crated on the 88th Dec. 1065. 
Ailred of Rievaulx, in his life of 
Eadward, states that the church 
had been commenced some years 
before, in perfonnance of a tow 
the king had made to go to 
Rome ; but, being dissuaded from 
it, he sent to the pope to obtain 
his dispeniatioii finom that Jour- 
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nasterii die Innocentum dedicari prsecepit. Ita, Death or 
aevi plenus et g^lorisB, 'simplicem spiritum coelesti confenon ^ 
regno exhibuit ; et in eadem ecclesia die Theo- 
phaniae sepoltus est, quam ipse illo compositi- 
onis genere primus in Anglia aedificaverat quod 
nunc pene cuncti sumptuosis aemulantur expen- 
sis. Progenies West-Saxonom, quae in Bri- 
tannia a Cerdicio quingentis et septuaginta uno 
annisy ab Egberto ducentis et sexaginta uno reg- 
naverat, in illo ad regnandum omnino defecit: 
nam recenti adhuc regalis funeris luctu, Harol- H«roid, a.d. 
dua, ipso TheophanidB die^ extorta a principibus 
fide, arripuit diadema, quamvis Angli dicant a 
rege concessum ; quod tamen magis benevolentia 
quam judicio allegari existimo, ut illi haeredi- 
tatem transftinderet suam cujus semper sus- 
pectam habuerat potentiam ; quamvis, ut non 
celetur Veritas, pro persona quam gerebat, reg- 
nom prudentia et fortitudine gubernaret si legi- 
time suscepisset. Denique, vivente Edwardo, 
quaecunqne contra eum bella incensa sunt vir- 
tute sua compressit, cupiens se provincialibus 
ostentare, in regnum scilicet spe prurienti anhe- 
lans. Griffinum, ^ut supra dixi, regem Walen- 
sium, et prius bello vicit, et postroodum muitis 
nisibus resurgere conantem capite privavit ; suc- 
oessores duos ex satellitibus suis, fratres ejusdem 
Griffini, Blegent et Riwalionem, qui eum obse- 



ney : the pope granted it, on con- 
dition that Eadward should, with 
the money he would have spent 
in that yoyage, build a monastery 
in honour of St. Peter. 

* Simplicem apiritum ceelesti 
regno exhibuit,'] The editor of the 
Saxon Chronicle (Rev. J. In- 
gram) suggests that Malmesbury 
has adopted the very expression 



of the threnodia on the death of 
Eadward the Confessor, — * Here 
Eadward king, of Angles lord, 
sent his steadfast soul to Christ, 
in the kingdom iff God a holy 
spirit.' (Sax. Chron. An. 1065.) 
King Eadward died on Thursday 
the 6th of Jan. 1066, after a reign 
of twenty-three years, six months, 
and twenty -seven days. 

s Ut supra dtxij ^ 196, p. 330. 

2c 
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A.D. 1066. quio dememerant, constituens. Eodem anno 
Tostinus, a Flandria in Humbram navi^o sexa- 
ginta nayinm delatus, ea quae circa oram fluminis 
erant piraticis excursionibus infestabat; sed ab 
Edwino et Morchardo, concordis potential fratri- 
bus, impigre de provincia pulsus, versus Scotiam 
vela convertit : ibi regi Noricorum, 'Haroldo Har- 
vagre, obvio manus dedit, qui cum trecentis na- 
vibus Angliam aggredi meditabatur. Ambo ergo 
consertis umbonibus terram Transhumbranam 
populabantur ; germanos recenti victoria feriatos, 
qui nihil minus quam talia latrocinia metuerent, 
aggressi, victos intra Eboracum includunt. Ha- 
roldus, nuncio accepto, cunctis viribus ^regni eo 
contendit : pugna ingens commissa, utrisque gen- 
tibus cxtrema vi nitentibus. Angli, superiorem 

Bridg^ Sept mauum nacti, Noricos in fugam egerunt : sed tan- 
torum et tot virorum victoriam (quod forsitan 
posteritas difficile credat) unus Noricus multa 
bora interpolavit ; siquidem, in ingressu pontis 
qui 'Stantford-brigge dicitur consistens, uno et 
altero et pluribus nostras partis interemptis, om- 
nes a transitu arcuit. Invitatus ad deditionem, 
ut tanti roboris homo largam clementiam Anglo- 
rum experiretur, invitantes ridebat ; subinde, ru- 
gato vultu increpitans, imbecillis animi homines 
esse qui nequirent uni resistere. Nemine itaque 
propius accedente, quod inconsultum asstimarent 
cum illo cominus congredi qui salutis omne via- 
ticum desperatus effunderet, unus ex collatera- 



Bftttle of 
Sundftntl 



' Haroido HarvngreJ] Harald 
named the Fair-haired : he is fre- 
quently called Hardrade (Seve- 
rus), to distinguish him from Ha- 
rald Harfagra, who was contem- 
porary with Aelfred the Great 



' Refcni,'] C. D. E. ; omitted in 
At S» ij* 

> Stan^ford'brigfe.] The battle 
of Standford Bridge took place 
on the 25th of Sept 1066. 
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libus regis jaculum ferrcum in eum eminus vi- 
brat ; ^ quo ille, dum gloriabundus proludit, ipsa 
securitate incautior, tercbratus^ victoriam Anglis 
concessit. Continuo enim libero transitu exer- 
citus trajectus, Noricos palantes a tergo cecidit. 
Rex Harvagre et Tostinus interempti, ^rcgis filius 
cum omnibus navibus domum clementer remis- 
sus. Haroldus^ triumphali eventu superbus, nul- Battle of 
lis partibus prseda^ commilitones dignatus est : oct. h. 
quapropter multi, quo quisque poterat dilapsi, 
regem ad bellum Hastingensc proficiscentem de- 
stituere ; nam^ prseter stipendiarios et mercena- 
rios militeSy paucos admodum ex provincialibus 
habuit. Unde, cum suis quos ductabat, post 
novem menses et aliquot dies accepti regni, astu- 
tia Willelmi circumventus, fusus est ; leni vide- 
licet belli negotio, sed occulto et stupendo Dei 
consilio^ quod nunquam postea Angli communi 
praelio in libertatem spiraverint ; quasi cum Ha- 
roldo omne robur deciderit Anglise, qui certe po- 
tuit, et debuit, (ctiam per inertissimos,) solvere 
poenas perfidiae. Nee, hoc dicens, virtuti Nor- 
mannorum derogo ; quibus, tum pro genere, turn 
pro beneficiis, fidem habeo. Sed mihi videntur 
errare qui Anglorum numerum accumulant et 
fortitudinem extenuant ; ita Normannos, dum 
laudare intendunt, infamia respergunt. Insignis 
enim plane laus gentis invictissimae, ut illos vice- 
rit quos multitudo impeditos, ignavia fecerit ti- 
midos; immo vero pauci et manu promptissimi 
fuere, qui, caritati corporum renunciantes, pro 
patria animas posuerc. Sed, quia hsec diligcn- 



' Qm.^ A.C.D.E, ; quod, S, L. 
* Regis filius,] His name ap- 



pears to have been Edmund. 
(Sax. Chron.) 
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tiorem relatioiiem expectant, nunc dabo secundo 
libello terminuniy ut et mihi dictandi et aliis lecti- 
tandi revirescat stadium. 

EXPUCIT LIBER SECUNDUS DE GESTIS REGUM 

ANGLORUM. 
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